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Trajan welcomes Australian Prime Minister to showcase its 
‘disruptive innovation’ with academia and start-ups  

 

Trajan spearheading Turnbull Government’s new innovation agenda  
 

Melbourne, Victoria, Australia – 6 November 2015 

Trajan Scientific and Medical (Trajan) has highlighted to Australia’s Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull that “disruptive innovation” is well underway locally and globally, 
welcoming him to the company’s Global Headquarters in Melbourne, Australia, to 
showcase Trajan’s pioneering partnerships with academia and start-ups that are set 
to become a critical new pillar of the Australian economy. 

Chief Executive Officer of Trajan, Stephen Tomisich comments: "Trajan 
identified the vital role of collaboration with other sectors, including academia and 
start-ups, some time ago. To have the Prime Minister here shows his genuine interest 
in, and alignment with, what we are already doing. We are enthused and excited by 
the Government’s refreshed recognition of the importance of innovation within the 
context of collaboration to the nation’s prosperity.”  

The Prime Minister’s visit comes as the Government announces three pillars to its 
innovation agenda, with the third pillar changing the way universities and academics 
are funded, making part of their funding dependent on engaging with industry and 
successfully creating start-ups from their research. 

Mr Tomisich continues: “Rolling out new models to fund and nurture innovative start-
ups, taking those brilliant concepts and ideas nestled in the labs and lecture halls of 
universities – Trajan identifies these opportunities and in doing so, essentially creates 
new IP-based, successful and sustainable ideas and enterprises that can deliver 
long-term economic benefit.” 

During the visit, discussions covered Trajan’s fresh take on partnering with academia, 
including the University of Tasmania and The University of Adelaide, demonstrating 
true “disruptive innovation”, proving many of the Government’s longer term goals 
around collaboration and support of start-ups are already underway. 
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Trajan’s strategic collaboration with the University of Adelaide, supported by the 
South Australian Government, was announced in September 2015 and sees the 
realisation of a research and development and manufacturing hub based on a new 
generation of specialty glass products for the global science and medical equipment 
market.  

The hub will help scientists in the University’s Institute for Photonics and Advanced 
Sensing (IPAS) and the School of Physical Sciences commercialise their research 
into products that ultimately benefit human health and wellbeing, and the products 
have the potential to be utilised in a wide range of medical and scientific applications 
including genetic testing, biomarker discovery and detection, environmental analysis, 
food safety testing, testing for drugs of abuse and therapeutic drug monitoring. 

In 2013 an innovative collaboration between the University of Tasmania, Trajan and 
the Federal Government was announced, and saw the creation of the $5.2 million 
Australian Research Council (ARC) Training Centre for Portable Analytical 
Separation Technologies (ASTech) at the University. The Researchers are driving at 
revolutionary new technologies which could see complex medical and industrial 
testing brought out of the lab and onto a smart phone. The prospect of ‘miniaturising’ 
analytical separation technologies – now conducted in large, specialised laboratories 
– could also produce huge efficiencies in time and logistics.  

Bridging the gap between the academic world and real life is a major focus for Trajan, 
whose focus is on developing and commercialising technologies that enable 
analytical systems to be more selective, sensitive and specific for biological, 
environmental or food related measurements - especially those that can lead to 
portability, miniaturization and affordability. 

Mr Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, Victoria commented he was 
proud to have a business like Trajan in his electorate: “Energising the growth and 
productivity of local business and enterprise in Deakin is important. Trajan’s business 
model, which is centred on supporting start-up companies and with its focus on 
collaboration, there is a very bright future for local innovation, research and 
development, manufacturing and industry.” 

Mr Tomisich concludes it is an honour to be able to share Trajan’s story with the 
Prime Minister: “Trajan’s vision is that through science interfacing with society, we 
can impact the well-being of a growing number of communities globally. We are 
committed to helping the Prime Minister understand more about how Trajan’s 
collaborative model and technology direction is reflected in the Australian 
Government’s plans to support growth of the scientific industry here and overseas.”  

More Information 
www.trajanscimed.com 
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Media Contact Information 
Trajan Scientific and Medical 
media@trajanscimed.com 
+61 (0) 3 9837 4200  

PR Consultancy: LBPR 
lisa@lbpr.com.au  
+61 (0) 429 976 718 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS 

1. Trajan Scientific and Medical 
Trajan collaborates with academic and industry partners to develop and deliver innovative 
products. Together we will deliver breakthrough solutions to improve human wellbeing 
through biological, environmental or food related measurements. 
 
Our focus is on developing and commercializing technologies that enable analytical 
systems to be more selective, sensitive and specific - especially those that can lead to 
portability, miniaturization and affordability. 
 
A 17,000 m2 Ringwood site in Melbourne, Victoria, is home to Trajan’s corporate 
headquarters and ISO accredited manufacturing operations. With over 300 staff 
worldwide across Australia, Europe, USA and Asia, Trajan serves customers in over 100 
countries with highly specialized consumables and components used in scientific analysis 
and clinical applications. 
www.trajanscimed.com 
 

2. The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP 
 
Malcolm Turnbull was sworn in as the 29th Prime Minister of Australia on 15 September 
2015. Since entering Federal politics as the Member for Wentworth in 2004, Mr Turnbull 
has held a number of parliamentary positions. Most recently, Mr Turnbull was Minister for 
Communications from 18 September 2013 to 21 September 2015.  
www.pm.gov.au  
 

3. IPAS 
 
The Institute for Photonics and Advanced Sensing (IPAS) fosters excellence in research 
in materials science, chemistry, biology and physics and develops disruptive new tools 
for measurement.  
A global hub of Photonics research, IPAS is one of 5 research institutes at The University 
of Adelaide, and holds links with companies and Universities on almost every continent. 
The 185 researchers at IPAS develop novel photonic, sensing and measurement 
technologies that are creating new tools for scientific research and stimulating the 
creation of new industries. 
www.adelaide.edu.au/ipas   
 

4. ASTech 
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ASTech (Analytical Separation Technologies) is the ARC Training Centre for Portable 
Analytical Separation Technologies. Like the Aztec Empire which began as an alliance of 
three Nahua city-states, Tenochtitlan, Texcoco, and Tlacopan, ASTech is a triple alliance 
of academia, industry and government. 
 
ASTech aims to develop new capabilities and technologies that have the potential to 
progress the deployment of portable separation science systems into society, as well as 
training the next generation of industry-ready researchers. This will lead to the 
development of technologies that will drive the development of new, portable and 
affordable analytical separation systems, through transformation of analytical innovations 
into real-world applications, such as point-of-care diagnostics and environmental 
monitoring. 
 
ASTech is a partnership between University of Tasmania and Trajan Scientific and 
Medical, and was awarded part funding of $2.1 million over three years by the Australian 
Research Council. 
www.astech.org.au  
 

5. Mr Michael Sukkar MP 
 
Secretary, Coalition Policy Committee on Industry, and Member for Deakin, Victoria, 
House of Representatives, Parliament of Australia. 
www.aph.gov.au/M_Sukkar_MP  
 

http://www.astech.org.au/
http://www.aph.gov.au/M_Sukkar_MP

