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Duke Ellington (piano)
Jimmy Woode (bass)

Sam Woodyard (drums)
Paul Gonsalves (tenor saxophone)

Jimmy Hamilton, Russell Procope (clarinet, alto saxophone)
Harry Carney (baritone saxophone)

Johnny Hodges, Rick Henderson (alto saxophone)
John Sanders, (bass trombone)

Quentin Jackson, Britt Woodman (trombone)
Cat Anderson, Shorty Baker, Willie Cook, Clark Terry (trumpet)

Ray Nance (trumpet, violin)
Ozzie Bailey (vocal)
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Duke Ellington  and his Orchestra / Indigos

01_Prelude to A Kiss
02_Willow Weep for Me
03_Tenderly
04_Dancing in the Dark

05_Solitude
06_Where or When
07_Mood Indigo
08_Autumn Leaves

Indigos
Duke Ellington
and his Orchestra

 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in their original,  pristine state for maximum 
�delity. Transferred from commercially released, analog reel-to-reel tapes (some of which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain 

"artifacts" which are an inseparable part of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  
 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may 

be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very 
demanding  manufacturing process.

For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com



Born on April 29, 1899, Duke Ellington was raised by two talented, musical parents 
in a middle-class neighborhood of Washington DC. At the age of 7, he began 
studying piano and earned the nickname "Duke" for his gentlemanly ways. 
Inspired by his job as a soda jerk, he wrote his �rst composition, "Soda Fountain 
Rag," at the age of 15. Despite being awarded an art scholarship to the Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn, New York, Ellington followed his passion for ragtime and 
began to play professionally at age 17.

In the 1920s, Ellington performed in Broadway nightclubs as the bandleader of a 
sextet, a group which in time grew to a 10-piece ensemble. Ellington sought out 
musicians with unique playing styles, such as Bubber Miley, who used a plunger to 
make the "wa-wa" sound, and Joe Nanton, who gave the world his trombone 
"growl." At various times, his ensemble included the trumpeter Cootie Williams, 
cornetist Rex Stewart and alto saxophonist Johnny Hodges. Ellington made 
hundreds of recordings with his bands, appeared in �lms and on radio, and toured 
Europe on two occasions in the 1930s.

Ellington's fame rose to the rafters in the 1940s when he composed several 
masterworks, including "Concerto for Cootie," "Cotton Tail" and "Ko-Ko." Some of 

his most popular songs included "It Don't Mean a Thing if It Ain't Got That Swing," 
"Sophisticated Lady," "Prelude to a Kiss," "Solitude," and "Satin Doll." A number of 
his hits were sung by the impressive Ivie Anderson, a favorite female vocalist of 
Duke's band.

It was Ellington's sense of musical drama that made him stand out. His blend of 
melodies, rhythms and subtle sonic movements gave audiences a new experi-
ence—complex yet accessible jazz that made the heart swing. Ellington's 
autobiography, Music Is My Mistress, was published in 1973. Ellington earned 12 
Grammy awards from 1959 to 2000, nine while he was alive.

At the age of 19, Ellington married Edna Thompson, who had been his girlfriend 
since high school, and soon after their marriage, she gave birth to their only child, 
Mercer Kennedy Ellington.

On May 24, 1974, at the age of 75, Duke Ellington died of lung cancer and pneu-
monia. His last words were, "Music is how I live, why I live and how I will be 
remembered." More than 12,000 people attended his funeral. He was buried in 
Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx, New York City.




