
Born: April 15, 1924 - Lincoln, England
Died: October 2, 2016

The English conductor, Neville Marriner, studied at the Royal College of Music in London 
and then entered the violin class at the Paris Conservatoire taught by René Benedetti. He 
spent a season at Eton college (1947-48), and then became second violinist in the Martin 
Quartet.
 In 1949 Neville Marriner founded the Virtuoso String Trio, and together with Thurston Dart, 
he founded the Jacobean Ensemble. From 1949 to 1950, he taught the violin at the Royal 
College of Music and at the same time attended summer courses in orchestral conducting 
held by Pierre Monteux in the USA state of Maine. He was a violinist in the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra from 1952 and went to the London Symphony Orchestra in 1956 as 
chief second violinist (until 1968). The playing with London orchestras him the experience of 
various legendary conductors - among them Arturo Toscanini and Wilhelm Furtwängler, 
Guido Cantelli and Herbert von Karajan.
 While playing as a principal in the London Symphony Orchestra Neville Marriner founded 
the Academy of St Martin-in-the-Fields in 1959, and from the concertmaster's seat as the 
director of this ensemble he gravitated towards conducting. Pierre Monteux became his 
mentor. He makes numerous concert tours with this ensemble and many recordings.
 From 1969 to 1979, Neville Marriner was also Musical Director of the Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, from 1971 to 1973 deputy conductor of the Northern Symphony 
Orchestra, from 1979 to 1986 musical director of the Minnesota Orchestra and from 1983 to 
1989 Principal Conductor of SWR Sinfonieorchester Stuttgart.
 Although the majority of his opera and symphonic performances and recordings are with 
the Academy of St Martin-in-the-Fields, one of the most comprehensively recorded 
chamber orchestras in the world, he worked consistently with major orchestras throughout 
the world. 
 Neville Marriner was honoured twice for his services to music. In 1979 he was made a 
Commander of the Order of the British Empire and in 1985 he received a Knighthood. In 
addition, he was awarded the Ordre des Arts et Lettres in 1995 by the French Ministry of 
Culture for his outstanding lifelong commitment to French cultural life.
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Mozart's Divertimento in D major, K. 136 (K.125a) is the first of a group of 
works collectively known as the "Salzburg" symphonies. These works stands 
apart from Mozart's remaining symphonies, in that they are set for strings 
alone, rather than for the otherwise customary mixed instrumentation 
including winds. A further point which separates these compositions from 
Mozart's others in the symphonic genre, is that they are comprised of just 
three, rather than four individual movements, each lacking the usual Minuet. 
And lastly, the compact three-movement form further distinguishes the 
"Salzburg" symphonies from Mozart's true Divertimentos and Serenades, 
which were mulit-movement creations on a large scale, regularly spanning 
six movements and sometimes even more.

In keeping with Classical conventions, works such as these for string 
orchestra could also be played by the four voices of the string quartet when 
the occasion demanded. Indeeed, a likely explanation for the origin of these 
so-called "Quartet Divertimentos" is to be found in the facts of Mozart's life 
at the time of composition, early in 1772. Mozart was then just 16 years of 
age, and already held the post of Court Concertmaster to Hieronymus 
Coloredo, Prince Archbishop of Salzburg. This period fell between Mozart's 
second and third visits to Italy, where he may well have found the impulse 
to compose works in the style of the three-movement Sinfonias and 
Concerti Grossi which had been popular since the times of Corelli. This, 
however, is still a matter of considerable conjecture, and besides, had these 
been pieces to be played exclusively by solo instrumentalists, Mozart surely 
would have considered them as true string quartets.

 Mozart's Divertimento (125a) seems indeed to closely mirror the style of the 
Italian concertos for strings, which he must certainly have encountered during 
his several visits to Italy. The work consists of a lively opening Allegro, in 
simple sonata form; a charming central Andante; and a brilliant concluding 
Presto. It is interesting to compare this work with its close companion in B flat, 
K. 137, which follows a slightly different general scheme, in which the main 
Allegro is placed second, and follows (unusually) a first movement headed 
"Andante." The brilliant inventiveness and virtuosity of the D major Divertimen-
to is, to echo the words of Alfred Einstein (writing about another closely 
related work, Mozart's perennial Eine kleine nachtmusik, the Serenade in G, 
K. 525) "a masterpiece of masterpieces, on the smallest possible scale."
The Serenata Notturna, K. 239 is scored for a very unusual ensemble: a solo 
quartet of two violins, violas, and string bass on one side, and a larger group 
of violins, violas, cellos, and timpani on the other. The use of the term 
"notturn"' in the title refers to a piece that was intended to be played at night 
rather than one that necessarily evokes nocturnal atmospheres.
 The opening maestoso march makes much of the contrast between the 
opening fanfarish motif and the subsequent, more flowing singing lines. One 
intriguing section in the second half features timpani along with pizzicato 
strings, seemingly laughing at the fanfare's inherent grandiosity. A minuet 
follows where mock-bombast alternates with graceful elegance, and an 
exquisitely poised allegretto rondeau with a few surprises rounds things off.
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Mozart Three Divertimenti For Strings / Serenata Notturna - Academy Of St Martin-in-the-Fields Directed By Neville Marriner

Divertimento In D K.136
1. Allegro
2. Andante
3. Presto
Divertimento In F K.138
4. Allegro
5. Andante
6. Presto

Divertimento In B K.137
7. Andante
8. Allegro Di Molto
9. Allegro Assai
Serenata Notturna K.239
10. Marcia. Maestoso
11. Menuettto
12. Rondeau. Allegretto

Recording Info: Transferred from a dolby encoded 2-track tape
Recorded by Argo/Decca 1967
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