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The Slavonic Dances (Czech: Slovanské tance) are a series of 16
orchestral pieces composed by Antonin Dvofak in 1878 and 1886
and published in two sets as Op. 46 and Op. 72 respectively.
Originally written for piano four hands, the Slavonic Dances were
inspired by Johannes Brahms's own Hungarian Dances and were
orchestrated at the request of Dvolak's publisher soon after com-
position. The pieces, lively and full of national character, were well
received at the time and today are considered among the compos-
er's most memorable works, occasionally making appearances in
popular culture. “Contrary to what the title might suggest, the
dances are not so much inspired by Slavic folk music generally,
but specifically by styles and forms from Bohemia. In these pieces,
Dvoféak never actually quotes folk melodies, but evokes their style
and spirit by using traditional rhythmic patterns and structures in
keeping with traditional folk dances.”

The Op. 46 set is listed in the Burghauser catalogue as B. 78 in
the original piano four hand version, and as B. 83 in the orchestral
version. The Op. 72 set is catalogued as B. 145 in the piano four
hand version, and as B. 147 in the orchestral version.

In Simrock's original edition of the piano duet, no. 3 was the D
major Sousedska and no. 6 the A flat major Polka - an order
apparently approved by Dvorak. Their positions were reversed in

the orchestral version. Both orders are still found.

Prior to the publication of the Slavonic Dances, Op. 46, Dvofak was
a relatively unknown composer and was of modest means. Conse-
quently, he had applied for the Austrian State Prize fellowship (Ger—
man "Stipendium”) in order to fund his composing work. After he won
the prize three times in four years (1874, 1876 and 1877), Johannes
Brahms, as one of the members of the committee responsible for
awarding the stipend, referred Dvofak to his own publisher, Fritz
Simrock. The first of Dvolak's music to be published by Simrock was
the Moravian Duets, which attained widespread success; encouraged,
Simrock asked the composer to write something with a dance-like
character.

Unsure how to begin, Dvofak used Brahms's Hungarian Dances as a
model—but only as a model; there are a number of important differ-
ences between the two works. For example, whereas Brahms made
use of actual Hungarian folk melodies, Dvofak only made use of the
characteristic rhythms of Slavic folk music: the melodies are entirely
his own. Simrock was immediately impressed by the music Dvorak
produced (originally for piano four hands), and asked the composer
for an orchestral version as well. Both versions were published within
the year, and quickly established Dvofak's international reputation.
The enormous success of the Op. 46 dances led Simrock to request
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Slavonic Dances, Op. 46 Slavonic Dances, Op. 72

1 No. 1In C Major: Presto 3:30 9 No. 1 In B Major: Molto Vivace 4:19

2 No. 2 In E Minor: Allegretto Scherzando 4:42 10 No. 2 In E Minor: Allegretto Grazioso 4:49

3 No. 3 In A-flat Major: Poco Allegro 4:28 11 No. 3 In F Major: Allegro 3:05

4 No. 4 In F Major: Tempo Di Minuetto 6:26 12 No. 4 In D-flat Major: Allegretto Grazioso 4:30

5 No. 5 In A Major: Allegro Vivace 3:18 13 No. 5 In B-flat Minor: Poco Adagio 2:40

6 No. 6 In D Major: Allegretto Scherzando 5:36 14 No. 6 In B-flat Major: Moderato, Quasi Minuetto 4:06
7 No. 7 In C Minor: Allegro Assai 2:55 15 No. 7 In C Major: Allegro Vivace 2:58

8 No. 8 In G Minor: Presto 3:29 16 No. 8 In A-flat Major: Grazioso E Lento

Ma Non Troppo, Quasi Tempo Di Valse 6:18

Recorded 1964-65 by Columbia Records
at Severance Hall, Cleveland, Ohio
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