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Australia’s Minister for Industry and Science declares Trajan is “leading 

the way” in world class, Australian-based advanced manufacturing  

Federal Member for Deakin, Mr Michael Sukkar, facilitates visit to Trajan global HQ 

Melbourne, Victoria, Australia - 7 May 2014 

Pioneering collaboration and world-class products meeting global standards – these were the 

take-home impressions of the Australian Minister for Industry and Science, Ian Macfarlane, 

during a special visit to Trajan Scientific and Medical (Trajan) global headquarters facilitated 

by Mr Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, Victoria. 

Trajan exports 98 per cent of its products that are made in Australia, including the SGE 

Analytical Science brand which is well known for its diamond syringe quality, and is the global 

market leader in niche areas such as autosampler syringes and gas chromatography inlet 

liners. It has also been the recipient of an R&D100 Technology Innovation Award, Victorian 

Exporter of the Year and was inducted into Victoria’s Manufacturing Hall of Fame. 

Explaining the reason for his visit, Minister Macfarlane was precise: “I wanted to see why it 

was that Trajan could be competitive against the best in the world, and in fact, be the best in 

the world.” 

During his visit, Mr Macfarlane shared the Australian Government’s plans to set up Industry 

Growth Centres, designed to help facilitate stronger connections between industry and 

research, including in the critical areas of advanced manufacturing, medical technologies and 

pharmaceuticals. 

Trajan engages with industry groups such as BioMelbourne Network and collaborates with a 

range of companies and academic institutions; including the recent launch of ASTech, the 

ARC Training Centre for Portable Analytical Separation Technologies - a $5.2 M program part 

funded by the Australian Research Council, University of Tasmania and Trajan. 

“It’s great for me to come and see a company that is at the forefront of this phase in these 

fields, doing things that not only improve the quality of life for people in Australia, but also right 

around the world,” Mr Macfarlane observed. 

 “We do need to collaborate and we do need to focus on things that we can excel in, working 

with universities, working with companies internationally, to ensure the product we produce 

here isn’t just Australian. It’s got to be part of the international supply chain all over the world 

and Trajan is showing the way,” he said. 

http://www.trajanscimed.com/
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Mr Sukkar commented he was proud to have a business like Trajan in his electorate: “Often 

when I visit manufacturers of any description, things are tough, things are hard. It is so 

warming for me to be able to come into an organisation that is growing.” 

Chief Executive Officer of Trajan, Stephen Tomisich said the visit was a reinforcement that 

the company is on the right track.  

“We are proud to be an Australian owned and operated company, building on humble 

beginnings over 50 years ago. It is an honour to be able to share Trajan’s story with 

government members representing the scientific industry at a local and national level, and 

understand more about how Trajan’s collaborative model and technology direction is reflected 

in the government’s plans to support growth of the scientific industry in Australia.” 

A 17,000 m2 Ringwood site in Melbourne, Victoria, is home to Trajan’s corporate headquarters 

and ISO accredited manufacturing operations. With over 300 staff worldwide across Australia, 

Europe, USA and Asia, Trajan serves customers in over 100 countries with highly specialized 

consumables and components used in scientific analysis and clinical applications. 

More Information 

 www.minister.industry.gov.au 

 www.michaelsukkar.com.au 

 www.trajanscimed.com 

 

Contact Information 

Trajan Scientific and Medical 

media@trajanscimed.com 

+61 (0) 3 9837 4200  

  

http://www.minister.industry.gov.au/
http://www.michaelsukkar.com.au/
http://www.trajanscimed.com/
mailto:media@trajanscimed.com
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 

1. Trajan Scientific and Medical 

 

Trajan collaborates with academic and industry partners to develop and deliver innovative 

products. Together we will deliver breakthrough solutions to improve human wellbeing 

through biological, environmental or food related measurements. 

 

Our focus is on developing and commercializing technologies that enable analytical 

systems to be more selective, sensitive and specific - especially those that can lead to 

portability, miniaturization and affordability. 

 

Creating integrated partnerships to enable analysis of the world we live in. 

 

www.trajanscimed.com 

 

2. Hon Ian Macfarlane MP 

Minister for Industry and Science, and Member for Groom, Queensland, House of 

Representatives, Parliament of Australia. 

 

http://www.aph.gov.au/I_Macfarlane_MP 

 

3. Mr Michael Sukkar MP 

Secretary, Coalition Policy Committee on Industry, and Member for Deakin, Victoria, 

House of Representatives, Parliament of Australia. 

 

www.aph.gov.au/M_Sukkar_MP 

 

4. ASTech 

ASTech (Analytical Separation Technologies) is the ARC Training Centre for Portable 

Analytical Separation Technologies. Like the Aztec Empire which began as an alliance of 

three Nahua city-states, Tenochtitlan, Texcoco, and Tlacopan, ASTech is a triple alliance 

of academia, industry and government. 

 

ASTech aims to develop new capabilities and technologies that have the potential to 

progress the deployment of portable separation science systems into society, as well as 

training the next generation of industry-ready researchers. This will lead to the 

development of technologies that will drive the development of new, portable and 

affordable analytical separation systems, through transformation of analytical innovations 

into real-world applications, such as point-of-care diagnostics and environmental 

monitoring. 

 

ASTech is a partnership between University of Tasmania and Trajan Scientific and 

Medical, and was awarded part funding of $2.1 million over three years by the Australian 

Research Council. 

 

www.astech.org.au 

  

http://www.trajanscimed.com/
http://www.aph.gov.au/I_Macfarlane_MP
http://www.aph.gov.au/M_Sukkar_MP
http://www.astech.org.au/
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5. Australian Research Council  

National Competitive Grants Program, Industrial Transformation Training Centres 

The Industrial Transformation Training Centres is a scheme that will foster close 

partnerships between university-based researchers and other research end-users to 

provide innovative Higher Degree by Research (HDR) and postdoctoral training for the 

end-user focused research industries vital to Australia's future. 

 

The Program will continue to address research areas that are vital for, and assist with, 

Australia's future food storage, food processing, food manufacturing capabilities and 

product opportunities. In addition, the Program will target product design and 

development, manufacturing techniques, defence manufacturing and firm organisation 

and management. 

 

www.arc.gov.au/ncgp/itrp/centres_default.htm 

 

6. Industry Growth Centres 

The Industry Growth Centres Initiative is the centrepiece of the Government's new 

industry policy direction and part of the Industry Innovation and Competitiveness Agenda. 

It will lift competitiveness and productivity by focusing on areas of competitive strength. 

This will help Australia transition into smart, high value and export focused industries.  

 

Growth Centres will enable national action on key issues such as deregulation, skills, 

collaboration and commercialisation. It will drive excellence rather than dependence and 

create an economy that ensures Australia’s ongoing prosperity. 

 

Growth Centres are ongoing with $188.5 million in Australian Government funding. 

Industry Growth Centres will be established to deliver the Initiative in five growth sectors 

in which Australia already has a competitive advantage, these are: 

 Advanced Manufacturing 

 Food and Agribusiness 

 Medical Technologies and Pharmaceuticals 

 Mining Equipment, Technology and Services 

 Oil, Gas and Energy Resources 

 

www.business.gov.au 

 

7. Commonwealth Science Council 

The Commonwealth Science Council, which includes representatives from the Australian 

Government, business and science, provides strategic advice to Government on science 

and technology issues and is building stronger collaboration between scientists, 

researchers and industry. 

 

The Government will consult with the community, including the business and research 

sectors, as part of the development of the national science policy, to be released later this 

year. 

 

www.science.gov.au 

 

http://www.arc.gov.au/ncgp/itrp/centres_default.htm
http://www.business.gov.au/
http://www.science.gov.au/

