
Ted Heath was one of the most famous big-band 
leaders in Great Britain of the 1950s. His bands 
played modernized swing music that was always 
danceable but occasionally had worthwhile solos 
played in the tradition. Heath started out playing 
tenor horn before he switched to trombone when 
he was 14. He spent a period playing as a street 
musician and then was discovered by Jack Hylton, 
who hired him for his band. Heath had long stints 
as a sideman with a variety of top dance bands, 
including ensembles led by Bert Firman 
(1924-1925), Hylton again (1925-1927), Ambrose (1928-1936), Sydney Lipton (1936-1939), 
and Geraldo (1939-1944). Heath began leading his own big band in 1944 and, through 
regular appearances on the radio, tours, and concerts, he soon became a household name 
in England. The innovations of bebop were largely ignored in favor of playing swing-orient-
ed charts, although some of Heath's soloists (particularly Ronnie Scott, Danny Moss, Don 
Rendell, and Kenny Baker) became notable as jazz players. Heath, whose band was 
always of high musicianship and used "Listen to the Music" as its theme song, also 
became well known in the United States, visiting the U.S. several times starting in 1956. 
His orchestra recorded quite frequently starting in 1944 (mostly for Decca and London), 
including ten albums in 1959 alone. Even after Ted Heath's death in 1969, the big band 
continued performing and recording with a live concert cut as late as 1977.
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Born in 1904 in Iowa, bandleader and musician Glenn Miller inspired the World War II 
generation. He was one of the most popular bandleaders in the late 1930s and early 
1940s with such songs as "Moonlight Serenade" and "Tuxedo Junction." In 1942, Miller 
enlisted in the U.S. Army and was assigned to lead the Army Air Force Band. He boosted 
the morale of the troops with his many popular songs before mysteriously disappearing on 
a flight from England to Paris, France. Miller's original recordings continue to sell millions 
of copies. He died on December 15, 1944.
 Born in Clarinda, Iowa, on March 1, 1904, bandleader and musician Glenn Miller started 
out playing the mandolin as a child, but quickly switched to the horn. His family moved 
several times in his youth—to Missouri, then to Nebraska, and finally to Colorado in 1918. 
In high school in Fort Morgan, Colorado, Miller played in the school band. He turned 
professional after graduating in 1921, becoming a member of Boyd Senter's orchestra.
 In 1923, Miller quit the orchestra to go to college. He spent a year at the University of 
Colorado before dropping out to return to the music business. Moving to Los Angeles, 
California, Miller worked with Ben Pollack's band for a time. He then headed to New York 
City, where he freelanced as a trombonist and an arranger. In 1934, Miller became the 
musical director for Tommy Dorsey's band with brother Jimmy Dorsey. He then formed an 
American orchestra for British bandleader Ray Noble.
 While he first recorded under his own name in 1935, Glenn Miller struggled for several 
years before establishing himself as a musician and bandleader. He formed his own 
orchestra and then reconfigured it several times until he found the winning combination. It 
was his band's gig at the famed Glen Island Casino in New Rochelle, New York, in 1939 
that helped put Miller on the map. Their performances there were broadcast on the radio, 
giving them great public exposure.
 Miller scored his first hit with "Wishing (Will Make It So)" that same year. He penned his 
even bigger successful single, "Moonlight Serenade," which climbed the charts in 1939 as 

well. With their distinctive swing jazz style, Miller 
and his orchestra became the country's top 
dance band. They dominated the music charts 
with such tracks as "In the Mood," "Tuxedo 
Junction" and "Pennsylvania 6-5000" in 1940.
 In 1941, Miller made his first film, Sun Valley 
Serenade, with Sonja Henie. The film featured 
another one of his signature songs "Chattanoo-
ga Choo Choo." The following year, he 
appeared in Orchestra Wives (1942). That same 
year, Miller had to put his successful music 
career aside to serve his country. He was 
inducted into the U.S. Army, later transferring to 
the Army Air Force.
 Miller headed up the U.S. Army Air Force 
Band, which gave numerous performances to 
entertain the troops during World War II. He was stationed in England in 1944 when he 
learned that his band was to go to Paris. On December 15, Miller boarded a transport 
plane headed to the newly liberated French capital. He intended to make preparations for 
his group's new series of concerts there, but he never arrived.
 What happened to Miller's plane remains a mystery. Neither the plane nor Miller's body 
was ever recovered. He left his wife Helen and their two children. Miller's military band 
continued to play for months after his death, and the Glenn Miller Orchestra was revived 
after the war to honor his legacy. Collections of his greatest hits did well on the charts for 
several years after his passing as well. Jimmy Stewart later starred in the popular film The 
Glenn Miller Story (1954), which was loosely based on Miller's life.
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 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in 

which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain "artifacts" which are an inseparable part 
of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  

 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced 
versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in 
the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very demanding  manufacturing process.
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1 In The Mood
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