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Literature-based 
intervention has been 
recommended as a 
best practice to support 
language and literacy 
goals for young 
children with language 
delays for over 25 
years. 

We love using books in therapy because they are:

•Low cost or no cost 
•Readily available
•Portable 
•FUN!!!

Books naturally 
help develop both 
oral and written 
language and 
(when used 
correctly) facilitate 
a love of reading.

Given their comprehensive knowledge 
of language and literacy development 
speech/language pathologists are 
uniquely qualified to author books 
that supports development in both 
domains.
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BUT…
Not all books are created equal

Particularly with 
children who are at 
risk for delayed, 
constrained, or 
disordered language 
development.

Authoring books for 
children with 
communication disorders or 
delays can be greatly 
enhanced when SLP 
authors have a solid 
understanding of the 
research and 
characteristics of children’s 
books that best support 
emergent and early literacy.

ART BASED IN SCIENCE

Key themes of research related 
to writing children’s books to 
support early language and 
literacy development 

Objective #1
KEY THEME (#1)

Authors must be cognizant 
of emergent literacy goals 
when developing children’s 
literature for intervention 
(and beyond).
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Key Theme #1

KEY THEME (#2)

To increase opportunities to 
use language in the natural 
context of joint reading, 
authors must consider how 
to build opportunities for 
active participation into 
reading interactions.

Interactive Reading Strategies

• Interactive reading strategies encourage children to be active 
participants in the reading interaction, paralleling how children 
learn language in the dyad.

• Can be implemented long before children can decode.  (And after!)

• Are built on a robust literature base.

• Can be implemented in small groups and large groups and taught 
to parents/educators.

Key Theme #2
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KEY THEME (#3)

Authors must consider the 
impact of specific elements, 
characteristics, and genres 
of children’s books on early 
language and literacy 
development in general and 
in relation to specific skills 
and targeted outcomes.

Key Theme #3

Key Theme #3

Key Theme #3

GETTING your 
STORY INTO 
PRINT
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Publisher versus Self-
Publishing

Working with a Publisher

• NO COSTS to author.
• Publisher works with the author to develop product.
• Publisher assumes all costs of developing, printing, marketing, selling, 

warehousing, etc.
• Contracts with illustrators, graphic artists, printers etc to bring project to 

fruition
• Book published under company imprint.
• Publisher owns copyright
• Pays the author an agreed upon portion of the profits from each book 

(“Royalty)

Self Publishing

• Author pays for all costs of publishing, 
printing, marketing, etc.

• Author contracts with illustrators, etc.
• Typically printed “on-demand.”

Examples of Self Publishers
•Amazonproinc.com
•Kdpamazonbookmarketing.com 
(Kindle ebooks only)

•Outskirtspress.com
•Bookwritercoerner.com
•Lulu.com
•Penquinghostwriting.com

Publisher = Printer

 Publishers work with authors to develop products 

 Printers print the finished product.

What do Publishers Want
• Unique Idea
• A book they can market (it does no one 

any good if a book just sits in a warehouse  
because it doesn’t fit the profile of the 
publishers)
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My first 
question to 
potential 
authors….
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Minimal and Maximal 
Pair Therapy to treat 
phonological processes 

(well researched)
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*Multiples of 4

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Know the skills you want to 
target 

(and the related research/theoretical base)

It’s not just about a “fun” story.
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Include opportunities for active 
participation in the reading 
interaction.

Echo Reading
Paired Reading
Questioning Strategies
Predicting 
Wordless Books
Reader’s Theatre

Social Learning Theory
Robust literature base

Make it
Parent Friendly

Consider extension 
activities/materials (and 
possible sequels/series) Engage Your 

Imagination!

Create Your 
Action Plan
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