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Theatre can change only theatre; it cannot change society. 
But if you change the theatre, you change a small but very 
important part of the society. [...] When you change theatre, 
you change for its audience a certain way of seeing, a  
change in perception, a special kind of perceptivity.
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Preface 9

This pioneering study provides an essential guide to the 
formative years of Drama Box, a leading Chinese-language 
theatre company in Singapore. How Wee Ng presents a 
compelling narrative of how Drama Box has emerged as a 
prominent force in the field of theatre for social intervention, 
effectively amplifying the voices of marginalised communities 
and establishing itself as a foremost advocate of cutting-
edge, socially oriented artistic practice. Ng’s in-depth analysis 
of Drama Box’s most influential works during this pivotal 
period, and his meticulous examination of the social, political, 
and economic contexts of their productions, illuminate 
the remarkable balance the company has achieved in its 
engagement with government policy, censorship, and financial 
imperatives, while fiercely defending its artistic autonomy. As 
well as unveiling the remarkable history of Drama Box, the 
book offers readers a unique lens through which to understand 
the complex relationship between the arts and state authority, 
and the broader socio-cultural and political landscape of 
contemporary Singapore. 

Professor Rossella Ferrari
University of Vienna, Austria; author of Transnational Chinese Theatres: 
Intercultural Performance Networks in East Asia and Pop Goes The Avant-Garde: 
Experimental Theatre
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Figure 1: Drama Box and the Social Theatre of Singapore: 
Cultural Intervention and Artistic Autonomy Book Cover
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PREFACE

Is Theatre Enough? 
Rethinking Sustainability and ‘Call and 
Response’ in Drama Box’s Practice 
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Ɛ For a 7iscussion o= 	rama �o�’s 7ocumentation
rracticesķ incѴu7in] the rerresentation o= history
in its rro7uctions an7 the ru0Ѵication o= rѴay
an t ho lo g i es,  see T eo  E n g  H o w  ( 2 0 2 2 ) .   

2 T o  v i ew  an o n li n e v i de o  o f t h e la u n ch ,  s ee D ram a 
B o x  (2 0 2 3 a).

3 F o r a di s cu s s i o n  o f h o w  D ram a B o x  h as  j u g g le d 
community theatre an7 mainstream theatreķ see my
chap t er “ M ai nst ream , ”  i n  Drama Box: 30 Keywords
(N g  H o w  W ee 2 0 2 2 ).

4 D ram a B o x ’ s m i ssi o n  s t at em en t  i n  2 0 0 3  i n clu de d 
“ o p en[i ng ] u p  s en ses t o  p rev en t  o n e fro m  be i n g  t o o  
dea f t o  li st en,  t o o  m u t e t o  s p eak,  an d t o o  bl i n d t o  
seeķĿ �hich �as iѴѴustrative o= a reѴativeѴy 7i7actic
stance that rresurrose7 the theatre rractitioner
�as more sociaѴѴy conscious than an7 inteѴѴectuaѴѴy
su p eri o r t o  t he au di en ce.  F o r a di s cu s s i o n  o f t h i s  
m i ssi o n,  see Chap t er 6  o f t h i s  bo o k.

Ɣ �t is �orth notin] that 	rama �o�’s esta0Ѵishment
o= an e7ucation armķ �e�e�asķ in ƑƏƏƓ rromote7
theatreŊinŊe7ucation in schooѴsķ �hich not onѴy
contri0ute7 to the comrany’s incomeķ 0ut aѴso
resuѴte7 in many �e�e�as rarticirants 0ecomin]
au di enc e m em be rs  fo r i t s  s h o w s .  D ram a B o x  al s o  
Ѵaunche7 A!Tivate in ƑƏƏƕ to nurture youn]
theatre rractitionersķ some o= �hom Ѵater foine7
the comrany =uѴѴŊtimeĺ �oth initiatives shouѴ7 0e
vie�e7 as inte]raѴ to 	rama �o�’s sustaina0iѴity
st rat eg i es . F o r a di sc u s s i o n  o f A R T i v at e,  s ee Y eo  
M i n H u i  (2 0 2 2 ).

ѵ For a 7etaiѴe7 chronoѴo]y o= the comrany’s
miѴestones =rom ƐƖƖƏ to ƑƏƑƏķ see Tay �ia +in] an7
K ha w  H an Chu ng  (2 0 2 2 ).

7 F o r a di s cu s s i o n  o f t h e t ran s la t o r as  au t h o r,  s ee 
Anthony �ym ŐƑƏƐƐőĺ

Ѷ "ee �ationaѴ Arts CounciѴ ŐƑƏƑƒőĺ

9 When cloud catches coloursķ sta]e7 in �ayƑƏƑƒķ is an
e�amrѴe o= 	rama �o�’s recent a�emrts to en]a]e
�ith the Ѵin]erin] trauma an7 7iscrimination =ace7
0y tueers a[er homose�uaѴity �as 7ecriminaѴise7ĺ

1 0  At the time o= �ritin]ķ the rrorose7 chan]es
o= the )omen’s Charter ŐFamiѴy (ioѴence an7
�ther �a�erső Amen7ment �iѴѴ �ere stiѴѴ un7er
consi7erationĺ "ee The Straits Times  ( 2 0 2 3 ) .

1 1 S ee D ram a B o x  ( 2 0 2 3 b ) .
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Kok Heng Leun
Artist and Founder of Drama Box
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�!�FAC�Ĺ
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‘CaѴѴ an7 !esronse’ in 	rama �o�’s �racticeĿ
0y �] �o� )ee

F O R E W O R D
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