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One of the great alto saxophonists, Cannonball Adderley had an exuberant and happy sound
that communicated immediately to listeners. His intelligent presentation of his music (often
explaining what he and his musicians were going to play) helped make him one of the most
popular of all jazzmen.

Adderley already had an established career as a high school band director in Florida when,
during a 1955 visit to New York, he was persuaded to sit in with Oscar Pettiford's group at
the Cafe Bohemia. His playing created such a sensation that he was soon signed to Savoy
and persuaded to play jazz full-time in New York. With his younger brother, cornetist Nat,
Cannonball formed a quintet that struggled until its breakup in 1957. Adderley then joined
Miles Davis, forming part of his super sextet with John Coltrane and participating on such
classic recordings as Milestones and Kind of Blue. Adderley's second attempt to form a
quintet with his brother was much more successful for, in 1959, with pianist Bobby
Timmons, he had a hit recording of "This Here.” From then on, Cannonball always was able
to work steadily with his band.

During its Riverside years (1959—1963), the Adderley Quintet primarily played soulful
renditions of hard bop and Cannonball really excelled in the straight-ahead settings. During
1962-1963, Yusef Lateef made the group a sextet and pianist Joe Zawinul was an important
new member. The collapse of Riverside resulted in Adderley signing with Capitol and his
recordings became gradually more commercial. Charles Lloyd was in Lateef's place for a
year (with less success) and then with his departure the group went back to being a quintet.
Zawinul's 1966 composition "Mercy, Mercy, Mercy” was a huge hit for the group, Adderley
started doubling on soprano, and the quintet's later recordings emphasized long melody
statements, funky rhythms, and electronics. However, during his last year, Cannonball
Adderley was revisiting the past a bit and on Phenix he recorded new versions of many of
his earlier numbers. But before he could evolve his music any further, Cannonball Adderley
died suddenly from a stroke.

Born September 23, 1926 in Hamlet North Carolina. Died July 17, 1967 at Huntington Hospital in
Long Island NY. Coltrane grew up in High Point NC, moving to Philadelphia PA in June 1943.
He was inducted into the Navy in 1945, returning to civilian life in 1946. Coltrane worked a
variety of jobs through the late forties until (stiII an alto saxophonist) he joined Dizzy Gillespie’s
big band in 1949. He stayed with Gillespie through the band’s breakup in May 1950 and (now
on tenor saxophone) worked with Gillespie’s small group until April 1951, when he returned to
Philadelphia to go to school.

In early 1952 he joined Earl Bostic’s band, and in 1953 he joined Johnny Hodges’s small group
(during that saxophonist's short sabbatical from Duke Ellington’s orchestra), staying until mid
1954.

Although there are recordings of Coltrane from as early as 1946, his real career spans the
twelve years between 1955 and 1967, during which time he reshaped modern jazz and
influenced generations of other musicians. Coltrane was freelancing in Philadelphia in the
summer of 1955 when he received a call from trumpeter Miles Davis. Davis, whose success
during the late forties had been followed by several years of decline, was again active, and was
about to form a quintet. Coltrane was with this first edition of the Davis group from October 1955
through April 1957 (with a few absences), a period which saw influential recordings from Davis
and the first signs of Coltrane’s ability. This classic First Quintet, best represented by two
marathon recording sessions for Prestige in 1956, disbanded in mid-April.

During the latter part of 1957 Coltrane worked with Thelonious Monk at New York’s Five Spot, a
legendary gig. He rejoined Miles in January 1958, staying until April 1960, during which time he
participated in such seminal Davis sessions as Milestones and Kind Of Blue, and recorded his
own influential sessions (notably Giant Steps).
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1 Limehouse Blues 4:36

2 Stars Fell On Alabhama 6:15

3 Wabash 5:42

4 Grand Central 4:27

5 You're A Weaver Of Dreams 5:30
6 The Sleeper 7:13

Total Time: 33:43

Cannonball and Coltrane

Transferred from a 2-track 15ips tape
Recorded by Mercury Records at Universal Recording’s Studio B in Chicago, February 3, 1959
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