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Understanding the Requirements of Hazard 
Communication

Thank you for taking the time to preview our product. This 
document contains a selection of slides from the safety training.  

• This presentation can be given in the classroom, or 
printed out and used in the field as handouts.

• The PowerPoint can be edited and changed.  You can 
add your own pictures and text, or you can use it as is.

• Quiz, answer key, certificate of completion, hands-on 
evaluations, wallet card templates, and much more are 
included with the training.

• You can use one training kit to certify as many employees 
as you need.



The Hazard Communication Standard
 The purpose of the 

Hazard Communication 
Standard is to ensure 
that the hazards of all 
chemicals produced or 
imported are 
evaluated, and that 
information concerning 
their hazard is 
transmitted to 
employers and 
employees. Regulations can be found online at 

OSHA.gov.



Hazard Communication “The Right 
to Know”
 Hazard Communication 

is often referred to as 
the “Right to Know” 
program.

 This standard requires 
employers to train 
employees on the 
methods that are used 
to communicate 
chemical hazards.



Written Hazard Communication Program
 Every business is required to have 

a written Hazard Communication 
Program.

 The required contents of this 
program are:

◦ Designation of program 
responsibilities.

◦ Labeling and warning methods used.

◦ Location of Safety Data Sheets.

◦ The methods employers will use to 
inform employees of the hazards of 
non-routine tasks.

◦ List of all the hazardous chemicals in 
the workplace.

Where is the hazard communication 
program located at your facility?



Routes of Exposure

 Inhalation

 Ingestion

 Absorption

 Injection



Types of Hazards - Health
 Health Hazards
◦ Carcinogen

◦ Corrosive

◦ Highly Toxic

◦ Irritant

◦ Sensitizer

◦ Toxic

Which of these do you have in your workplace?



Something to consider…..
 Which is more 

hazardous: physical 
or health hazards?  

It will kill an 
albino rat 
within an hour.

A “toxic” 
chemical, when 
placed on the 
skin of an 
albino rabbit, 
will kill it within 
24 hours.

OSHA Definition of Toxic

They are both 
hazardous, but 
health hazards tend 
to harm over time, 
so they can be 
difficult to detect 
and prevent.



Acute and Chronic Effects
 Acute effects from 

chemical exposure 
happen immediately.

◦ Vomiting and burning is 
an example of acute 
effects.

 Chronic effects happen 
over a long period of 
time, and are often 
more difficult to detect.

◦ Cancer or emphysema 
are examples of chronic 
effects.



New Shipping Labeling Requirements

 When a chemical is received into 
the workplace, it must be labeled 
with:

1. The product identifier.

2. The signal word.

 Danger- For severe hazards.
 Warning – For less severe hazards.

3. Hazard statement(s).

4. The appropriate pictogram.

5. Precautionary statements.

6. Name, address, and telephone 
number of the  of the 
manufacturer or responsible party.



Portable and Secondary 
Containers
 Secondary containers have the 

same requirements for labeling as 
primary containers.

 Portable containers do not have 
to be labeled, as long as:

◦ The chemical is transferred from a 
labeled container.

◦ The portable container is in direct 
control of the person who performed 
the transfer.



Transporting Chemicals
 Chemicals 

transported on public 
highways must have 
a Department of 
Transportation (DOT) 
label.

 Special DOT 
requirements must 
be adhered to for 
shipping, receiving 
and transport.



Safety Data Sheets

Part IV 



Safety Data Sheets
 In 2012, OSHA changed the 

name from Material Safety 
Data Sheets  to Safety Data 
Sheets.  Old MSDSs may still 
be used until June 1st, 2015.

 Safety Data Sheets provide all 
the information and safety 
precautions that are necessary 
to work with a chemical safely.

 Employees must have access 
to a SDS for every chemical.



Safety Data Sheets
 In 2012, OSHA standardized Safety Data 

Sheets.  They must contain the following 
information and headings:

1. Identification.
2. Hazards identification.
3. Composition/information on ingredients.
4. First aid measures.
5. Fire-fighting measures.
6. Accidental release measures.
7. Handling and storage.
8. Exposure controls/personal protection.
9. Physical and chemical properties.
10. Stability and reactivity.
11. Toxicological information.
12. Ecological information.
13. Disposal considerations.
14. Transport information.
15. Regulatory information.
16. Other information.



Symptoms of Exposure
 Dizziness, nausea, 

rashes, and 
respiratory irritation 
are signs of exposure 
to hazardous 
chemicals.

 Don’t immediately 
discount the 
symptoms as just 
getting sick, evaluate 
your work area for 
potential leaks.

If you have these 
symptoms, you should exit 
the work area, notify your 

supervisor, and consult the 
SDS.


