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Georg Solti (1912-1997) the eminent Hungarian-born English conductor, (actually György Stern), studied piano and 
composition with Ernst von Dohnanyi, Zoltan Kodaly, Béla Bartók and Leó Weiner at the Franz Liszt Academy in 
Budapest, giving his �rst concert at the age of 12. Georg Solti began working as assistant at the Budapest Opera in 
1930 and was director of music there from 1934 to 1939. In the summers of 1936 and 1937 he was assistant to 
Arturo Toscanini at the Salzburg Festival, an encounter that left a deep impression on the young musician. After the 
outbreak of the Second World War, he emigrated to Zurich, resuming his career as a pianist. 
Georg Solti's career really began after the end of World War II. For almost 25 years, he concentrated entirely on 
conducting operas. He was chief musical director of the Munich Opera from 1947 to 1951 and of the Frankfurt 
Opera from 1952 to 1961. Covent Garden excelled during his tenure as musical director (1961-1971). In 1951 he 
conducted for the �rst time in Salzburg (Idomeneo by Mozart). At the end of the 1950’s he made his �rst recordings 
e.g. Der Ring des Nibelungen by Wagner with the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. In 1961 he was appointed as 
musical director of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra, but hardly ever worked in this position since the 
orchestra's management had appointed an assistant without asking him (the assistant was none other than Zubin 
Mehta!). In 1969 Georg Solti took over as director of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and his second career as a 
conductor of orchestral music began. He remained in this post until 1991. From 1972 to 1975 he was also director of 
the Orchestre de Paris. In 1973, Rolf Liebermann appointed him as musical adviser to the Paris Opera. From 1979 to 
1983 he was director of the London Philharmonic Orchestra. In 1983, in commemoration of the one hundredth 
anniversary of the death of Richard Wagner, he conducted Der Ring des Nibelungen in Bayreuth but without 

achieving his customary high standard. He excels principally in the German and Austrian post-Romantic repertoire 
and in contemporary Hungarian music (Béla Bartók, Kodaly). In 1992 he took over from Herbert von Karajan as 
artistic director of the Salzburg Easter Festival (until 1994). In 1995 he was artistic adviser to the festival that 
replaced the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival.
Solti's bald head and demanding rehearsal style earned him the nickname "The Screaming Skull." A music historian 
called him the bustling, bruising Georg Solti – a man whose entire physical and mental attitude embodied the 
words, “I'm in charge.”  Producer John Culshaw of Decca Records proclaimed Solti “the great Wagner conductor of 
our time” and authorized numerous recordings of other repertory. Despite Solti’s repute with the LSO for his rude 
and aggressive behavior in rehearsals – but more relaxed demeanor during performance  - Solti elicits some 
spectacular Mahler playing in his 1964 version of the D Major Symphony, preferred by many as superior to his later 
version in Chicago:
“This is playing that, in purely technical terms, approaches perfection. Another virtue is Solti's ability to balance 
detail and structure in unfolding Mahler's densely contrapuntal textures and sometimes convoluted symphonic 
arguments. Like his fellow Hungarians Fritz Reiner and George Szell, Solti combines intellectual brilliance with a 
consummate understanding of orchestral sonority at every level. But unlike them, his approach to Mahler (and 
other composers) is warmer, more a�ectionate, and ultimately more compelling.”



 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in their original,  pristine state for maximum 
�delity. Transferred from commercially released, analog reel-to-reel tapes (some of which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain 

"artifacts" which are an inseparable part of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  
 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may 

be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very 
demanding  manufacturing process.
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1. Langsam. Schleppend  15:40 
2. Kräftig Bewegt  7:02
3. Feierlich Und Gemessen, Ohne Zu Schleppen   10:57
4. Stürmisch Bewegt   20:32
Toal Time:   54:11 
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