
    Born in Burgos, Spain, in 1933, Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos studied violin, piano, music theory and 
composition at the conservatories in Bilbao and Madrid, and conducting at Munich’s Hochschule für 
Musik, where he graduated summa cum laude and was awarded the Richard Strauss Prize. He 
currently is Chief Conductor and Artistic Director of the Dresden Philharmonic.
 He has served as general music director of the Rundfunkorchester (Radio Orchestra) Berlin, principal 
guest conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra in Washington, DC, and music director of the 
Deutsche Oper Berlin, Vienna Symphony, Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI Turin, Bilbao 
Orchestra, National Symphony Orchestra of Spain, the Düsseldorfer Symphoniker, and the Montreal 
Symphony. For many seasons, he was also principal guest conductor of the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony 
Orchestra in Tokyo.
 Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos has conducted virtually all of the major orchestra’s in the United States 
and Canada and returns each season to both the Boston and Tanglewood seasons of the Boston 
Symphony. During the 2006-07 season Maestro Frühbeck will appear with major orchestras across 
North America and Canada including the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Dallas Symphony Orchestra, 
Philadelphia Orchestra, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra, Toronto Symphony.
 He is a regular guest conductor with most of the major European ensembles, including the London 
Philharmonia, the Berlin, Munich, and Hamburg Philharmonic Orchestras, the German Radio 
Orchestras, and the Vienna Symphony. He has also conducted the Israel Philharmonic and the major 
Japanese orchestras.
 Maestro Frühbeck has made extensive tours with such ensembles as the Philharmonia of London, the 
London Symphony Orchestra, the National Orchestra of Madrid, and the Swedish Radio Orchestra. He 
toured North America with the Vienna Symphony in three different seasons and he has led the Spanish 
National Orchestra on two tours of the United States.
 Since 1975 he has been a member of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts of San Fernando. The 
numerous honours and distinctions he has been awarded include the Gold Medal of the City of Vienna, 
the Bundesverdienstkreutz of the Republic of Austria and Germany, the Gold Medal from the Gustav 
Mahler International Society, and the Jacinto Guerrero Prize, Spain’s most important musical award, 
conferred in 1997 by the Queen of Spain. In 1998 Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos received the appointment 
of "Emeritus Conductor" by the Spanish National Orchestra. He has received an honorary doctorate 
from the University of Navarra in Spain.
  Frühbeck de Burgos died on Wednesday 11 June 2014 in Pamplona, Spain. His wife, María del 
Carmen Martínez de Frühbeck, whom he married in 1959, survives him, as do their two children, 
Rafael Frühbeck Martínez and Gema Frühbeck Martínez. He was buried in his home town of Burgos



This popular set of eight pieces is a fairly early composition, quite 
different from the mature works, such as Iberia, for which Albéniz is 
principally known. Each piece represents a specific region of Spain and 
is cast as a dance, song, or musical form characteristic of that place. 
Without exception, they are technically easier than Iberia, but the writing 
often imitates guitar figurations rather than pianistic ones, making for 
some interesting interpretive problems. In spite of its early place in the 
chronology of Albéniz's output, the entire suite is highly effective and 
subtly evocative. Although playable as a suite, the various pieces are 
often heard separately, frequently in one of the orchestral versions done 
by Arbós and others.

"Granada" (Serenata) is a graceful serenade evoking the strumming of 
the guitar in simple tonic-dominant harmonies against a characteristic 
melody. "Cataluña" (Curranda), a Spanish-style courante, is a lively 
dance in 6/8 time, recalling an early Romantic hunting song. "Sevilla" 
(Sevillanas) is a flamenco-style dance of Andalusian origin, and here 
Albéniz creates one of particular grace. The typical flamenco rhythm 
underlies a lyrical melody in the main sections, while the two hands play 
a recitative-like melody an octave apart for the contrasting sections. 
This is one of the best-known pieces from the suite. "Cadiz" (Saeta) is 
another type of song of Andalusian origin, primarily religious in nature 
and usually sung at Lent to accompany outdoor penitential activities. 

Once again, Albéniz evokes typical guitar figurations in the accompani-
ment, while the right hand plays a lyrical melody.

"Asturias" (Legend), more famous in its guitar transcription, is in three 
parts. The first has a hypnotic melody emerging from a repeated 
single-note ostinato and building to a climax, while the second is a 
dramatic and haunting recitative, evoking the narrative of a legend. The 
third part is an exact repetition of the first part, with a short coda 
added. This number is equally as well known as "Sevilla." "Aragón" 
(Fantasía) is the longest and most pianistically virtuosic piece of the 
suite. It alternates a rhythmic dance with a slower central stanza that 
imitates, once again, typical guitar figurations. At one point, before the 
brilliant presentation of the main material, Albéniz recalls the opening 
piece of the suite, creating a cyclic link, musically and emotionally, with 
"Granada." "Castilla" (Seguidillas) evokes a seguidilla, a song and 
dance of southern Spain that alternates sung lines with guitar inter-
ludes. This alternation is brilliantly evoked in the contrasts of piano 
figuration in this rhythmic dance. "Cuba" (Notturno) is more a dance 
than a nocturne, its main section suggesting the African-inspired 
rhythms of the Western hemisphere with its gentle hemiola 
cross-rhythms. The central section is more lyrical and nostalgic, in 
keeping with the title.
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Albéniz Suite Española - Frühbeck De Burgos New Philharmonia
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Engineers – Kenneth Wilkinson & Alan Reeve
Producer - John Mordler

Recorded by Decca November 1967 at Kingsway Hall

1 Castilla (Seguidillas) 2:30
2 Asturias (Leyenda) 6:27
3 Aragon (Fantasia) 5:05
4 Cadiz (Cancion) 4:52
5 Sevilla (Sevillanas) 4:15
6 Granada (Serenata) 5:36
7 Cataluna (Corranda) 3:01
8 Cordoba 5:30
Total Time: 37:

Albéniz Suite Española
Frühbeck De Burgos conducts the New Philharmonia


