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We’re Going on a Book 
Hunt: Choosing, Using, 
and Creating Children’s 
Books for Intervention

Shari Robertson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Board Certified Specialist-Child 
Language

SHAV Convention, 2023

Literature-based 
intervention has been 
recommended as a best 
practice to support 
language and literacy 
goals for young children 
with language delays 
for over 25 years. 

We love using books in therapy because they are:

•Low cost or no cost 
•Readily available
•Portable 
•FUN!!!

Parent:

“What can I do to help support my child’s 
language and literacy development?”

You:

READ WITH THEM!!!

We are GREAT at the “why” 
part of this answer
In a nutshell, research tells us:

Early experiences with language 
and literacy provide children with 
the foundation they need to 
become good readers when they 
reach school (and beyond).

How to Read with 
Children

What to Read with 
Children

BUT WHAT ABOUT: Outcomes
1. (What) Evaluate and choose books, 

using an evidence-supported tool, to 
facilitate therapy goals.

2. (How) Use, and teach others to use, 
interactive reading strategies to 
facilitate language and literacy 
development.

3. (FANTASTIC) Apply concepts to 
create/self-author children’s books 
for preschoolers

CHOOSING CHILDREN’S BOOKS
“What” to Read
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Books naturally help 
develop both oral 
and written 
language and (when 
used correctly) 
facilitate a love of 
reading.

.

BUT…
Not all books are created equal

Particularly for 
children who are at 
risk for delayed, 
constrained, or 
disordered language 
development.

Choosing books for children 
with communication 
disorders or delays is 
enhanced by an 
understanding of the 
research and 
characteristics of 
children’s books that best 
support emergent and 
early literacy….

And systematically applying 
what we know to selecting 
the BEST books for 
intervention

KEY THEME (#1)

Be cognizant of emergent 
literacy goals when 
developing children’s 
literature for intervention 
(and beyond).

KEY THEME (#2)

Seek to increase 
opportunities to use 
language in the natural 
context of joint reading

KEY THEME (#3)

Consider the impact of 
specific elements, 
characteristics, and genres 
of children’s books on early 
language and literacy 
development in general and 
in relation to specific skills 
and targeted outcomes.
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USING CHILDREN’S BOOKS
“How” to read with children

Interactive Reading Strategies

• Interactive reading strategies encourage children to be active 
participants in the reading interaction, paralleling how children 
learn language in the dyad.

• Can be implemented long before children can decode.  (And after!)

• Are built on a robust literature base.

• Can be implemented in small groups and large groups and taught 
to parents/educators.

Echo Reading
Paired Reading
Questioning Strategies
Predicting 
Wordless Books
Reader’s Theatre

Interactive Reading Strategies

ECHO READING

• Not a natural strategy, but very effective.

• Adult reads a short amount of text and cues the child to 
“Copy me!”or “Say what I say!”

• Helps children understand that what we say matches the 
words on the page.

• Builds confidence and encourages interactions.

• Best for books with short phrases, bright pictures, and 
engaging story lines.

Important!
• Children should not be “forced” to participate 

in echo reading (or any other interactive 
reading strategy).

• Simply invite, pause, and move on.

• Errors are not an issue.

• Goal is participation, not perfection!

Make your own 
cow pairs!

Reading Cows Seeding Cows

Sleeping Cowss
Weeping Cows

Eating Cows Beating Cows
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More Books 
for Echo 
Reading

See handouts for longer list

PAIRED READING

• This strategy is used naturally by most adults.

• Best for books that have strong rhythm & 
rhyme or a repetitive phrase.

• Use pausing, stress, and intonation to cue 
child when it is his or her turn.

• Be sure to read the book at least five times 
before asking child to pair read.

Let’s Evaluate this Book
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Important
• If child does not take a turn when invited, 

pause, then fill in the words and move on.

• Continue to provide opportunities for the child 
to take a turn, but NO PRESSURE.

FRIENDLY QUESTIONS

How NOT to Ask a Question
 Many parents/teachers know that asking 

questions is a good way to involve children in the 
story.

 Unfortunately, most parents (and those who 
should know better) use close-ended questions 
almost exclusively and push children to provide 
the “right” answer.

 This is actually counter-productive to building 
early language and literacy skills!

If we had time, I would torture 
you..

What did Nick find in his breakfast 
cereal box?
Who had seats by the window in the 
car? (3 Names)
Who was Paul’s best friend?
What did Albert get in his lunch bag?
What colors shoes did Alex want?
What was the last terrible, horrible 
thing that happened to Alexander?

Open-ended (“friendly 
questions”) encourage 

participation, facilitate longer 
verbalizations and help the 

child to think critically.

Accept all answers

Any Book can be used to ask 
friendly questions
• But some books are better than others..
• Look for those that have 

• Pictures or plots that encourage 
questions

• a lot of visual detail
• Questions built in!

PREDICTION
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• Books can provide both auditory 
and visual prediction.

• Be sure to preview books before 
reading them to children (so you 
don’t miss prediction cues).

• Accept all answers.

More books for 
Prediction!

See handouts for longer list

Wordless Books
Wordless Books
• Provide for numerous opportunities to use 

questioning and predicting strategies.

• Build critical thinking and language skills by 
encouraging children to develop storylines on 
their own.
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VERBS

playing

gluing

jumping crying hugging poppingyelling

taping sleeping bangingthinking
leaping

Vocabulary of Emotions and/or Adjectives

happy

disappointed

scared sad dejected delightedexcited

sticky smug
illuminated surprised

READER’S THEATRE

• Encourages children to engage more than just 
their eyes and ears in reading.

• Can be as simple as choosing books that 
encourage movement to acting out the complete 
story line with commercial props (and anything in 
between!)
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WRITING CHILDREN’S BOOKS

GETTING your 
STORY INTO 
PRINT
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Publisher versus Self-
Publishing

Working with a Publisher

• NO COSTS to author.
• Publisher works with the author to develop product.
• Publisher assumes all costs of developing, printing, marketing, selling, 

warehousing, etc.
• Contracts with illustrators, graphic artists, printers etc to bring project to 

fruition
• Book published under company imprint.
• Publisher owns copyright
• Pays the author an agreed upon portion of the profits from each book 

(“Royalty)

Self Publishing

• Author pays for all costs of publishing, 
printing, marketing, etc.

• Author contracts with illustrators, etc.
• Typically printed “on-demand.”

Examples of Self Publishers
• Amazonproinc.com
• Kdpamazonbookmarketing.com 
(Kindle ebooks only)

• Outskirtspress.com
• Bookwritercoerner.com
• Lulu.com
• Penquinghostwriting.com

Publisher = Printer

 Publishers work with authors to develop products 

 Printers print the finished product.

What do Publishers Want
• Unique Idea
• A book they can market (it does no one 

any good if a book just sits in a warehouse  
because it doesn’t fit the profile of the 
publishers)

My first 
question to 
potential 
authors….
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Minimal and Maximal 
Pair Therapy to treat 
phonological processes 

(well researched)
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*Multiples of 4

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Know the skills you want to 
target 

(and the related research/theoretical base)

It’s not just about a “fun” story.
Include opportunities for active 
participation in the reading 
interaction.

Echo Reading
Paired Reading
Questioning Strategies
Predicting 
Wordless Books
Reader’s Theatre

Social Learning Theory
Robust literature base

Make it
Parent Friendly

Consider extension 
activities/materials (and 
possible sequels/series) Engage Your 

Imagination!
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Skill Notes

Emergent Literacy

Print Awareness

Phonological Awareness (rhyming, 
syllabification,)

Phonemic Awareness (isolation, 
identity, blending, segmentation, 
substitution, addition, subtrac-
tion)

Interactive Reading Strategies

Echo Reading

Paired Reading

Friendly Questions

Prediction

Wordless

Reader’s Theatre

Other

Language Targets

Vocabulary 

Word Categories

Syntactic Structures

Book Assessment Worksheet

Robertson, SHAV, 2023



Skill Notes

Language Targets (cont)

Reading Fluency

Reading Comprehension

Figurative Language

Narrative/Sequencing

Other Language Targets

Speech and Phonology Targets

Articulation/Speech Sounds 

Phonological Processes

Critical Qualities

Engaging Illustrations match 
targets

Character Diversity

Extension Activites (or potentail 
for same)

Singing/Rhythm

SIgn/Gestures

Sound Effects, Animal Sounds

Family/Parent Friendly

Social/Emotion, Developmental, Other Targets

As Noted

Robertson, SHAV 2023









Product Proposal 

A. Proposed Title (Working Title is fine).

B. Author(s) – is at least one author or collaborator an SLP or Audiologist?

C. Brief Overview  - Summarize your idea.  Think: how would I describe this resource on the back
cover of the product that would make someone want to buy it?)

D. Speech/Language/Literacy (or CCSS) targets:  What specific areas of speech, language,
literacy, or child development does this book target?

E. What research base or theory provides the foundation for this book?

F. What Read with Me (Interactive) Strategies can be used with this story?  (Echo Reading,
Paired Reading, Friendly Questions, Predicting, Wordless, Reader’s Theatre or other)

G. Need -   Why is this resource needed?  Are there other similar resources currently available?  If
so, what makes this resource different?

H. Estimated Length:  Note:  Children’s books should be no longer than 24-28 pages

I. What extension activities/lesson ideas/therapy resources could be developed  for this
book?

J. Illustrations – Do you have a vision for illustrations/cover.  This is not a required section, but
does help us determine if we can deliver your vision.

K. Special requirements in terms of format, size, accompanying materials, packaging, etc.

L. Anything else you would like to add that isn’t covered above

What do publishers want/need from potential authors? 

SAMPLE 



TITLE AUTHOR

Capering Cows, Shivering Sheep Shari Robertson

Rudy and the Butterflies Perry Flynn

Run, turkey, Run Peggy Agee

A Peanut Sat on a Railroad Track, Liz Kristen

I Can Say That Suzy Lederer

Spotless Spot, Cat Queen Alexandra Bowser

Now, You’re Peaceful and You Know It Suzy Lederer

Go By Goat Liz Kristen
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