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FACT SHEET

Historical Armenia Collection: As a 
way to creatively honor the Centennial of the 
Armenian Genocide, Ara the Rat, an 
Armenian-themed t-shirt label with over 20 
original designs launches a ‘Historical 
Armenia’ collection. These four new t-shirts 
feature the people and places deeply 
symbolic to Armenian history and culture that 
were lost during significant yet overlooked 
global events. 

Global Effect: With a diaspora scattered 
across the world due to the tragic events of 
1915 in the Ottoman Empire, where over 1.5 
million people lost their lives and growing 
international consciousness of Armenian 
history, the ‘Historical Armenia’ collection is 
reaching customers from Turkey, Canada, 
Germany, Russia, Spain and the U.S.  

Ara the Rat has launched new designs every 
year since its inception in 2010, garnering the 
attention of fans from places like Japan, 
Germany, Venezuela, France and almost 
every state in the U.S. as well as American 
talk show host Conan O’ Brien, who wore a 
design during a segment of his popular cable 
show, “Conan.” 

Ultimate Goal: In addition to marking the 
100th year anniversary of an event that 
changed the course of Armenian history and 
identity forever, this collection is an effort to 
reclaim and preserve Armenian culture and 
presence, which had reached prominent 
heights during the 19th and 20th centuries in 
Anatolia. Much of this was lost during the 
events of 1915. 

It is a meaningful way of saying, “We were 
here.”

What is Ara the Rat? “Ara the Rat” 
is an Armenian-themed t-shirt label 
founded in 2010. All t-shirts are 
conceptualized and designed by 
Keegam Shamlian, a British-Armenian 
graphic designer. 

What does Ara the Rat mean? 
“Ara the Rat” is a play on words of Mount 
Ararat, the iconic symbol of Armenia 
which dominates the skyline of the 
country’s capital, Yerevan.  

Who wears Ara the Rat? Both 
Armenian and non-Armenian customers 
alike from over 30 countries have 
become part of the “Rat Pack.” 

Why is this important? Armenian 
culture has a rich tradition of 
incorporating design and art in its over 
3,500 year history, yet due to genocide, 
migration, violence and war, this 
expression had declined as families 
rearranged their lives over several 
decades.  

In recent years however, an exciting 
class of  Armenian artists from all over 
the world have emerged to usher in a 
new era of Armenian art. Ara the Rat is 
the first Armenian t-shirt company to 
launch, as well as combine original art 
work illustrated by hand with style, 
providing a unique, unprecedented form 
of cultural self-expression. 

For more information contact:  

nnourian@aratherat.com
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