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Bola Sete



With the solid classical technique of Sete leading the way, this is a 
gently swinging set of mostly low-key Brazilian jazz (with a few livelier 
exceptions), as played by Sete's New Brazilian Trio. Like several 
Brazilian guitarists of the period, Sete is not a jazz player per se, 
following the contours of the rhythms with classical flourishes, some-
times, as in the case of Baden Powell's "Consolacao," turning out 
lengthy, ritual-like incantations on one chord. The drummer simply 
known as Paulinho makes a versatile showing in all kinds of related 
rhythms; "Baion Blues" actually finds him simulating a rock & roll beat, 
perhaps a harbinger of tropicalismo developments to come in Brazil. 
Sebastiao Neto, on his way to fame in Sergio Mendes' bands, provides 
a hypnotic bass presence.

   Born in Rio de Janeiro, Bola Sete's name means "Seven Ball". In 
Brazilian billiards, the seven ball is the only black ball on the table, and 
Bola got this nickname when he was the only black member of a small 
jazz group. He studied guitar at the Conservatory of Rio and he started 
performing with his own sextet and local samba groups while he was 
still a student. His early influences were guitarists Django Reinhardt, 
Charlie Christian, Barney Kessel, George Van Eps, and Oscar Moore 
(of the Nat King Cole Trio), while he was also captured by the sound of 
the big bands that were touring South America at that time (Dizzy 
Gillespie, Tommy Dorsey, Woody Herman). His career started in 1952, 
where he played various clubs and hotels around Italy for four years. 
Then, he returned to Brazil and started touring all of South America, 
during which time the manager of the Sheraton hotels noticed him and 
decided to bring him to the US to play in the hotels. He played for a 

while in New York's Park Sheraton, later moving to San Francisco to 
play in the Sheraton Palace. Dizzy Gillespie was staying there at the 
time and listening to Bola Sete playing every day. When Gillespie 
decided to bring his pianist Lalo Schifrin to the hotel, he discovered 
that Lalo and Bola had already met and played together in Argentina. 
This meeting was the beginning of Bola's success in the US. In the fall 
of 1962, Gillespie took the guitarist to the Ninth Annual Monterey Jazz 
Festival, where he enjoyed a huge success. After that, he toured for a 
while with Gillespie and finally returned to San Francisco, where he 
joined the Vince Guaraldi trio. Bola was already well known in the US, 
and his partnership with Guaraldi yielded several well-received record-
ings. After staying for a couple of years with Guaraldi, Bola formed his 
own trio with his fellow Brazilians Sebastian Neto (bass) and Paulinho 
da Costa (drums). With this trio, he appeared at the Monterey Jazz 
Festival in 1966 and released an album of his performance, which 
peaked at #20 on the US Jazz chart.
 In the 1970s, he became friends with guitarist John Fahey, who had 
been an admirer of Sete's. In 1975, Fahey used his Takoma label to 
release Ocean, which comprises recording sessions from 1972. The 
album is now seen as one of Sete's greatest accomplishments.
 During the eighties, Sete suffered from lung cancer, which he attempt-
ed to counter with yoga and meditation. On February 14, 1987, Bola 
Sete died at Marin General Hospital in Greenbrae, California of compli-
cations caused by pneumonia and cancer. The compositions he 
recorded shortly before his death were compiled and released as 
Windspell in 2008.



For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com
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Transferred from a Fantasy Records 4 track tape   Released 1966

1 Baion Blues 2:55
2 Pau De Arara 3:09
3 Coisa 6:20
4 Odeon 2:45
5 Brejeiro 4:00
6 Muhler Rendeira 4:50
7 Consolacao 6:00
8 Quindim De Yaya 2:53
9 Soul Samba 4:48
Total TIme: 37:40

Autentico! 
Bola Sete And His New Brazilian Trio


