
HIGH DEFINITION TAPE TRANSFERS

Chicago Meeting
Jeremy Kahn, piano  &   Howard Levy, harmonica

International Phonograph, Inc.

International Phonograph, Inc., is a small independent label that special-
izes in jazz.  The company believes that the musician is best served 
when the recording quality is of the highest rank, which means for this 
company, analog tape.  All of the recordings IPI makes that we use are 
made in almost all cases on custom tape recorders utilizing handpicked 
and custom microphones.  The result is an organic, realistic presence 
unmatched by any other recordings we hear.  Combined with an 
authentic and high level of musicianship on these performances, the 
listener hears a truly unique and unforgettable experience.   We believe 
IPI is at the forefront of superior quality sound combined with the highest 
level of music.
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The harmonica in jazz is indeed a rare bird. Unusual in sound and difficult to 
play, it is almost never found on jazz records. Have you ever heard a 
harmonica on a Blue Note session? I think not. Yet, it is common in others 
genres of music, such as the blues (maybe because it portable and inexpen-
sive). But, here we have a multiple Grammy winner and true master of the 
harmonica, Howard Levy, playing jazz on it like nobody’s business. Another 
master, the pianist, Jeremy Kahn, joins him. Both are at the top of their form 
and play gorgeous standards as only great musicians can. The mic-ing is 
minimal and gives a most natural perspective to the music. Specifically, the 
piano is mic’d with a KMF Audio custom-made tube, stereo microphone and 
the harmonica is mic’d with a Sennheiser dynamic 441, giving a warm and 
immediate sound to the harp. The presence of a harmonica in jazz as 
mentioned above is a rare occurrence, and even rarer in this case as you are 
hearing it on the best and seldom-used audio medium, analog tape.

Levy was born in Brooklyn, New York City. He attended Poly Prep Country 
Day School and graduated in 1969. He attended Northwestern University in 
Evanston, IL from 1969–1971.
He discovered the overblow and overdraw techniques for chromatic playing on 
the diatonic harmonica in 1970.[citation needed] These allow a harmonica 
player to obtain all the missing chromatic notes in the Richter-tuned diatonic 
harmonica.
In the 1970s and 80's Howard was very active in the Chicago music and 
recording scene, playing in many bands and on thousands of radio and TV 
commercials. In the mid 1980s he toured and recorded with Paquito D'Rivera, 
Trapezoid, Bonnie Koloc, and also released a now out of print cassette album, 
"Harmonica Jazz", that spread his reputation as the first person to really play 
Jazz on a diatonic harmonica. In 1986 he won a Joseph Jefferson Award for 
composing music for Remains Theater's production of Brecht's "Puntila and his 
Hired Man", starring Dennis Arndt, William Peterson, and Amy Morton.
In 1988, Levy co-founded the Flecktones, leaving the group in 1993. He 
toured and recorded after that with oud player/composer Rabih Abou Khalil, 
Trio Globo, and Kenny Loggins. He has appeared on over 250 albums [1] and 

has played on several movie soundtracks. In 2001, he composed the 
second concerto written for the diatonic harmonica (the first being William 
Russo's Concerto for Blues Band and Orchestra). He has performed it many 
times with orchestras in the United States and Europe. As of 2009 Levy 
has rejoined the Flecktones as a touring member of the band, as well as for 
the band's 2011 album, Rocket Science.
He is music director of the Latin/jazz group Chévere de Chicago whose first 
album was Secret Dream. Currently he also plays solo concerts, tours with 
Trio Globo, leads the band Acoustic Express, plays duo concerts with 
pianist Anthony Molinaro and guitarist Chris Siebold, and tours Europe with 
Michael Riessler and Jean-Louis Matinier. Levy has also recorded or toured 
with Donald Fagen, Bobby McFerrin, Dolly Parton, Dennis DeYoung, 
Paquito D'Rivera, and Ben Sidran.
He is the founder of Balkan Samba Records, which features the music of 
Howard Levy and Friends, including Fox Fehling, Chévere de Chicago, 
Alberto Mizrahi and Trio Globo and Norman Savitt.
He continues to make frequent appearances on Garrison Keillor's acclaimed 
radio program Prairie Home Companion.
In December 2009 he launched the Online Harmonica School with Howard 
Levy.
Since 2005, Howard has collaborated with the Aitz Hayim Center for Jewish 
Living in Glencoe, IL for their High Holiday services.

Jeremy Kahn Born near Chicago, I am a proud holder of a B.M. from 
Boston’s New England Conservatory. I lived in New York City for twelve 
action-packed years, and now my family and I live near Chicago, in Oak 
Park, Illinois. Although I am mainly a jazz pianist, having played in jazz-type 
venues around the world, I also play on recordings that motivate you to 
consume your favorite products, and I also play in pit orchestras for some of 
your favorite theatrical extravaganzas.
Jeremy kahn jazz magazine coverI’ve played with Dizzy Gillespie, Max Roach, 
Joni Mitchell, Phil Woods, Teramasu Hino, Charlie Haden, Aretha Franklin, 
Barbara Cook, Alvin and the Chipmunks, and everyone in between.



 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in 
their original,  pristine state for maximum �delity. Transferred from commercially released, analog reel-to-reel tapes (some of 

which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain "artifacts" which are an inseparable part 
of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  

 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced 
versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in 
the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very demanding  manufacturing process.

For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com
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1. Lover Man
2. The More I See You
3. You Don't Know What Love Is
4. I can't Get Started
5. Yesterdays
6. Pensitiva
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