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Jinat Rehana BegumJinat Rehana Begum has taught 
Literature and English in primary, 
secondary and tertiary institutions 

in Singapore. Jinat studied early 
nineteenth-century novel reception 
for her doctorate at the University 

of York and retains a fascination 
for the many ways readers shape 

writers. She began scribbling 
poetry on the back of used 

envelopes as a teenager and started 
to experiment with prose when 

she bought her fi rst computer. First First 
Fires Fires is her fi rst novel. Inspired by 
Neighbourhood, a single by British 

indie rock band Space, her next 
project is a collection of stories 

about the residents of a high-rise 
apartment in Singapore.

Minutes after birth you held my head to your 
lips and whispered, “Diffi culties are fi res.” 
It came unbidden, unplanned. Your mother’s 
voice speaking through you. Ma would have 
been horrifi ed. She would have accused you of 
being irresponsible. Failing in your fi rst duty 
to me as a father. You never told anyone that 
you had whispered your mother’s words to me 
before the Azan except me. You couldn’t wait 
to tell me.

In the early seventies, a father defi es the 
two-child policy in Singapore and insists 
on a third. He wants a second son to help 
protect his frail daughter Sarah. When 
yet another daughter is born, he breaks 
an even older tradition – the Azan, the 
Muslim call to prayer – by whispering a 
personal mantra into the ears of his new-
born daughter, Sal. As she grows up, she 
hears her father repeat these words.

Twenty-fi ve years later, Sal loses her 
way as she struggles against the tide of 
pragmatism that surrounds her. As her 
family try desperately to look for her by 
sifting through their own memories of 
their lives together, Sal reaches out to her 
dead father and attempts to fi ght the fi res 
within her.

First Fires
by Jinat Rehana Begum

TBA in 2015
Fiction, Novel

FIRST FIRES
BY JINAT REHANA BEGUM
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Lydia KwaLydia Kwa  was born in Singapore. 
She now lives in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada. She is the author 

of three novels, This Place Called 
Absence (shortlisted for the Books 

in Canada First Novel Award), The 
Walking Boy (shortlisted for the Ethel 
Wilson Fiction Prize) and Pulse. She 

has published two collections of poetry 
The Colours of Heroines and sinuous. 

Her visual art has been shown at 
Centre A gallery for Contemporary 
Asian Art in Vancouver. For more 

information, see www.lydiakwa.com

Touch like a pulse.

A young man dies by his own hands, 
and leaves behind a note urging his 
mother to remember Godzilla’s touch, 
a reference to her relationship with 
Natalie Chia in 1970s Singapore. 

PulsePulse is the story of Natalie, an 
acupuncturist in Toronto’s Chinatown 
who decides to return to Singapore 
to uncover the truths behind this 
tragedy. Selim and Natalie, although 
a generation apart, share secrets that 
they’ve kept from their families. 
Natalie discovers that her past with 
her domineering father may be the key 
to understanding Selim’s death.

A novel about unrequited love and the 
compelling power of memory, PulsePulse 
investigates the disturbing force of 
personal and collective trauma, while 
testifying to the resiliency of the 
human spirit.

“…there is a fullness in Pulse, in both 
characters and settings, that gives the 
novel colour, complexity and a kind of 
buoyancy…” — David Fedo, author of 
Carrots and Other Poems

Pulse by Lydia Kwa (2014)
First published (2010)

Fiction, Novel
978-981-09-0681-8 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 251 pages

PULSE
BY LYDIA KWA Leonora LiowLeonora Liow is a Singapore-

based writer. Her interests are 
cooking, cultures and a good 

read. Born in Hong Kong, she 
studied law at the National 

University of Singapore. In 2003, 
Liow won the Golden Point 
award with her short story, 

“Pentimento”. Moth StoriesMoth Stories is her 
fi rst published collection.

A young girl’s ambitions prompt 
dark stirrings in her nature. A 
father reckons with a lifetime of 
dysfunctional family relations. 
A foreign worker is cut adrift on 
a raft of shattered dreams. In the 
title story “Moth”, a condemned 
woman reclaims her
broken dignity.

In a collection that resonates with 
life’s poignance, humour and 
irony, Leonora Liow explores the 
private universe of individuals 
navigating the arcane waters of 
human existence and masterfully 
illuminates the extraordinary 
humanity that endures.

“... a collection of ten powerfully 
observed stories of everyday life in 
Singapore... a voice very distinct 
from, yet reminiscent of, the works of 
Suchen Christine Lim and the early 
fi ction of Catherine Lim, both acute 
observers of Singapore.” — Akshita 
Nanda, Arts Correspondent, The 
Straits Times

Moth Stories by Leonora Liow
2015

Fiction, Short Stories
978-981-09-3758-4 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 300 pages MOTH STORIES
BY LEONORA LIOW
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Josephine ChiaJosephine Chia is a Peranakan 
author who is published 

internationally in both fi ction 
and non-fi ction. She has lived 

in the United Kingdom for 
thirty years but has recently 

returned to her homeland 
Singapore to live. This second 

edition of Josephine’s fi rst 
novel is her ninth book. Her 

new book, Kampong Spirit, 
Gotong Royong, Life in Potong 

Pasir 1955 to 1965 was published 
by Marshall Cavendish Asia 

and released in March 2013. 
Full details of Josephine’s 
books can be found on her 

website: ww.josephinechia.com

My Mother-In-Law’s SonMy Mother-In-Law’s Son centres round a 
Peranakan woman, Swee Gek, who is in 
an abusive marriage but is constrained 
by the limitations of women in her time 
to take positive action.

Her marriage is further strained by 
Choy Yan, the eponymous Mother-In-
Law of the title whose values are archaic 
and patriarchal. Taking place in a 1949 
-1950 Singapore that is just recovering 
from the onslaught of the Japanese 
War, Swee Gek’s Chinese husband, 
Wong Kum Chong, is inadvertently 
drawn into participating in Communist 
activity against the Colonial 
Government by a communist agitator, 
Teng Xin Nan. 

Narrated from the perspectives of 
different characters, My Mother-In-My Mother-In-
Law’s SonLaw’s Son is a revealing story of a 
Singapore and her people struggling 
to fi nd their feet in the aftermath of a 
war. It also shows how people going 
through diffi cult circumstances can 
be susceptible to revolutionary ideas. 
Through Swee Gek’s personal fi ght 
against her oppressors, this novel also 
explores the meaning of love: of whether 
love can be unconditional or that it is 
always accompanied by possessiveness.

My Mother-In-Law’s Son
by Josephine Chia (2013)

First edition (1994)
Fiction, Novel

978-981-07-7998-6 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 468 pages

MY 
MOTHER-
IN-LAW’S 
SON
BY JOSEPHINE 
CHIA

Su Wei-chenSu Wei-chen has served as 
editor-in-chief of the Weekly 

Reader News, and is now a 
professor of Chinese literature 

at National Cheng Kung 
University. She is the author of 

more than a dozen volumes of 
fi ction and nonfi ction, including 
the novels 紅顏已老 [The Faded 

Years of Youth] (1981), 魔術時
刻 [The Magic Hours] (2002), 

and 時光隊伍 [The Procession in 
Time] (2006), as well as of the 
critical and essay volumes 單

人旅行 [The Journey of Solitude] 
(1999) and 租書店的女兒 [The 

Memories of Books] (2010). She is 
the recipient of the United Daily 

News Prize for the Novelette and 
the Tainan Prefectural City Prize 

for Literary Contribution.

Island of SilenceIsland of Silence is a mesmerising 
psychological portrait of evasion. 
Chen-mian, a young Taiwanese 
woman with a troubled background, 
can’t bear the reality of her life, and 
creates an idealised fantasy existence 
– ‘the other Chen-mian’, a happily-
married woman with a stable, loving 
family. Chen-mian is obsessed with 
islands, fi nding them safer and more 
contained than larger pieces of land. 
She travels to Hong Kong, Bali and 
Singapore, trying to fi nd a secure 
hiding place. The lives of the two 
Chen-mians become more surreal and 
intertwined, and it becomes diffi cult 
to tell where reality ends and fantasy 
begins. 

Originally published as 沈默之島 by 
China Times Publishing Co.
(時報出版), Taiwan, Nov 1994, this is 
the fi rst English edition of
Island of SilenceIsland of Silence.

Island of Silence by Su Wei-chen
by Jeremy Tiang

(translated from Mandarin)
2013 | Fiction, Novel

978-981-07-7994-8 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 278 pages

ISLAND OF SILENCE
BY SU WEI-CHEN

• Winner of the 
China Times 
Million Yuan 
Literary Prize 
for the Novel 
(Jury Prize, 
1994)



10 11

Claire Tham’sClaire Tham’s debut collection, Fascist 
Rock: Stories of Rebellion (1990), secured 

the National Book Development 
Council of Singapore Commendation 

Award (Fiction) in 1992. Saving the 
Rainforest and Other Stories (1993) won a 

Highly Commended Award (Fiction) 
from NBDCS in 1995. She has also 

collected two Golden Point Awards, 
in 1999 and 2001, for her stories, “The 

Gunpowder Trail” and “Driving 
Sideways”. “Lee” (from Fascist 

Rock), was adapted for television 
on MediaCorp’s Alter Asians, while 

the title story from Tham’s third 
collection, The Gunpowder Trail and 

Other Stories (2003) has been adapted 
for the stage. Tham read Law at 

Oxford. She is currently a partner at a 
law fi rm in Singapore.

A young female Chinese national 
drowns in a private swimming pool 
in a wealthy enclave on a resort island 
just off the Singapore mainland. The 
house where she is found belongs 
to one of the wealthiest property 
developers in Singapore. The ripple 
effects on everyone affected by the 
incident—the investigating offi cer, the 
homeowner and his nephew, the girl’s 
family—are examined from their point 
of view.

Based loosely on a true incident,
The InletThe Inlet explores the social and 
cultural changes that have washed over 
Singapore society in recent years.

“The Inlet is a fantastic example of how 
great Singapore fi ction can be... it is a 
journey so fascinating that readers will 
not only stay on the ride but also beg for 
another go soon.” — Akshita Nanda, 
correspondent for The Straits Times 

The Inlet by Claire Tham
2013

Fiction, Novel
978-981-07-7384-7 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 376 pages
Rights available except for Italy

• Shortlisted 
for the
Singapore 
Literature 
Prize 2014

THE INLET
BY CLAIRE THAM

Dave Chua’sDave Chua’s fi rst novel, Gone Case, 
was given a Singapore Literature 

Prize Commendation Award in 1996 
and was published the same year.

Chua was involved in the production 
of the Mediacorp sitcom, Achar!, and 

Peach Blossom Media’s animated 
children’s show, Tomato Twins. He 

writes for various publications such 
as The Straits Times, Big O, and 

The Edge and is the Vice Chairman 
of the Singapore Film Society. 

For his feature-length scripts, he 
was awarded a second prize at the 
Singapore Screenplay Awards in 

2001. A graphic novel adaptation of 
Gone Case with the artist Koh Hong 

Teng has also been published.

A touching yet unsentimental story 
about growing up in Singapore seen 
through the eyes of Yong, a 12-year-old, 
who experiences the paradoxes of life 
even if he doesn’t always understand 
everything. Between the rigorous 
demands of school and taking care of 
his younger sibling, Yong deals with 
the death of Ah Por, upheavals in his 
family, run-ins with the neighbourhood 
gang leader, infatuation and fi nally, the 
end of a friendship.

Set in a Housing Development Board 
(HDB) estate, Gone CaseGone Case is a coming-
of-age story with many memorable 
moments.

Gone CaseGone Case was also on the National 
Library Board’s Read! Singapore 
2011 list.

Gone Case by Dave Chua (2012)
First published (2002)

Fiction, Novel
978-981-07-4148-8 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 140 pages

• Winner of 
the Singapore 
Literature Prize 
(Commendation 
Award, 1996)

GONE CASE
BY DAVE CHUA
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Different StrokesDifferent Strokes is not a story about 
Aids, but our attitude towards 
the disease and its victims. Two 
men died of it, one an ordinary 
person and the other a celebrity. It 
elicited different treatment. Maybe 
appropriately so. The story brings 
the reader through the angst behind 
each case. The writer makes no 
attempt to moralise, but merely 
to tell the story as it would have 
happened had it been real.

Diff erent Strokes by David Leo
1993

Fiction, Novella
981-00-4755-X (Paperback)

135mm x 190mm | 100 pages

DIFFERENT 
STROKES
BY DAVID LEO

... Leo graduated with honours in 
English from the University of 

Singapore. He became a teacher, 
then quit after fi ve years to join a 
subsidiary of Singapore Airlines. 
Some of Leo’s short stories were 

also awarded prizes in national 
story writing competitions. His 
poems have appeared in various 

publications including Singa, 
Focus, Breakthrough, Project Alpha 

Silver (a publication by the 
University of Singapore) and 

20th Century Poets (an anthology) 
published in the U.K.

David LeoDavid Leo has produced a wide 
repertoire of works that include 

poetry and prose. He was awarded the 
Publisher’s Prize for fi ction (Ah…the Ah…the 
Fragrance of Durians & Other StoriesFragrance of Durians & Other Stories), 

National Book Development Council 
Singapore commendation (The Sins of the The Sins of the 

Fathers & Other StoriesFathers & Other Stories) and Singapore 
Literature Prize commendation (Wives, Wives, 

Lovers & Other WomenLovers & Other Women). A fourth 
collection of short stories (News At NineNews At Nine) 
is a recommended secondary school text. 

Several of his short stories have been 
adapted and staged in Mandarin and 

English by various theatre groups. Leo’s 
fourth collection of poetry—Ubin Ubin 

Dreaming (You’ve Been Dreaming)Dreaming (You’ve Been Dreaming)—was 
published in 2012.   

“In this thoughtful and vivid novel of 
a teacher reminiscing on his teaching 
days at a neighbourhood school in 
the 1970s, the unnamed protagonist 
ponders on the essence of education 
in our schools: how does it prepare 
students for life? What is the role of a 
teacher after school hours? And what 
happens after one drops out/fi nishes 
schooling?

From the endearing student characters 
of Kim Huat, Ah Beng and Mui 
Hoong to the colourful personalities 
in the staffroom, Shakespeare Can 
Wait plunges you into the daily, but 
certainly not mundane, life of a school 
in a working-class hamlet. At the heart 
of the novel, it is about a teacher who 
never stopped being one.

Shakespeare Can Wait by David Leo 
2008

Fiction, Novel
978-981-08-3258-8 (Paperback)

115mm x 205mm | 210 pages

SHAKESPEARE 
CAN WAIT
BY DAVID LEO
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When Mei Ching TanMei Ching Tan landed 
a grant of ten grand, she knew 
immediately that she could not buy 
a chocolate factory, so she did what 
she always dreamt of doing: have 
the wilderness experience of her life. 
Plunging headlong into the Canadian 
wilderness with plenty of toilet paper 
and insect repellant, Tan, when she 
was not battling hypothermia and 
suspect outhouses, explored the 
rich Native American and Nordic 
folklore of the Canadian Rockies 
and Maritime Provinces, and the 
abundant natural history of
the inhabitants.

Puzzling over the different cultural 
interpretations of “running water” 
and “nearby”, Tan called on her 
inner endurance, imagination, and 
very little foul language as she 
and her fi ancé ventured into the 
unknown with people they’d never 
seen before. They rode on horses 
into bear and wolf country, coasted 
down whitewater after local legends, 
attempted hiking feats without 
becoming grizzly fodder, pushed the 
boundaries of tendonitis and extended 
bladders while strapped in sea kayaks, 
discovered the very real personalities 
of water, wind, sun and the Atlantic 
thunderstorm, and trod through 
centuries-old scrub and millennia-old 
soil — all in search of communion 
with Mother Earth and the illusive 
ideal called Adventure.

Towards The Blue:
Adventures of A City Wimp

by Mei Ching Tan (2007)
Creative Non-Fiction, Travelogue

981-05-6774-X (Paperback)
132mm x 202mm | 348 pages

TOWARDS 
THE BLUE: 

ADVENTURES OF A 
CITY WIMP

BY MEI CHING TAN

Mei Ching TanMei Ching Tan writes novels, short 
stories, plays, and children’s books. 
She received the merit prize in the 

1994 Singapore Literature Prize (SLP) 
for her book, Crossing DistanceCrossing Distance, and 

the commendation prize for SLP 1992, 
for her book Beyond the Village GateBeyond the Village Gate. 

She won fi rst prize for her play, Water 
Ghosts, in the NUS Shell Short Play 
Contest (1992) and fi rst prizes in the 

USA for her short stories. 

In 1997, she received the Young 
Artist Award for Literature from the 
National Arts Council of Singapore. 

With the grant she explored the 
Canadian wilderness, and emerging 

from it with her humour intact, wrote 
her travel narrative, Towards the Blue: Towards the Blue: 

Adventures of a City WimpAdventures of a City Wimp.  

Myths of the mountains and their 
spirits pervade stories of Shi Ying’s 
mysterious origins. Abandoned to 
die but saved by a villager, Shi Ying 
is named the “lost child” and taken 
into a family of fi sherfolk. She does 
not know who her parents are, or who 
she is. When she befriends a village 
outcast with whom she feels a strange 
bond, her journey into the unknown, 
in search of her parents and her true 
identity, begins.

Beyond the Village Gate
by Mei Ching Tan (2012)

First published (1994)
Fiction, Novel

978-981-08-7754-5 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 148 pages

BEYOND THE 
VILLAGE GATE
BY MEI CHING TAN

• Winner of the Singapore 
Literature Prize
(Commendation Award, 
1992)
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Lishan ChanLishan Chan suffered from an 
episode of psychosis in 2008.  She is 
now a mental health advocate with 

an ambition to stamp out stigma. 
Lishan was the fi rst recovered patient 

to represent the Institute of Mental 
Health (Singapore), to speak at an 

international congress organised by the 
World Federation for Mental Health. 

In 2014, she was recognised as ‘Most 
promising advocate’ at the inaugural 
Singapore Advocacy Awards. Lishan 

was educated at the Universities of 
York and London. The youngest 

Singaporean to publish a fi rst-person 
narrative of mental illness, her book A A 

Philosopher’s MadnessPhilosopher’s Madness was nominated 
for the Singapore Literature Prize 2014. 

First published in 2012, it has since 
gone into reprint. 

This is a personal and philosophical 
account of schizophrenia that aims 
to raise awareness of mental health 
issues. The personal aspect of the 
book reveals the gritty reality of what 
it is like to have schizophrenia, and 
explores issues faced by those with 
mental illness, such as secrecy and 
recovery. The philosophical

aspect of the book raises questions 
concerning the nature of mental 
illness, such as whether or not mental 
illness is ultimately physical or mental. 
Referencing contemporary debates, 
such as whether madness is a disease 
or a culturally-determined label, this 
book is relevant not only to persons 
with an interest in a true story of 
psychosis, but also to those with an 
interest in the relationship between 
philosophy and madness.

A Philosopher’s Madness
by Chan Lishan

2012
Creative Non-Fiction,  Autobiography

978-981-07-2444-3 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 110 pages

A PHILOSOPHER’S 
MADNESS
BY CHAN LISHAN

Danielle LimDanielle Lim holds Master 
of Arts and Bachelor of Arts 

degrees from The University of 
Oxford.  Based in Singapore, she 
has written for a national gallery 

as Curator of the Ministry of 
Education Heritage Centre.  In 

that capacity she wrote over a 
hundred short stories featured 
as part of the heritage gallery. 

Her professional experience 
includes 11 years at management 

level in the tertiary/global 
education sector, and 6 years in 
the fi nancial sector.  As of 2014, 
Danielle is an Adjunct Lecturer 

at Nanyang Polytechnic, as 
well as Associate Lecturer at the 

Republic Polytechnic.

Can a life weave along through the 
same notes and yet come to play forth 
different sounds?

The Sound of SCHThe Sound of SCH is the true story 
of a journey with mental illness, 
beautifully told by Danielle LimDanielle Lim 
from a time when she grew up 
witnessing her uncle’s untold 
struggle with a crippling mental 
and social disease, and her 
mother’s diffi cult role as caregiver. 
The story takes place between 
1961 and 1994, backdropped by a 
fast-globalising Singapore where 
stigmatisation of persons affl icted 
with mental illness nevertheless 
remains deep-seated. Unfl inchingly 
raw and honest in its portrayal 
of living with schizophrenia, The The 
Sound of SCHSound of SCH is a moving account 
of human resiliency and sacrifi ce in 
the face of brokenness.

The Sound of SCH: a mental 
breakdown, a life journey

2014
Creative Non-Fiction, Memoir

978-981-09-1853-8 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 180 pages

Rights available except
for China and Taiwan

THE 
SOUND
OF SCH
BY 
DANIELLE 
LIM

“An engrossing journey into the unnoticed 
and hidden world of those living with 
mental illness - the affl icted and their 
caregivers ... an impactful, moving book.” 
— Emily Tan, Family Physician
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As a founder member of the Labour 
Party of Singapore in 1948, the 
Minister for Communications 
and Works in two Labour Front 
governments from 1955 to 1959, 
Principal of St. Andrew’s Secondary 
School from 1963 to 1974, and a leader 
in the social service sector, the late 
Mr Francis ThomasFrancis Thomas arguably did as 
much as any one person — and more 
than most — to shape the destiny of 
Singapore. 

Above all, it was his honesty and 
integrity (‘the only honest man in 
the Labour Front’ was Mr Lee Kuan 
Yew’s description of him in 1958), and 
his compassion and care for others, 
that made him stand out from the 
crowd and led many to remember him 
with deep admiration and affection. 
His memoirs are a fascinating story 
of one man’s active, sometimes 
dangerous and at times major role in 
the dramatic history of Singapore. It 
spans the British colonial period; the 
Japanese occupation; the post-war 
efforts of democratic organisations for 
self-government; and the tumultuous 
years of the two Labour Front 
governments preceding the take-over 
of power by the People’s Action Party 
in the general elections of 1959. 

Memoirs of a Migrant
by Francis Thomas (2013)

First edition (1972)
Non-Fiction,  Memoirs

978-981-07-5679-6 (Paperback)
145mm x 210mm | 212 pages

MEMOIRS OF A 
MIGRANT
BY FRANCIS THOMAS

This new edition of Memoirs of Memoirs of 
a Migranta Migrant includes unpublished 
personal photographs as well as 

letters, essays and talks given by 
Thomas. It also has tributes to 

him by friends after his passing. 
These additional materials paint 
a picture of a man fully engaged 

with community issues and 
energetically focused on bringing 

out the best in people and in 
shaping a robust and just society.

Aqilah TeoAqilah Teo is a preschool teacher 
and freelance writer who has 

worked with children ranging 
from preschoolers to teenagers. 
Her brother’s autism led to her 

fascination with psychology and 
epistemology. She hopes to shine a 

spotlight on the special needs world 
through the stories in this book.

This book tells the stories of a 
boy with autism living in a world 
he views in his own, special way. 
His take on the routines of daily 
life would seem, to most people, a 
plunge into an extraordinary world 
of the unexpected and inexplicable. 
As seen through his sister’s eyes, 
the stories chronicle his growing-
up years, and his adventures and 
misadventures — the quirky, 
the funny and the downright 
miraculous. It is also a sharing of 
the little-known, yet engaging, 
stories of individuals with special 
needs and other unsung heroes: 
their families, teachers and doctors.

Ordinary Stories In An 
Extraordinary World

by Aqilah Teo
2012

Creative Non-Fiction, Biography
978-981-07-1800-8 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 184 pages

“An excellent account of the 
writer’s candid experiences with 
her autistic sibling as well as daily 
struggles her family has to cope 
with. Free of jargon, it is an easy 
read that provides an insight into 
the autism world, and allows read-
ers to peer into the mind and under-
stand the idiosyncratic behaviours 
of an autistic individual.”
— Dr Noel Chia Kok Hwee, As-
sistant Professor, Early Childhood 
& Special Education Academic 
Group, NIE

ORDINARY 
STORIES IN AN 
EXTRAORDINARY 
WORLD
BY AQILAH TEO
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Beyond The Blue GateBeyond The Blue Gate is a moving 
and detailed account of the 
author’s tribulations while under 
detention without trial.

Beyond The Blue Gate
by Teo Soh Lung

2010
Non-Fiction,  Autobiography

978-981-07-8215-0 (Paperback)
152mm x 227mm | 392 pages

BEYOND THE 
BLUE GATE
BY TEO SOH LUNG

Teo Soh LungTeo Soh Lung graduated from the 
then University of Singapore with a 

Bachelor of Laws (LLB Hons) in 1973 
and served her pupillage under the late 

David Marshall.

In 1985, Soh Lung co-founded the Law 
Society Criminal Legal Aid Scheme 
which offers free legal assistance for 
criminal cases to the poor and needy 

members of the public. She also 
chaired a sub-committee under the 

Law Society which reviewed the Legal 
Profession Amendment Bill.  She was 

subsequently elected as a member of 
the Council of the Law Society.

In 1987, Soh Lung was detained for 
being involved in the alleged “Marxist 

Conspiracy” by the Singapore 
government. She was held without 
trial for more than two years under 
Singapore’s Internal Security Act.

“Lawyer Teo Soh Lung’s memoir of 
her 21 May 1987 arrest and framing 
by the Singapore authorities as part 
of the so-called ‘Marxist Conspiracy’ 
is a remarkable document. Not only 
does it show how a person of courage 
and integrity can speak truth to power, 
but it also illustrates how that power 
corrupts and destroys the souls of those 
who wield it unscrupulously. One day a 
Singaporean Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission will determine the truth 
of the PAP years. Until this happens, 
this memoir will serve as an essential 
benchmark.”
—  Peter Carey, Fellow Emeritus, 
Trinity College, Oxford

Andrea BerriniAndrea Berrini is a writer and the 
publisher of Metropolid’Asia!. He 

started writing short stories and essays 
at the end of the 80s, collaborating 

with the most important literary 
magazines and journals in Italy, 
as well as writing reports for the 

mainstream Italian press. He has 
published four books: L’Anima dei 
Bulldozer (a report on the slums of 

Kenya’s capital town, Nairobi); Storie 
Africane (a collection of short stories 
about people in villages and cities in 

Tanzania, a country where he lived for 
almost two years); Quattrini (portraits 

of people engaged in microcredit 
projects around the world); and Noi 

Siamo La Classe Operaia, whose English 
translation is now

A Far Better Thing I DoA Far Better Thing I Do.  

In the early months of 1947, 2000 
workers from the Monfalcone shipyard 
and aircraft factory in Italy resigned 
from their stable jobs and set off for 
Fiume. They went not because of 
necessity, but of choice. They were 
going to build Marshall Tito’s new 
Socialist Yugoslavia. They were going 
to construct Socialism in the post-war 
climate of a Europe where countries 
were re-positioning and jockeying 
for new geographic frontiers amidst 
a new order. Together they had lived 
through the Fascist dictatorship of 
Italy, the war and the occupation of 
neighbouring Slovenia and Dalmatia. 
Many had fought with the partisans. 
They were now going to create a new 
world.
Two years later, the bulk of 
them returned. Heads hung low. 
Disillusioned. Silent. Shunned by the 
Italian community and seen as traitors 
for their adventure, they continued 
their lives in silence for the next 50 
years. With the help of others, Andrea 
Berrini took it upon himself to unlock 
the silence of that age through face-
to-face interviews, documents and 
oral histories with the protagonists 
of those times. In so doing, Andrea 
has reignited the passions, the fears 
and the machinations which drove 
those men in their search to build a 
community where common workers 
would not be exploited.

A Far Better Thing I Do:
The 2000 from Monfalcone

by Andrea Berrini (2013)
(translated from Italian)

Creative Non-Fiction, Documentary
978-981-07-8231-3 (Paperback)

145mm x 210mm | 238 pages

A FAR BETTER 
THING I DO
BY ANDREA BERRINI
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Over the last decade, M Ravi M Ravi has 
been involved in some of the most 
high profi le and politically sensitive 
legal cases in Singapore. Because of 
his courageous stands in such areas as 
the mandatory death penalty, the free 
press and the free exchange of differing 
opinions, free religious expression, 
and gay rights, he has come to be seen 
by many as the leading human rights 
lawyer in the Lion City.

What are the springs of this 
commitment and the moral strengths 
that allow him to continue? 

To answer this, Ravi takes us back to 
his roots in one of Singapore’s few 
multi-racial kampongs. The lessons 
he learnt — about family, cooperation 
with others, compassion, justice — have 
infused much of his life.

Kampong Boy by M Ravi
2013

Non-Fiction,  Autobiography
978-981-07-5755-7 (Paperback)

145mm x 210mm | 270 pages

KAMPONG BOY
BY M RAVI

M RaviM Ravi studied at the National 
University of Singapore, fi nishing 

with an Arts degree. He then 
studied Law at the University of 

Cardiff in Wales. He was admitted 
to the Singapore Bar in the mid-

1990’s and over the last decade has 
been involved as lead lawyer or 
supporting voice in some of the 

Lion City’s highest-profi le cases. 
His work in the fi eld of human 

rights has made him a recognised 
and respected fi gure not only within 
Singapore, but also internationally.

“Kampong Boy provides insights 
into the the growth of the author as 
a central fi gure in anti-death penalty 
activism in Singapore and in the 
international struggle for a world 
without executions. Writing as an 
individual whose diffi cult childhood 
increased his sense of justice and 
feelings for the suffering of others, 
his memoir includes moving ac-
counts of several high-profi le capital 
cases. It is a crucial contribution to 
the history of Singapore.”
— Margaret John, Coordinator for 
Singapore and Malaysia, Amnesty 
International Canada

Singapore-born Tammy L WongTammy L Wong 
is an award-winning dance artist 

whose works have been presented at 
festivals in Australia, New Zealand, 

Malaysia, Korea and the United States. 
The recipient of the 2001 Montblanc 
Businesswoman of the Year Award, 

the 2002 National Arts Council Young 
Artist Award (Dance) and the 2003 

Chancellor’s Fellowship (University 
of California, Irvine), Tammy has also 

received choreographic commissions 
from Blurred Borders International 

Dance Festival, The Esplanade Theatres 
on the Bay and the Singapore Dance 
Theatre. From October 2006 to May 

2010, Tammy was appointed Head, 
and subsequently, Artistic Director of 

Dance at LASALLE College of the Arts, 
Singapore. In 2010, she stepped away 

from dancing to write. Her fi rst book  ‘A’ ‘A’ 
is for Achar, ‘L’ is for Loveis for Achar, ‘L’ is for Love, was published 

in September 2011.

Tammy L WongTammy L Wong is devastated by the 
horror of September 11 2001, and fi nds 
herself at a crossroads with her dance 
career in Singapore. Unable to function 
in her personal life, she begins obsessing 
about war heroine Elizabeth Choy. In 
2003, she embarks on a search for Mrs 
Choy, hoping to fi nd the answer for 
moving on in the face of tragedy, and 
in so doing, fi nd for herself, a more 
gratifying place in Singapore society.

When The Bough BreaksWhen The Bough Breaks is an intimate 
expression of Tammy’s encounter 
with Mrs Choy, as well as a glimpse of 
Tammy’s dance life. The dancer meets 
the war heroine. The war heroine is 
surprised and prompted by the dancer. 
What follows is a mesmerising tale of 
their indomitable spirits, of hope and 
longing.

When The Bough Breaks
by Tammy Wong (2013)

Creative Non-Fiction, Memoir
978-981-07-5682-6 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 134 pages

WHEN THE 
BOUGH BREAKS
BY TAMMY L WONG
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A wife’s love is put to the test when 
she returns home after six years to fi nd 
that her husband has remarried. An old 
woman in a nursing home is visited by 
an English-pop-song-singing mynah. 
The image of a painting on a book 
cover becomes a talisman of love for a 
Maths teacher after a break-up. An artist 
remembers the time he was harangued by 
rambutans, mangoes and other fruits in 
his studio.

In the ten stories collected here, secret 
hopes, desires, and regrets are revealed 
through obsessions and events that 
collide and merge with everyday life.

“No word is out of place in Yeo Wei 
Wei’s exacting prose. The reader’s 
expectations and positions of empathy are 
put to the test in ways that both delight 
and shatter the heart.” — Cyril Wong, 
Singapore Literature Prize-winning 
author of Tilting Our Plates to Catch 
the Light and The Dictator’s Eyebrow 

These Foolish Things
by Yeo Wei Wei

TBA, 2015
Fiction, Short Stories

130mm x 200mm 

THESE FOOLISH 
THINGS

BY YEO WEI WEI
Yeo Wei WeiYeo Wei Wei was born in 

Singapore. She read English at 
the University of York before she 
completed her PhD at University 
of Cambridge in 2000. Her short 

stories have appeared in journals and 
anthologies. Her other publications 
include essays on art and literature, 

a children’s picture book, 
translations of Chinese poetry.

These Foolish ThingsThese Foolish Things is her fi rst 
collection of short stories. She is 

currently working on a novel. 
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“‘Yeo Wei Wei weaves a purgatorial 
web of men and women caught between 
guilt, loss and unbearable longing. Her 
stories are intelligent, haunting, carefully 
composed yet deeply felt.” — Clarissa 
Oon, arts editor, The Straits Times

One ancient land. Four writers. 
Guilt, ruins, loss, fear of change, and 
forgiveness.

Here’s a labyrinth of stories shaped by 
different themes, different provocations 
and inspirations, different styles. 

To start off this creative relay-race, 
Yong Shu HoongYong Shu Hoong transports the reader 
to Angkor Wat, where a fl eeting 
encounter between two strangers sparks 
off diverging storylines that oscillate 
between Cambodia and Singapore. 
His tales segue into Heng Siok Tian’sHeng Siok Tian’s 
sequence of stories that questions the 
perceived boundaries of historical facts, 
subjective perceptions, subconscious 
imagination and dreams.

Phan Ming Yen’sPhan Ming Yen’s noir fi ction with its 
brand of slow-burning domestic horror 
reels you into a different turn, before 
Yeow Kai Chai’sYeow Kai Chai’s stories entice you 
to walk on the wild side – along with 
tourists, macaques and other enigmatic 
beings – in exploring psychological 
insights and the rituals of human 
behaviour.  

THE ADOPTED: 
STORIES FROM 

ANGKOR
Heng Siok TianHeng Siok Tian has published fi ve 
collections of poetry. A participant 
of the Iowa International Writing 

Program in 2000, she has also 
participated in literary events in 

China, Denmark, France, Sweden, the 
US and the Philippines.

Phan Ming YenPhan Ming Yen is the author of a 
collection of short fi ction, That Night 

by the Beach and Other Stories for A Film 
Score (2012). His writing has appeared 

in various anthologies. A former 
journalist, magazine editor and arts 

manager, he is at present a co-founder 
and director of Aerogramme, a not-

for-profi t literary arts and
culture enterprise.

Yeow Kai ChaiYeow Kai Chai has two poetry 
collections. His poems have appeared 

in international and local publications. 
A former journalist and a music

The Adopted: Stories from Angkor
by Heng Siok Tian, Phan Ming Yen, 

Yeow Kai Chai & Yong Shu Hoong 
TBA, 2015

Fiction, Short Stories
978-981-09-4458-2 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm 
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... reviewer for The Straits Times and a 
participant of the Iowa International 
Writing Program in 2014, he also edits 
creative prose for Quarterly Literary 
Review Singapore. His third poetry 
collection, One to the Dark Tower Comes,
is forthcoming. 

Yong Shu HoongYong Shu Hoong has published fi ve 
collections of poetry since 1997 including 
Frottage (2005) and The Viewing Party 
(2013) which won the Singapore Literature 
Prize in 2006 and 2014 respectively. 
His poems have been included in 
international and local literary journals. 
He currently teaches creative writing at 
the Nanyang Technological University 
and writes for Esquire Singapore.
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Malay SketchesMalay Sketches is a collection of stories 
that borrows its name from a book of 
anecdotes by colonial governor Frank 
Swettenham, describing Malay life on 
the Peninsula. In Alfi an Sa’at’s hands, 
these sketches are reimagined as fl ash 
fi ctions that record the lives of members 
of the Malay community in Singapore. 
With precise and incisive prose, Malay 
Sketches offers the reader profound 
insights into the realities of life as an 
ethnic minority.

“Alfi an’s vignettes of Singapore Malay 
life are touching and funny, at once full 
of pathos and nostalgia. They illuminate 
a life that once was, and now, inevitably, 
with ‘progress’, what is. But ultimately 
they speak of dignity, quiet and undi-
minished.” — Datin Paduka Marina 
Mahathir, columnist, activist, author of 
‘In Liberal Doses’

Malay Sketches by Alfian Sa’at
2012

Fiction, Short Stories
978-981-07-1801-5 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 230 pages

MALAY SKETCHES
BY ALFIAN SA’AT

“Malay Sketches is a refreshingly 
honest and insightful depiction of the less 
savoury realities of life in Singapore, 
an ostensibly multiracial and merito-
cratic city-state uncomfortable with its 
historical Malay core. The stories serve 
as a stark reminder of a complex and con-
tradictory society that is at once dynamic 
and dastardly, progressive and oppres-
sive, glittery and ghoulish.” — Associate 
Professor Lily Zubaidah Rahim,Univer-
sity of Sydney, author of ‘The Singapore 
Dilemma: The Political and Educational 
Marginality of the Malay Community’

... Award in Malaysia for Best Book 
and Lyrics for the musical ‘The 

Secret Life of Nora’. In 2013, he won 
the Boh-Cameronian Award for 
Best Original Script for the play 
‘Parah’.  In 2001, Alfi an won the 

Golden Point Award for Poetry as 
well as the National Arts Council 

Young Artist Award for Literature. 
He has also been nominated for 
the Kirayama Asia-Pacifi c Book 

Prize and the Singapore Literature 
Prize for A History of Amnesia. 

His short fi ction collection Malay 
Sketches was longlisted for the 

Frank O’Connor Prize in 2013. His 
plays and short stories have been 

translated into German, Swedish, 
Danish and Japanese and have been 
read and performed internationally.

A
L

F
IA

N
 S

A
’A

T

CorridorCorridor is a collection of short stories 
all set in present-day Singapore. With 
unsentimental clarity and heartbreaking 
honesty, Alfi an Sa’at writes about HDB 
dwellers—students, housewives and 
factory workers, whose lives begin to 
unravel once they discover that happiness 
is a fragile thing in a country obsessed 
with progress and success.

The characters in each story fi nd 
themselves in situations that offer them 
a ticket to hope and change: A video 
camera transforms the way a resentful 
daughter sees her widowed mother. A 
married couple receives free holiday 
tickets just when their luck seems to have 
run out. A girl encounters a transvestite 
on an MRT train ride who tells her that 
she looks like a famous singer. And a 
man enters a discotheque after a bitter 
divorce and re-learns the terror of falling 
in love all over again. 

Rich in authentic detail, with a sensitive 
ear for the vernacular, Corridor 
paints an elegiac, revealing portrait of 
contemporary Singaporeans who exist 
along the city’s corridors; haunted by lost 
loves, irrevocable childhoods and a deep 
longing to be free. 

“The magic of Alfi an’s writing is no 
sleight of hand. It’s no illusion. It’s 
real.” — Haresh Sharma, prominent 
Singaporean playwright 

CORRIDOR
BY ALFIAN SA’AT

• Winner of 
Singapore 
Literature Prize 
(Commendation 
Award, 1998) 

Alfi an Sa’atAlfi an Sa’at is a Resident Playwright 
with W!LD RICE. His published 
works include three collections of 
poetry; One Fierce Hour; A History 

of Amnesia; and The Invisible 
Manuscript; a collection of short 
stories, Corridor; a collection of 

fl ash fi ction, Malay Sketches; two 
collections of plays as well as the 

published play Cooling-Off Day. 

Alfi an has been nominated eight 
times for Best Script at the Life! 

Theatre Awards, eventually  
winning in 2005 for ‘Landmarks’, 
in 2010 for ‘Nadirah’, and in 2013 

for ‘Kakak Kau Punya Laki’ (Your 
Sister’s Husband). In 2011, Alfi an 

was awarded the Boh-Cameronian
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Corridor by Alfian Sa’at (2015)
First published (1999)
Fiction, Short Stories

978-981-07-7993-1 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 172 pages
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A mysterious tiger roams in the 
shadows of an apartment block. A 
security guard comes to terms with a 
past scarred by his father’s attachment 
to violence. A woman traces her 
family’s path of gradual change that 
began with her teenage pregnancy. A 
massacre on an island prison brings 
to life a forgotten strand of an island 
nation’s history.

The Beating and Other Stories The Beating and Other Stories is a long-
awaited collection of short stories by 
award-winning writer Dave ChuaDave Chua, 
author of the novel Gone CaseGone Case. The 
book frequently crosses genres and 
styles, spinning from historical fi ction 
to magical realism, and takes us on 
adventures with a distinct melancholic 
undertone. Sparse but emotional, 
these stories continue to demonstrate 
Chua’s talent in exploring the intense 
inner environments of hyper-urban 
Singapore.

“With this collection, Dave Chua fi rmly 
establishes himself as one of Singapore’s 
fi nest short story writers.” —Gilbert 
Koh, author of Two Baby Hands and the 
2005 winner of the Golden Point Award 
for Poetry 

The Beating and Other Stories
by Dave Chua (2014)

First edition 2011
Fiction, Short Stories

978-981-07-0907-5 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 216 pages

THE BEATING AND 
OTHER STORIES
BY DAVE CHUA

• Longlisted for 
Frank O’Connor 
Award 2013
• Shortlisted 
for Singapore 
Literature Prize 
2012

Dave Chua’sDave Chua’s fi rst novel, Gone CaseGone Case, 
was given a Singapore Literature 

Prize Commendation Award in 1996 
and was published the same year.

Chua was involved in the production 
of the Mediacorp sitcom, Achar!, and 

Peach Blossom Media’s animated 
children’s show, Tomato Twins. He 

writes for various publications such 
as The Straits Times, Big O, and 

The Edge and is the Vice Chairman 
of the Singapore Film Society. 

For his feature-length scripts, he 
was awarded a second prize at the 

Singapore Screenplay Awards in 2001. 
A graphic novel adaptation of Gone 

Case with the artist Koh Hong Teng 
has also been published.
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Cyril WongCyril Wong has published nine 
volumes of poetry including 

Unmarked Treasure (Firstfruits 
2004), Tilting Our Plates to Catch 

the Light (Firstfruits 2007) and 
Satori Blues (Softblow Press 2011). 

He also received the Singapore 
Literature Prize (2006) and the 

National Arts Council’s Young 
Artist Award (2005). Cyril 

completed his doctoral degree in 
English literature at the National 
University of Singapore under a 

Research Scholarship in 2012, and 
edits the poetry journal, Softblow.

BE WARNED. 
MOTHERS SHOULD NOT read 
these stories to their children, even 
though they might contain a lonely 
elf, a talking moon, a butterfl y 
that wants to be a rabbit, or a boy 
who was born with a fl ower as an 
unfortunate appendage. Hovering 
within the realm of fables, myths 
and fairy tales, here are unlikely 
bedtime stories that are best read 
on a dark, stormy night, and at the 
risk of wounding the soul.

“[Cyril’s] work expands beyond simple 
sexuality… to embrace themes of love, 
alienation and human relationships of all 
kinds.” — TIME (Asia)

Wong takes fairytales and works them 
into a surreal lustre… the heart of these 
stories gestures to a time before fairytales 
were saccharine fantasies. Their magic 
springs from the fact that they incorpo-
rate—within realms crammed with elves 
and water spirits and weird metamor-
phoses — an unvarnished sense of life’s 
desolations…A vivid collection that will 
enchant and disturb. — The Age

Let Me Tell You Something About 
That Night by Cyril Wong (2012)

First published (2009)
Fiction, Short Stories

978-981-07-3387-2 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 140 pages

LET ME TELL YOU 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
THAT NIGHT
BY CYRIL WONG
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Life in Singapore is good, sometimes 
even – dare we say it?– absurd. In the 
Singapore Siu Dai Singapore Siu Dai seriesseries, Felix CheongFelix Cheong, 
with a little help from illustrator 
PMan, fi nds humour in the everyday. 
From our kiasu behaviour to weird 
geographical boundaries called GRCs 
and OB markers, no quirk is left 
unturned. 

These short stories, praised by 
Singapore’s top humorists for their 
brew of wit and snappy storytelling, 
will raise the so-called SG 
Conversation to a new, satirical pitch.

“Funny and identifi able…A man after 
my own mischievous heart.”
— Neil Humphreys

Singapore Siu Dai by Felix Cheong 
2014

Fiction, Short Stories, Humour
978-981-07-8858-2 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 132 pages

SINGAPORE SIU DAI 
BY FELIX CHEONG F
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GSingapore Siu Dai 2
by Felix Cheong 2014
Fiction, Short Stories, Humour
978-981-09-2549-9 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 145 pages

“Singapore Siu Dai is at once 
fascinating, piercing and laugh-out-loud 

hilarious. Felix’s weird and wonderful 
characters are begging for their own 

television series! This sweet read is a 
goldmine of wit and satire.” — Prem 

Anand, creator of popular Singaporean 
satirical show The Noose

“Funny. Irreverent. Touching. 
Refreshingly honest. Felix Cheong 
hits all the right spots. I could not stop 
reading from the word go, but had to 
stop to take a leak, I was laughing so 
much.” — Clement Mesenas, author Felix CheongFelix Cheong is the author of ten 

books, including four volumes of 
poetry. He has also edited a volume 
of essays and written two plays, one 
of which was commissioned for the 

Singapore Arts Festival in 2004. Felix 
has been invited to read at writers’ 

festivals all over the world, including 
Edinburgh, Austin, Sydney and 

Christchurch. His poems are widely 
anthologised and have been featured on 

TV, read on radio and staged. In 2000, 
he received the National Arts Council’s 
Young Artist of the Year for Literature 

Award and in 2010, he was named 
by Readers’ Digest as the 29th Most 

Trusted Singaporean. 

3,000 people go missing every year in 
Singapore. Why do they go missing? 
What do they leave behind?

Felix Cheong’s Felix Cheong’s Vanishing PointVanishing Point is the 
fi rst work of fi ction by a Singapore 
writer to be inspired by real-life cases 
of missing persons. These stories do 
not speculate where these people have 
gone to but are a creative leap-off to 
explore the theme of absences and 
obsessions; and disappearance, both 
physical and psychological. 

In the story, ‘In the Dark’, a man who 
is obsessive-compulsive about white, 
cleans his wife — literally — out of 
his life. In ‘Remember the Wormhole 
of 2030’, the prime minister of a small 
island nation abducts her ex-lover to 
prevent a scandal from exploding. In 
‘The 10th Floor’, a crooked accountant 
has to deal nightly with strangers 
coming to his fl at asking for a fl oor 
that doesn’t exist.

These are stories suffused with a sharp 
sense of the surreal and the satirical, 
compared by writers like Daren Shiau 
and Boey Kim Cheng to Japanese 
novelist Haruki Murakami. Weaving 
the lyrical cadences of his poetry with 
an intriguing study of characters, he 
peels our psyche open and offers a 
glimpse of our frailty. 

Vanishing Point by Felix Cheong
2012

Fiction, Short Stories
978-981-07-3386-5 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 156 pages
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• Longlisted for 
Frank O’Connor 
Award 2013 

VANISHING POINT
BY FELIX CHEONG

... Felix completed his Master of 
Philosophy in Creative Writing at the 
University of Queensland in 2002. He 
is currently an adjunct lecturer with 
Murdoch University, University of 
Newcastle, Temasek Polytechnic and 
LASALLE College of the Arts.



10 11

A mysterious woman visits a patient 
in the middle of the night; a mute girl 
smiles ‘thank you’ to a music shop 
assistant; the guilty revisit the scene 
of their crime; a soldier enters a room. 
Drawing inspiration from the music 
of 19th and 20th century Europe, 
this debut collection of stories is an 
experiment in language and form, 
seeking to capture loss and betrayal the 
way music would: aural experiences 
of nostalgia and heartache evoked 
through melody and harmony.

That Night By The Beach and 
Other Stories for a Film Score

by Phan Ming Yen (2012)
Fiction, Short Stories,

978-981-07-1578-6 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 156 pages

THAT NIGHT
BY THE BEACH
BY PHAN MING YEN

Phan Ming YenPhan Ming Yen was a research scholar 
at the National Institute of Education 

studying Western classical music 
practices in 19th and early 20th century 

Singapore. Phan is the author of a 
collection of short fi ction That Night That Night 

by the Beach and Other Stories for A by the Beach and Other Stories for A 
Film ScoreFilm Score (2012); researcher and writer 

of Touches: 10 Years of the Singapore 
Dance Theatre (1997) ; contributing 

writer of Narratives: Notes on a Cultural 
Journey: Cultural Medallion Winners 
1979 – 2001 (2002); and co-compiler 

of Edwin Thumboo: Bibliography 1952 – Edwin Thumboo: Bibliography 1952 – 
20082008 (2009).

A former journalist, magazine editor 
and arts manager, Phan is presently 

an Assistant Director (Academic) at 
the School of Technology for the Arts, 

Republic Polytechnic, Singapore. 

“The stories are a melodic delight. 
The whole idea is intriguing and Phan 
has  successfully intertwined the silent 
music in the writing—it all fl ows 
beautifully. The prose itself is sensitive 
and lyrical and insightful and full 
of charm. These are tales to be read 
quietly and in peaceful surroundings—
for they have a meditative quality to 
them—and Phan is to be congratulated 
for an original and beautifully written 
piece of work.” — Meira Chand, au-
thor of A Different Sky and A Choice 
of Evils
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Mei Ching TanMei Ching Tan writes novels, 
short stories, plays, and children’s 

books. She received the merit prize 
in the 1994 Singapore Literature 

Prize (SLP) for her book, Crossing Crossing 
DistanceDistance, and the commendation 
prize for SLP 1992, for her book 

Beyond the Village GateBeyond the Village Gate. She won 
fi rst prize for her play, Water 

Ghosts, in the NUS Shell Short Play 
Contest (1992) and fi rst prizes in the 

USA for her short stories. 

In 1997, she received the Young 
Artist Award for Literature from 

the National Arts Council of 
Singapore. With the grant she 

explored the Canadian wilderness, 
and emerging from it with her 

humour intact, wrote her travel 
narrative, Towards the Blue: Towards the Blue: 
Adventures of a City WimpAdventures of a City Wimp.  

A child’s afternoon of play, a teenager’s 
notion of pain, one’s understanding of 
freedom, another’s glimpse of mortality, 
a young woman’s encounter with her 
cultural roots, and the individual worlds 
of the young and old. 

They reveal the distances between 
people and within people. Sometimes 
all that people do, or try to do, is cross 
distance. 

Crossing DistanceCrossing Distance won a Merit Award in 
the Singapore Literature Prize (SLP) in 
1994 and a Commendation Award in the 
National Book Development Council of 
Singapore Book Awards in 1996. It was 
fi rst published in 1995.

Crossing Distance
by Mei Ching Tan (2012)

First  published (1995)
Fiction, Short Stories

978-981-07-3103-8 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 124 pages

• Winner of 
Merit Award 
Singapore 
Literature Prize 
1994

CROSSING DISTANCE
BY MEI CHING TANM
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Taxi Drivers you should never 
trust. An amnesiac who never had 
an identity to begin with. An issue 
from Bard’s Digest. A hitchhiker 
meets the Car Boot Strangler. 
A character who writes her own 
stories. A magician forsakes his 
oldest trick.

In Lim’s fi rst collection of short 
stories, an assortment of characters 
is assembled to challenge your 
faith in real world sensibilities. 
Absorbed in the storytelling, 
you are undecided as to whether 
you can retain your real world 
sensibilities, rationality and 
scepticism in fi ction-land. 
Skimming around edges of reality 
and fantasy, the stories seduce you, 
tempting you to let your guard 
down and abandon rationality. 
Boundaries between reality and 
fantasy become blurred and you 
fi nd yourself trapped in limbo.

A collection of 17 short stories 
fi lled with the stuff of myth, 
rumour and testament which will 
take you from gullibility through 
scepticism to belief.

Faith and Lies by Jeff rey Lim
1999

Fiction, Short Stories
981-04-1126-X (Paperback)

117mm x 210mm | 245 pages

FAITH AND LIES
BY JEFFREY LIM
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Singapore is his home but the world 
is his canvas. Jeffrey LimJeffrey Lim has always 
lived in more than one world, living 

in Singapore and other places, in 
the corporate world and imaginary 

landscapes. Though a lawyer by 
profession, he is a storyteller at heart. 

His fi rst two collections of short 
stories, Faith & LiesFaith & Lies (1999) and The The 

Coffi n That Wouldn’t BuryCoffi n That Wouldn’t Bury (2008), 
are speculative fi ction, ranging from 

stories of horror, to mythology, 
fantasy and parallel realities. He 

has published short stories in 
various anthologies — his stories 

‘Haze Day’ and ‘Understudies’ are 
featured in Telltale 11 StoriesTelltale 11 Stories (2010) 
— an anthology currently studied 

by O-level literature students in 
Singapore. He also teaches creative 

writing techniques to young writers.

Welcome to this collection of 20 
short stories where newscasters 
avoid starting debates, business 
travellers live for travel, 
permission is needed to be 
someone and characters walk 
off the plot while a purple haze 
envelopes Singapore and angels 
bide their time.

The Coff in That Wouldn’t Bury
by Jeff rey Lim

2008
Fiction, Short Stories

978-981-08-0925-6 (Paperback)
130mm x 195mm | 212 pages

THE COFFIN THAT 
WOULDN’T BURY 
AND OTHER STORIES
BY JEFFREY LIM
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“The X-Files comes to Singapore in 
Jeffrey Lim’s second collection of short 
stories, where he continues his assault 
on reality, blurring the distinction be-
tween insanity and imagination, reader 
and writer, character and narrator...” 
— Professor Ronald Klein, Depart-
ment of English Studies, Hiroshima 
Jogakuin University, Japan
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“When he wanted a cup of coffee, 
he just snapped his fi ngers, said 
‘coffee’ and his wife would bring 
it to him. I’m not saying that there 
is anything wrong with that... man 
rules and woman serves. But in 
my house, I bring my wife coffee.”

Women and the woman’s place in 
a predominantly male world—as 
if God’s creation of Eve was an 
afterthought—are the focus in 
this award-winning collection 
of 15 short stories by David LeoDavid Leo. 
Misunderstood wives, women 
trapped by marriage and women 
caught in affairs with married 
men often are not treated fairly. 
The writer also takes a dig at men 
who, in their relationships with 
women, exhibit a vulnerability 
not infrequently attributed to the 
so-called weaker sex: the insecure 
husband, the egocentric lover and 
the naive wife hunter.

One of the stories—“Picnic”—
subsequently featured in the 
award-winning TV series 
Singapore Short Story Project.

Wives, Lovers & Other Women
by David Leo (2012)

First published (1995)
Fiction, Short Stories

978-981-07-1113-9 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 192 pages

WIVES, LOVERS & 
OTHER WOMEN

BY JEFFREY LIM

• Winner of 
Singapore 
Literature Prize 
(Commendation 
Award 1995)
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David Leo David Leo has produced a wide 
repertoire of works that include 

poetry and prose. He was awarded 
the Publisher’s Prize for fi ction (Ah…Ah…

the Fragrance of Durians & Other the Fragrance of Durians & Other 
StoriesStories), National Book Development 

Council Singapore commendation 
(The Sins of the Fathers & Other The Sins of the Fathers & Other 

StoriesStories) and Singapore Literature 
Prize commendation (Wives, Lovers Wives, Lovers 

& Other Women& Other Women). A fourth collection 
of short stories (News At NineNews At Nine) is a 

recommended secondary school text. 
Several of his short stories have been 
adapted and staged in Mandarin and 

English by various theatre groups. Leo 
recently published his fourth collection 

of poetry — Ubin Dreaming (You’ve Ubin Dreaming (You’ve 
Been Dreaming)Been Dreaming) (2012).   

“...if you had done it alone, it might 
not have been that serious. But still, 
skinny-dipping is taboo in our society. 
For Christ’s sake, do it in the privacy 
of your bathroom if you want to expose 
yourself.”

Is there really an acceptable code of 
behaviour by which we judge others? 
In this collection of distinctively 
Singaporean short stories we meet 
people we know and think we 
understand, but do we really?

Ah... the Fragrance of Durians and Other Ah... the Fragrance of Durians and Other 
StoriesStories was fi rst published in 1993, and 
in that same year was awarded the 
Publishers Prize for fi ction.

The stories—fi lled with life’s many 
ironies—are told with remarkable 
credibility because they are about 
people whom we know too well or 
think we know in our very own real 
life experiences. Beneath the simplicity 
of the stories are the varied themes 
presented by the human psyche—
themes that tell of a suppressed 
consciousness that often we are 
reluctant to acknowledge, and one that 
compels us, sometimes frighteningly, 
to confront the true meaning of life.

Ah... The Fragrance of Durians
by David Leo (2012)

First published (1993)
Fiction, Short Stories

978-981-07-1025-5 (Paperback)
130mm x 200mm | 134 pages

AH... THE 
FRAGRANCE OF 
DURIANS
BY DAVID LEO

• Winner of 
Publisher’s 
Prize for Fiction 
1993
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“Sam could weave a story in every 
face that he saw passing through 

Changi Airport...” (Trick or Treat)

The same can be said of David LeoDavid Leo, 
his creator, who can spin a mean tale 

from daily observations or encounters 
with people. In News At NineNews At Nine, Leo 
fl eshes out the stories behind the 

simplifi ed reporting we watch each 
day over the television. By telling 

the stories of the Everyman, he 
unveils life’s tinges of grey and the 

similarities and differences between 
each of us. These tales will burrow 

deep into your psyche, swirl around 
your consciousness, demand for 

attention and thought, and in the end, 
redefi nte your experience of watching 

the news bulletin.

“I know it’s hard for my father to 
accept that his son had hopped into 
bed with his enemy, but he had to 
learn to leave the choice to me.”

The Sins of The Fathers & Other The Sins of The Fathers & Other 
StoriesStories contains prize-winning 
stories such as Bread Upon The 
Waters, Old Men’s Tales, and 
An Old Man Dying. Two other 
stories were rewritten: Orchard 
Road based on an award winning 
play and Kiku fl eshed out from a 
winning entry in the search for a 
Singapore/Japanese story jointly 
organised by the STPB and the 
Japanese Embassy. These and 
other stories in the collection 
deal with life’s many ironies, the 
inevitable confl ict between past 
and present, the thin line bettween 
reality and make-believe, matters 
of faith, the inescapable process of 
ageing and the hard facts of living 
and dying. Simple, but adroitly 
handled and provocative.

The Sins of The Fathers and Other 
Stories by David Leo

1993
Fiction, Short Stories

981-00-4663-4 (Paperback)
135mm x 190mm | 147 pages

THE SINS OF THE 
FATHERS

BY DAVID LEO

NEWS
AT
NINE
BY
DAVID LEO

News At Nine by David Leo
2003
Fiction, Short Stories
981-04-8482-8 (Paperback)
130mm x 203mm | 228 pages

• NBDC 
Commendation 

Award 1994
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Puteh has a new friend, Itam, 
a kitchen help adopted by her 

grandmother. The two children fi nd 
themselves in trouble when they get 

into a fi ght in the kitchen. Itam is 
punished for Puteh’s misdeed. Read 

about how Puteh redeems herself with 
her new friend by using the magic of 

her beaded slippers. 

A tale of friendship and loyalty, join 
Puteh and Itam on the fi rst of their 

kitchen exploits and discover a unique 
side of the Peranakans through their 

food heritage.

Puteh loses her amulet, a protective 
charm for health, in a fi ght with her 
best friend Itam. Without it, she feels 
unwell and has terrible nightmares. 
Read about the comical exploits of 
Itam and the amah, the family servant, 
when they try to help her. 

A story of friendship and loyalty, join 
the two children on a journey back 
in time to learn about two ancient 
Chinese traditions.

The Amulet by Adeline Foo
Illustrated by Lee Kowling

2008
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations

978-981-08-1327-7 (Paperback)
260mm x 265mm | 36 pages

THE AMULET
BY ADELINE FOO

Chilli  Padi

Adeline Foo 

Illustrations by

Lee Kowling

CHILLI PAD- final cover_161012.indd   1 16/10/2012   10:45:27

Chilli Padi by Adeline Foo
Illustrated by Lee Kowling
2008
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-08-1328-4 (Paperback)
260mm x 265mm | 36 pages

CHILLI PADI
BY ADELINE FOO

TITLE

AUTHOR / ILLUSTRATOR

ISBN

YEAR 
PRICE 
BOOK SIZE
PAGES 

 

  Two little girls fi nd 
themselves caught up in the middle of 

an uprising in ancient China, as the 
Chinese revolted against their Mongol 
rulers. Against a backdrop of mystical 

Chinese lanterns and monstrous 
Japanese kites, this story traces the 

origin of the Mid-Autumn Festival, 
weaving in the magic of mooncakes 

painted by one of Singapore’s pioneer 
artists, Georgette Chen. 

The story of Puteh, the little nonya, 
carries on in Georgette’s MooncakesGeorgette’s Mooncakes. 

Inspired by the idea of ‘magical 
realism’, this story is one where 

children can be transported into a 
different world. This is the fi rst book 

in a new series featuring the inspiring 
works of Singapore’s pioneer artists.

Georgette’s Mooncakes by Adeline Foo
Illustrated by Lee Kowling
English, 2009 | Chinese, 2010
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-08-4031-0 (English)
978-981-08-4544-5 (Chinese)
260mm x 265mm | 36 pages, Paperback

GEORGETTE’S 
MOONCAKES
BY ADELINE FOO

Adeline FooAdeline Foo is an accomplished 
Singaporean author with more than 
20 published children’s books under 

her belt, six of which are national 
bestsellers. The bestselling The Diary The Diary 
of Amos Leeof Amos Lee series is also published in 

India, Indonesia, China and the Slovak 
Republic. It has also been adapted for 
a ten-part TV series on a Singapore’s 

children’s channel, okto.  More recently, 
The Diary of Amos Lee: I’m 12, I’m Tough, 

I Tweet! has been adopted as a secondary 
school English textbook for 13-year-olds.

One of her picture books, Nu Nu,The Nu Nu,The 
Ring-Necked MonsterRing-Necked Monster, is being developed 

into a children’s play.

Adeline Foo completed her MFA studies 
at New York University’s Tisch School 
of the Arts on a Media Development of 

Authority scholarship.   
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Kai-Kai is afraid to sleep at night. He 
sees monsters from shadows dancing 

across his wall! A giant lizard, a 
tarantula, a python and a large fl ying 

insect! Now what Kai-Kai doesn’t know 
is that he has a secret protector in the 
night, a little princess who loves him 

very much. Be touched by the friendship 
between a boy and his princess as they 

battle to keep monsters at bay. 

Written by Adeline FooAdeline Foo, this book is 
from the ‘Monsters in the Mind’ series 

which features monsters’ as central 
characters. These monsters are products 

of imaginations in overdrive. Each 
story’s moral touches subtly on positive 
values such as love, kindness and trust.

Guai Wu looks different from other 
children. Because of this, they shun 
him and hurl unkind words at him. 
One day, Guai Wu meets a seamstress 
who took him into her house, and 
offered him food and shelter. Then, 
mysteriously, beautiful embroidered 
shoes started appearing in her home. 
Does Guai Wu have anything to do 
with them? And does he fi nally fi nd 
acceptance for who he is? 

Guai Wu, The Chinese ElfGuai Wu, The Chinese Elf is the latest 
book in the ‘Monsters in the Mind’ 
series. Set in China during the Qing 
Dynasty, the story offers a retelling of 
the classic Grimm Brothers’ fairytale, 
The Elves & The Shoemaker.

Guai Wu, The Chinese Elf by Adeline Foo
Illustrated by Christine Lim Simpson

2009
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations

978-981-08-2898-1 (Paperback)
250mm x 230mm | 36 pages

GUAI WU THE 
CHINESE ELF
BY ADELINE FOO

Monsters On The Wall by Adeline Foo
Illustrated by Joshua Chiang & Din 
2009
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-08-2196-8 (Paperback)
253mm x 230mm | 40 pages

MONSTERS ON
THE WALL

BY ADELINE FOO

Buster loves snacking just before 
bedtime. Take a peek under his bed and 
you’d fi nd crumbs, discarded wrappers 
and half-eaten bits of food. One night, 

Buster hears strange noises from under 
his bed! A stomach growling, fi ngers 

drumming, feet scratching and a tongue 
sloshing! Is there really a monster on the 

prowl for food? 

This book is part of the ‘Monsters in 
the Mind’ series. Written by Adeline Adeline 

FooFoo, this children’s book series features 
monsters’ as central characters. These 

monsters are revealed to be products of 
imaginations in overdrive. Each story’s 

moral touches on positive values such as 
love, kindness and trust.

Nu Nu runs into a tiger in the forest. 
Afraid that she might be eaten up by 
the hungry beast, she uses her wits to 
escape by enlisting the aid of a mighty 
ring-necked monster. This story, 
inspired by a Chinese idiom, features 
a heart-stopping encounter between a 
ferocious tiger and a spunky girl from 
the Padaung tribe of Myanmar. 

This book, the third in the ‘Monsters 
in the Mind’ series, is dedicated to 
both Adeline and Kowling’s mothers, 
who instilled a “never say die” spirit in 
them. Now, being mothers themselves, 
they wish to inspire their children and 
other young readers to be strong when 
facing problems in life.

Nu Nu, The Ring-Necked Monster
by Adeline Foo

Illustrated by Lee Kowling
2009

Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-082606-2 (Paperback)

253mm x 230mm | 36 pages

NU NU THE RING-
NECKED MONSTER
BY ADELINE FOO

The Thing Under My Bed by Adeline Foo
Illustrated by Christopher Martin
2009
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-08-2196-2 (Paperback)
253mm x 230mm | 36 pages

THE THING UNDER 
MY BED

BY ADELINE FOO
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Anupa RoyAnupa Roy began her career as a 
librarian in a University library in 

Bombay. After 10 years, she switched 
to a career in technical writing and 

training. The rest of the time she 
spends travelling and pottering 

around libraries, getting information 
for other serious stuff she writes, like 

architecture and history. Over the 
last few years, she has also turned to 

writing for children and teens. Her 
interests are mainly Nature-Man 

relationships, the environment and 
history. The Travels series is her 

fi rst in picture books.
Anupa has been living in Singapore 
for the last 10 years.  You’ll fi nd her 

on anuparoy.wordpress.com

Long, long ago, there was a little grass. 
Born in the marshes along a river, 
the wild grass began to travel with 
early humans. It crossed rivers and 
mountains and visited many lands. It 
grew wherever humans lived and had 
many adventures. It is loved by all – it 
is RICE!

This title has been customised 
with the Pen Pal Whizz, a reading 
device developed by JLB Educational 
Technology Pte Ltd. 

Travels of Little Rice Grass
by Anupa Roy

Illustrated by Cheng Puay Koon
2014

Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-09-0374-9 (Paperback)

240mm x 235mm | 24 pages

TRAVELS OF LITTLE 
RICE GRASS
BY ANUPA ROY

“This picture book is an excellent 
introduction into rice, a staple food for 
many across the world. The illustra-
tions are richly textured where palette 
and colour contrast are used effectively 
to represent the benevolence of nature 
versus human exploitation. ... Recom-
mended for the parent/teacher who 
wants to excite interest in children 
in terms of beginning the process of 
investigation into the food sources we 
use, often without thinking.” — Read-
ing Time, Children’s Book Council of 
Australia

Little Tea LeavesLittle Tea Leaves fi rst grew in the 
wild until they were discovered 
accidentally by humans. They added 
fl avour to plain boiling water!

Since then, they have travelled the 
world, becoming a hot favourite of 
kings and commoners. Different 
varieties are grown on all fi ve 
continents. The history of Tea is 
also very eventful, where even wars 
are fought over these wonderful 
little leaves.

Travels of Little Tea Leaves by Anupa Roy
Illustrated by Cheng Puay Koon

2015
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations

978-981-09-3860-4 (Paperback)
240mm x 235mm | 24 pages

TRAVELS OF LITTLE 
TEA LEAVES
BY ANUPA ROY

This is a set of three stories, where 
the author introduces the stories of 
rice, tea and silk in a lyrical way to 

children. The third will be published in 
2015/2016. Wonderfully illustrated by PK 

Cheng, the books serve as a wonderful 
introduction for young readers to the 

world of nature and adaption.



8 9Leana Lyn DorayLeana Lyn Doray is a trained 
educator, having obtained a double 

degree in Arts and Education at the 
University of Sydney. Serendipity 

led her to teach in the International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years 

Programme in Singapore for four 
years, where she discovered her love 

for reading to young children and 
providing a holistic education above 

and beyond basic academia.

The BLEAGH! series of books 
was borne from almost a decade 

of educating (and being educated 
by) curious young minds. Leana 

enjoys travelling, cooking, trips to 
the library and the thrill of new 

experiences.

It’s BLEAGH’s fi rst day at school. 
Like the other students in his class, 
BLEAGH is cheeky and fun but there’s 
one big difference between them… he’s 
a MONSTER! Will BLEAGH be able 
to learn important values and make 
new friends?

This title is a beautiful introduction 
to a series of six titles with full colour 
illustrations by LittlePinkPebble. The 
eBook version is supported by the 
Media Development Authority of 
Singapore.

BLEAGH! A Book About Values
by Leana Lyn Doray

Illustrated by LittlePinkPebble
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations

978-981-07-5639-0 (Paperback)
978-981-07-5640-6 (eBook)

240mm x 235mm | 32 pages | 2013
BLEAGH! A BOOK 
ABOUT VALUES
BY LEANA LYN DORAY

“... a good book to pick up to explain 
certain logic to the child. In addition, 
for children going to school, they would 
be able to identify [with] the fi rst-day 
jitters as well as the happenings in 
class.” — The Wacky Duo, Singapore 
Family Lifestyle Journal

• Compatible 
with the Pen 
Pal Whizz —a 
reading pen 
technology

BLEAGH & BLEEP adopt a puppy 
named BAXTER! Can they handle the 

responsibility of caring for a cheeky 
little pup? 

BLEAGH, BLEEP and BAXTER! A Third 
Book About Values by Leana Lyn Doray

Illustrated by LittlePinkPebble
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations

978-981-07-8038-8 (Paperback)
978-981-07-8039-5 (eBook)

240mm x 235mm | 32 pages | 2013

BLEAGH and BLEEP! A Second Book 
About Values by Leana Lyn Doray
Illustrated by LittlePinkPebble
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-07-7353-3 (Paperback)
978-981-07-7536-0 (eBook)
240mm x 235mm | 32 pages | 2013

BLEAGH and his baby sister BLEEP 
have a full day of homework, fun and 
exploring to do. Will they team up to 
become an unstoppable learning force?

BLEAGH and The Quest For 
Conservation by Leana Lyn Doray
Illustrated by LittlePinkPebble
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-07-9461-3 (Paperback)
240mm x 235mm | 32 pages | TBA

BLEAGH’s homework is to plant a 
seed, but has his teacher planted the 
seeds of conservation in his mind as 
well?
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SampanSampan (wooden boat) is Chua Hui Chua Hui 

Ying’sYing’s fi rst children’s book. It is her 
hope that Sampan, in its own small way, 

introduces nature to children and stirs 
up their imaginations as well, with the 

help of parents and teachers.

Chua Hui Ying has a Master of Arts 
and works in a brand consultancy. 

Where possible, she likes to connect 
with nature.  She has two turtles and 

loves to travel, eat and bake (in no 
particular order).

The author grew up in a house with 
a garden that had many tropical 
fruit trees. The garden was always 
alive with birds chirping in the day 
and crickets screeching at night. 
Her family even had the occasional 
abandoned domesticated rabbit that 
sought shelter among her mother’s 
bushes – a treat no doubt! 

After a rainy day, there was always a 
snail or two to fi nd and she loved to 
dig up earthworms. Nature brought 
much joy to her childhood.

Sampan by Chua Hui Ying 
Illustrated by Dawn Ang

2014
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations

978-981-07-9265-7 (Paperback)
240mm x 235mm | 16 pages

SAMPAN
BY CHUA HUI YING

“Sampan‘s twee, saccharine poems 
describe Singapore’s urban fl ora and 
fauna, and educational extension 
activities punctuate each page. Ang’s 
illustrations are striking. A beautiful 
two-page spread, illustrating Chua’s 
poem ‘River Rushing’, for example, 
uses bold color and unique perspective.  
Another spread, illustrating ‘Firefl ies’, 
is moody and evocative.” — Notabilia, 
creative interests blog

Chan Wai HanChan Wai Han, a grandmother of 
two, has been up to her sleeves with 

printing ink way back from school 
days. Though trained as a social 
worker, her career has revolved 
around printing, publishing and 

translation. She has collaborated 
with others to produce trilingual 

cartoon strips in English, Chinese 
and Malay. Writing poems, 

especially in Cantonese, her mother-
tongue, is her way to forging ties 
with friends. Singing Cantonese 

opera songs too.

Grandma enjoyed many happy 
moments at the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens when she was young. One 
day she brings Micah there for a visit 
and together they make new memories. 
Traipse along with Grandma and 
Micah through a serene world of green 
as they linger amongst the swans, trees 
and their own thoughts.

Micah and Grandma at the Singapore 
Botanic Gardens by Chan Wai Han

Illustrated by Cheng Puay Koon
2014

Children’s Fiction with Illustrations
978-981-09-1841-5 (Paperback)

240mm x 235mm | 28 pages

MICAH AND 
GRANDMA AT THE 
SINGAPORE BOTANIC 
GARDENS
BY CHAN WAI HAN

“Lush with organic and variegated il-
lustrations, the book elucidates the con-
founding world of a child, while toying 
with an adult’s childlike fascination for 
fl ora and fauna. ... the illustrations are 
both beguiling and intriguing, especial-
ly the way the animals are portrayed. 
Predominantly revolving around the 
theme of familial love, the book should 
be a good companion for parents read-
ing to children.” — NPTribune, online 
book review journal
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Vix Henniker’sVix Henniker’s love of theatre and 
writing is combined in The Thirtsy The Thirtsy 

Worsty Goo-BooWorsty Goo-Boo. Each illustration is 
a set where the reader’s imagination 

has the space to run free. The title of 
the book came fi rst, in the form of a 

nickname given to her daughter when 
she was a baby, a nickname so cool it 

deserved its own story!

After nearly a decade of working in 
media, Vix is now a freelance writer 

working for a popular women’s 
magazine and various online 

platforms. This is her fi rst book in the 
Thirsty Worsty Goo-Boo seriesThirsty Worsty Goo-Boo series. She 
is also about to fi nish her fi rst novel.

Who has a hat that is actually a cup 
and saucer?

Who has a silver cane that is a 
teaspoon? Who loves brogues? The 
Goo-Boo!

Why is his face a frown? What is he 
searching for?

The Goo-Boo is a fearsome looking 
creature. But at the heart of the tale is 
the old adage “don’t judge a book by 
its cover”, his heart is that of a true 
gentleman. Join the Goo-Boo and fi nd 
out if his revolting quest is successful.

The Thirsty Worsty Goo-Boo
by Vix Henniker

2014
Children’s Fiction with Illustrations

978-981-09-3559-7 (Paperback)
255mm x 180mm | 32 pages

THE THIRSTY 
WORSTY GOO-BOO
BY VIX HENNIKER

“This edition of Margaret Leong’s poetry 
aims at issuing a selection of poems to 
delight and to instruct—as all art must 
do—chiefl y children from the ages of six 
to ten, and also readers of all ages who 
enjoy the pleasures of formal verse and 
the images of a Singapore island from a 
past that is still visible in its landscapes, 
fl ora, fauna, and multicultural vibran-
cy.… I was delighted to fi nd poems that 
pictured the Singapore-Malayan world I 
lived in, in which the words that threaded 
the verses actually referenced the every-
day objects and mirrored the everyday 
actions of my life.” 
– Shirley Geok-lin Lim, University of 
California, Santa Barbara

“Leong’s poetry encourages readers to 
explore a myriad of emotions. She focuses 
on the everyday and the mundane, ele-
vating such scenes and experiences into 
the realm of the poetic by effectively cap-
turing a range of shifting nuanced moods 
from the plaintive to the wondrous.”
 – Angelia Poon, National Institute of 
Education, Singapore

The Ice Ball Man and Other Poems
by Margaret Leong

edited by Shirley Geok-Lin Lim
and Angelia Poon

Poetry for Children
978-981-08-8884-8 (Hardback)

120mm x 200mm | 112 pages | 2011

THE ICE BALL MAN 
AND OTHER POEMS
BY MARGARET LEONG 

Margaret McDanielsMargaret McDaniels, an American, fell 
in love with a Chinese from Penang 

before the Second World War. After 
graduating at age 20, she married David 

Leong in New York in 1941 and they 
moved to Singapore in 1949. In her 14-
year sojourn here, she was encouraged 

by her husband to write and publish 
her work. Written mainly in the 1950s, 

Margaret Leong’s sharply observant, 
lyrical poems address the natural and 

social world of Singapore-Malaya. The 
poems collected in The Ice Ball Man and The Ice Ball Man and 

Other PoemsOther Poems are from her previously 
well-loved published works that have 

gone out of print.
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Ariana, an eight-year-old schoolgirl, 
discovers one morning that her 
magical voice has the power to change 
the weather. She is subsequently 
forbidden by the authorities from using 
her supernatural powers to alter the 
climate, but she is not prevented from 
simply singing. Ariana, however, has 
to face criticism and opposition from 
certain circles as she tries to build her 
career as one of the world’s youngest 
and most intriguing sopranos.

At once heart-rending and amusing, 
The girl who made it snow in SingaporeThe girl who made it snow in Singapore 
is a delightful allegorical tale of 
personal, social and cultural change for 
all readers, young and old, especially 
those interested in education and the 
nurturing of talent.

The Girl Who Made It Snow In Singapore
by Masturah Alatas

2008
Young Adult Fiction, Novella

978-981-05-9020-8 (Paperback)
157mm x 200mm | 64 pages 

THE GIRL WHO 
MADE IT SNOW IN 
SINGAPORE
BY MASTURAH ALATAS 

Masturah AlatasMasturah Alatas was born and raised 
in Singapore, and has been living in 
Italy since 1992. She teaches English 

at the University of Macerata and is a 
Cambridge examiner for

First Certifi cate.

Masturah has published in Quarterly 
Literary Review Singapore and is 

one of the twelve writers included 
in the Living Rights anthology (Flame 
Books, 2004). She has also published 
fi ction in Italian to critical acclaim. 

Her most recent story, which is 
about how breastfeeding is viewed 

in different cultures, was presented 
at the Turin International Book Fair 

2006 in the Lingua Madre section.

Rosemarie SomaiahRosemarie Somaiah runs Asian 
Storytelling Network and works 

with all forms of story. Published 
locally and internationally, she writes 

and performs for all ages including 
toddlers, teenagers and adults. Her 

books include The Never Mind Girl and The Never Mind Girl and 
other storiesother stories by Ethos Books and Indian Indian 

Children’s Favourite StoriesChildren’s Favourite Stories by Tuttle 
Publishing. Her poems and short 

stories for adults have been published 
by Math Paper Press in Ceriph,Vol 2, 
Coast: A Mono-Titular Anthology and 

Balik Kampung.

Anna is worried. She and her family 
are different and out of sync with the 
world out there. Should she try to fi t 
in with everybody else or trust her 
own instinct and judgement? What if 
she is wrong and life gets really messy 
in an already confusing world? Could 
she live with the consequences?

The Never Mind Girl and other stories The Never Mind Girl and other stories 
by Rosemarie SomaiahRosemarie Somaiah is a collection 
of short stories which have their 
foundation in real-life situations 
from secondary schools in Singapore. 
Self esteem, peer pressure, loyalty to 
friends, the meaning of education, 
following rules and more... Rosemarie 
explores the struggles of young people 
trying to seek a meaningful life in 
society today.

The Never Mind Girl and Other Stories
by Rosemarie Somaiah

2012
Young Adult Fiction, Novel

Ages 8 and above 
978-981-07-3388-9 (Paperback)

130mm x 200mm | 104 pages

THE NEVER MIND 
GIRL AND OTHER 
STORIES
BY ROSEMARIE SOMAIAH
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Cheng Puay KoonCheng Puay Koon picked up a brush and painted faces and costumes from 
Chinese opera when she was 10. Today, she is one of Singapore’s much sought-
after illustrators. Years of training in various newsrooms make the mother of two 
adept at working amidst the constant mayhem created by her little girls.

ABOUT THE 
ILLUSTRATORS

Christopher MartinChristopher Martin is Creative Director for Splatter, an Australian owned 
art-studio business. He has exhibited work in Singapore, Malaysia, USA and 
Australia, and has won major Australian Export Awards for his beautiful 
artwork. He holds Diplomas in Cartooning and Illustration, and Applied Science, 
and the stylistic backbone of his artwork is borne of his continuing love, since 
childhood, of popular culture.

A designer by training, Lee KowlingLee Kowling is much sought after for her watercolour 
illustrations for children’s books. Herself a mother of two young kids, she has 
worked on more than 20 children’s books. In 2007, Kowling collaborated with 
Katrina Griffi ths for The Wombat Stole My Shoe; it was later selected for the 
Australian Booksellers Association’s children’s reading guide. She has illustrated 
Adeline Foo’s Peranakan series which includes The Beaded Slippers, The Kitchen The Beaded Slippers, The Kitchen 
God, Chilli Padi God, Chilli Padi andand The Amulet. The Amulet.

LittlePinkPebbleLittlePinkPebble is a self-taught artist whose passion for drawing has led her to 
illustrate more than 30 children’s picture books over the past three years. Her 
artwork has been featured in various Singaporean exhibitions including the 
Kaleidoscope Digital Art Showcase and Noise Festival Showcase.

Joshua ChiangJoshua Chiang is a self-taught illustrator-scriptwriter-director and also the 
founder of Cerealbox Studios. His love of visual storytelling began in early 
childhood with a regular diet of Hollywood fi lms, Hong Kong TV dramas, 
superhero comics, and ‘lian huan hua’ – illustrated booklets depicting Chinese 
folklore and mythology.

Christine Lim SimpsonChristine Lim Simpson has always dreamt to be in publishing. She has illustrated 
six big books for educators and pre-schoolers in developing countries since, and 
has continued to create pictures for children’s books. Christine hopes that every 
child will harness the power of his or her dream and reach for the stars.

DinDin is a Fine Arts graduate who works as a full-time freelance illustrator, 
designer and digital painter. Din’s previous publications deal mostly in comics for 
older audiences, and this is his fi rst attempt at a children’s book.


