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In the noble attempt to understand the universe, and to serve right purpose in 
our lives, we graze through the vast fields of human knowledge. We examine 
broad references to God, Earth, science, magic, divinity, quantum mechanics, 
the inter-locking wheels of cycles, mind, health, spirit, right place, right 
livelihood, consciousness, and of course, love. It's an immense milieu of food to 
taste, masticate and digest. "Food for the soul," you might say. And so we are 
compelled to respond to a more than subtle demand from the inner reaches of 
ourselves, to satisfy this hunger, this deep yearning from inside of us.

Fraught with suffering, sometimes slight sometimes agonizing, we look 
continuously for ways to redeem the obvious doubts that we harbor when we 
look at the many apparent contradictions of life inside and out. It's the "hero's" 
journey.

An endless reach for answers seems to breed even more questions, and our 
minds throw up their hands as if to say, "I give up! Someone show me the way!" 
Recognizing our own agonizing separateness from peace, we search for some 
unifying vision, some formula or epiphany to conjoin the many apparent 
opposites and chaotic fragments into some ultimate experience of euphoric 
oneness.

I realize that I am enormously simplifying this common quest that we all share, 
but bear with me as I offer an unseen version of this ultimate story. It is obvious 
in our experience that we stand in the middle of opposites. We could easily say 
that the one readily identifiable feature of existence from our perspective is 
what we call "duality." It shows up as contrary values, light and dark, big and 
small, good and evil, right and wrong, now and then, etc. The list of examples 
for dual nature is endless and whole systems of belief had to be devised to 
reconcile the contradictions spawned in the minds, hearts, and cultures of 
humankind since our earliest days.

Religions were born and served to soothe the agitating effects of duality on the 
human spirit. They birthed systems of belief and meaning that replaced our 
fearful and confused wandering with wonderful and sometimes divisive 
systems of meaning and purpose, all to make sense of this great mystery that 
we call "life."
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I have no desire to emphasize the shortcomings of the mythologies we've 
created to serve man's existential need for meaning, for they are far and wide 
and often ridiculous. I prefer instead, to break down to the best of my capacity, 
a new yet timeless way of referencing this mystery of life. I only say "new" 
because of the radical paradigm shift necessary to access this change of 
perspective. And I don't pretend to be original in accessing this way of seeing, 
either.

Much has been said in ancient mystery traditions and in contemporary 
published offerings on the subject of the illusory nature of "time" and "space." 
This assertion is so commonly made in the "new age" that the words are 
bandied about with, I dare say, nary a soul speaking them knowing what they 
are saying. Many of us pick up the vernacular surrounding the subject of 
enlightenment and unwittingly settle for the discussion of it, and not the 
experience of it. I for one, am not satisfied with the discussion around 
"enlightenment" that is predominant in the "new age" and I will do my best to 
tell you why. Forgive my confidence on this subject, for I would rather risk your 
rejection of me as a charlatan, than risk not sharing the full potency of the 
vision to which I am awakening.

There is a comfort and familiarity in viewing life in a linear fashion. It makes a 
certain satisfying sense to imagine that all things have a beginning in a more 
primordial state and then evolve across time into more complex and capacious 
forms, growing into "better" states of being or "higher" forms of life. We 
examine the fossil record and are affirmed in assuming this scheme of 
evolution as some intelligent design or divine plan to grow "lesser" or more 
primitive states of expression into more complex and more worthy ones. It is 
this linear, time based way of referencing evidence and interpreting of the 
"facts" that has led to an acceptance of the "evolutionary" model of existence. 
That model has great credibility and coherence within its own well- defined 
parameters. But the evolutionary model when referenced from outside of time 
is quite a different story indeed.

Let me say here as well, that the prevailing evolutionary model of 
consciousness shows to be equally deficient when viewed from outside of time. 
And it would be right to point out blatant contradictions between the rhetoric 
of the "new age" and the actual reality of the "timeless" nature of 
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consciousness and enlightenment.

None of these words would even be necessary if it weren't for the grasp of the 
mind around each of us. And yet, there is no quarrel to be had with the mind, 
for contrary to belief, it is the most loyal servant, interpreter, and protector that 
we have. (Maybe a little too protective?) My point here is that a truly timeless 
apprehension of the natural state of being is immediate and obvious with no 
interpretation required. The need for protection and explanation only becomes 
necessary within the "boxes" of referencing we call "time" and "space".

Now, if time is in fact illusory, then how does one experience life, self and 
meaning in a timeless reality? In order to begin to answer this question, we 
need to introduce a few key concepts and visual aids to help us grasp this 
already existent nature of perfection that we all are:
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. . . . . . . . . . .  (Page 5)

2. All time is simultaneous and yet in constant motion.
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3. The concept of a God that is complete and disparate from every holographic part of the 
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4. God and "self" collaborate in what I will call "continuous emergence".
. . . . . . . . . . .  (Page 14)

5. Scales of value and dignity that exist within the realms of duality, only become necessary 
for fulfilling the agendas of ego structures, social or personal, for their own self-determined, 
local and limited temporal benefits. Universal, timeless scales of value and dignity are 
measured as equivalent, yet distinct, for each soulfully diverse particle, on every 
dimensional/fractal level.
. . . . . . . . . . .  (Page 17)

6. The image of the universe as we see it is, in fact, the reflection of our inner being projected 
onto the 3 dimensional screen of time and space. All phenomena, therefore, are the mirrored 
images of the vast inner landscapes that constitute our true and soulful selves.
. . . . . . . . . . .  (Page 21)
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1. Reality at all levels, universal and local, divine and personal, is 
spherical:

This may seem obvious or ridiculously over-simplified, but reflections of 
spheres show up everywhere, whether it be cosmology or chemistry, physics or 
biology. And all spheres are actually layers of manifestation surrounding an 
implied center, even when that center can't be seen. The center is the most 
potent and identifying feature of the sphere, though not ever seen or 
experienced directly. One could easily imagine that there is no end to the reach 
toward the center, much like the black hole that can never be known directly 
and the center of which may well continue as a doorway into an entirely 
differently dimension.

Now, this discussion leads us to the subject of reference points. Simply, our 
experience of any phenomenon is always referenced from our specific point of 
view. So, as a chemist, I would identify an atom from the eyes of myself as an 
observer looking from an outside perspective. The external view and evidence 
gives me the definition of "atom" as a spherical object, of such a size, with some 
observable and predictable properties, etc. As a chemist, my data serves as the 
building blocks of a thesis describing an object. That thesis is partial and biased 
as it must be, because of the immense disparity that exists between the 
experience of myself as the human chemist, and the reference of the actual 
experiential reality of the atom. And incidentally, many of us have imagined our 
solar system as just an atom on a different scale.

Now, let's look at the man as a prototype of the larger gestalt we would call the 
"creator" or the "universe". It could be implied that all the properties and 
potentials of the universe macroscopically, exist within each and all of the parts 
microscopically, be they planets or plants, galaxies or atoms, Gods or men. So, 
from this perspective, scale becomes relevant only for convenience, not 
relevant to the question of "value".

Let us continue to the sphere of the individual person. It's a popular 
assumption that each of us is a separate entity from the universe, and yet we 
can't deny the immense connection and dependency we have on that 
seemingly separate universe. The awareness of that interdependence has led 
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many to the idea of our unseen connections to each other and to all of the 
multiplicities. And in moments of inspiration we imagine that there is a 
principle of oneness that we all share in. Many spiritual ideologies have greatly 
elaborated on the idea of oneness to the point of eclipsing the role and 
importance of the individual parts of the universe, in lieu of the greater gestalt 
of universe or God. The ideologies among many new age and ancient religions 
even go as far as to urge the individuals to lose more and more of their own 
subjective ego boundaries, with the ultimate goal of merging with the greater 
gestalt of God and thereby losing all ego forms entirely and ostensibly all 
suffering as well. What isn't seen in this ideal, is that the scale of that value 
system is skewed toward linear ascent or "larger is better". What isn't 
acknowledged is that duality has, within it, a hidden gift not acknowledged by 
most spiritual disciplines. In "no space", larger and smaller are irrelevant 
attributions. In "no space," value is not tied to any one limited perspective.

The preoccupation of most spiritual paths with the idea of "suffering" has led to 
the natural human inclination toward freedom and escape. The major object of 
disdain is seen as the changing and capricious winds of duality. The modalities 
adopted to affect the release from this perceived bondage to suffering, have 
been; to reduce all manifestations into mere illusion and to narrow the range of 
human interaction with that illusion; and the demonization of any of the facets 
of the human experience where desire might erupt and attachments to illusory 
things might ensue. So, as you can see, the fight against duality is in fact an 
assumption that some things belong and some don't, that some things are true 
and worthy while others are illusory and unworthy. This fight is fought on the 
battlefield of the human self and is totally yet another face of the very duality 
from which they are trying to escape. Evidently the oneness principle of spirit 
has been co-opted for reasons too painful to elucidate here.

All the while that we try to embody enlightenment, all the while we struggle 
with our limited ability to rid ourselves of the "evil" hold of illusion on our 
society and our personal lives, we as well coach ourselves to "be here now". We 
have one foot on Earth in the immediate and demanding present, while we 
hold muted revulsion for having to withstand the lies and shifting sands of the 
illusory world that we must exist within. And the other foot is floating in a more 
ephemeral space, making the disparity even more pronounced and the pain of 
contradiction even more predominant. It's the human condition. And, more 
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accurately, it's the way humans have been conditioned.

There are no foes, no parts of illusion that aren't a perfect reflection of our 
inner conditioning. So, what is one to do? Let's examine and assess another set 
of "new age" notions:

1. That each of us is the creator of our whole experience of life; that the outside 
world is but a three dimensional big screen, reflecting our inner contents, our 
story. I call it "inside-out" because it all starts inside and is projected out.

2. That the outside universe is uniquely of our own making.

3. And, that as co-creators of our existence, we exercise free will and the God-
given capacity to fashion our own unique and personally imbued universe.

I happen to believe these notions, as much as I resist taking responsibility for 
my own self-created limitations. It's infinitely easier to blame someone else or 
something else for my woes than to be the humble student who is required to 
painstakingly learn this "creation" thing. None-the-less, I think that the new age 
is actually getting closer to the truth with these notions, but it just doesn't carry 
it far enough.

Return to Contents.
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2. Time is simultaneous but in constant motion:

The way that we reference our lives normally is on the "time track". We digest 
and experience ourselves in increments, all lined up, past to present to future. 
We enjoy the simplicity of this linear perspective and the psycho-spiritual 
structures that we invent to interpret events, and understand ourselves and the 
vast reaches of universal reality, though gloriously coherent, are woefully 
inadequate. These psycho- spiritual structures are simply ego forms or 
reference points for viewing the mystery of us. They are interfaces of sorts and 
offer a certain limited range of interaction with reality, and serve as anchor 
points in the endless seas of infinity. They are the boats in which we sail on this 
endless ocean.

My favorite allegory for simultaneous time is written across the night-time sky, 
a billion stars hanging like a dome over our worldview, but are they really there? 
The speed of light teaches us that what we are really seeing is light from a 
billion different times. Countless stars whose light we observe, many of which 
may in fact have burned out millions of years ago and yet they still seem to 
exist from our point of view. And the stars that still do exist may have moved a 
vast distance across the universe and we won't know it for millions of years to 
come, by which time they will again be elsewhere.

Now, let's do a little guided experiment to change our perspective of this 
phenomenon. Let's grant ourselves the capacity to travel off of the Earth with 
no limitations of physics to slow us down. We follow one of the light beams 
from our favorite star. Let's say that it's 12 million light years away. We slide 
down the light beam, following along its length to a point in the middle, 
between the Earth and the star. Now, we take a ninety degree turn and move to 
a perpendicular point, an equal distance from the light beam.

The view we have now is a side view of a thread of light held between two 
points, the star and the Earth. This beam is like an ice-core from the Antarctic 
ice, but instead, it's a light-core a dozen million light years long. Let's zoom right 
up to the beam, somewhere in the middle, and cut out a slice that's about a 
millisecond long. Rotate the slice and put it up to your eye. What you see is the 
light representation or "snap-shot" of the star 6 million years ago. But wait! Am 
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I seeing the past or the future?

The answer is "both", and of course, "neither." It's still actually the "present." 
The reference from the Earth of the phenomenon of star light from a billion 
different stars is actually a collage of a billion different times, and therefore 
gives us an absolutely erroneous picture of the placement of things in both 
space or time. But, wait again! Is a star's existence or identity really separate 
from the emanating light beams that exude from its "surface?" Just because the 
denser properties of the star are seemingly located at the center of this 
spherical array of emanating light beams, doesn't mean that the existence of 
"star-ness" is localized only in the denser identifiable core of fiery gasses. So, 
what is the actual extent of the identified star, its fiery core, or the entire energy 
orb which explodes spherically in all directions "forever" from it? Inevitably the 
answer becomes a matter of perspective. And so the observer becomes the 
crucial component however significant or arbitrary. If there is "one time", then it 
is precisely defined by the position of the observer within the sphere of "all 
times."

So if the point of reference is the most basic criterion for the definition of time, 
space and all reality, then a movement to alternate points of reference presents 
whole new realities. The total expanse of reality may be engaged from infinitely 
diverse possible references. Whether that fathomless orb of "all that is" has a 
limit, is totally irrelevant because each finite particle of infinite reality can still 
be inspected microscopically forever, with deeper engagement into what could 
be called its own endless subtleties, its infinite depth.

One could reasonably assess that you could plumb the depths of any finite part 
of creation, infinitely. You could develop new technologies to map the 
properties and shapes of atoms and then subatomic particles and then sub-
subatomic particles, forever. And that exploration would be in theory, no 
different essentially, than the infinite reach outwardly to travel or understand 
the external universe of outer space. And if one is to believe that the universe 
and its parts are holographically similar, then one could expect to find the 
exercise to be like diving down the "rabbit hole" which ever direction you chose 
to explore. All of those pursuits may be captivatingly of interest to you. And yet 
the whole journey is driven by the mind-born need for some rightful 
conclusion, some ultimate answer. The answer to the endless question, to the 
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endless suffering, to the endless search for love and meaning. That answer 
becomes the "Holy Grail" that we believe is "out there" or "in here" or 
somewhere!

Later, we will explore the quest for our own personal "holy grail"
from a timeless/space less perspective, with the objective of cracking the riddle 
of immortality. (Which, by the way, is not about endless survival in time, but 
about your awakening to your infinite state outside of time.)

Return to Contents.
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3. The concept of a God that is complete and disparate from every 
holographic part of the creation, is misleading and erroneous.

One of the most prevalent beliefs on our dear planet, is that God, (if you choose 
to believe in one), isn't really located anywhere near us. It is generally needed 
and longed for, but not generally known to be immediately accessible. And this 
has been a source of great frustration within the societies of man on the planet. 
A great many efforts have been made to explain and to mitigate this 
unfortunate distance between our creator and us. And in the attempt to 
manage our confusion, we built systems of religion and science to establish a 
better understanding as a kind of bridgework to closer contact. But the 
successes of those efforts are partial and have not been totally satisfying. And it 
is my opinion that all of us, therefore, suffer from a feeling of betrayal, that our 
father/mother/universe has, for some reason, abandoned us and left us 
helpless in a hostile world, and without a user-guide. So throughout history 
there have been many well-meaning contributors of user-guides, and well, you 
can see where those have gotten us.

It is totally understandable to struggle with the idea that we are part of the 
divine, while we are also continually told that we are incapable and unworthy. 
The incapability is in our "understanding", not in our worthiness. And for many 
reasons, that fact has been held away from the general masses, with the 
consequence that not too many people ever become empowered or ennobled. 
Let us now start to gain the understanding that could breach the gap between 
our normal state of beliefs and our actual divine heritage. That heritage is not 
some righteous exclusivity, carried like some banner of supremacy to wave over 
the heads of un-chosen "ordinary people." That heritage is actually our natural 
state when not hypnotized by the drone of indoctrinating beliefs both religious 
and social.

They say, that wherever our attention is held, that is where our soul lives. It's as 
if we all have a basketful of attention, and its a finite amount that eventually 
can run out. When we run out of attention, we must draw back portions of it 
that we have invested in certain pursuits and beliefs in order to have some left 
over again for whatever new interest might arise. But when every waking 
moment of our life is consumed in various preoccupations and worries that 
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have been introduced in overwhelming degrees by culture and survival, we 
forget that there may be any other options or outlooks. That is innocent 
enough, but unfortunately also the source of much of our suffering, because 
there are many more options available when one has the attention left to 
ponder and exercise them. Those generally "unavailable" options include the 
explorations into the experiential mysteries of our more magical side. But 
because that latent capacity has been deemed "unbelievable," it is generally not 
believed to be real. And so we lapse into a sleepy denial when we are 
confronted with the implications that we might actually have our own divine 
part to play in the worlds of creation.

I think we would all admit that life is some kind of a miracle. We try to explain it 
in myriad ways, but can only really approximate the why's and where fore's of it 
all. We witness the intelligence implied in the various fractal forms of nature 
and ourselves, but we still feel somehow "out of the loop." And all the while that 
we scratch our heads, we can't not see that miracle living inside every part of 
us. So, let's take off our "hat" of who we think we are, and put on our wizard hat 
of who we might actually be. With our wizard hat we acquire a different set of 
capacities, not available in the old hat we usually wear. The new hat allows us 
to see networks of energy connecting all of our physical organs in a way so 
intricate, that we are able to know that there are literally billions of precise 
exchanges every second, synchronized by a latent intelligence that is at once 
mechanical and magical. We see there are strands of energy reaching out in all 
directions into the environment around us, connecting with the various 
adjacent forms, living and inanimate. We notice that atoms are worlds and 
worlds are atoms, and that the fabric of the universe of all space is but the 
tissue of some other being too large to apprehend. We know that the energy 
doesn't come from the sun, but from inside every part of creation. And we 
realize that creation springs from each part no matter how minuscule or large, 
in much the same way, each as miraculous as the other. We don't fret about 
'size' and 'age' and we expect that we will always be, as we have always been. 
The fact that all creation is a living replica of its inside nature flowering out into 
outside view, is apparent and accepted as it is. And we understand that there is 
no place in the infinite scheme of it all that is closer or further from the divinity 
we all participate in, whether consciously or not. So, we are already "home" 
when we wear our "wizard" hat.
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What I am trying to convey here, is that the great "All that is" is uniquely within 
the fabric of each of us, psychologically, physically, psychically and spiritually. I 
am suggesting that the whole drama of creation is, in fact, a collaboration with 
the divinity we would label as "God". And I am saying that that collaboration is 
equal, that as much as we need God, God needs us. It needs us to gather and 
collect and create and then return, in a way, the gifts of those explorations back 
as a way to mirror It's multi-dimensional, universal body. We are the eyes and 
ears and hearts and minds of God, and at the same time, we cannot even 
separate which part of us is not, and which part is "God". And there is no place 
where we return those gifts, because it lives within us, and as us. And if that 
idea scares you, then take off your wizard hat, and begin to strengthen the 
openness and flexibility of your belief structures in order to integrate, 
incrementally, more of the "miracle" of you into your daily life.

Return to Contents.
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4. God and "self" collaborate in what I will call "continuous 
emergence".

Having introduced the idea that we all individually collaborate with God in a 
kind of morphogenic partnership, let's further describe the modus operandi of 
the arrangement. As we have tried to grasp the idea of "timeless" reality, we 
examined the differences between the "linear/cause and effect" approach, and 
the "spherical/simultaneous time" approach. We changed the referencing of 
reality from the mortal physically bound witness, to the more free and 
unlimited soulful witness. Death, and the constraints of time and space have 
been released as criteria for evaluating significance in the vast drama of life. 
And so, the inclination to search for greater significance in other places or time, 
has been replaced by an engagement with the miracles latent and unexpressed 
in our current place and in present time.

Since we, as humans in our suffering, have a habit of pursuing greater value in 
other and abstract places, in future times and even as other, more transformed 
selves, it is difficult for us to believe that those states of completion and peace 
are right here and now available. The structures of belief in societies and 
religion have continually reinforced that time-based "possibilities" are the only 
real ones. But if we explore the new paradigm of soul and God in collaboration 
and outside of "time," then we open up a different set of possibilities for 
answering our own personal call to peace and fulfillment. Since all creation is 
held within a tapestry of intelligent design, we assume that our limited human 
intelligence is only partially aware of the perfection that surrounds us and 
guides us. And so, we each make the decision to either trust the alliance with 
this eternal presence, if with some uneasiness, or to "go it alone" because our 
pain decries that "God can't be trusted."

Now if one does trust that there is a coherent and ever-reaching web of design 
that holds things in perfect balance, then one can assume that all is already 
well, if not understood. But we have to wonder, "If all is complete and perfect, 
then does it really matter what I do or create or try to improve? Is destiny and 
fate trumping anything I aspire toward? Are my efforts in vain, and am I nothing 
more than a hapless cog in a fractal machine that only indulges me to believe 
that I have any control over my destiny? What about the divine perfection that 
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all the religious figures talk about? What about the descriptions of the saints 
that describe life as the most intricate weave of interconnection, with no parts 
left out? Is there nothing that each of us can add to this already written classic?"

This is where it gets a little tricky. If you are aware of the branch of scientific 
inquiry that has exposed the mathematical idea of the "fractal," then you have 
a pretty good, approximate picture of the "tapestry" that the saints have 
spoken about. Fractals have been shown on super-computers as infinitely 
resolved flowering formulas, displayed visually in multicolored moving scenes 
that resemble the design features seen in countless ways in the natural world. 
The flowering shapes and designs of tree branches, bronchial tubes or 
neuronal pathways in the brain, plus the infrastructural design in galaxies and 
molecules, all reveal the unbelievable and seemingly spontaneous order of life 
as it expresses on every level and on every scale. All of this coherence speaks 
loudly in agreement to the idea that this organizing principle exists everywhere 
and within everything. I believe that the matrix that holds all of us and lives 
within all things is perfect as it is, and is additionally always in motion to expand 
further into the wild of new potentialities. If I were to personify the idea, I would 
say that just because life is perfect, doesn't mean that there's not more fun to 
be had; more creativity to be enjoyed; more synthesis to expand on the already 
fantastically created states at hand.

In addition to the perfection that already is, there is always another step to 
take, just for the pure enjoyment of it. And so, I suggest that in "no time" and in 
"no space," there is infinite expansion with no limitation, and infinite 
microscopic inspection as well. And, just as we can dice up a minute into 
infinitely smaller increments in time, and just as we can inspect incrementally 
infinitely smaller sub-particles of an atom, so we are only limited in our 
engagement with life by the tools of our inquiry. There is nothing more that 
need be done, but there's a natural inclination to delve deeper or further for 
the sheer exuberance of it. It looks like stillness, in motion.

So, as we see an alliance with the grand creative principle living within us, the 
part of us that seems to resemble the creative attributes of God, we can easily 
imagine that this collaboration we've been talking about is always encouraging 
"new" and original developments. Much like what makes our own personal lives 
stimulating and vital. If you were God, would you not encourage more love to 
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express in the creations that you build, expanding as it were, on a good idea? 
Would you not be enthralled by unexpected developments, or surprises? Would 
you not want to play in your garden in original ways, not known or enjoyed 
before? Is not the natural inclination of humans and all life forms as well, to 
reach into the unknown, to turn over stones looking for hidden treasures? 
Wouldn't an occupation in infinite time demand that we engage it in an 
infinitely original embrace?

And so, I will put forth that the dance of collaboration we all share with God is 
continually interested in new "emergent," flowering developments. Not because 
life is imperfect ever as it is, but because life is just that interested in finding its 
own beauty. And as it plays across time it looks like a cascade of original 
creative developments, it looks like "continuous emergence".

Return to Contents.
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5. Scales of value and dignity that exist within the realms of duality, 
only become necessary for fulfilling the agendas of ego structures, 
social or personal, for their own self-determined, local and limited 
temporal benefits. While universal, timeless scales of value and 
dignity are measured as equivalent, yet distinct, for each soulfully 
diverse particle, on every dimensional/fractal level.

When we look at the paths of the common man whenever in history, we see the 
competitive battles each of us fight for safety, value, position, or possessions. 
The systems of value that we hold are built around the very components 
necessary for survival; the needs of food and shelter; of love and social 
acceptance; of status and accomplishment; or of integrity, pride and spiritual 
worth. The prevailing environmental and social structures have taught us that 
there is not enough of these various components to go around. And so we use 
the personal power available to us in order to secure these various "needs." 
Most of those needs appear as outside acquisitions that must be fought or 
bargained for. So, after ages of bondage to this "all too real" condition of 
earthly life, we are compelled to arrange priorities in order to determine what is 
important and what is not. And while we make these determinations 
personally, cultures and societies and religions do the same. And all of this 
maneuvering precludes the need to fulfill some survival need, or else the death 
or disgrace of the subject at hand is threatened. Within our historical context, 
we hand down these sets of values to our heirs and they are embraced as the 
true state of human affairs, even when the stakes have changed. So, in modern 
cultures where physical survival is not threatened, there may be a strong 
compulsion to see survival, still as a fight with the other members of your 
culture or environment. You may subscribe to the domination of the natural 
world because the cultural memory tells you that it is still too threatening to 
leave well enough alone. You may compete with your brother to make sure that 
you and your family have enough to survive, even when there is enough for all. 
You may compete with your own self to gain the status that you feel is your 
only dignity, because of edicts that say so, handed down from the conforming 
and archaic dogmas of your religions. The whole paradigm is shared by the 
many, and so they, each and all, conform and re-enforce the same behaviors in 
each other. It becomes reality by consequence, and any other probabilities 
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have not been imagined to be realistic or relevant. And the most feared 
outcomes seem to hover around us, threatening our self-worth and triggering 
our shame. The worst possible result is imagined as death with indignity. So we 
fight and we hold to our "values" and there ends up being much suffering and 
indignity anyway, and quiet resentment.

When one is living on the time-track, one has very specific and demanding 
parameters for achieving goals. The game of life becomes a kind of race to the 
finish line (death). And the race is filled with high-stakes drama and cunning, 
and of course, plenty of fear of failure. The risk is that you may fall short of your 
goal, which you have hung out before yourself, forever just out of reach. And 
the consequence of failure is the deeply shameful affirmation that you really 
don't deserve to have what you want, that you may not even deserve to live at 
all.

Thankfully, that is not the only available paradigm. There is a different set of 
values that fall outside of the aforementioned "set-up for failure." First of all, 
let's examine why we do anything in life. That would be peace, love and 
pleasure. That is why we fight to the death of reason. That is why we toil for 
days to know an hour of relief. That is why we sacrifice comfort and freedom to 
protect our children or nation. But does it have to be a "fight" or a "sacrifice" or 
a long toiling journey toward dignity and safety? Those may be the prevailing 
beliefs or circumstances, or they could just be the last fetters of bondage 
before we move toward a more free and illuminating relationship with the 
fractal whole, with life. If we are souls, living through a material form, then we 
can certainly attempt to move out of our mortal constraints, at least in theory. If 
we choose to believe that the greater part of each of us is deathless, if we risk 
the implications that we live as eternal beings, then there's no better time to 
claim the fulfillment that we want than now. But somehow, most of us don't 
really believe that we are part of an eternal process, and instead, we clamor 
forward as if there were never enough time or talent to get what we think we 
need.

But, if we remember that it was peace, love and pleasure that we were always 
after, then how did we get all caught up in the scramble for power and 
possessions and token achievements and fortresses of safety? We got lost in 
the prison of "time" and were convinced that there was no escape, alive! We 
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accepted conditions of fulfillment that were unattainable and blamed ourselves 
for not having the capacity to perform to their requisites. We bought into the 
hierarchical, evolutionary schemes that favored the few who were either born 
with great talent or who developed great sleuth. The values of the cultures 
skewed more toward the ruthless, more toward those people capable of 
disconnecting in any heartfelt way, to any others less fortunate. It seemed that 
our most innocent ideals were embarrassingly "childish" or naive, or even 
stupid. And so we just lost our way. And that's forgivable enough, I would think, 
as long as we can now re-evaluate, regroup, and respond to our greater good, 
back to peace, love and pleasure.

When our outlook is encapsulated within time and space, our mortal and 
physical limitations establish the ground rules for fulfillment. Values are 
wrapped around "outcomes" and efficiencies, and their relative size or affect on 
the environment or culture. We tend to measure and define our worth or value 
with our impact or influence over our external world. More is generally better, 
faster is usually preferred, and all of it is weighed against the accomplishments 
of all other social members. If we measure greater or faster, we are the worthy 
ones, while those who don't measure up are marginalized and rejected. There 
are winners and there are losers and one can't exist without the other. And by 
some invisible injunction and for some unknown reason, there can't be all 
winners. And though that all may be true in relative terms in your life or in your 
culture or in your generation, the more enduring part of your identity runs 
along a different path. That more intrinsic part is observing your temporal 
existence from a mostly unperceived distance, waiting for the spotlight of 
attention to enlighten it. That part of us knows that the game of life is endless, 
while never irrelevant or insignificant. That witnessing part focusses on the 
aesthetic qualities that liken us to art and beauty and awe, as apposed to mere 
intelligent machines. In that perceptual state, small things become big things, 
because we can grow small enough to see their largess. And the immensities of 
the universe become easily embraced by the immensity of our own miraculous 
depth and the capacity of our "god given" and divine attributes. We easily see 
that the sublime is neither large or small. We naturally expand or shrink to the 
desired perspective and meet any level of the beauty of "our" universe. Without 
death, we slow down to swim at the pace of the local currents. Without size, we 
measure worth in the currencies of emotion, grace and rapture. The heaven we 
seek is here and now and ever revealing itself. The greatest value is the simple 
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ability to see it, to feel it, to engage it as we wish, on our own terms, and to 
openly love it.
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6. The image of the universe as we see it is, in fact, the reflection of 
our inner being projected onto the 3 dimensional screen of time and 
space. All phenomena, therefore, are the mirrored images of the 
vast inner landscapes and attributes that constitute our actual, true 
and soulful selves. The glory and grace, as well as the suffering and 
contradiction evidenced in the external world are actually the state 
of our insides reflected out. And thus, they are our greatest tool to 
the discovery of the co- creative part that we each play in the states 
of our personal world and that of our community.

There is a saying in many of the eastern religions, "As above, so below. As 
within, so without." And as sayings go, this one has some merit. The 
assumption is that there is this ladder of ascending spiritual planes leading to 
the ultimate heavenly states, and that each has qualities and virtues that are 
reflected resonantly in our earthly world. This ladder is emblematic of the 
"evolutionary" journey each soul must ascend toward its goal of self-realization 
and God-realization. The rungs of the ladder represent the ascending spiritual 
planes or dimensions, from which our earthly plane is a paler version 
manifested imperfectly in time and space. The gift of this saying was its 
reassurance to devotees on the spiritual path, that they could see the virtues of 
the divine hidden in the more lackluster features of their everyday lives. This 
allowed them the hopeful perspective that connected the local phenomena of 
material life, with the divine order reflected within it. But, in general, the 
emphasis of the spiritual quest leaned heavily on the need for the aspirant to 
transcend or ascend beyond the mere material reflections of the divine, and 
find itself in the "truer" realms or states of nirvana, heaven or liberation. And 
there are many counterpart religions across the planet that have very similar 
messages, where the human condition is reduced to an encumbered state, to 
be transcended at all costs and as quickly as possible.

Now, I would agree that there is much suffering endured by ourselves as 
human beings. And I would concur that relief from our suffering should be of 
the greatest priority. I acknowledge the hearts and efforts of all the great 
spiritual leaders in their intentions and compassionate work to relieve the 
masses of their burdens. These souls have been heroic symbols to countless 
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people over the millennia and they have earned our greatest respect. And I 
would also say that the scheme of their "ascent" paths does little enough to 
relieve the suffering that humans endure, except to give them " hope" for some 
future event that they may not know until their own physical deaths. And the 
typical state for the aspirant of spiritual liberation, is most often a frustration, 
as he endures the immense gap between the features and states described to 
him by the "God-realized" pundits and gurus, and the inadequacy of his own 
human self to achieve them.

But, if we shifted our attitude to sanctify our material condition, and to delve 
with a new awareness into what it means to be human, then we may be able to 
release our suffering and lose the panicking need to escape. We may even 
reach the sublime awareness that to be human is not a burden at all, but an 
heroic act in the infinite play of the divine. If we are to believe that all is one, 
that all is now, and that all is present, then we must finally come to grips with 
the fact that the jewel of life is hidden within the very "illusion" that we fear and 
loathe.

So, what does the "path" look like with this kind of perspective? It looks like a 
looking glass, more than it looks like an itinerary. It looks like a fluid response to 
our shifts of weight and attention, guiding a continuous ride on the wave of 
possibilities. We surf on a sea, where elements of spirit and materiality and 
emotion converge and collide and dance. We embrace the endless field of the 
wild with spontaneity and creative passion, and we weather the effects of our 
endeavors with grace and amusement. There is no death, there is only trust in 
the design, and the perpetual expectation of another moment, another 
opportunity to continue the dance. We realize that we dance best when we 
have a mirror to show our moves in honest detail. And so the world of our 
experience becomes the mirror of our most intimate contours, showing more 
than we would sometimes like. But, as we accept the personal power and magic 
that we employ to create the world around ourselves, we improve consistently 
and appreciate increasingly, the miracle of life issuing from our very hands and 
hearts.

END.
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