
Coltrane's musical career spanned from the mid-1940s until his 
untimely death in 1967. He initially gained recognition as a member 
of the Miles Davis Quintet in the 1950s, where his distinctive 
sound and improvisational skills on the tenor saxophone became 
prominent.
 In the 1960s, Coltrane embarked on a remarkable creative jour-
ney, pushing the boundaries of jazz and exploring new musical 
territories. He formed his own groups and released a series of 
influential albums that showcased his innovative approach to 
improvisation and composition.
 Coltrane's playing style evolved significantly over the years, 
characterized by his powerful sound, complex harmonic language, 
and extended improvisations. He is known for his virtuosic tech-
nique, intense energy, and ability to convey deep emotions through 
his music.
 Coltrane's influence extends far beyond his own era. His innova-
tive approach to harmony, his use of modal improvisation, and his 
pursuit of spiritual expression in music have inspired countless 
musicians across different genres. His impact on jazz and his 
contributions to the art form have solidified his status as one of the 
most revered and influential figures in jazz history.



"Giant Steps" is a groundbreaking jazz composition by 
saxophonist John Coltrane. It was recorded in 1959 
and released on the album of the same name. The 
piece is known for its complex chord progressions and 
rapid tempo, which challenged both musicians and 
listeners at the time of its release.

"Giant Steps" is significant for its innovative use of 
chord changes, specifically employing a cycle of major 
thirds. Coltrane wrote the tune with three tonal cen-
ters, each separated by a major third. This harmonic 
structure creates a challenging framework for improvi-
sation and requires a high level of technical proficiency 
to navigate.

Coltrane's performance on "Giant Steps" showcases 
his virtuosic saxophone playing and his ability to 
effortlessly navigate through complex harmonic 

sequences. The composition has since become a 
jazz standard, with countless musicians studying and 
performing it as a test of their improvisational skills.

Not only did "Giant Steps" revolutionize jazz compo-
sition, but it also had a profound impact on the de-
velopment of the genre. Coltrane's adventurous 
approach to harmony and his innovative use of chord 
progressions influenced generations of jazz musi-
cians, helping to shape the course of jazz in the 
following decades.

"Giant Steps" stands as one of John Coltrane's most 
iconic and influential works, demonstrating his mas-
tery as a saxophonist, composer, and innovator in 
the realm of jazz music.



For more info e-mail us:
info@highdeftapetransfers.ca

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.ca
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ps John Coltrane – Giant Steps

1 Giant Steps 4:43
2 Cousin Mary 5:45
3 Countdown 2:21
4 Spiral 5:56
5 Syeeda's Song Flute 7:00
6 Naima 4:21
7 Mr. P. C. 6:57

Recorded in NYC in 1959 by Atlantic Records

John Coltrane
Giant Steps


