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Out of Print Unit Books
At times, books for  ELLC units go out of print.  Many out-of-print books can be located 
through local libraries and other sources.   In this case, feel free to continue to use these 
books as described in the ELLC.

However, to ensure that educators have appropriate options when out-of-print books 
cannot be located,  a replacement book and suggested edits to the curriculum to align 
with this new book will be identified.  This will occur on an on-going basis – whenever 
a unit book goes out of print.  (You can find a listing of all unit books  on the  ELLC Unit 
Theme Overview – Book B, page 231 .) 

To access information for replacement books and curriculum edits, go to:

1)  www.dynamic-resources.net. Navigate to the ELLC tab and click on the Replacement          
Unit Books link   

                                                                            OR

2) the MU Center for Family Policy and Research website: https://hdfs.missouri.edu/ 
emerging-language-and-literacy-curriculum/.  Click onthe the tab for Replacement Unit 
Books. 

For each out-of-print book, a substitute book and 
suggestions for changes to the curriculum will 
be available for free download.  As appropriate, 
specific information for each substitute book will 
be provided in these areas: 

• Vocabulary

• Language Forms

• Prepositions

• Small and Phonological Group Targets

• ELLC Circle Time

• Learning Centers

• Themed Arts

Sample provided here.

IMPORTANT:  Programs that have access to out-of- 
print books do not need to replace these titles unless 
they wish to do so.



 

ELLC 
UNIT 1 

Same/Different and Feelings 

The Rhyming Book for Unit 1:  Hooray for You!  is no longer in print. If you cannot locate the main 
book described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following replacement book. 

 

Title: 
It’s OK to be Different 

Author and Illustrator: 
     Author: Sharon Purtill 
     Illustrator: Sujata Saha 

Publisher and ISBN Number: 
Publisher: Dunhill Clare Publishing Date: 2019    
ISBN:  Hardcover 978-0-9734104-4-0   
Paperback 978-0-9734104-5-7 
 

 

It’s OK to be Different celebrates diversity in children.  Different appearances, strengths and 
challenges, likes and dislikes, and favorite activities are among the characteristics presented. This 
book was selected because of the rhyming verse and colorful illustrations that portray elements of 
diversity. 

 
Vocabulary 

 
No changes 

 
Prepositions: 

 
No changes 

 
Language Forms: 

 
No changes 

 
Target Phoneme/Letter 

 
No changes 

 

 
Language Notes and Language Forms 
• Unit vocabulary can remain the same. The vocabulary for this Unit frequently 

occurs in the illustrations in the unit books and not, necessarily, in print.  For 
example, in the Main Book for the Unit, curly and straight hair are demonstrated 
in illustrations and the teacher and children discuss the illustrations and 
vocabulary during book reading. In the Related Book, self-care and self-care items 
are pictured (e.g. towel, bed). In the replacement rhyming book concepts such as 
“short/tall” are illustrated and printed. Unit vocabulary for this Unit can also be 
strongly targeted in ELLC Circle Time, Themed Art, and Learning Center activities. 

• The replacement rhyming book gives the teacher and children the opportunity to 
explore other vocabulary. For example, children with disabilities are featured with 
aids such as crutches, wheelchairs, and slings. Also mentioned are differences in 
the way children talk such as with accents.  

• ELLC Circle Time activities for this Unit provide multiple opportunities for 
instruction of the Unit vocabulary including vocabulary for self-care, self-care 
items, awareness of body parts, individual characteristics, and individual 
preferences. 

PA Groups: 
Day 2-Rhyming Word Pairs from 
It’s OK to be Different: 
 
true-who                No changes for 
hike-bike                PA Groups for 
yellow-fellow          Days 1,3,4 
thing-sing 
blocks-socks 
small-tall 
math-path 
chairs-stairs 

ELLC Circle Time: 
 
No changes 
necessary 
 

Learning Centers: 
 
No changes 
necessary 

Themed Art 
 
No changes 
necessary 



 

ELLC 
UNIT 3 

Apples 

The Main Book for Unit 3:  The Apple Pie Tree is no longer in print. If you cannot locate the main 
book described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following replacement book. 

 

Title: 
The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree 

Author and Illustrator: 
     Gail Gibbons 

Publisher: 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 1984    
ISBN:  0152712453 

 
The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree describes the seasons of an apple tree as Arnold 
observes buds and blossoms in the spring, leaves in the summer, apples in the fall, and bare 
branches to hang popcorn and berries for birds in the winter.  With his family, Arnold makes a 
wreath from apple blossoms, bakes an apple pie, and makes apple cider.  This book was 
chosen because of the topic, vocabulary, and the natural sequencing of the story.  The story is 
the perfect context for a field trip to an apple orchard and for baking an apple pie.  

 
VOCABULARY CHANGES:  
(word in red is replacement word all other  
words remain the same) 
 
Apple     Core         Soft            Biting 
Tree       Basket      Hard          Falling 
Seeds    Pie            Peeling      Waiting 
Leaf       Top           Picking      Tasting 
Stem      Bottom     Reaching   Baking 
 
Remove: bucket 

 
Language Notes and Language Forms 

• One of the Language Forms targeted in Unit 3 is:  
is+verb+ing. This language form and the 
vocabulary containing this language form may still 
be targeted in this unit by using the form during 
picture description and book discussion. For 
example: “This person in the picture is “baking.” 

• “What” questions remain a target and are 
integrated into each of the key components 

 

PA Groups: 
 
Phoneme/Letter 
remain the same. 
 
No changes necessary 
for Days 1-4 for Small 
PA Group activities. 

ELLC Circle Time: 
 
No changes necessary 
 

Learning Centers: 
 
No changes 
necessary 

Themed Art 
 
No changes 
necessary 



 

ELLC 
UNIT 4 

Shapes and Grocery Store 

The Related Book for Unit 4:  Our Corner Grocery Store is no longer in print. If you cannot locate 
the main book described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following 

replacement book. 
 
 

 

Title: 
Stanley’s Store 

Author and Illustrator 
William Bee    

Publisher & ISBN Number 

Peachtree Publishers, 2017  

ISBN 978-1-56145-868-4 

 

Stanley’s Store describes a busy day at Stanley’s store. Stanley unloads produce from his truck and uses 

his forklift to stock the store. Myrtle, Shamus, and Little Woo shop for groceries among Stanley’s beautiful 

displays of vegetables, fruits, bread, and cheeses of different shapes. The rich illustrations in this book 

provide many options for discussions of food groups, shapes, colors, and shopping for groceries. The book 

sets the stage for the creation of a grocery store in the Dramatic Play Center and the concepts are 

supported in ELLC Circle Time activities. Opportunities for focusing on vocabulary related to the unit 

theme and key concept abound in the story and the illustrations in this book. 
 

 
VOCABULARY CHANGES:  
(Words in red are replacement words. Other words 
remain the same.) 
 
Circle           Cash register     A lot             Aisle 
Square         Grocery store    Pushing       Height 
Triangle        Cart                   Buying        Display 
Rectangle     Pizza                Selling         Vegetable  
Shapes         All                     Shopping     Fruit 

    
Remove:  some, none, first, next 

 
Language Notes and Language Forms 

• Note: The words “rectangle” and “grocery 
store” do not appear in print in the book 
selections.  The illustrations and stories 
provide ample opportunity to describe and 
target these words. 

• “Wh” questions remain a target and can 
be integrated into each key component. 

• Prepositions for the Unit remain the same. 

PA Groups: 
 
Phoneme/Letter 
remain the same 
 
No changes necessary 
for Days 1-4 PA 
Groups activities 

ELLC Circle Time: 
 
No changes necessary 
 

Learning Centers: 
 
No changes 
necessary 

Themed Art 
 
No changes 
necessary 



 

ELLC 
UNIT 4 

Shapes and Grocery Store 

The Related Book for Unit 4:  Our Corner Grocery Store is no longer in print. If you cannot locate 
the main book described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following 

replacement book. 
 
 

 

Title: 
Stanley’s Store 

Author and Illustrator 
William Bee    

Publisher & ISBN Number 

Peachtree Publishers, 2017  

ISBN 978-1-56145-868-4 

 

Stanley’s Store describes a busy day at Stanley’s store. Stanley unloads produce from his truck and uses 

his forklift to stock the store. Myrtle, Shamus, and Little Woo shop for groceries among Stanley’s beautiful 

displays of vegetables, fruits, bread, and cheeses of different shapes. The rich illustrations in this book 

provide many options for discussions of food groups, shapes, colors, and shopping for groceries. The book 

sets the stage for the creation of a grocery store in the Dramatic Play Center and the concepts are 

supported in ELLC Circle Time activities. Opportunities for focusing on vocabulary related to the unit 

theme and key concept abound in the story and the illustrations in this book. 
 

 
VOCABULARY CHANGES:  
(Words in red are replacement words. Other words 
remain the same.) 
 
Circle           Cash register     A lot             Aisle 
Square         Grocery store    Pushing       Height 
Triangle        Cart                   Buying        Display 
Rectangle     Pizza                Selling         Vegetable  
Shapes         All                     Shopping     Fruit 

    
Remove:  some, none, first, next 

 
Language Notes and Language Forms 

• Note: The words “rectangle” and “grocery 
store” do not appear in print in the book 
selections.  The illustrations and stories 
provide ample opportunity to describe and 
target these words. 

• “Wh” questions remain a target and can 
be integrated into each key component. 

• Prepositions for the Unit remain the same. 

PA Groups: 
 
Phoneme/Letter 
remain the same 
 
No changes necessary 
for Days 1-4 PA 
Groups activities 

ELLC Circle Time: 
 
No changes necessary 
 

Learning Centers: 
 
No changes 
necessary 

Themed Art 
 
No changes 
necessary 



 

ELLC 
UNIT 5 

Pumpkins and Sounds 

The Rhyming Book for Unit 5:  The Runaway Pumpkin is no longer in print. If you cannot locate 
the rhyming book described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following 

replacement book. 
 
 

 
 

Title: 
Piggies in the Pumpkin Patch 

Author and Illustrator 
Author and illustrator: Mary Peterson and 

Jennifer Rofé    

  

 

Publisher & ISBN Number 
Charlesbridge, 2010  

ISBN 978-1-57091-461-4 

 

 

Piggies in the Pumpkin Patch is a delightful book about two pigs and their antics around the farm that 

eventually lead them to the pumpkin patch.  This story is filled with rich descriptions and strong 

vocabulary that helps the reader envision the pigs and their fun.  It also has several prepositions 

embedded in the text that will allow dramatic play opportunities where the children can act out the 

actions in the story.  The vocabulary within the book provides opportunities for higher level vocabulary 

instruction that can be incorporated into learning centers and circle time instruction.  This story is sure to 

be a favorite in the classroom.  
 

 
VOCABULARY CHANGES:  
No vocabulary changes are necessary 

    
 

 
Language Notes and Language Forms 

• The following prepositions are listed within 
the text and may be a supplement for the 
prepositions in the unit: over, under, 
behind, into, between, along, across, 
through and around. 

• The Language form remains the same. 
 

PA Groups: 
 
Phoneme/Letter 
remain the same 
 
Rhyming word 
replacements for this 
unit: 
Peek/sneak 
Race/chase 
Crash/dash 
Trees/bees 

ELLC Circle Time: 
 
No changes necessary 
 

Learning Centers: 
 
No changes 
necessary 

Themed Art 
 
No changes 
necessary 



 

ELLC 
UNIT 8 
 

 
SEASONAL CELEBRATIONS 

The Related Book for Unit 8:  Hooray for Hanukkah! is no longer in print. If you cannot locate the 
related book described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following replacement 
book. 

 

Title: 
Clifford Celebrates Hanukkah 

 

Author and Illustrator: 
     Norman Bridwell 

Publisher: 
     Scholastic, Inc.   2015   
 
ISBN:  054582334X 

Emily Elizabeth and Clifford join their classmate Melissa and her family for the celebration 
of Hanukkah in the book Clifford Celebrates Hanukkah.  They learn about the story of 
Hanukkah, the special food they eat, the songs and games they play and the presents 
they give.   

VOCABULARY: 
 
No vocabulary changes are necessary 

LANGUAGE FORMS: 
 
No changes necessary 

PA Groups: 
 
No changes necessary 

Circle Time: 
 
No changes necessary 

Learning Centers: 
 
No changes necessary 



ELLC 
UNIT 17 

Zoo 

The Main Book for Unit 17:  Going To the Zoo is not currently available. If you cannot locate the main 
book described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following replacement book. 

Title: 
The View At the Zoo 

Author and Illustrator 
Author: Kathleen Long Bostrom 

Illustrator:  Guy Francis 

Publisher & ISBN Number 
WorthyKids (April 1, 2015) 

ISBN #:  978-0824956691 

NEW BOOK DESCRIPTION:   A new format for this humorous twist on a visit to the zoo, just who has the 

more interesting view? As morning dawns, the zookeeper makes his rounds, exhorting the animals to 

wake up, comb their hair, and stand up straight. Soon their human visitors arrive, and the observations 

begin to flow: My, what silly things they do, all these creatures at the zoo. Walking on all kinds of feet, 

dancing to an inner beat. Babies riding on their backs, on their bellies, snug in sacks. Hear the silly 

sounds they speak, as they howl and squawk and shriek! But just who is talking about whom? With a 

clever twist of text and bright and festive illustrations, this picture book will have children begging for a trip 

to the zoo. 
VOCABULARY CHANGES:  
(Words in red are replacement words. Other 
words remain the same.) 
 Zoo      Leopard’s spots   Hanging  
Clapped      Picnicking  Scratching 
Zookeeper  Roaring      Pail 
Cage      Seal      Tour 
Kangaroo’s pouch  Climbed  Chattering 
Elephant’s trunk     Swinging  Creature 
Monkey's tail      View 

     Remove:  taking, yellow hat, heavy, light 

Teacher Choice Bonus Word (Tier 3):  

marsupial  

Language Notes and Language Forms 
 Vocabulary: words are pictured if not in print.
There is a good opportunity to teach synonyms (sack,
pocket, pouch) in unit books.

 Language forms remain the same and are
represented in the three unit books.

 Prepositions remain the same and are
emphasized in ELLC Circle Time E.

PA 
Groups: 

No changes 

ELLC 
Circle 
Time: 

No changes 

Learning 
Centers: 

No changes 

Optional Activities: Jack’s class is 
on a field trip at the zoo. There are 
so many animals to see and so 
many animal sounds to hear! What 
animals will they meet? 
. 
Note: This book has simple grammar 
and few words per page making it a 
good choice for younger children or 

children with language difficulties. 



 

ELLC 
UNIT 
19 

Insects 

The Main Book for Unit 19: The Very Busy Spider is currently unavailable. If you cannot locate this 
original main book described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following 

replacement book. 
 

 

Title: 
The Backyard Bug Book for Kids 

Author and Illustrator 
Author: Lauren Davidson 

Art Producer: Sue Bischofberger 

Publisher & ISBN Number 
 
Publisher:  Rockridge Press (September 24, 2019) 

ISBN #: 978-1-64152-525-1 

 

 

REPLACEMENT BOOK DESCRIPTION:   

This book by Lauren Davidson, a practicing entomologist, takes children on an educational adventure bursting 
with colorful illustrations and photographs. A story and pictures introduce children to the types of insects they are 
likely to see in their environment. The book tells the story of a curious caterpillar on a journey while trying to 
picture what it will become. During the quest, the caterpillar encounters many backyard bugs as it leaves its 
chrysalis and completes its lifecycle to become a butterfly.  In addition to the story, each page contains pictures 
and factual information about the insects the caterpillar meets during the journey. This book anchors the key 
concept of the unit by providing children with names, visuals, characteristics, habitats, and habits of insects. A 
bonus for teachers is the suggestions for activities at the end of the book. Many will correspond with suggestions 
for ELLC Circle Time and Learning Centers.  

VOCABULARY CHANGES:  
(Words in red are replacement words. 
Other words remain the same.) 
Spin                 Feed             Carry 
Squish             Town             Steal   
Crumb              Listening       Down                    
Ant                   Dragonfly      Beneath            
Glowing           Cricket           Web 
Around            Leave             Dig 
Tiny                 Giant      
                 Delete: Busy                         
Teacher Choice Bonus Words (Tier 
3*): entomologist, chrysalis, 
crustaceans, arachnid 

*subject-specific vocabulary 

Language Notes and Language Forms 
 Several of the vocabulary words are found in the Related/Rhyming book. 

The Backyard Bug Book for Kids provides ample pictures and 
descriptions to teach children the names and labels for characteristics of 
many insects in addition to those in the vocabulary list. The illustrations 
and stories in both books provide ample opportunity to describe and 
target several of the vocabulary words as do ELLC Circle Time activities. 

 The language forms (verb+ing) and question forms can be incorporated 
into each key component. For example, descriptions of what each insect 
is doing targets verb+ing (e.g., the spider- not an insect- is spinning a 
web; the ants are marching; the dragonfly is gliding, etc.). Question forms 
can be included in all key components, especially shared storybook 
reading and ELLC Circle Time 

 Prepositions for the Unit remain the same. 

PA 
Groups: 
 
 
No 
changes 

ELLC 
Circle 
Time: 
 
No 
changes 
 
 

Learning 
Centers: 
 
 
No 
changes 

Optional Activities: 
ELLC Unit 19, Insects, lists a Main Book (see replacement 
main book on this form: The Backyard Bug Book for Kids) and 
a Related Book which doubles as the Rhyming Book for the 
Unit (Hey Little Ant). A suggested third or supplemental book 
for this unit is Some Bugs by Angela Diterlizzi. This book 
features butterflies and moths, crickets and cicadas, bumblebees 

and beetles, and is a rhyming exploration of backyard-bug behavior. The book 
is rich in verb+ing words that describe insect behavior in the story, for 
example: stinging, biting, hopping, gliding, swimming, hiding.  

 



 

ELLC 
UNIT 21 

Gardening 

The Rhyming Book for Unit 21:  Can I Help?  is no longer in print. If you cannot locate the rhyming book 
described in ELLC Book B for this unit, the authors suggest the following replacement book. 

 

Title: 
In a Garden 

Author and Illustrator 

Author: Tim McCanna 

Illustrator: Aim’ee Sicuro 

  

 

Publisher & ISBN Number 

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Children, 2020 

ISBN 978-1-5344-1797-7 

 

  

In a Garden is a descriptive rhyming adventure detailing the occurrences in a garden on the hill in a city. This story 

is filled with rich vocabulary and a cadence that demands this story be read aloud.  The stages of life in the garden 

are laid out in beautiful pictures capturing both the growth of the plants but also the seasons of the garden.  This 

book provides many opportunities for discussion of science concepts. 

VOCABULARY CHANGES:  
Replace the following vocabulary words with the 
words in red: 
Hoe-seedling 
Sweeping- shimmer 
Hose- root 
Mowing- breeze 
Lawmmower- nectar 
Handshovel- bloom 
Watering can- light 
Watering- bursting 

Prepositions and Language Forms 
Prepositions and language Forms remain the 
same.  
 
Under questions:  
Remove “Can I__” from the list. 
 
Under is+ing: 
Remove the example “He is mowing” and 
replace with “bursting up and out”. 

PA Groups: 
Phoneme/Letter remain the same 
 

Rhyming word replacements for this unit: 
Hill/trill 
Toil/soil 
Wide/hide 
Bright/light 
Breeze/trees 
Day/way 
Shoot/root 
Ground/sound 
Snails/tails 
 
PA Day 2 
*Read the unit rhyming storybook In a Garden to 
the class.   
The remainder of Day 2 PA group remains the 
same.  

ELLC Circle Time: 
 
Circle time E: 
*Remains the same 
with the exception of 
this correction of the 
first sentence of this 
activity. 
 
The main storybook 
for this unit is about 
helping. 
 

Learning 
Centers: 
 
No changes 
necessary 

Themed Art 
 
No changes 
necessary 
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