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So, What Makes 
us Qualified to 
Talk About 
This?

✓ Professors

✓ Researchers 

✓ Specialize in early Language and 
Literacy

✓ Book Lovers

AND….. 



SUZY
• Author of 5 children’s books 

(Word Sprouts)

• First words/signs; early word 
combination; pretend play; 
vocabulary of feelings/self-
regulation; emergent literacy



SHARI
• Author of 5 children’s books 

and clinical resources related 
to early language and literacy

• Publisher specializing in 
children’s books written by 
SLPs for SLPs



DISCLOSURES
Shari

• Books used to demonstrate 
strategies are published by my 
company (because I own the 
copyright).  Additional books 
will be discussed, but cannot 
be shown (copyright again).  
Author of Read with Me.

• No non-financial relationships 
exist

Suzy
• Books used to demonstrate 

how to evaluate picture books 
are written by the author (due 
to copyright).  

• No non-financial relationships 
exist.



Parent:

“What can I do to help support my child’s 
language and literacy development?”



You:

READ WITH THEM!!!



We are GREAT at the “why” 
part of this answer

In a nutshell, research tells us:

Early experiences with language 
and literacy provide children with 
the foundation they need to 
become good readers when they 
reach school (and beyond).



How to Read with 
Children

What to Read with 
Children

BUT WHAT ABOUT:



Outcomes
1. (What) Evaluate and choose 

picture books, using an 
evidence-supported tool, to 
facilitate emergent literacy. 
(Suzy)

2. (How) Use, and teach others 
to use, interactive reading 
strategies. (Shari)

3. (FUN!) Apply concepts provide 
to create/self-author books 
for preschoolers. 



CHOOSING CHILDREN’S BOOKS
“What” to Read



WHAT book should we read?

• Child interest

• Books that have worked well

• Our childhood favorites

• Classroom themes

• Language level

• Diversity of characters and their stories 
(+ influence perceptions of all children) 
(for 10 tips see Harris & Owen van 
Horne, 2021)

• Language/literacy goals

• CAN WE BE MORE SYSTEMATIC???



What are the language-
literacy goals?

• Attention and engagement

• Oral language

• Vocabulary

• Syntax to narratives

• Pragmatics (conversational 
skills, pragmatic functions)

• Comprehension

• Critical thinking

• Phonological awareness

• Print awareness

• ABCs



DEMONSTRATION:
Think about what goals this book is good for...













Let's get systematic:

Does this book

facilitate...

FIND IN HANDOUTS



... ATTENTION & ENGAGEMENT?
• Get visual attention

• Illustrations bright, sweet

• Text to illustration ratio

• Diversity of characters (see myself )

• Get auditory attention

• Rhythmical/song

• Sound effects/animal sounds

• Character voices

• Relatable story (hear myself )

• Sensory-motor engagement

• Movement (gross motor, fine motor)

• Tactile (lift-the-flap, sensory)

• Verbal engagement

• Repetitive refrains

• Asks questions

• BONUS: SELF-REGULATION



...ORAL LANGUAGE 
GOALS?

• New vocabulary

• Focused stimulation-64 times! (Alt, et al., 
2020)

• Literacy vocab

• Metalinguistic vocab?

• Syntax, narratives, pretend play sequences

• Pragmatics

• Conversation: Q & A; turn taking, repetitive 
refrains for echo or call and response

• Functions: greet, reject, comment, request...

• Comprehension

• Provide instructions to follow (breathing 
instructions)

• Critical thinking

• Provide a problem to solve (Why is he mad?)



...PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS GOALS?

• Listening

• Rhyme

• Alliteration

• Other sound/syllable play (add, drop)



...PRINT AWARENESS GOALS?
• Picture/word 

correspondence

• Fonts

• Speech bubbles

• Signs

• Highlighted print

• ABC/123



SUMMARY:
Now You're Peaceful 
and You Know It





Invitation

Try a systemic review of 
your favorite picture 
books!



USING CHILDREN’S BOOKS
“How” to read with children



Interactive Reading Strategies

• Selecting appropriate books is only part of the equation.

• Interactive reading strategies encourage children to be active 
participants in the reading interaction, paralleling how children 
learn language in the dyad.

• Can be implemented long before children can decode.  (And after!)

• Are build on a robust literature base.

• Can be implemented in small groups and large groups and taught 
to parents/educators.



Echo Reading
Paired Reading
Questioning Strategies
Predicting 
Wordless Books
Reader’s Theatre

Interactive Reading Strategies



ECHO READING



• Not a natural strategy, but very effective.

• Adult reads a short amount of text and cues the child to 
“Copy me!”or “Say what I say!”

• Helps children understand that what we say matches the 
words on the page.

• Builds confidence and encourages interactions.

• Best for books with short phrases, bright pictures, and 
engaging story lines.















Important!
• Children should not be “forced” to participate 

in echo reading (or any other interactive 
reading strategy).

• Simply invite, pause, and move on.

• Errors are not an issue.

• Goal is participation, not perfection!













More Books 
for Echo 
Reading

See handouts for longer list



PAIRED READING



• This strategy is used naturally by most adults.

• Best for books that have strong rhythm & 
rhyme or a repetitive phrase.

• Use pausing, stress, and intonation to cue 
child when it is his or her turn.

• Be sure to read the book at least five times 
before asking child to pair read.





“Why sit around and mope all day?”



So, everyone hurried home to get

their own, amazing talented pet!









Important
• If child does not take a turn when invited, 

pause, then fill in the words and move on.

• Continue to provide opportunities for the child 
to take a turn, but NO PRESSURE.



More Paired 
Reading Books
• Strong Rhythm and Rhyme

• Repetitive Phrases

See handouts for longer list



FRIENDLY QUESTIONS



How NOT to Ask a Question
 Many parents/teachers know that asking 

questions is a good way to involve children in the 
story.

 Unfortunately, most parents (and those who 
should know better) use close-ended questions 
almost exclusively and push children to provide 
the “right” answer.

 This is actually counter-productive to building 
early language and literacy skills!



If we had time, I would torture 
you..

What did Nick find in his breakfast 

cereal box?

Who had seats by the window in the 

car? (3 Names)

Who was Paul’s best friend?

What did Albert get in his lunch bag?

What colors shoes did Alex want?

What was the last terrible, horrible 

thing that happened to Alexander?



Open-ended (“friendly 
questions”) encourage 

participation, facilitate longer 
verbalizations and help the 

child to think critically.

Accept all answers



Any Book can be used to ask 
friendly questions
• But some books are better than others..

• Look for those that have 

• Pictures or plots that encourage 
questions

• a lot of visual detail

• Questions built in!













More Books that support 
Friendly Questions

See handouts for longer list



PREDICTION



• Books can provide both auditory 
and visual prediction.

• Be sure to preview books before 
reading them to children (so you 
don’t miss prediction cues).

• Accept all answers.





















More books for 
Prediction!

See handouts for longer list



Wordless Books



Wordless Books
• Provide for numerous opportunities to use 

questioning and predicting strategies.

• Build critical thinking and language skills by 
encouraging children to develop storylines on 
their own.





Add sequencing cards



See handouts for longer list

More Wordless 
Books



READER’S THEATRE



• Encourages children to engage more than just 
their eyes and ears in reading.

• Can be as simple as choosing books that 
encourage movement to acting out the complete 
story line with commercial props (and anything in 
between!)





























More Reader’s Theatre 



Children learn to read 

by reading with  you.

They keep reading 

because they learn to 

LOVE to read!



Handouts and Books Lists Provided in 
YOUR Handouts



WRITING CHILDREN’S BOOKS



Consider both the “Choosing” and 
“Using” aspects of Storybook 
Reading



Consider what you 
learned about how to 
CHOOSE books..

And then apply that to 
CREATING them!

ATTENTION

AND 

ENGAGEMENT

LANGUAGE 

TARGETS

Syntax,

Sequence

Phonological 

Awareness

PRETEND PLAY

PRINT 

AWARENESS



Include opportunities for active 
participation in the reading 
interaction.

✓Echo Reading
✓Paired Reading
✓Questioning Strategies
✓Predicting 
✓Wordless Books
✓Reader’s Theatre



Know what skills you want to 
target.

It’s not just 
about a “fun” 

story.



Make it
Parent Friendly



Consider extension 
activities/materials





Some 
Successful SLP 
Authors



Liz Kriston
• Word Menders Series

• Phonological Processes

• Paired Reading

• Friendly Questions

Cluster Reduction Voicing

Final 
Consonant
Deletion

Initial 
Consonant
Deletion

Stopping



Flashcards
of phonological 
contrasts in book



Alexandra 
Bowser
Morphology

Friendly Questions

Echo Reading

Wordless Books





Roots and 
Branches





Perry Flynn
CCSS

Figurative Language

Alliteration

Descriptive Words

Predicting

Friendly Questions

TONS MORE…





Rudy Mania



CHOOSING, USING, 
and CREATING 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS.

SLPs do it all!

Super 
SLP


