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The Dukes of Dixieland is a New Orleans "Dixieland"-style 
revival band, originally formed in 1948 by brothers Frank 
Assunto, trumpet; Fred Assunto, trombone; and their father 
Papa Jac Assunto, trombone and banjo. Their �rst records 
featured Jack Maheu, clarinet; Stanley Mendelsohn, piano; 
Tommy Rundell, drums; and Barney Mallon, tuba and string 
bass. During its run the band also featured musicians such as 
jazz great clarinetist Pete Fountain, Jerry Fuller, Jim Hall, Herb 
Ellis, and Bob "Duke" Assunto [son].
 Fred and Frank Assunto both died young, and the original 
Dukes of Dixieland disbanded in the early 1970s. In April 1974, 
Producer/Manager John Shoup restarted the DUKES of 
Dixieland with Connie Jones as leader, leased Louis Prima's 
nightclub atop the Monteleone Hotel in the French Quarter 
and renamed it "DUKE'S PLACE." The DUKES of Dixieland have 
not been a�liated with the Assunto Family since 1974, some 
37 years ago.
Dukes of Dixieland were featured on the �rst stereo record, released November 1957, on the Audio Fidelity 
label. Sidney Frey, founder and president of Audio Fidelity, had Westrex cut the disk for release before any of 
the major record labels. In 1978, the DUKES recorded the �rst Direct-to-Disk album, and then, in 1984, were the 
�rst jazz band to record on CD. In 1980, they recorded a television special at the old Civic Theater in New 
Orleans, with the New Orleans Pops Orchestra and later performed in a TV special with Woody Herman, "Wood 
Choppers Ball." In 1986, they invited jazz master Danny Barker to perform with them at Mahogany Hall to 
record a television special "Salute to Jelly Roll Morton". In 2001, their gospel CD "Gloryland" was nominated for 
a Grammy. In 2011, they recorded with The Oak Ridge Boys, in Nashville, TN, a CD titled "Country Meets Dixie."
They have performed with symphony orchestras, including the Cincinnati, Cleveland, Chicago, National, New 
York Pops (in Carnegie Hall), and 29 other orchestras around the world. In 2005, they traveled aboard the 
Steamboat Natchez up the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers to Cincinnati, OH, raising money for the Bush-Clinton 
Katrina Relief Fund, while many of the band members' homes were still destroyed. In 2011, they performed 
with the Boston Pops.



 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in their original,  pristine state for maximum 
�delity. Transferred from commercially released, analog reel-to-reel tapes (some of which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain 

"artifacts" which are an inseparable part of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  
 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may 

be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very 
demanding  manufacturing process.

For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com
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Louie and the
Dukes of Dixieland

1-Bourbon Street Parade 3:13
2-South 3:40
3-Washington And Lee Swing 3:49
4-Avalon 4:53
5-New Orleans 3:04
6-That's A' Plenty 3:57

7-Just A Closer Walk With Thee 4:23
8-Dixie 3:56
9-Sheik Of Araby 3:31
10-Wolverine Blues 4:42
11-Sweet Georgia Brown 4:02
12-Limehouse Blues 4:44



Louis Armstrong was born in New Orleans in the Storyville District known 
as "the Battle�eld" on August 4, 1901. He left school at the 5th grade to 
help support his family. He sang on street corners, sold newspapers and 
delivered coal.
He went to the Colored Waif's Home for shooting a gun to celebrate New 
Year's Eve on December 31, 1912. He learned to play the bugle cornet and 
to read music from Peter Davis at the Waif's Home. After 18 months, he left 
the Waif's Home determined to become a musician.
Armstrong �rst married Daisy Parker as his career as a musician developed.
King Oliver succeeded in encouraging Armstrong to move to Chicago to join 
his band. While in Chicago, Armstrong married Lil Hardin on February 4, 
1924. Lil was a graduate of Fisk University and an excellent pianist who 
could read, write and arrange music. She encouraged and enhanced 
Armstrong's career. Some of the Jazz icon's most important and successful 
work was accomplished with his Hot Fives and Hot Sevens Bands. They 
separated in 1931 and later divorced in 1938. Louis married Alpha Smith in 

1938 after his divorce from Lil.
During that time, Armstrong became very popular and one of the genre's 
most sought after trumpeters. He traveled a great deal and spent consid-
erable time in Chicago and New York. He �rst moved to the Big Apple in 
1924 to join Fletcher Henderson's Orchestra. Armstrong stayed in New 
York for a while but moved back to Chicago in October of 1925. He later 
went back to New York in 1929.
While maintaining a vigorous work schedule, as well as living and travel-
ling back and forth to Chicago and California, Armstrong moved back to 
New York in the late 1930s and later married Lucille Wilson in 1942. He 
remained there until his death on July 6, 1971. He left his entire estate to 
Lucille, his beloved wife.
Louis Armstrong was the most important creative force in the early 
development and perpetuation of America's music, Jazz. His in�uence, as 
an artist and cultural icon, is universal, unmatched, and very much alive 
today.


