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LEONARD BERNSTEIN (August 25, 1918- October 14, 

1990) was a world-renowned musician throughout 

his entire adult life. He was Music Director of the 

New York Philharmonic and conducted the world's 

major orchestras recording hundreds of these 

performances. His books and the televised Young 

People's Concerts with the New York Philharmonic 

established him as a leading educator. His composi-

tions include Jeremiah, The Age of Anxiety, Kaddish, Serenade, Five Anniversaries, 

Mass, Chichester Psalms, Slava!, Songfest, Divertimento for Orchestra, Missa Brevis, 

Arias and Barcarolles, Concerto for Orchestra and A Quiet Place. Bernstein composed 

for the Broadway musical stage, including On the Town, Wonderful Town, Candide 

and the immensely popular West Side Story. In addition to the West Side Story 

collaboration, Mr. Bernstein worked with choreographer Jerome Robbins on three 

major ballets, Fancy Free, Facsimile and Dybbk. Mr. Bernstein was the recipient of 

many honors, including, the Antoinette Perry Tony Award for Distinguished 

Achievement in the Theater, eleven Emmy Award, the Lifetime Achievement 

Grammy Award and the Kennedy Center Honors.
24/96 HIGH RESOLUTION AUDIO DISC
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                                                          Bernstein Gaite Parisienne
Gaîté Parisienne (literally, "Parisian Gaiety") is a ballet choreographed by Léonide Massine to 
music by Jacques O�enbach orchestrated by Manuel Rosenthal in collaboration with Jacques 
Brindejonc-O�enbach, the composer's nephew. Rosenthal concocted a frothy, occasional risque 
ballet using O�enbach melodies familiar and obscure. With a libretto and décor by Comte Étienne 
de Beaumont and costumes executed by Barbara Karinska, it was �rst presented by the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo at the Théâtre de Monte Carlo on 5 April 1938. 
Massine had originally commissioned this ballet from Roger Désormière, but owing to lack of 
time, he asked his friend Manuel Rosenthal to take on the commission. Initially not inclined to 
ful�ll the assignment, Rosenthal reportedly said, "I don't know O�enbach well; I'm not used to 
orchestrating the music of other people; I don't want to do it; I don't know Miasine [Massine]." 
However, Désormière was insistent enough that Rosenthal eventually accepted the task.
With advice from Nadia Boulanger, Massine directed Rosenthal's selection of the O�enbach 
excerpts. After completion of the score, Massine was unsure about it and was inclined to reject it. 
Rosenthal then proposed that Igor Stravinsky act as arbitrator over the acceptance of the score, to 
which Massine agreed. Upon hearing the music, Stravinsky strongly advised Massine to accept 
Rosenthal's arrangements. However, because of the poor relations between Massine and 
Rosenthal, Rosenthal himself did not conduct the �rst performance of the ballet, and instead 
Efrem Kurtz was conductor for the ballet's premiere.
Gaîté Parisienne was �rst presented in the United States by the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, New York, on 12 October 1938, with Alexandra Danilova as the Glove 

Seller and Delarova, Lauret, Franklin, Youskevitch, and Massine in the same roles they had danced 
at the premiere in Monte Carlo.  Danilova, who had shared the role of the Glove Seller with 
Tarakanova in Europe, became indelibly associated with the role in America. Unlike Tarakanova, 
who had played the Glove Seller as demure and naive, Danilova portrayed her as a vivacious, 
glamorous, sophisticated woman of the world." Danilova in Gaîté became one of the attractions of 
the Ballet Russe, and the ballet often concluded a season's opening-night performance. On the 
opening night of the company's 1941 season in New York, when Danilova made her �rst entrance 
she was given a spontaneous ovation that stopped the show. Such show-stopping ovations 
thenceforth became a tradition of every opening-night Gaîté with Danilova."
The music delights us with its boisterous charm, aided by canny instrumentation and deft changes 
in tempo and dance rhythms.  O�enbach took his cue from the Viennese operetta, knowing full well 
that variety remained the key to success. Given the immediately popularity of the Barcarolle from 
The Tales of Ho�mann, Rosenthal knew he had a natural conclusion to the variety of love interests 
and a�aires that pepper the visual sequences.  For his CBS recording, Leonard Bernstein made 
selective use of the Rosenthal arrangement, replacing the breadth and quantity of the arrange-
ments with an intensely self-indulgent rendition that would exploit the natural showmanship of his 
New York ensemble. 
“The best O�enbach Gaite Parisienne there is. Bernstein lets it rip and makes it sound better than 
it’s ever been. All real noisy with lots of frills and thrills, the orchestra seems barely under control. 
The recording is sharp and clear. This performance has all the sound of what it must have been like 
in a boisterous music hall of Gay 90's Paris.”
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 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in their original,  pristine state for maximum 

"artifacts" which are an inseparable part of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  
 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may 

be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very 
demanding  manufacturing process.

For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com

  

 

Gaîté Parisienne: 
1. I. Overture
2. II. Tortoni No. 1
3. III. Polka
4. IV. Galop 
5. V. Valse Lente
6. March
7. VI. Grande Valse
8. VII. Cancan
9. VIII. Barcarolle
 
10. Orphée aux enfers Overture 
11. Can-Can No. 4 (from Orphée aux enfers) 
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