
Of the many decisive battles fought during World War II none 
surpassed in brute force and determination the struggle pf Tito's 
partisans against the overwhelming combined strength of Hitler's 
Panzer army with assorted Axis armaments. 
After a mad dash across Europe, German Panzer divisions aided 
by Italian and Ustascian units under the joint command of General 
Lohring were brought to an abrupt halt in the Balkans in early 
1943 by a ragged minuscule group of Yugoslav fighters outnum-
bered six to one, and handicapped by 4,500 of their men wound-
ed or ill with typhoid, whom they refused to abandon. 
Aided by a rough, mountainous terrain and using every available 
weapon they could find {the Molotov cocktail, a hand-made 
incendiary weapon, had its origin here), including supplies wrested 
from their enemies, the partisan army was able to inflict severe 
casualties on the invading Italian and German forces through 
cunning strategy and unusual battle tactics.
 Encircled by the enemy and backed against the one remaining 
bridge across the River Neretva, the partisans, while maintaining a 
heavy rearguard action, succeed in reaching the bridge after a 
furious battle during which they destroy the Italian offensive. The 
partisan leader, Vlado (played by Yul Brynner), declares to the 

horror of his frustrated fighters, receipt of orders from Tito's 
headquarters to destroy the Neretva bridge. 
Against their wishes, the bridge is sent crashing into the river 
below by the explosives. His action convinces General Loh ring 
(played by Curt Jurgens) that the partisans have changed their 
strategy to break through encirclements elsewhere. He rede-
ploys his forces, thus easing strength at the bridgehead. Taking 
advantage of this move, the partisans succeed in crossing the 
raging, icy river over a footbridge of planks hastily built along 
the ruined girders. 
Although their ruse is discovered by the Luftwaffe before final 
regrouping on the opposite bank, it is too late for the Axis 
forces. The partisans move out to engage and destroy the rival 
Chetnik divisions massed for their attack. A decisive blow has 
been dealt with Hitler's Third Reich in the Balkans. 
 To film this epic chronicle of raw courage and stubborn 
savagery, executive producers Henry T. Weinstein and Anthony 
B. Unger chose Veljko Bulajic, the renowned Yugoslav director 
noted for his adroit handling of epic subjects. A major interna-
tional effort in planning and logistics was also required of the 
production units to film the screenplay by Ugo Pirro, Ratko 

Djurovic, Stevo and Veljko Bulajic (with English adaptation by Alfred 
Hayes). 
Starring an international cast including Yul Brynner, Curt Jurgens, 
Franco Nero, Hardy Kruger, Silva Koscina, Sergei Bondarcuk (Rus-
sia's brilliant director of War and Peace fame), with a special appear-
ance by Orson Welles as a royalist senator, The Battle of Neretva, in 
keeping with most war films, contains numerous scenes of "mass 
proportions," which required the services of approximately 10,000 
soldiers in more than 60% of the picture. Military equipment of World 
War II vintage was used on an equally prodigious scale, as were 
upwards of a thousand horses, with the best Croatian riders, in 
several key sequences. 
Military experts from Yugoslavia, Germany, and Italy each contributed 
to the battle scenes with tanks, artillery, planes and cannons. Special 
effects were provided by Barrandow Studios in Prague, while the 
U.S.S.R. supplied a team of pyrotechnicians. Four 1943 Bosnian 
villages and a complete fortress were constructed for destruction by 
bombardment. The film's most difficult sequence required the demoli-
tion of the 400-foot bridge, which was left in the Neretva as a 
permanent memorial to those who gave their lives in the struggle 
against oppression in Yugoslavia more than thirty years ago. 
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1. Prelude 2:33
2. The Retreat 3:42
3. Separation 4:04
4. From Italy 3:17
5. Chatniks' March 1:48
6. Farewell 1:50
7. Partisan March 1:30
8. Pastorale 1:58
9. The Turning Point 5:16
10. The Death Of Danica 2:12
11. Finale - Victory! 2:33
Total Time: 30:43
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