
International Phonograph, Inc.
International Phonograph, Inc., is a small independent label that special-
izes in jazz.  The company believes that the musician is best served 
when the recording quality is of the highest rank, which means for this 
company, analog tape.  All of the recordings IPI makes that we use are 
made in almost all cases on custom tape recorders utilizing handpicked 
and custom microphones.  The result is an organic, realistic presence 
unmatched by any other recordings we hear.  Combined with an 
authentic and high level of musicianship on these performances, the 
listener hears a truly unique and unforgettable experience.   We believe 
IPI is at the forefront of superior quality sound combined with the highest 
level of music.

Bill Carrothers
Christmas Music



Carrothers began playing piano at age five, studying with his 
church organist before learning jazz from Twin Cities pianist Bobby 
Peterson. By age 15 he was performing in Twin Cities jazz clubs, 
and in 1982 he briefly attended North Texas State University. 
Following his year at university, Carrothers re-settled in the Twin 
Cities and was a member of Irv Williams' band before moving to 
New York City in 1988. During his five-year stint in New York he 
performed at the Knitting Factory, The Village Gate, and Birdland 
as well as Blues Alley in Washington, D.C. Throughout his career, 
Carrothers has played live with a variety of musicians including 
Buddy DeFranco, Curtis Fuller, Billy Higgins, Freddie Hubbard, 
Lee Konitz, James Moody, Gary Peacock, Dewey Redman, 
Charlie Rouse, James Spaulding, Terell Stafford, Toots Thiele-
mans, and Prince. Carrothers has performed throughout Europe, 
in France at the New Morning, Nevers Jazz Festival, and Marciac 
Festival, in Belgium at the Audi Jazz Festival and Jazz Middel-
heim, and he headlined the Rising Star Tour in October, 2000 
through Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. In July, 2009, Car-
rothers played a week-long stand at the Village Vanguard with his 
European trio (Nicolas Thys and Dre Pallemaerts), a recording of 
which was released in 2011. In his home state of Michigan, 
Carrothers performed a solo piano concert at the Gilmore Interna-
tional Keyboard Festival in April, 2010, and he made his Monterey 
Jazz Festival debut in September, 2011. He is also a regular on 

the Chicago scene, having performed at the Chicago Jazz Festi-
val, the Green Mill, and The Jazz Showcase. In 2011, Carrothers 
became an adjunct professor at Lawrence University in Wisconsin.

There are many Christmas performances in the annals of jazz, but 
inexplicably very few of them are musically satisfying. Why this is 
remains a mystery -- perhaps it is because they only touch a 
musical surface while gliding along on the well-known melodies of 
Christmas.  Thankfully, that is not the case in these performances. 
Mr. Carrothers has understood and embraced the beauty of classic 
Christmas melodies (White Christmas, I’ll Be Home For Christmas, 
Holy Night, etc.) while imbuing them with a modern jazz feeling, 
replete with deep, rich, harmonies. This is gorgeous music and it 
is rewarding music, a real tribute and celebration of all that Christ-
mas and its attendant spirit stand for. Further embodying the 
result, and appropriately, the recording took place in a large 
church with Mr. Carrothers playing a 7-foot Steinway piano.  
Captured with just two Sanken C-100k omni-direction microphones 
onto a custom Studer/Revox C-272, two-track, tape recorder 
using two Pueblo microphone preamps, the music is conveyed to 
the listener as it was that evening in the Chicago church: a celes-
tial experience. 



For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com
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Bill Carrothers - Christmas Music

1. Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas 6:49 
2. White Christmas 4:54 
3. Joy To The World 5:40 
4. 0 Holy Night 7:15 
5. I'll Be Home For Christmas 5:32 
6. White Christmas 2:18

Transferred from the 15ips master tape to DSD256 by Jonathan Horwich
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