
Otto Klemperer's recording of Beethoven's Sym-
phony No. 4 with the Philharmonia Orchestra is 
often praised for its unique and insightful inter-
pretation. Klemperer was known for his meticu-
lous and intellectual approach to classical music, 
and his recording of this symphony reflects his 
distinctive style.

Klemperer's interpretation is noted for its clarity 
and precision. He brings out the details in Bee-
thoven's composition with great care, allowing 
listeners to appreciate the nuances of the music.

Klemperer's emphasis on the symphony's struc-
tural elements and form is a defining feature of 
this recording. He provides a clear and insightful 
perspective on Beethoven's architecture, ensuring 

that the listener can follow the symphony's pro-
gression with ease.

He focuses on the symphony's classical attri-
butes, which may be different from more emo-
tionally charged interpretations. Some listeners 
appreciate this more objective approach, while 
others may prefer a more emotionally expressive 
performance.

The Philharmonia Orchestra, under Klemperer's 
direction, delivers a balanced and well-executed 
performance. The ensemble work is precise, and 
the orchestra effectively captures Beethoven's 
intentions in the score.

This recording is historically significant, as 
Klemperer was a conductor who was active 

  

during a period of classical music recording 
growth. His interpretations of Beethoven's sym-
phonies, including the Fourth, have left a lasting 
impact on the way these works are perceived.

In summary, Otto Klemperer's interpretation of 
Beethoven's Symphony No. 4 with the Philhar-
monia Orchestra is often praised for its intellec-
tual depth, structural clarity, and historical signif-
icance. It offers a unique perspective on the 
symphony that may appeal to those who prefer 
a more analytical and restrained approach to 
Beethoven's music. However, personal prefer-
ences in interpretation may vary, and some 
listeners might prefer more emotionally expres-
sive renditions of this symphony.
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Symphony No. 4 at London’s Kingsway Hall on 21 October 1957.
Overture Consecration of the House

at EMI’s Studio No. 1, Abbey Road, London, on 28 October 1959.

Symphony No. 4 In B Flat, Op. 60 
1 Adagio - Allegro Vivace 12:27
2 Adagio 10:01
3 Allegro Vivace - Trio
   (Un Poco Meno Allegro) - Tempo I 5:50
4 Allegro Ma Non Troppo 7:30
5 The Consecration Of The House 12:18

Beethoven Sym
phony No 4 - Otto Klem

perer

Beethoven Symphony No 4
Overture Consecration of the House

Otto Klemperer Philharmonia Orchestra


