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12 Little Things

INTRODUCTION

Little Things—second time around.

Little Things began with the germ of an idea: a wish 
for our young students in Singapore to have a book 
of poems they could call their own in school and at 
home. We wanted a collection that teachers could 
use to introduce youthful readers to the art of poetry. 
At the same time, we hoped that students would 
be inspired to dip into the book whenever they so 
desired to read and discover poetry on their own. It’s 
been a little over ten years since Little Things was first 
published in 2013 and we couldn’t be more pleased 
at how this book with its cheerful, sunny-yellow 
cover has become a familiar sight to many Literature 
teachers and students. 

Much has happened in these twelve years—
the Covid-19 pandemic, the explosion of generative 
AI and undeniable climate change, to name just 
three far-reaching existential events. If anything, 
these developments continue to underscore the 
importance of poetry. The Covid-19 pandemic and 
its related lockdowns revealed our need for words 
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and human connection in the midst of isolation. 
The juggernaut that is generative AI makes it more 
imperative than ever before that we protect human 
creativity while the climate crisis mandates that we 
inspire the collective imagination through poetry and 
literature to live more sustainably.

The world may have changed in many ways but 
some things also remain the same. As co-editors of 
this new and expanded edition of Little Things, we 
have stayed true to our intention for young readers 
to notice and appreciate the poetic in their everyday 
lives. We continue to be Singapore- and Asia-focused 
in our selection of poems, reflecting our belief in the 
importance of place in forming the identities and 
sense of belonging in our readers. The number of 
poems in this second edition has increased, a sign of 
the many important concerns we feel need addressing 
today. Thus we have seen fit to include a whole new 
section on “Our Earth” in addition to expanding 
our previous sections of “Little Things”, “Growing 
Up”, “People Around Us”, “Going Places”, “Love 
and Loss”, and “On Words”. “Our Earth” draws on 
the environmental work of co-editor Esther Vincent 
who edits the eco-journal The Tiger Moth Review, and 
whose research in recent years has been focused on 
eco-literature. 

In our selections, we have endeavoured to 
ensure that the poems here are composed in a variety 
of forms and styles, from shape poems to sonnets. 
There are poems for everyone, we hope—poems that 


