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Herbert von Karajan, (born April 5, 1908, Salzburg, Austria—died July 16, 1989, 
Anif, near Salzburg), Austrian-born orchestra and opera conductor, a leading 
international musical figure of the mid-20th century.

A child prodigy on the piano, Karajan studied at the Mozarteum in Salzburg. He 
made his professional conducting debut in 1929 at Salzburg, and he was 
appointed to a conducting position in Ulm, Ger., later that year. He remained in 
Ulm until 1934, when he was appointed Kapellmeister at Aachen. Karajan was 
in Aachen until 1941, also occasionally conducting the Berlin State Opera during 
that period. He fled to Italy in 1944. He helped found the London Philharmonia 
in 1948, and in 1955 he became music director of the Berlin Philharmonic.

A Nazi Party member from 1933 to 1942, Karajan was exonerated by an Allied 
tribunal after World War II, but his American debut in 1955 precipitated public 
protests. He soon became principal conductor for the Vienna State Opera 
(director, 1956–64) and the Salzburg Festival, an annual music festival with 
which he was energetically associated throughout his later career. He was also 
a chief conductor at La Scala, Milan, and a guest conductor at the New York 
Philharmonic. In 1967 Karajan founded the Salzburg Easter Festival. He 
conducted the Orchestre de Paris (1969–70) and returned to the Vienna State 
Opera in 1977. Throughout these associations the Berlin Philharmonic generally 
remained the centre of his musical activities, though after 1982 a series of 
disputes caused estrangement between the orchestra members and Karajan. 
He resigned his position in April 1989, a few months before his death.

Karajan’s musical interpretations were noted for their precision and objectivity. 
In the 1970s and ’80s, however, his conducting was characterized by a more 
personal style.



As he grew older, Honegger more and more 
embraced Catholicism. And as he lived through 
the war, the occupation, and the liberation, he 
wrote his Symphony No. 3 "Liturgique" as "the 
reaction of modern man against barbarity, stupidi-
ty, sufferings, mechanism, and bureaucracy." 
Composed between October 1945 and April 1946, 
Honegger described his symphony as "a drama 
which is enacted, if you like, between three char-
acters, real or symbolic: misery, happiness and 
man. These are eternal themes. I have tried to 
bring them up to date." The work was premiered 
in August 1946 by Charles Münch in Switzerland. 
The "Liturgique" is scored for large orchestra and 
set in three movements with titles taken from the 
Catholic liturgy: "Dies Irae," "De profundis clama-
vi," and "Dona nobis pacem." As Honegger vivid-
ly described them to a friend: "Dies Irae" is 

"Human terror in from of divine wrath...Day of 
Wrath! There is a rapid succession of violent 
themes...there is not time to breathe, no time to 
think, the hurricane carries everything before it, 
sweeps everything away. Blindly, furiously..."; 
"De profundis clamavi" is "the painful mediation of 
man forsaken by divinity -- a meditation which is 
already a prayer...And how hard it is to put inside 
human mouths a hopeless prayer!"; and "Dona 
nobis pacem" is "Collective stupidity as a 
heavy-footed march for which I wrote a deliber-
ately idiotic theme...a feeling of rebellion dawns 
in the ranks of the victims...a huge clamor thrice 
repeated breaks from the oppressed throats...a 
song of peace soars above the symphony as the 
dove soared in the old days above the immensity 
of the ocean."



For more info e-mail us:
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Honegger Symphonie Liturgique (Nr. 3) - Stravinsky Symphony in C - Berliner Philharmoniker / Karajan

Honegger Symphonie Liturgique (Nr. 3) (33:11)
1 Dies Irae: Allegro Marcato 7:00
2 De Profundis Clamavi: Adagio 14:25
3 Dona Nobis Pacem: Andante 11:46

Stravinsky Concerto In D For String Orchestra (12:41) 
4 Vivace - Attacca 6:35
5 Arioso. Andantino 2:46
6 Rondo. Allegro 3:20

Recorded in 1972 by DGG
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