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FICTION

FICTION

.1
Minutes after birth you held my head to 
your lips and whispered, “Difficulties are 
fires.” It came unbidden, unplanned. Your 
mother’s voice speaking through you. Ma 
would have been horrified. She would 
have accused you of being irresponsible. 
Failing in your first duty to me as a father. 
You never told anyone that you had 
whispered your mother’s words to me 
before the Azan except me. You couldn’t 
wait to tell me.

In the early seventies, a father defies 
the two-child policy in Singapore and 
insists on a third. He wants a second 
son to help protect his frail daughter 
Sarah. When yet another daughter is 
born, he breaks an even older tradition 
– the Azan, the Muslim call to prayer – 
by whispering a personal mantra into 
the ears of his new-born daughter, Sal. 
As she grows up, she hears her father 
repeat these words.

Twenty-five years later, Sal loses her 
way as she struggles against the tide of 
pragmatism that surrounds her. As her 
family try desperately to look for her by 
sifting through their own memories of 
their lives together, Sal reaches out to 
her dead father and attempts to fight the 
fires within her.

Title:  First Fires
ISBN:   978-981-09-5061-3
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:  192
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

Jinat
rehana
begum.

Jinat Rehana Begum has taught Literature 
and English in primary, secondary and 

tertiary institutions in Singapore. Jinat studied 
early nineteenth-century novel reception 
for her doctorate at the University of York 

and retains a fascination for the many ways 
readers shape writers. She began scribbling 

poetry on the back of used envelopes as 
a teenager and started to experiment with 
prose when she bought her first computer. 

First Fires is her first novel. Inspired by 
“Neighbourhood”, a single by British indie 

rock band Space, her next project is a 
collection of stories about the residents of a 

high-rise apartment in Singapore.

the Author

Yeo Wei Wei was born in Singapore. 
She read English at the University of 

York before she completed her PhD at 
University of Cambridge in 2000. Her 

short stories have appeared in journals 
and anthologies. Her other publications 

include essays on art and literature, a 
children’s picture book, translations of 

Chinese poetry.

These Foolish Things & Other Stories is 
her first collection of short stories. She is 

currently working on a novel. 

the Author

Yeo
wei wei.

.2
In Yeo Wei Wei’s debut collection 
of stories, secret hopes, desires, 
and regrets are revealed through 
obsessions and events that collide 
and merge with everyday life. A 
wife returns home to find that her 
husband has remarried… An old 
woman in a nursing home is visited 
by a mynah that sings a Beatles 
song… An artist remembers 
the time he was harangued by 
rambutans, mangoes and other 
fruits in his studio….

In crystalline prose suffused with a 
dark sense of humour, these stories 
offer glimpses of inner worlds that 
are sharp, strange, and haunting.

Title:  These Foolish Things
  & Other Stories
ISBN:  978-981 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   148
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

“No word is out of place in Yeo Wei 
Wei’s exacting prose. The reader’s 
expectations and positions of empathy 

are put to the test in ways that both delight 
and shatter the heart.

  — Cyril Wong, Singapore Literature 
Prize-winning author of Tilting Our Plates to Catch 

the Light and The Dictator’s Eyebrow 

”

“... Her stories are intelligent, haunting, 
carefully composed yet deeply felt.

  — Clarissa Oon, arts editor, 
The Straits Times

”
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.3
One ancient land. Four writers. Guilt, 
ruins, loss, fear of change, and 
forgiveness.

Enter a labyrinth of stories prompted 
by shared experiences, shaped 
by different themes, provocations, 
inspirations, and styles.

Yong Shu Hoong starts this creative 
relay-race in Angkor Wat, where 
a fleeting encounter between two 
strangers creates a bind, entangling 
diverging lives that oscillate between 
Cambodia and Singapore.

Heng Siok Tian’s sequence of 
stories unsettles the perceived 
boundaries of historical facts, 
subjective perceptions, subconscious 
imagination, and dreams. 

Retribution, rebirth, relics... noir fiction 
with Phan Ming Yen’s brand of slow 
burning domestic horror will reel you 
into a different realm. 

Yeow Kai Chai’s imaginarium 
walks you on the wild side – along 
with tourists, macaques and other 
enigmatic beings – unveiling 
psychological insights and laying bare 
the rituals of human behaviour.

Title:  The Adopted: 
  Stories from Angkor
ISBN:  978-981-09-4458-2 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   176
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

Yeow Kai Chai has two poetry 
collections, Secret Manta (2001), 
which was adapted from an entry 
shortlisted for the 1995 Singapore 
Literature Prize; and Pretend I’m 
Not Here (2006). His poems have 
appeared in publications such as the 
US-based W.W. Norton anthology, 
Language for a New Century (2008), 
and France’s La Traductiere (2012), 
while his short stories are featured in 
Balik Kampung (2012) and Twenty-
Four Flavours (2013). He also edits 
creative prose for Quarterly Literary 
Review Singapore. His third poetry 
collection, One to the Dark Tower 
Comes, is forthcoming.

the Authors

yeow
kai chai.

Phan Ming Yen is the author of a 
collection of short fiction, That Night by 
the Beach and Other Stories for A Film 
Score (2012). His writing has appeared 
in Quarterly Literary Review Singapore, 
The Epigram Books Collection of 
Best New Singaporean Short Stories: 
Volume One (2013) and Kulit: Asian 
Literature for the Language Classroom 
(2013). He was also a contributor 
to the recently published Singapore 
Soundscape: Musical Renaissance 
of a Global City (2014). Phan is at 
present CEO-designate of Global 
Cultural Alliance, a not-for profit cultural 
diplomacy agency.

phan
ming yen.

Heng Siok Tian has published five 
collections of poetry: Crossing 
the Chopsticks and Other Poems 
(1993), My City, My Canvas (1999), 
Contouring (2004), Is My Body a Myth 
(2011) and Mixing Tongues (2011). 
Her poems have been anthologised 
in publications such as Journeys: 
Words, Home and Nation, No Other 
City: An Anthology of Urban Poetry 
and Moving Worlds. She also wrote 
short stories and short plays. She was 
a Fellow with the Iowa International 
Writing Program in 2000 (on a 
National Arts Council Fellowship). 

heng
siok tian.

Yong Shu Hoong has published five 
poetry collections including Frottage 
(2005) and The Viewing Party (2013), 
which won the Singapore Literature 
Prize in 2006 and 2014 respectively. 
His poems have been included 
in literary journals like Quarterly 
Literary Review Singapore and Asia 
Literary Review, and anthologies 
like Language for a New Century 
(W.W. Norton, 2008). He edited the 
anthology, Passages: Stories of 
Unspoken Journeys (2013). He works 
as a freelance writer for publications 
like Esquire Singapore, and teaches 
part-time in Nanyang Technological 
University and Republic Polytechnic.

yong
shu hoong.

from left: Yeow Kai Chai, 
Heng Siok Tian, Phan Ming Yen & 

Yong Shu Hoong
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.4
Lin Yang’s debut novel is the 
pensive, soul-searching journey of 
protagonist Fan as she unshackles 
the past of two generations of 
women to find reconciliation and 
strength. 

When Fan, the restless and loveless 
young woman, receives the news 
of her Grandmother’s death, she is 
forced to return to her home village 
and confront her family’s past and 
her childhood. 

Unfolding against the contrasting 
landscapes of socialist China and 
urban Singapore, the story draws 
interesting analogies between family 
and water for their nurturing and 
destructive powers. 

Title:  A Family Portrait
ISBN:   978-981-09-6490-0
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:  180
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

Lin
yang.

Lin Yang grew up in China and has lived 
in Australia, Sweden and Mexico. She 

now makes Singapore her home.

Her novel, A Family Portrait was written 
with the help of the Arts Creation 

Grant from the National Arts Council 
of Singapore. An avid traveler, Yang 

also writes travelogues, some of which 
appear in Lian He Zao Bao, the national 

Chinese daily in Singapore.

the Author

“... communicated in a prose simultaneously 
spare and rich, often poetic, cleverly 
patterned, surprising. This impressive debut 

explores, while satisfyingly problematizing, 
notions of tradition, home, family, women and 
sexuality in China and Singapore.

”— Dr Angus Richard Whitehead, Assistant 
Professor of English Language and Literature, NIE

Noelle Q. de Jesus has an MFA in Creative 
Writing from Bowling Green State University in 
Ohio and a BA in Interdisciplinary Studies from 
Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines. 

She was a fellow at the Writer’s Workshop of 
the University of the Philippines, and has won 

a Palanca Award. She conceptualized and 
edited Fast Food Fiction Short Short Stories to 

Go (Anvil Publishing, 2003) and with Mookie 
Katigbak Lacuesta, jointly edited Fast Food 

Fiction Delivery (Anvil Publishing 2015). She 
published a chicklit novel, Mrs MisMarriage 

(Marshall Cavendish International, 2008) under 
her married name, Noelle Chua, as well as a 
children’s book, The Summer Day of Nothing 

But Everything for the charity organization, 
Gawad Kalinga Singapore, which builds homes 

and lives for the impoverished in the Philippines. 
Her stories have seen print in literary journals 
in the region and in the US, including Puerto 
del Sol and Feminist Studies. She is at work 

on a new collection of short stories as well as 
a novel. Wife to Nathaniel Chua and mother to 

Katharine and Carlos, she has lived and worked 
in Singapore since 2000. 

the Author

Noelle Q
de jesus.

.5
Noelle Q. de Jesus’ collection of 
short stories is a striking debut 
of cultural exchanges and foreign 
tongues, of discovering sexuality 
and love and loss.

Title:  Blood Collected Stories
ISBN:  978-981-09-6488-7 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm
Extent:   280
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

“…a luscious sense of place and a 
compelling narrative voice that makes 
you want to read straight through to 

the end. De Jesus is a writer of poignancy 

and grace.

 — Anne Panning, 
author of Super America”

“…By turns, her voice will recall the 
graceful confidence of Maugham, the 
seedy but undeniable arch morality of 

Greene, the disorientations of Faulkner and 
the matter of fact elegance of Mansfield. 
Read and reread these psychologically 
realistic tale-like inventions with their 
playfully stabbing endings.

 — Michael Carroll, Author of Little 
Reef and Other Stories, Lambda Literary Award 

Winner 2015

”

“... In these many encounters, you 
will find yourself mesmerized by her 
beautiful voice, and always wanting 

to close the tender distance. 

 — Angelo R Lacuesta, 
Author of Flames and Other Stories”
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Josephine
Chia.

Josephine Chia is a Peranakan author 
and is published internationally in both 
fiction and non-fiction. She was born 
in Kampong Potong Pasir in colonial 
Singapore. Her first short stories were 
published in SINGA, a Singapore 
literary journal published in the 1980s 
and 1990s.

She immigrated to England in 1985. 
In 1992, she became one of twelve 
winners of the Ian St. James Awards 
for short fiction, the first Singaporean to 
win the award. Her story “Tropical Fever” 
was published together with the other 
authors in an anthology, Blood, Sweat 
And Tears, published by Fontana, an 
imprint of Harper Collins. Since then, 
she has also been published by other 
UK publishers as well as Malaysian and 
Singapore publishers and has won other 
awards and prizes. She has returned 
home to live since 2012.

Ethos Books brought out a new edition 
of her first novel, My Mother-In-Law’s 
Son, in 2013. Serambi Indonesia 
translated her first memoir, Frog Under 
a Coconut Shell into Bahasa Indonesia 
with the title, Katak Dalam Tempurung. 

Her second memoir about her village, 
Kampong Spirit, Gotong Royong: Life 
in Potong Pasir 1955 to 1965, won the 
Singapore Literature Prize for Non-
Fiction in 2014. It has been scheduled 
for translation into Malay by Pustaka 
Nasional.

Josephine has run Creative Writing 
workshops for the National Book 
Development Council, National Library 
Board and the Ministry of Education’s 
Creative Arts Programme. Josephine 
also has a UK Trinity TESOL Certificate 
from Cambridge which qualifies her to 
teach English as a second language. 

Josephine was Writer-In-Residence at 
Gardens by the Bay in 2014. She has 
participated in several Literary Festivals 
and Book Fairs around the world. She 
is a member of UK’s Society of Authors 
UK’s Society of Women Writers and 
Journalists.

.6
What can we recover after a life 
passes on? A novel about love, 
forgetting and remembering. Pansy 
Lim, a Peranakan girl, was brought 
up in a seaside village in colonial 
Singapore in the 1940s. She inherits 
her mother’s love for flowers, nature, 
the sea, and their healing qualities. 
Educated by English nuns, she 
learns and grows to love English, 
literature and poetry. We see her 
at the start of the novel, aged, 
forgetful, and desperately clinging to 
memories of her recently deceased 
husband. Through her recollections, 
she remembers George Chan, the 
village life that they shared, and 
the communal past left behind by a 
nation always on the move.

Title:  When a Flower Dies
ISBN:   978-981-09-6314-9
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:  292
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

“... Combining beautifully history with 
memory, strong reality with desired fantasy, 
[Josephine] has woven a poetical tapestry 

that proves engaging, even alluring ...

”— Dr Kirpal Singh, author of Thinking Hats & 
Coloured Turbans and Director, Wee Kim Wee 
Centre, Singapore Management University 

“When I pick up one of Josephine 
Chia’s books on Singapore’s past, 
I always know that I’m in for a treat.  

Josephine brings her readers back to the 
Singapore of the 1950s and 60s that she 
grew up in and, in her simple, accessible 
prose she realistically evokes its sights and 
sounds and smells.  In doing so, she helps 
us to re-live and re-imagine those days 
and, in singing her song, she helps us to 
sing ours.

”— Angeline Yap, poet and author of 
Closing My Eyes to Listen
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Title:  My Mother-In-Law’s Son
ISBN:   978-981-07-7998-6
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:  468
Published: 1994 (1st published) 
  2013 (new edition) 
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

.7
My Mother-In-Law’s Son centres 
round a Peranakan woman, Swee 
Gek, who is in an abusive marriage 
but is constrained by the limitations 
of women in her time to take positive 
action.

Her marriage is further strained by 
Choy Yan, the eponymous Mother-
In-Law of the title whose values are 
archaic and patriarchal. Taking place 
in a 1949 -1950 Singapore that is 
just recovering from the onslaught 
of the Japanese War, Swee Gek’s 
Chinese husband, Wong Kum 
Chong, is inadvertently drawn into 
participating in Communist activity 
against the Colonial Government by 
a communist agitator, Teng Xin Nan. 

Narrated from the perspectives of 
different characters, My Mother-In-
Law’s Son is a revealing story of a 
Singapore and her people struggling 
to find their feet in the aftermath 
of a war. It also shows how people 
going through difficult circumstances 
can be susceptible to revolutionary 
ideas. Through Swee Gek’s personal 
fight against her oppressors, this 
novel also explores the meaning 
of love: of whether love can be 
unconditional or that it is always 
accompanied by possessiveness.

“Josephine Chia has done it 
again; My Mother-in-Law’s son 
whisks you back to a crossroads 

in Singapore’s past when political 
identities were still being forged and 
a woman’s role was still to be wife and 
mother. Swee Gek is both gentle and 
fiercely loyal, and her intelligence cries 
out for more than tradition allows. But 
Singapore is changing...

 — Sharon Couteau, English Trainer 
and Interpreter, France”

Josephine
chia.

the Author

the Author

.8
A coming-of-age story set in 1950s 

Singapore, written with photorealistic 
clarity. Skinny and his friends grow 

up in a self-sufficient kampong along 
an unnamed road. Reading about 
their lives, a distinctive character 

of their long-gone childhood and of 
Singapore emerges—raw from a 

recently concluded war, alive with 
student riots and social movements.

 

Among the themes explored by the 
narrator is one of change, such as 

the transition from rural to urban 
living and the role of women in a 

developing society, as if inevitably 
the road must lead to it. Stories of 

love, death and forgiveness line the 
unnamed road at the heart of life in 

the kampong.

Title:  Cherry Days
ISBN:  978-981-09-6487-0
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm
Extent:  252
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

david
leo.“There is an elegiac quality to Skinny’s 

story about his long-gone childhood in 
the kampong, even as the book explores 

parallel developments in history, especially the 
changing role of women. 

— Shoba Viswanathan” “This is a local book that should be of 
interest to Westerners because it’s such a 
well told story. This is really one of the first 

works I’ve read that didn’t have an assumption 
that Singapore’s history is of interest to the 
rest of the world. This book simply had an 
unassuming way of speaking about childhood 
while navigating through an interesting 
period in time. The writer had such wonderful 
discipline at keeping perspective and wrestling 
the story down to size, at delivering a really 
well-shaped tale that has a lot of universal 
resonance and local affection. David Leo had a 
really deft hand.

— Franz Lebowitz”
““The unassuming, deceptively simple 

prose of Cherry Days belies its big-hearted, 
emotional core, from which the characters 

are vividly, lovingly and empathetically drawn... 
Cherry Days is a treasure trove of precious 
memories and epitomes of neighbourly love.

— William Phuan, managing director of The Select 
Centre

”

“The straightforward prose imparts with 
affection defining moments and memories 
of youth and family.

— Tan Mei Ching, writer of novels, short stories, 
creative nonfiction, plays, children’s books”
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Title:  Wives, Lovers & Other  
  Women (2nd edition) 
ISBN:  978-981-07-1113-9
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   192
Published: 1995 (1st published) 
  2012 (2nd edition) 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

.9
“When he wanted a cup of coffee, he 
just snapped his fingers, said ‘coffee’ 

and his wife would bring it to him. 
I’m not saying that there is anything 

wrong with that... man rules and 
woman serves. But in my house, I 

bring my wife coffee.”

Women and the woman’s place in 
a predominantly male world — as 

if God’s creation of Eve was an 
afterthought — are the focus in this 

award-winning collection of 15 short 
stories by David Leo. Misunderstood 

wives, women trapped by marriage 
and women caught in affairs with 

married men often are not treated 
fairly. The writer also takes a dig at 

men who, in their relationships with 
women, exhibit a vulnerability not 

infrequently attributed to the so-called 
weaker sex: the insecure husband, 
the egocentric lover and the naive 

wife hunter.

Wives, Lovers & Other Women 
was first published in 1995 after 

winning the Singapore Literature 
Prize Commendation Award. One of 

the stories — Picnic — subsequently 
featured in the award-winning TV 

series Singapore Short Story Project.

.10
“...if you had done it alone, it might 
not have been that serious. But still, 
skinny-dipping is taboo in our society. For 
Christ’s sake, do it in the privacy of your 
bathroom if you want to expose yourself.”

Is there really an acceptable code of 
behaviour by which we judge others? 
In this collection of distinctively 
Singaporean short stories we meet 
people we know and think we 
understand, but do we really?

Ah... the Fragrance of Durians and 
Other Stories was first published in 1993, 
and in that same year was awarded the 
Publishers Prize for fiction.

The stories — filled with life’s many 
ironies — are told with remarkable 
credibility because they are about people 
whom we know too well or think we know 
in our very own real life experiences. 
Beneath the simplicity of the stories 
are the varied themes presented by the 
human psyche — themes that tell of a 
suppressed consciousness that often we 
are reluctant to acknowledge, and one 
that compels us, sometimes frighteningly, 
to confront the true meaning of life.

Title:  Ah…The Fragrance of  
  Durians & Other  
  Stories (2nd edition)  
ISBN:  978-981-07-1025-5
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm
Extent:  134
Published: 1993 (1st published)
  2012 (2nd edition) 
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short-stories

David Leo has produced a wide 
repertoire of works that include 
poetry and prose. He was awarded 
the Publisher’s Prize for fiction (Ah…
the Fragrance of Durians & Other 
Stories), National Book Development 
Council Singapore commendation 
(The Sins of the Fathers & Other 
Stories) and Singapore Literature 
Prize commendation (Wives, Lovers 
& Other Women). A fourth collection 
of short stories (News At Nine) is a 
recommended secondary school text. 
Several of his short stories have been 
adapted and staged in Mandarin and 
English by various theatre groups. Leo 
recently published his fourth collection 
of poetry — Ubin Dreaming (You’ve 
Been Dreaming) (2012).   

Leo enjoys travelling. Not surprisingly, 
much of his poetry is inspired by places 
that he has been. Between books, Leo 
writes commentaries on a wide range 
of subjects but specialises in aviation 
and customer service as a freelance 
columnist. He confesses he writes best 
when he swims.

David 
Leo.
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“In this thoughtful and vivid novel 
of a teacher reminiscing on his 
teaching days at a neighbourhood 
school in the 1970s, the unnamed 
protagonist ponders on the essence 
of education in our schools: how 
does it prepare students for life? 
What is the role of a teacher after 
school hours? And what happens 
after one drops out/finishes 
schooling?

From the endearing student 
characters of Kim Huat, Ah Beng 
and Mui Hoong to the colourful 
personalities in the staffroom, 
Shakespeare Can Wait plunges 
you into the daily, but certainly 
not mundane, life of a school in a 
working-class hamlet. At the heart of 
the novel, it is about a teacher who 
never stopped being one.

Title:  Shakespeare Can Wait 
ISBN:  978-981-08-3256-8
Dimension: 115mm x 205mm  
Extent:   210
Published: 2009
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

.12
Winner of the Commendation Prize in 
the National Book Department Council 
Book Awards for works in English in 
1994, this collection deals with life’s 
many ironies, conflicts between past 
and present, the thin line between reality 
and make-believe, and the hard facts 
of ageing, living and dying. Simple, 
but adroitly handled and provocative. 
In 1996, Orchard Road was translated 
into Mandarin and in 1998, The Sins 
of the Fathers was adapted for theatre. 
Both were staged respectively at 
The Substation’s Guinness Theatre, 
Singapore.

Winner of Commendation award

Singapore Literature Prize 1994

Title:  The Sins of the Father
ISBN:  981-00-4663-4
Dimension: 135mm x 190mm
Extent:  147
Published: 1993 
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories 

.13
Keith, a reporter has to interview the 
first person to be diagnosed with AIDS 
and write a “newsy” story. It was the 
beginning of a lesson on the social 
attitudes towards AIDS and its victims in 
this part of the world.

Written in 1993, this novella explores two 
victims’ pain and angst as well as the 
dilemmas faced by those who encounter 
them. The writer makes no attempt to 
moralise, but merely tell the story as it 
would have happened had it been real.

Title:  Different Strokes 
ISBN:  981-00-4755-X
Dimension: 135mm x 190mm
Extent:  100
Published: 1993 
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novella
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Not The Same Family is a collection 
of ten short stories that engage an 
array of families—both conventional 
and unconventional.

Though the families depicted in each 
narrative are expectedly different 
in circumstance, it is oftentimes 
through the honest, genuine 
dialogue between characters that 
we find the almost-too-familiar sense 
of home.

With settings that span Australia 
and the USA, and the local 
neighbourhoods of Singapore in 
between, Not The Same Family 
brings difficult issues confronting the 
modern Singaporean family to the 
forefront—navigating many facets of 
this volatile landscape we call family 
while uncovering the individual so 
often buried under its weight.

Title:  Not The Same Family
ISBN:   978-981-07-7696-1
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:  205
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

russ
soh.

About a decade ago, Russ Soh swopped 
his corporate career for an unfashionably 
early retirement. Although he thrived and 
excelled as a senior corporate executive, 

Russ yearned for more time to spend 
with family and friends, and to indulge his 

passions for travelling, reading and writing.

Having dabbled in non-fiction prose 
throughout his school days and business 

career, Russ felt he could no longer ignore 
the call of his muse to start putting into 

words some of the many stories long 
percolating inside him. This collection of 
stories is the first instalment of this long 

overdue endeavour.

the Author

.15
Abbreviations are peculiarly 
Singaporean short forms created 
to deliver information with optimal 
efficiency. An abbreviation very 
familiar to Singaporeans is ECP. 
Extending about 20 kilometres or 
so, the East Coast Parkway is a vital 
transport channel, running parallel 
to another ECP for a large part of its 
length. It is this other ECP that Tales 
From The ECP celebrates. Featuring 
incidents set in or around the East 
Coast Park, the stories take us into 
the heart of Singaporean-ness.

East Coast Park is the unsung 
hero in the ten short stories in this 
collection. As a meeting point, it 
brings together people of different 
age, race, class and nationality. 
Chance encounters lead to 
consequences that are frequently 
comic, sometimes unexpected, 
variously touching and heart-
warming. As a point of conversation, 
the ECP and its surrounds allow 
characters to reflect deeply on their 
sense of self, their identity, and their 
relationships with others who share 
the same space. Join Russ Soh on 
his narrative ride into and around 
the East Coast Park, and meet the 
many faces of the Singapore that we 
understand as home.

Title:  Tales From The ECP
ISBN:  978-981-09-2270-2 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   132
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories
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Title:  Moth Stories
ISBN:   978-981-09-3758-4
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:  300
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

“... a collection of ten powerfully observed 
stories of everyday life in Singapore... a 
voice very distinct from, yet reminiscent of, 

the works of Suchen Christine Lim and the early 
fiction of Catherine Lim, both acute observers 
of Singapore.

 — Akshita Nanda, Arts 
correspondent for The Straits Times ”

leonora
liow.

the Author

Leonora Liow is a Singapore-based 
writer. Her interests are cooking, 

cultures and a good read. Born in 
Hong Kong, she studied law at the 

National University of Singapore. 
In 2003, Liow won the Golden 

Point award with her short story, 
“Pentimento”. Moth Stories is her 

first published collection.

.16
A young girl’s ambitions prompt 

dark stirrings in her nature. A 
father reckons with a lifetime of 
dysfunctional family relations. A 

foreign worker is cut adrift on a raft 
of shattered dreams. In the title 

story “Moth”, a condemned woman 
reclaims her broken dignity.

In a collection that resonates 
with life’s poignance, humour and 
irony, Leonora Liow explores the 

private universe of individuals 
navigating the arcane waters of 

human existence and masterfully 
illuminates the extraordinary 

humanity that endures.

Lydia Kwa was born in Singapore. 
She now lives in Vancouver, British 

Columbia, Canada. She is the author 
of three novels, This Place Called 
Absence (shortlisted for the Books 
in Canada First Novel Award), The 

Walking Boy (shortlisted for the Ethel 
Wilson Fiction Prize) and Pulse. 

She has published two collections 
of poetry The Colours of Heroines 

and sinuous. Her visual art has 
been shown at Centre A gallery for 

Contemporary Asian Art in Vancouver. 
For more information, 

see www.lydiakwa.com

the Author

Lydia
kwa.
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Touch like a pulse.

A young man dies by his own 
hands, and leaves behind a note 
urging his mother to remember 
Godzilla’s touch, a reference to her 
relationship with Natalie Chia in 
1970s Singapore. 

Pulse is the story of Natalie, an 
acupuncturist in Toronto’s Chinatown 
who decides to return to Singapore 
to uncover the truths behind this 
tragedy. Selim and Natalie, although 
a generation apart, share secrets 
that they’ve kept from their families. 
Natalie discovers that her past with 
her domineering father may be the 
key to understanding Selim’s death.

A novel about unrequited love and 
the compelling power of memory, 
Pulse investigates the disturbing 
force of personal and collective 
trauma, while testifying to the 
resiliency of the human spirit.

Title:  Pulse
ISBN:  978-981-09-0681-8 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   251
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

“…there is a fullness in Pulse, in both 
characters and settings, that gives the 
novel colour, complexity and a kind of 

buoyancy…

 — David Fedo, 
author of Carrots and Other Poems”
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Island of Silence is a mesmerising 

psychological portrait of evasion. 
Chen-mian, a young Taiwanese 

woman with a troubled background, 
can’t bear the reality of her life, 

and creates an idealised fantasy 
existence – ‘the other Chen-mian’, 

a happily-married woman with a 
stable, loving family. Chen-mian is 

obsessed with islands, finding them 
safer and more contained than 

larger pieces of land. She travels 
to Hong Kong, Bali and Singapore, 

trying to find a secure hiding 
place. The lives of the two Chen-
mians become more surreal and 

intertwined, and it becomes difficult 
to tell where reality ends and fantasy 

begins. 

Island of Silence won the China 
Times Million Yuan Literary Prize 
for the Novel (Jury Prize, 1994). 

Originally published as 沈默之島 by 
China Times Publishing Co. 

(時報出版), Taiwan, Nov 1994, this is 
the first English edition of 

Island of Silence.

Title:  Island of Silence
ISBN:  978-981-07-7994-8 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   278
Published: 2013 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Novel 
  (Translated from   
  Mandarin to English)

Su Wei-chen has served as editor-
in-chief of the Weekly Reader News, 
and is now a professor of Chinese 
literature at National Cheng Kung 
University. She is the author of more 
than a dozen volumes of fiction and 
nonfiction, including the novels 紅
顏已老 [The Faded Years of Youth] 
(1981), 魔術時刻 [The Magic Hours] 
(2002), and 時光隊伍 [The Procession 
in Time] (2006), as well as of the 
critical and essay volumes 單人旅
行 [The Journey of Solitude] (1999) 
and 租書店的女兒 [The Memories of 
Books] (2010). She is the recipient of 
the United Daily News Prize for the 
Novelette and the Tainan Prefectural 
City Prize for Literary Contribution.

the Author

Su 
Wei-chen.
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A young female Chinese national 
drowns in a private swimming pool in 
a wealthy enclave on a resort island 
just off the Singapore mainland. The 
house where she is found belongs 
to one of the wealthiest property 
developers in Singapore. The ripple 
effects on everyone affected by the 
incident – the investigating officer, 
the homeowner and his nephew, 
the girl’s family – are examined from 
their point of view.

Based loosely on a true incident, 
The Inlet explores the social and 
cultural changes that have washed 
over Singapore society in recent 
years. 

Title:  The Inlet
ISBN:   978-981-07-7384-7
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:  376
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

“The Inlet is a fantastic example of 
how great Singapore fiction can 
be... it is a journey so fascinating 

that readers will not only stay on the 
ride but also beg for another go soon.

 — Akshita Nanda, correspondent 
for The Straits Times 

”
Claire
Tham.

the Author

Tham’s debut collection, Fascist Rock: 
Stories of Rebellion (1990), secured 

the National Book Development Council 
of Singapore Commendation Award 

(Fiction) in 1992. Saving the Rainforest 
and Other Stories (1993) won a Highly 

Commended Award (Fiction) from NBDCS 
in 1995. She has also collected two Golden 

Point Awards, in 1999 and 2001, for her 
stories, “The Gunpowder Trail” and “Driving 

Sideways”. “Lee” (from Fascist Rock), 
was adapted for television on MediaCorp’s 

Alter Asians, while the title story from 
Tham’s third collection, The Gunpowder 
Trail and Other Stories (2003) has been 

adapted for the stage.

Tham read Law at Oxford. She is currently 
a partner at a law firm in Singapore.

Shortlisted for the

Singapore Literature Prize 2014
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Lee
Chiu San.

After National Service in 1970, Lee 
Chiu San joined the mass media as a 
journalist. After stints in advertising and 
publishing, he found what he described 
as an honest and satisfying vocation 
selling cars, which he did from 1986. 

 

From the 1970s to the 1990s, Chiu San 
was active in motorcycle and car racing, 
both as an official and as a participant. 

 

In 2007, Chiu San retired from the 
automotive industry. Since then, he 
has taken long driving and motorcycle 
riding tours and volunteered in nature 
conservation projects.

.20
Chinese naval vessels threaten 

Philippine patrol boats off the shores 
of the Philippines… China claims 

sovereignty over the Spratleys in the 
South China Sea... China unilaterally 

establishes an East China Sea Air 
Defence Identification Zone. Will 

an economically ascendant China 
become a military bully? East 

Asian nations, having enjoyed half 
a century of spectacular economic 
growth, now find themselves mired 

in a new world hotspot.

What can an economically 
weakened USA, still distracted 

over the Middle East, and facing 
fresh challenges in Europe, do to 

reassure its Pacific allies that Uncle 
Sam can be counted upon to come 

to their aid? Suddenly, the citizens of 
the tiny city-state of Singapore find 
their island nation at the very heart 
of global geopolitics... with an offer 

that spells wealth for every citizen – 
every man, woman and child.

Heart-wrenching discussions take 
place: from the coffee stalls of the 

heartlands to the rarefied dining 
rooms of the nation’s elitist clubs. In 
the run-up to a referendum in which 

Singaporeans will have to make 
hard choices, the heatedly sensitive, 

soul-baring arguments threaten to 
divide families and friends...

In this novel, so chillingly plausible 
that Singaporeans will argue about 

Title:  Buy My Beloved   
  Country
ISBN:   978-981-07-9556-6
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:  375
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction

it for years to come, Lee Chiu San, 
a former journalist who became a 

car dealer, examines the relationship 
between a country and its citizens. Are 
the ties that bind them purely financial 

or more emotionally deep-rooted? How 
will Singaporeans change the course of 

world history?
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Felix Cheong is the author of nine 
books, including four volumes of poetry. 
He has also edited a volume of essays 

and written two plays, one of which was 
commissioned for the Singapore Arts 

Festival in 2004. His collection of short 
stories, Vanishing Point, was longlisted 

for the 2013 Frank O’Connor Award.

Felix has been invited to read at 
writers’ festivals all over the world, 

including Edinburgh, Austin, Sydney 
and Christchurch. His poems are widely 

anthologised and have been featured 
on TV, read on radio and staged. In 
2000, he received the National Arts 
Council’s Young Artist of the Year for 

Literature Award and in 2010, he was 
named by Readers’ Digest as the 29th 

Most Trusted Singaporean. 

Felix completed his Master of 
Philosophy in Creative Writing at the 

University of Queensland in 2002. 
He is currently an adjunct lecturer 

with Murdoch University, University of 
Newcastle, Temasek Polytechnic and 

LASALLE College of the Arts.

Felix
Cheong.

.21
Life in Singapore is good, 
sometimes even – dare we say it? 
– absurd. In Singapore Siu Dai, 
Felix Cheong, with a little help from 
illustrator PMan, finds humour in the 
everyday. From our kiasu behaviour 
to weird geographical boundaries 
called GRCs and OB markers, 
no quirk is left unturned. 

 

These 50 short stories, praised 
by Singapore’s top humorists 
for their brew of wit and snappy 
storytelling, will raise the so-called 
SG Conversation to a new, satirical 
pitch. So laugh along as we look 
forward to Singapore’s 50th birthday!

Title:  Singapore Siu Dai:   
  The SG Conversation  
  in a Cup 
ISBN:  978-981-07-8858-2
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   132
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Humour

.22
Bolder and edgier! Felix Cheong’s 
follow-up to Singapore Siu Dai finds 
him poking his pen once again 
in topical issues. And he doesn’t 
shy away from spoofing highly-
paid ministers and asking tough 
questions. Like: Are we really a 
nation of top problem solvers? What 
if Sentosa Cove becomes a rich 
man’s republic? Singapore Siu Dai 
2 will delight you with its off beat 
humour and its short, sweet and 
sharp storytelling.

Title:  Singapore Siu Dai 2:  
  The SG Conversation  
  Upsize!
ISBN:  978-981-09-2549-9
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   145
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Humour

“Reading Singapore Siu Dai 2 is 
like having an expresso shot in the 
arm. Perked me up no end to see 

Singapore and Singaporeans through Felix 
Cheong’s lens. 

 — Bertha Henson, author of 
Troublemaker and media lecturer at 
the National University of Singapore

”

“This is a very subversive book. 
Following on his first one, this 
second one brilliantly written by Felix 

continues the Singapore Conversation we 
never had. The wit and humour will only 
speak to those brought up in Singapore 
or who knows Singapore intimately. But 
beneath the humour, they raise serious 
issues about our unique dysfunctional 
society. At the end of the book, I felt a 
great sense of foreboding of where our 
society is heading. Hopefully, his first 
and now this second book will prick the 

conscience of our policy thinkers.

 — Lee Cheok Yew, former CEO, 
Television Corporation of Singapore”

“The chatter, mutterings, moans and 
groans you hear every day on this 
crowded island? Felix Cheong filters 

them through the coffee sock and serves 
up a distilled and compact punch of 
sharp observations on the real Singapore 
Conversation. 

 — Benjamin “Mr Miyagi” Lee”

“Funny. Irreverent. Touching. 
Refreshingly honest. Felix Cheong hits 
all the right spots.

 — Clement Mesenas, author of 
The Last Great Strike and Dissident 
Voice

”
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Title:  Vanishing Point 
ISBN:  978-981-07-3386-5
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   156
Published: 2012
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

.23
3,000 people go missing every 
year in Singapore. Why do they 

go missing? What do they leave 
behind?

Felix Cheong’s Vanishing Point 
is the first work of fiction by a 

Singapore writer to be inspired by 
real-life cases of missing persons. 

These stories do not speculate 
where these people have gone 
to but are a creative leap-off to 

explore the theme of absences and 
obsessions; and disappearance, 
both physical and psychological. 

In the story, ‘In the Dark’, a man 
who is obsessive-compulsive about 

white, cleans his wife — literally 
— out of his life. In ‘Remember 

the Wormhole of 2030’, the prime 
minister of a small island nation 

abducts her ex-lover to prevent a 
scandal from exploding. In ‘The 10th 
Floor’, a crooked accountant has to 

deal nightly with strangers coming to 
his flat asking for a floor that doesn’t 

exist.

These are stories suffused with 
a sharp sense of the surreal and 
the satirical, compared by writers 

like Daren Shiau and Boey Kim 
Cheng to Japanese novelist Haruki 

Murakami. Weaving the lyrical 
cadences of his poetry with an 

intriguing study of characters, he 
peels our psyche open and offers a 

glimpse of our frailty. 
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A mysterious woman visits a patient 
in the middle of the night; a mute 
girl smiles ‘thank you’ to a music 
shop assistant; the guilty revisit the 
scene of their crime; a soldier enters 
a room. Drawing inspiration from 
the music of 19th and 20th century 
Europe, this debut collection of 
stories is an experiment in language 
and form, seeking to capture loss 
and betrayal the way music would: 
aural experiences of nostalgia and 
heartache evoked through melody 
and harmony.

Title:  That Night By The Beach  
  and other stories for a  
	 	 film	score	
ISBN:  978-981-07-1578-6
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm
Extent:  156
Published: 2012
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

“The stories are a melodic delight. 
The whole idea is intriguing and Phan 
has  successfully intertwined the silent 

music in the writing — it all flows beautifully. 
The prose itself is sensitive and lyrical and 
insightful and full of charm. These are tales to 
be read quietly and in peaceful surroundings 
— for they have a meditative quality to them 
— and Phan is to be congratulated for an 

original and beautifully written piece of work.

 — Meira Chand, author of ‘A Different 
Sky’ and ‘A Choice of Evils’”

Phan Ming Yen was a research scholar at 
the National Institute of Education studying 
Western classical music practices in 
19th and early 20th century Singapore.

At present pursuing a PhD in creative 
writing and history at Macquarie University, 
Phan is the author of a collection of short 
fiction That Night by the Beach and Other 
Stories for A Film Score (2012); researcher 
and writer of Touches: 10 Years of the 
Singapore Dance Theatre (1997) ; 
contributing writer of Narratives: Notes 
on a Cultural Journey: Cultural 
Medallion Winners 1979 – 2001 (2002); 
and co-compiler of Edwin Thumboo: 
Bibliography 1952 – 2008 (2009).

A former journalist, magazine editor 
and arts manager, Phan is presently 
an Assistant Director (Academic) at the 
School of Technology for the Arts, Republic 
Polytechnic, Singapore. 

the Author

Phan
Ming Yen.
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A touching yet unsentimental story 
about growing up in Singapore seen 
through the eyes of Yong, a 12-year-
old, who experiences the paradoxes 
of life even if he doesn’t always 
understand everything. Between 
the rigorous demands of school and 
taking care of his younger sibling, 
Yong deals with the death of Ah Por, 
upheavals in his family, run-ins with 
the neighbourhood gang leader, 
infatuation and finally, the end of a 
friendship.

Set in a Housing Development Board 
(HDB) estate, Gone Case is a coming-
of-age story with many memorable 
moments. It won the Singapore 
Literature Prize Commendation 
Award in 1996.

Gone Case was also on the National 
Library Board’s Read! Singapore 
2011 list.

Title:  Gone Case (2nd Edition)  
ISBN:  978-981-07-4148-8
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm
Extent:  140
Published: 2002 (1st published)  
  2012 (2nd edition)
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novel

Shortlisted for the
Singapore Literature Prize 2012

Longlisted for the
Frank O’Connor Award 2013

Title:  The Beating and   
  Other Stories  
ISBN:  978-981-07-0907-5
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   209
Published: 2012
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

Dave Chua was born in Malaysia and 
came to Singapore at the age of ten. He 
was educated at Dunman High School 
and Victoria Junior College and studied 
electrical engineering and computer 
science at the University of California, 
Berkeley. His short story, “Father’s 
Gift”, won a Singapore Press Holdings-
National Arts Council Golden Point 
Award in 1995. His first novel, Gone 
Case, was given a Singapore Literature 
Prize Commendation Award in 1996 
and was published the same year.

Chua was involved in the production 
of the Mediacorp sitcom, Achar!, and 
PeachBlossom Media’s animated 
children’s show, Tomato Twins. He writes 
for various publications such as The 
Straits Times, BigO, and The Edge and 
is the Vice Chairman of the Singapore 
Film Society. For his feature-length 
scripts, he was awarded a second prize 
at the Singapore Screenplay Awards in 
2001. He has also completed a graphic 
novel adaptation of Gone Case with the 
artist Koh Hong Teng.

Dave 
chua.

   .25 
mysterious tiger roams in the shadows 

of an apartment block. A security guard 
comes to terms with a past scarred 

by his father’s attachment to violence. 
A woman traces her family’s path of 
gradual change that began with her 

teenage pregnancy. A massacre on an 
island prison brings to life a forgotten 

strand of an island nation’s history.

The Beating and Other Stories is a 
long-awaited collection of short stories 

by award-winning writer Dave Chua, 
author of the novel Gone Case. The 
book frequently crosses genres and 

styles, spinning from historical fiction 
to magical realism, and takes us on 

adventures with a distinct melancholic 
undertone. Sparse but emotional, these 
stories continue to demonstrate Chua’s 

talent in exploring the intense inner 
environments of hyper-urban Singapore.

“With this collection, Dave Chua 
firmly establishes himself as one of 
Singapore’s finest short story writers.

 — Gilbert Koh, author of ‘Two Baby   
Hands’ and the 2005 winner of the Golden Point 

Award for Poetry 

”
Shortlisted for the Singapore Literature  
Prize (English Category, 2012)

Longlisted for the Frank O’Connor 
International Short Story Prize (2012)  
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Heartland explores the paradox 
of rootedness and rootlessness 
facing Singaporeans born after the 
Japanese Occupation. 

Wing, who has just been 
conscripted, is unable to reconcile 
his future but unwilling to dwell in 
the past. He finds his own meaning 
in an intense attachment to his 
surrounding landscape. Yet, as 
relationships and the years slip by 
him, Wing is irresistibly forced to 
question his own certainties and the 
wisdom of the people he values.

Title:  Heartland 
ISBN:  981-40-5605-0
Dimension: 130mm x 203mm
Extent:  228
Published: 2002
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Novel 

Daren Shiau is an award-winning 
fiction writer, poet and editor. He was 
the National Arts Council’s Young 
Artist of the Year in 2002, and has 
been described by The Arts Magazine 
as “among the most exciting of the 
post-1965 generation of writers” from 
Singapore. 

His works include a novel Heartland 
(1999), a poetry collection Peninsular: 
Archipelagos and Other Islands 
(2000) and a microfiction collection 
Velouria (2007). Heartland, which 
received a Singapore Literature Prize 
commendation award, has been cited 
by the travel guide Lonely Planet as “the 
definitive Singapore novel”, and is a 
prescribed English literature text on the 
Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘O’-Level 
syllabus. 

Daren has been invited to read at 
international literary festivals, and at 
universities in New York, Boston and 
London. Daren’s short stories and 
poems have been translated into Italian 
and German.

Daren 
Shiau.
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BE WARNED.  
MOTHERS SHOULD NOT read 
these stories to their children, even 
though they might contain a lonely 
elf, a talking moon, a butterfly 
that wants to be a rabbit, or a boy 
who was born with a flower as an 
unfortunate appendage. Hovering 
within the realm of fables, myths and 
fairy tales, here are unlikely bedtime 
stories that are best read on a dark, 
stormy night, and at the risk of 
wounding the soul.

Cyril Wong has published nine 
volumes of poetry including 

Unmarked Treasure (Firstfruits 2004), 
Tilting Our Plates to Catch the 

Light (Firstfruits 2007) and Satori 
Blues (Softblow Press 2011). He also 

received the Singapore Literature 
Prize (2006) and the National Arts 

Council’s Young Artist Award (2005). 
Cyril completed his doctoral degree 
in English literature at the National 

University of Singapore under a 
Research Scholarship in 2012, and 
edits the poetry journal, Softblow.

the Author

Title:  Let Me Tell You  
  Something About That  
  Night (2nd edition)
ISBN:  978-981-07-3387-2 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   140
Published: 2009 (1st published) 
  2012 (2nd edition) 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories 

Cyril
Wong.

“ Wong takes fairytales and works 
them into a surreal lustre… the heart 
of these stories gestures to a time 

before fairytales were saccharine fantasies. 
Their magic springs from the fact that they 
incorporate — within realms crammed 
with elves and water spirits and weird 
metamorphoses — an unvarnished sense of 
life’s desolations…A vivid collection that will 

enchant and disturb.

 — The Age”

“[Cyril’s] work expands beyond simple 
sexuality… to embrace themes of love, 
alienation and human relationships of  

        all kinds.

 — TIME (Asia)”
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Mei Ching Tan writes novels, short 
stories, plays, and children’s books. 
She received the merit prize in the 
1994 Singapore Literature Prize (SLP) 
for her book, Crossing Distance, and 
the commendation prize for SLP 1992, 
for her book Beyond the Village Gate. 
She won first prize for her play, Water 
Ghosts, in the NUS Shell Short Play 
Contest (1992) and first prizes in the 
USA for her short stories. 

In 1997, she received the Young Artist 
Award for Literature from the National 
Arts Council of Singapore. With the 
grant she explored the Canadian 
wilderness, and emerging from it 
with her humour intact, wrote her 
travel narrative, Towards the Blue: 
Adventures of a City Wimp.  

MEI CHINg
tan.

Title:  Crossing Distance   
  (2nd edition) 
ISBN:   978-981-07-3103-8
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm
Extent:  124
Published: 1995 (1st published) 
  2012 (2nd edition) 
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short-stories

Title:  Beyond The Village   
  Gate (2nd Edition)   
ISBN:  978-981-08-7754-5 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   148
Published: 1994 (1st published)
  2012 (2nd edition) 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

.29
A child’s afternoon of play, a 

teenager’s notion of pain, one’s 
understanding of freedom, another’s 

glimpse of mortality, a young 
woman’s encounter with her cultural 

roots, and the individual worlds of 
the young and old. 

They reveal the distances 
between people and within people. 

Sometimes all that people do, or try 
to do, is cross distance. 

Crossing Distance won a 
Merit Award in the Singapore 

Literature Prize (SLP) in 1994 and 
a Commendation Award in the 

National Book Development Council 
of Singapore Book Awards in 1996. 

It was first published in 1995.

   .30
Myths of the mountains and their 

spirits pervade stories of Shi Ying’s 
mysterious origins. Abandoned to 

die but saved by a villager, Shi Ying 
is named the “lost child” and taken 
into a family of fisherfolk. She does 

not know who her parents are, or 
who she is. When she befriends a 

village outcast with whom she feels 
a strange bond, her journey into the 

unknown, in search of her parents 
and her true identity, begins.

Beyond The Village Gate won 
a Commendation Award in the 

Singapore Literature Prize (SLP) 
in 1992 and was first published in 

1994.
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Alfian Sa’at is the Resident Playwright 
of W!LD RICE. His plays have been 
translated into German, Swedish and 
Danish, and they have been read and 
performed in Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, 
London, Berlin, Hamburg, Zurich, 
Munich, Copenhagen and Stockholm. 

He has been nominated for the Life! 
Theatre Awards for Best Original Script 
seven times, and has received the 
award twice. Alfian was the winner of 
the SPH-NAC Golden Point Award 
for Poetry and the Singapore Young 
Artist Award for Literature in 2001. 
His publications include his plays — 
Collected Plays One: The Optic 
Trilogy / Fugitives / Homesick / sex.
violence.blood.gore, Collected 
Plays Two: The Asian Boys Trilogy: 
Dreamplay/ Landmarks/ Happy 
Endings and Cooling Off Day; his 
poetry collections — One Fierce Hour 
and A History of Amnesia, and short 
story collections — Malay Sketches 
and Corridor. 

ALfian 
Sa'at.
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Step into the quirky, tender, 

luminous world of Wena Poon.

In California, a dot com executive 
falls in love with an Asian barista 

in a coffee joint. In Malaysia, a 
Chinese woman boards a plane 

to London for sex tourism. In New 
York, an English couple abandons 

their baby at the door of a Japanese 
restaurant. In New Hampshire, a 

depressed transvestite snowboards 
into an avalanche in emulation of his 

favorite opera heroine.

In The Proper Care of Foxes, 
Poon writes of chance encounters 

and impossible romances in the 
digital age. Her characters are 

beautiful, damaged, funny, serious, 
and always relentlessly cool. Wry, 

observant and assured, this is 
contemporary storytelling at its 

exhilarating best.

Wena Poon began writing fiction 
from an early age. Born and raised 
in Singapore, she has worked as a 
journalist and lawyer in New York, 
California and Hong Kong. Her first 
book, Lions In Winter, was listed 
for the Frank O’Connor International 
Short Story Award and the Singapore 
Literature Prize. It was on the Straits 
Times Bestseller List for Fiction and 
nominated for the Popular Readers’ 
Choice Awards. She is also the author 
of the Biophilia series of novels. 
Poon graduated magna cum laude 
in English Literature from Harvard, 
obtained a degree from Harvard 
Law School, and practises law in the 
United States.

the Author

Title:  The Proper Care of   
  Foxes
ISBN:  978–981–08–3646–7
Dimension: 140mm x 205mm  
Extent:   200
Published: 2009 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, short stories 
 

Wena 
Poon.
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Title:  Corridor: 12 Short   
  Stories 
  (new edition) 
ISBN:  978-981-07-7993-1
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   172
Published: 2015
  First published, 1999
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

.32
Corridor is a collection of short 
stories all set in present-day 
Singapore. With unsentimental 
clarity and heartbreaking honesty, 
Alfian Sa’at writes about HDB 
dwellers—students, housewives 
and factory workers, whose lives 
begin to unravel once they discover 
that happiness is a fragile thing in a 
country obsessed with progress and 
success.

The characters in each story find 
themselves in situations that offer 
them a ticket to hope and change: 
A video camera transforms the 
way a resentful daughter sees her 
widowed mother. A married couple 
receives free holiday tickets just 
when their luck seems to have run 
out. A girl encounters a transvestite 
on an MRT train ride who tells her 
that she looks like a famous singer. 
And a man enters a discotheque 
after a bitter divorce and re-learns 
the terror of falling in love all over 
again. 

Rich in authentic detail, with a 
sensitive ear for the vernacular, 
Corridor paints an elegiac, 
revealing portrait of contemporary 
Singaporeans who exist along the 
city’s corridors; haunted by lost 
loves, irrevocable childhoods and a 
deep longing to be free. 

Winner o
f C

ommendatio
n award

Singapore Lite
rature Priz

e 1998

“His poet’s eye for freeze framing 
moments and his command of the 
language are still very much in 

evidence in the elegant turns of phrase 
and the flashes of poetic insight.

— Ong Sor Fen, The Straits Times”

“The magic of Alfian’s writing is no 
sleight of hand. It’s no illusion. It’s 
real.

— Haresh Sharma, Playwright”

“Malay Sketches is a refreshingly 
honest and insightful depiction 
of the less savoury realities 

of life in Singapore, an ostensibly 
multiracial and meritocratic 
city-state uncomfortable with 
its historical Malay core. The 
stories serve as a stark reminder 
of a complex and contradictory 
society that is at once dynamic 
and dastardly, progressive and 
oppressive, glittery and ghoulish.

— Associate Professor Lily Zubaidah 
Rahim,University of Sydney, author of 

‘The Singapore Dilemma: The Political 
and Educational Marginality of the Malay 

Community’

.33
Malay Sketches is a collection of 
stories that borrows its name from 
a book of anecdotes by colonial 
governor Frank Swettenham, 
describing Malay life on the 
Peninsula. In Alfian Sa’at’s hands, 
these sketches are reimagined as 
flash fictions that record the lives of 
members of the Malay community in 
Singapore. With precise and incisive 
prose, Malay Sketches offers the 
reader profound insights into the 
realities of life as an ethnic minority.

”

”

“Alfian’s vignettes of Singapore 
Malay life are touching and 
funny, at once full of pathos and 

nostalgia. They illuminate a life that 
once was, and now, inevitably, with 
‘progress’, what is. But ultimately 
they speak of dignity, quiet and 
undiminished.

 — Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, 
columnist,activist, author of ‘In Liberal Doses’

Title:  Malay Sketches 
Illustrations: Sharil Nizam 
ISBN:  978-981-07-1801-5 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm 
Extent:   230    
Published: 2012
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short-stories

Longlisted for the

Frank O’’Conner Prize (2013)
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In the electrifying months leading 

up to the watershed 2011 General 
Elections and in the tumultuous 

months after, playwright Alfian 
Sa’at interviewed Singaporeans 

to discover their responses to the 
elections. 

Covering a wide social and political 
spectrum, the candid interviews 

capture the GE experience 
through the voices of individual 
Singaporeans — from election 

candidates to pro-establishment 
civil servants; from taxi-drivers to 

teachers; from diehard opposition 
supporters to young people casting 

their virgin votes. 

These interviews — some hopeful, 
some fearful, some hilariously frank, 

some achingly honest — form a 
portrait of Singaporeans confronting 
the real meaning of democracy and 

rediscovering their role in shaping 
the country’s future.

“Heartfelt and hilarious...no issue 
too taboo to be discussed.

— The Flying Inkpot

“Brilliant...I was tempted to lead 
a standing ovation at the end 
of it.

 — The Online Citizen

In the electrifying months 
leading up to the watershed 
2011 General Elections and in 
the tumultuous months after, 
playwright Alfian Sa’at interviewed 
Singaporeans to discover their 
responses to the elections. 
 
Covering a wide social and political 
spectrum, the candid interviews 
capture the GE experience 
through the voices of individual 
Singaporeans — from election 
candidates to pro-establishment 
civil servants; from taxi-drivers to 
teachers; from diehard opposition 
supporters to young people casting 
their virgin votes.
 
These interviews — some hopeful, 
some fearful, some hilariously 
frank, some achingly honest — 
form a portrait of Singaporeans 
confronting the real meaning of 
democracy and rediscovering their 
role in shaping the country’s future.

"Heartfelt and hilarious...no issue too 
taboo to be discussed." — The Flying Inkpot

"A must-see...you will 
recognise yourself in it."
— The Straits Times
 
"Asthma inducing hilarity."
— TODAY

“Highly entertaining.”
— Channelnewsasia.com

“Brilliant...I was tempted 
to lead a standing ovation 
at the end of it.” 

— The Online Citizen

Life! Theatre Awards 2012 nominee:

* Production of the Year
* Best Original Script
* Best Director 
* Best Ensemble

ISBN   978-981-07-1406-2

9  789810 714062

Title:  Cooling-Off Day 
ISBN:  978-981-07-1406-2
Dimension:  130mm x 200mm 
Extent:   148
Published: 2012
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Play      

”

”
Straits Times Life! Theatre 
Awards 2012 nominee for: 
Production of the Year, Best 
Original Script, Best Director, 
Best Ensemble

PLAYS

PLAYS
.35
This collection of four plays by 
Alfian Sa’at explores the themes 
that have become a hallmark of the 
playwright’s work: national identity, 
racial relations, and the resistance 
of individuals against authoritarian 
systems. In The Optic Trilogy, the 
surfacing of buried secrets and 
repressed memories profoundly 
alters the way a man and woman 
see each other. In Fugitives, the 
members of a family discover that 
their self-definition relies on their 
interactions with ‘outsiders’ who 
exist beyond their comfort zones. In 
Homesick, a diasporic Singaporean 
family, quarantined during the SARS 
crisis, evaluate the meanings of 
home. And in sex.violence.blood. 
gore, the facade of a rigid, orderly 
society is peeled away to reveal 
chaotic passions.

“The lyrical text weaves its way 
seductively into the mind, 
indulging it with its almost 

romantic metaphors. It may be the 
young playwright’s best work.

— The Straits Times on The Optic Trilogy (Best 
Original Script nominee*, 2002)

“A continuation of the legacy 
of good literature all over the 
world... letting the human story 

carry the issues, not the other way 
round... profoundly uplifting.

— Singapore Theatre Reviews on 
Fugitives (Best Original Script nominee*, 2003)

Title:  Collected Plays One      
ISBN:  978-981-08-6065-3
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   332
Published: 2010
Finish:  Paper back 
Genre:  Play

”

”
*The Straits Times, Life Theatre Awards
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   .36
Alfian Sa’at’s The Asian Boys 

Trilogy is a fascinating, insightful 
tour through the lives and loves of 
the gay community in Singapore. 
In the campy and carnivalesque 

Dreamplay, history is turned 
upside-down as a goddess travels 

through time to ‘save gay men 
from themselves’. In Landmarks, 
geography takes centrestage, as 

eight short plays explore the spaces 
that have been claimed, colonised, 

and trespassed by those at the 
margins of the mainstream. In 

Happy Endings, the playwright’s 
adaptation of the novel Peculiar 
Chris evolves into a meditation 
on the relationship between life 

and literature. With clear-eyed 
compassion and eloquent outrage, 

this collection of plays charts the 
coming-of-age of a community 

finding its voice. “A clever and witty script… 
engaged in furious dialogue 
over various issues... embraced 

what is seen as alien, clinical or 
criminal in Singapore and loved it 
into poignant life.

—The Flying Inkpot on Dreamplay: Asian Boys 
Vol. 1 (Best Original Script nominee*, 2001) 

*The Straits Times, Life Theatre Awards

“Writer Alfian Sa’at is the voice 
that will not let you forget…
combines the density of 

language found in his poetry with 
his knack for arresting set-pieces 
and plot twists displayed in his short 
stories…Landmarks hits perfect 
pitch.

—The Straits Times on Landmarks: Asian Boys 
Vol. 2 (Best Original Script winner*, 2005)

Title:  Collected Plays Two
ISBN:  978-981-08-7041-6
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   292
Published: 2010
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Play       

”

”

Shirley Geok-lin Lim was born 
in Malacca, Malaysia. She is an 
American writer of poetry, fiction, 
and criticism. Her first collection 
of poems, Crossing the Peninsula 
(1980), won her the Commonwealth 
Poetry Prize, a first both for an 
Asian and for a woman.

Among several other awards that 
she has received, her memoir, 
Among the White Moon Faces, won 
the 1997 American Book Award. 
She is now Research Professor 
in the English Department of the 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara.

shirley
geok-lin lim.

POETRY

POETRY
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Lim’s poems are penetrating 
accounts of a life lived as a poet 
devoted to her art.

Title:  Ars Poetica for the Day
ISBN:  978-981-09-5922-7 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   104
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

“With an almost buoyant gaiety of mind 
and senses, an exuberant playfulness 
of language, the poems in Ars Poetica 

for the Day constitute a bold, arresting act of 
poetic remaking, rediscovering and rearming 
what Wordsworth calls ‘the hiding places of 

the imagination.

 — Boey Kim Cheng, poet and author of a memoir, 
Between Stations

”
“The poems collected here are highly 

self-reflexive, penetrating accounts of a 
life lived as a poet, devoted to that art 

with its attendant pleasures and especially 
its pains. Yet for all the staggering range of 
learned allusion . . . and the brilliant word-
play, it is the affective power of the poems, 
especially those that deal so honestly with 
aging, that will stay with you to the end. 
Shirley Lim’s Ars Poetica for the Day  is a 

remarkable achievement.

 — Donald Goellnicht, McMaster University ”
the Author

Shirley
Geok-lin Lim.

.38
These poems are related to Lim’s 
travels, and her having lived in various 
lands, including USA, Canada, Australia, 
Singapore and Malaysia.

Title:  Do You Live In?
ISBN:  978-981-09-5921-0
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   104
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

“From crossing the peninsula to 
crisscrossing the continents Shirley Lim 
presents to us a collection of poems that 

transport us with her to spaces, senses and 
sensibilities she occupies and transforms for 
her readers: sweetmeats, spices, sambals, 
sundals, sweat, sun, smartphones, shopping, 
satire scrapbook, schoolchildren, struggle 
... Shirley Lim’s poems in her own words are: 
“today’s poems/ to color/ the blank fabric/ 
we fly/ tomorrow.  A splendid addition to her 

oeuvre.

 —Malachi Edwin Vethamani, Professor of Modern 
English Literature, School of English, University of 

Nottingham Malaysia Campus

”

“Most at home in the English language, 
whose ‘word trails’ Shirley Lim uses 
forcefully, imagistically and politically as 

her key to universals in the human psyche. 
. . . a multiple expatriate, a contemporary 
global citizen home in both western societies 
and the Nyonya world of her birth, but also 
uncertain whether home is anywhere, her 
poems encompass a span of time and 
space, reaching back into customs, clothes 
and different modes of behaviour, her quick 
intelligence always seeking and testing values 

to live by.

 —Dennis Haskell, author of 6 collections of poetry, 
including Acts of Defiance: New and Selected 
Poems, and 14 volumes of literary scholarship 

and criticism, and recipient of the Western Australia 
Premier’s Prize for Poetry

”

“At times gentle and playful, and at 
times angry and sorrowful, Lim’s poems 
provide a powerful meditation on the 

politics of contemporary Hong Kong.

 —Tammy Ho, author of Hula-hooping and editor of 
Cha: An Asian Literary Journal”

the Author

Shirley
Geok-lin Lim.
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Gods, animals, and men walk 

together in the landscape of these 
poems, sometimes aware of each 
other, sometimes not. A man and 
a hawk lean over a railing looking 

out at the world below; a rainstorm 
rejuvenates a carload of teachers; 

a congratulatory message from 
the stars arrives years after a 

relationship has ended. A jealous fox 
spirit causes trouble in England; a 

dying bat takes off on the last flight 
of its life. Together these poems 
present a cosmophany, showing 

forth the world in all its transience 
and beauty.

Title:  This Mortal World
\ISBN:  981-981-08-9311-8 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   83
Published: 2011
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry       

Leonard Ng was born in Singapore 
in 1979. He studied Sociology and 
English Literature at the National 
University of Singapore, graduating 
with First Class Honours. His work 
has appeared in a variety of places, 
including Ceriph, the Quarterly Literary 
Review Singapore, the anthologies 
Love Gathers All and Coast, and his 
own site, rainybluedawn.com. He is 
also a translator of classical poetry 
into English. This Mortal World, his 
previous collection of poems, also 
published by Ethos Books, was 
shortlisted for the 2012 Singapore 
Literature Prize.

the author

leonard
ng.

Shortli
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.40
Uncompromising yet accessible, 
the six sequences in Changes 
and Chances explore love, sorrow, 
time, nature, and humanity. By 
turns passionate, hermetic, and 
heartbreaking, they simultaneously 
endure and celebrate all the 
imperfections of the world. 
Leonard Ng blends free verse with 
adaptations of both Western and 
Asian forms to create a musical 
poetry grounded in the traditions of 
both East and West.

Title:  Changes and Chances
ISBN:  978-981-09-2512-3
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   116
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

“With words that dance across 
the page, Leonard Ng’s 
second poetry collection 

about the quirks of human 
nature proves to be a pleasure. 
In Changes and Chances, Ng 
examines the world’s inadequacies 
with ease and simplicity. 
Simmering the heated emotions 
of sorrow, love and humanity, his 
poems allow readers to break the 
careful barricade that presents 

itself on this intricate theme.

 — NPtribune Review”
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The world is on the move. As a 
result, people everywhere are 

increasingly caught in hybridity 
or cultural mixing even as they 

assert their individuality. Indeed, 
migrants, the subject of many of 

Eric Tinsay Valles’s poems, yearn 
especially for an escape or exile 

from the messy present. But they 
and their motivations are not always 

understood. Eric Tinsay Valles’s 
poetic reflections on this new world 

order and its protagonists move 
subtly from one geographical space 

to another. He interprets these 
spaces sometimes with humour and 
always with empathy for otherness. 

Title:  A World In Transit
Author:  Eric Tinsay Valles 
ISBN:  981-981-08-8284-6
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   102
Published: 2011
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry       

Eric Tinsay Valles draws inspiration from 
all the places that he has called home. 
His poetry has been featured in & Words, 
Sound of Mind, Reflecting on the Merlion, 
Ceriph, Southeast Asian Review of 
English, Routledge’s New Writing: The 
International Journal for the Practice and 
Theory of Creative Writing and other 
journals. His critical essays have appeared 
in The Asiatic and Writing Diaspora.

Eric has been invited to read poetry or 
commentaries at Baylor, Melbourne and 
Oxford Universities. He has taken up 
writing residencies at the Vermont Studio 
Centre, Centrum (Washington) and 
Wellspring House (Massachusetts). He 
has won a Goh Sin Tub Creative Writing 
prize for poems that form the core of his 
second poetry collection, After the Fall 
(dirges among ruins). His previous poetry 
collection is A World in Transit.

the author

Eric
tinsay valles.

.41
Babel Via Negativa is a collection of 
hybrid scripting, described by Lily Hoang 
as a “menagerie” with “tweets suspended 
in hypotaxis, an intertextual roundtable 
about the chicken that couldn’t cross the 
road, and essays that smash poetics 
with Kon’s distinctive transnational 
sass”. Dive into the invented form of the 
asingbol, assorted poetic ruminations, 
lost acts of translation, or the five critical 
essays that speak of the ultimate limits 
of language – what it means to say 
and unsay. The book has also been 
described by Richard Collins as “a feast 
of juxtapositions” and “an impossibility of 
conversations”.

Desmond Kon Zhicheng-Mingdé is the 
author of an epistolary novel, a hybrid 
work, and four poetry collections. He 

has edited more than fifteen books and 
co-produced three audio books, several 

pro bono for non-profit organizations. 
A former journalist, he is the first-ever 

winner in both Poetry and Visionary 
Fiction categories at the Beverly Hills 
International Book Awards, as well as 

to have two collections tie for Poetry 
at the National Indie Excellence Book 

Awards, among other accolades. An 
interdisciplinary artist, Desmond helms 

Squircle Line Press as its founding editor.

Title:  Babel Via Negativa
ISBN:  978-981-09-5901-2
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   176
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry, Literary essays,  
  Prose

the Author

desmond
kon.

“No one writes quite like Desmond Kon 
Zhicheng-Mingdé. It is not just that he 
has found new forms (though he has), 

not just that his syntax is a rarity (it is), not 
just that he has something to say that has, 
somehow, not been said before (it hasn’t). In 
other hands, the new, the rare, the as-yet-
unsaid is not always pleasurable, not always 
beautiful, not always delicious. This book 
though is a feast of juxtapositions, a mélange 
of miscegenations, an impossibility of 
conversations, from the complex simplicity of 
the poems (like a blue belt) to the roughening 
texture of the essays (like a cat’s tongue). I 
consider it one of the triumphs of my efforts as 
an editor to have published several of these 

beautiful enigmas in Xavier Review.

 — Richard Collins, Dean of Arts and Humanities, 
CSU Bakersfield
”
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This collection explores the creative 
space of poetry as a means to 
unravel feelings evoked by the 
violence of war or by everyday 
traumatic events. One may come to 
terms with uncomfortable, including 
unspeakable, feelings by describing 
them with imagery from nature and 
one’s immediate environment. By 
participating in grieving, the self 
can better face any lingering effects 
of trauma. In this creative space, 
dramatic speakers retell stories and 
give vent to contradictory feelings 
through silences and free play. 
Their accounts attest to the dappled 
beauty of the human condition even 
if the full nature, scope and effects 
of traumatic memories are always 
beyond their grasp.

Title:  After The Fall: 
  Dirges Among Ruins
ISBN:  978-981-08-8284-6
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   88
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

“Eric Valles’s After the Fall (dirges 
among ruins) is a striking 
literary achievement, I think it no 

exaggeration to describe it as a small 
epic for our time.

 — Preston M. Browning, Jr., 
Associate Professor Emeritus of English, 

University of Illinois at Chicago

”

“This collection is the best kind of 
ambush. Ideas, subject, literary forms, 
even languages come together as 

Eric speaks of multiple things in multiple, 
eloquent ways. There is a palpable energy 
to his words: a poetic Brownian force as 
he deepens and extends the erudition and 
range of ideas that already shone through 
his earlier collection.

 — Aaron Maniam, Author of Morning 
at Memory’s Border; Mentor, National Arts Council 

Mentor Access Project

”

44
Tell me again where home is, where 
inhabit all the holy hours, where 
someday you will find me. - from 
“Time Lapse”

Coastlands is Aaron Lee’s third 
collection of poetry. Whether in 
a small town or frenetic city, the 
poet has never lived far from the 
sea. This book documents his life 
experience as a pilgrim still finding 
his place in the wider world. In these 
fifty poems he recollects, explores, 
embraces and anticipates what is 
lost and found in each of the places 
he calls home: Malaysia, Singapore 
and Hawaii. Everywhere, natural 
and urban landscapes anchor and 
influence his identity and connect 
him to humanity.

In ancient writings “coastlands” 
means the far reaches of the earth-
-places accessible only by crossing 
oceans of unknown magnitude. 
Truly, life is a voyage from which the 
traveller never returns.

Title:  Coastlands
ISBN:  978-981-09-2478-2
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   76
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

“A litany of delicate, softly throbbing verse-
-a gift from the upper reaches of all things 
bright, beautiful and blessedly rendered.

 — Alfred A. Yuson, Winner, South East 
Asia Write Award

”

Aaron Lee is a prize-winning poet, 
writing mentor, community organiser 

and banking lawyer. He has three poetry 
collections to date, the latest being 
Coastlands (2014). His first poetry 
collection, A Visitation of Sunlight 

(1997) was voted one of the year’s best 
books by The Straits Times (1997). His 

second collection Five Right Angles 
was a finalist in the 2008 Singapore 
Literature Prize awards. Lee’s work 

has been published internationally and 
performed at international festivals and 

conferences.

the author

Aaron
lee.
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51Christine Chia is the author of The 
Law of Second Marriages (Math 

Paper Press, 2011 and 2014). She is 
the co-editor of a forthcoming poetry 

anthology A Luxury We Cannot 
Afford (Math Paper Press, end 2014) 
and a featured writer at the Singapore 

Literature Festival in New York (Oct 
10-12, 2014). Christine contributes 

poetry variously to such projects and 
publications as Prairie Schooner, 

SOFTBLOW, Blue Lyra Review, Drift 
Index and the‘Substation Love Letters 

Project’.

the Author

Christine
chia.

.45
The sequel to The Law of Second 
Marriages, the best-selling and 
critically acclaimed poetry book by 
Christine. With “terrifying sparseness 
and intensity”, as Cyril Wong 
observes, Christine threads together 
stories of the Separation between 
Singapore and Malaysia with the 
separation between her parents. 
Her searing vision, ambitious and 
intimate, opens up emotional spaces 
in unlikely places.

Title:  Separation: a history
ISBN:  978-981-09-1371-7 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   94
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry,
  Singapore History

“Christine Chia writes with a terrifying 
sparseness and intensity. Familial 
relationships come to dramatic life 

with her uncanny ability to cut straight to 
the bone in poems that reveal, yet again, 
how family life can be the first and greatest 
source of psychological trauma. But it is also 
through such painful encounters that the 
poet is able to walk the road of forgiveness to 
compassionate insight, lasting maturity and 

wisdom.

 — Cyril Wong, 
author of Tilting  Our Plates To Catch The Light”

“Christine’s writing balances a journalist’s 
clarity with a poet’s desire to color and 

invent ...

 — Elaine Equi, 
author of Click and Clone”

.46
Saga Seeds is Patricia Maria 
Tan’s latest poetry collection. The 
title of her book refers most aptly 
to her poems, taut red beads of 
memory and observation. Nostalgic 
references such as masak masak 
transport readers to a time when 
children played five stones and 
games involving pure imagination. 
The personal recollections serve 
as a tribute to Singapore and our 
collective memories. We also find 
poems alive with the beauty of 
simple folk and nature, and poems 
awake to darker moods and events. 
Throughout the lyrical excursion, 
readers are borne by the poet’s 
steady and reassuring voice, into 
the intricacies of introspection, and 
towards a fuller appreciation of the 
exquisiteness of everyday moments.

Saga Seeds is Patricia Maria de 
Souza’s third book of poems. Her poetry 

has been featured in Sound of Mind. 
She had previously published under 
the name Patricia M Tan for younger 

readers, Spot and I and Poems To 
Grow Up With. Teaching has been her 

first love, having taught at Raffles Girls’ 
Primary School for 13 years, before 

moving on to curriculum work and 
retiring as a literature teacher. She has 
also written stories and travel articles. 

Just as her story-writing progressed 
from children’s stories to tales for adults, 

so too did her poems.

Title:  Saga Seeds
ISBN:  978-981-07-9842-8
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   100
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

the Author

patricia
de souza. “What moves me most about this 

collection by Patricia Maria de Souza 
is its treasure of memories drawn from 

a life-time’s reflection and observation.... It 
is something of a relief to come to writing as 
down to earth as this.

 — Anne Lee Tzu Pheng, Poet and 
Singapore Cultural Medallion Winner

”
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Wong Su Ann was raised by the local 
weather, a child of eternal summer and 

intermittent rain. She is a graduate in Law 
at the National University of Singapore and 
currently serving her full-time pupilage in a 
local law firm.  Equatorial Sunshine is her 

debut collection of poetry.

the Author

wong
su ann.

.47
What can Singapore’s weather 
offer? More than a monochrome 
of rain and shine, as these poems 
show. Travelling the shifting patterns 
of youthful love and loss, they take 
us into sun, shade, shower, and the 
variations in between.

“It began with a change in climate;

I was whisked from the eternal 
sunshine of Singapore to a 
temperate residence in Nottingham, 
England. I started paying attention 
to the seasons, to the changing 
weather patterns of the skies, and 
the inside of my heart.

It began with contradictions;

It was meant to be the best year of 
my life. And it was the best, in the 
way some bittersweet things end up 
being the best—like coffee, rain, or 
sunsets.

It began.

I call it the year of the sun-showers. 
That is what happens when our joys 
collide with great sadness —sun-
showers. And because sun-showers 
are beautiful, and because I felt 
them inside me, this book was born.”

Title:  Equatorial Sunshine
ISBN:  978-981-09-4312-7 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   104
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

.48
At home with loneliness and passing 
encounters, can we be familiar 
with another or even ourselves? 
Does love outweigh the uncertainty 
of its memory? In his third and 
latest collection, award-winning 
poet Jerrold Yam ushers us into a 
traveller’s world through sensitive 
and enquiring eyes, navigating a 
landscape of flitting figures, thoughts 
and emotions.

Born in 1991, Jerrold Yam is a law 
undergraduate at University College 

London and the author of three 
poetry collections, Intruder (2014), 

Scattered Vertebrae (2013) and 
Chasing Curtained Suns (2012).

Jerrold won first prize and three 
honourable mentions at the National 

University of Singapore Creative 
Writing Competition 2011, first prize 

at the British Council History and the 
City Competition 2011, was runner-up 

at the Poetry Book Society Student 
Poetry Competition 2013, and in 2012 

became the youngest Singaporean 
to be nominated for the Pushcart 

Prize. His poems have been published 
across twenty countries in more than 

eighty literary journals

Title:  Intruder
ISBN:  978-981-09-1372-4
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   88
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

the Author

Jerrold
yam.

“Continuing the grace and eloquence 
of Yam’s earlier collections, Intruder at 
once strips back and finely embroiders 

the moments of connection, strangeness 
and longing between us. Each moment of 
excavation is touched by the sting of hard-
won, lost and lived experiences. Still, there 
is a grace in Yam’s seamless skate -- from 
thought to thought, between people, places, 
and the changing faces of home. In these 
poems, Yam braves a deepening that is at 
once reflective and tense, with a sensual 

voice that is fast attaining heat.

 — Jasmine Ann Cooray, Poet”
“Jerrold’s poems have always been 

startlingly tender, soulful and enigmatic. 
But there’s an intriguing new wave of 

experimentation with form in this volume,

 — Ng Yi-Sheng, 
author of last boy”
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Singapore Literature Prize winner 
Yong Shu Hoong’s latest book 
features more than just poetry. There 
is also a ghostly tale at its core, 
complete with prose poems and 
micro fiction of exactly 100 words 
each, as well as annotated excerpts 
from an abandoned work. 

In this viewing party, readers are 
invited to take a peek into the 
domain of death and cinema. You 
are part of a mob of dispassionate 
onlookers. Sometimes, you get to 
play the voyeuristic judge.

Yong Shu Hoong has published four 
books of poetry: Isaac (1997), do-

while (2002), Frottage (2005), which 
won the 2006 Singapore Literature 
Prize, and From within the Marrow 

(2010). 

His poems have been included 
in literary journals like Quarterly 

Literary Review Singapore and Asia 
Literary Review (Hong Kong), as 

well as anthologies like Language 
for a New Century: Contemporary 
Poetry from the Middle East, Asia, 
and Beyond (W.W. Norton, 2008).

Title:  The Viewing Party
ISBN:  978-981-07-7694-7
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   134
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

the Author

yong
shu hoong.

“There’s a warm easiness to Yong’s 
voice that’s balanced by a sharpness 
of insight. He cuts through the layers 

of familial and social habit to the unseen 
images and urges that give the mundane 
the sheen of the numinous. If the book is a 
viewing party, Yong is a genial and attentive 
host, inviting us in to absorbing scenes of 

everyday curiosity and surprise. 

 — Jen Crawford, A/P and Coordinator of Creative 
Writing Programme at NTU, Singapore”

Winner o
f th

e

Singapore Lite
rature Priz

e 2014

Title:  FEAR NO POETRY! 
  The Essential Guide to  
  Close Reading
ISBN:  978-981-09-0414-2
Dimension: 148mm x 210mm  
Extent:   200
Published: 2014 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry Guide,   
  Educational Resource

Born in 1970, Gwee Li Sui is a literary 
critic, a poet, and a graphic artist. His first 
book Myth of the Stone was Singapore’s 
first full-length graphic novel in English and 
its popular, special, twentieth-anniversary 
edition was published in 2013 by Epigram 
Books. He also wrote a book of funny verse 
Who Wants to Buy a Book of Poems? 
(Landmark Books, 1998) and a book of love 
poems One Thousand and One Nights 
(Landmark Books, 2014).

A familiar name in Singapore’s literary 
scene, Gwee has written essays on a broad 
range of cultural subjects and is well-loved 
for his instruction in Singaporean literature 
and, in particular, Singaporean poetry. He is 
also the editor of Sharing Borders: Studies 
in Contemporary Singaporean-Malaysian 
Literature II (2009), Telltale: 11 Stories 
(2010), and Man/Born/Free: Writings on 
the Human Spirit from Singapore (2011), 
all published by Ethos Books.

the author

Gwee
li sui.

   .50
Afraid of poetry? Unable to make 
sense of a poem, let alone enjoy 
it? Having trouble discussing the 

web of meanings within a poem or, 
worse, writing about it? Confused by 
the kooky critical terms readers and 

teachers keep throwing around?

Fear no longer! Literary powerhouse 
Gwee Li Sui takes you from the 

baby steps of close reading to its 
finer, more moving moments. He 

discusses with rare energising 
generosity two kinds of poems: the 
“unseen poem” – the bane of many 

a student – and the scariest of verse 
for Singaporean readers, a poem by 

another Singaporean!
This book assumes nothing, starting 

with the basics. It aims to help you 
find your inner posture, grasp what a 

poem is and does, learn the critical 
language, and write competently. 

The book further comes jam-packed 
with exercises for you to work on 

alone or with a few friends…
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This is the book for every teacher 
who has ever wanted to introduce 

Singaporean Poetry in their Literature 
classroom but didn’t feel confident 

enough about doing it.

This guide, written by teachers for 
teachers, presents a painless and 

flexible approach to designing a unit 
around teaching Singaporean poetry 

in a way that is tailored to your own 
classroom. You will find a detailed guide 

to each poem and suggestions for 
how to teach them thematically or by 
difficulty level or even for the specific 

purpose of helping your students 
understand a particular poetic device - 
this allows you to choose the approach 

which works best for your classroom. 
And since we understand the daily 

grind of being a teacher, we also 
provided ready-to-use lesson plans and 

guides for your convenience.

Ultimately, we all want our students 
to see that poetry isn’t scary or 

unapproachable. The easiest way to 
understand anything is to begin with 
what we know and because many of 

the poems in this guide deal with a 
world that is familiar, they also provide 
an accessible launch pad from which 

students and teachers can explore 
poems from many other parts of the 

world together.

the Authors

Pooja
nansi &
Erin
Woodford.
Title:  Local Anaesthetic:
  A Painless Approach  
  to Singaporean Poetry 
ISBN:  978-981-09-0415-9 
Dimension: 210mm x 280mm  
Extent:   92
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry Guide,   
  Educational Resource

Cyril Wong is the Singapore Literature 
Prizewinning author of the poetry 
collections, Unmarked Treasure (Math 
Paper Press 2012), Tilting Our Plates 
to Catch the Light (Math Paper Press 
2012) and Satori Blues (Softblow Press 
2011), as well as a collection of stories, 
Let Me Tell You Something About That 
Night (Ethos 2012). He was a recipient 
of the National Arts Council’s Young 
Artist Award for Literature in 2005.

He serves as co-editor for the Quarterly 
Literary Review Singapore and 
was the founding editor of the poetry 
webjournal, SOFTBLOW. His poems 
and essays have been published in 
journals and anthologies in Singapore 
and abroad.

cyril
wong.

.52
This is a disturbing, poetic account 
of an unnamed dictator’s eyebrow 

whose longings, delusions of 
grandeur, and curious influence 

have shaped history in ways 
previously unknown—until now. 

Within a surreal tale about an 
eyebrow’s thirst for recognition 

and power, a love story also 
unexpectedly emerges.

Title:  The Dictator’s   
  Eyebrow
ISBN:  978-981-07-6950-5
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm
Extent:  67
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Poetry

“No one innately understands the 
terror of modern ‘witch-hunt’ or the 
gravity of manicured eyebrows for 

stares and status the way sensitive and 
intelligent repressed-Singaporeans 
do. But it takes a poet to elevate the 
understanding to a grand level of intuitive 
soulfulness. A disquieting elegy and 
a sinfully sharp ode to the horror of 
self-aggrandizement. Very deliciously 
flavourful.

  — X’Ho, author of Skew Me, You Rebel Meh?”
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Cordelia, Grace Chia’s second 

poetry collection, excavates 
from the imagery of life, art and 

modernity to create a mélange of 
fragmented colours in remembering 

the past, musing on the present 
and imagining the fantastic. The 
voice of the poet is visceral yet 

contemplative, sensual and surreal; 
it lingers with a satisfying piquancy 

long after it’s heard.

Title:  Cordelia
ISBN:  978-981-07-2944-8
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm
Extent:  106
Published: 2012
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Poetry

Grace Chia is the author of womango, 
a poetry collection published in 
1998, and two non-fiction books. Her 
poetry and short stories have been 
widely anthologised in Singapore, 
the US, Australia, Germany, France, 
and Serbia, including in Singapore 
Literature in English: An Anthology, 
Mining for Meaning, Merlion: An 
Anthology of Poems, SilverKris, 
Fish Eats Lion, Di-Verse-City (US), 
HOW2 (US), Stylus Poetry Journal 
(Australia), die horen (Germany), La 
Traductiere (France) and Knijzevne 
Novine (Serbia). Her works have been 
translated into French, German and 
Serbian. 

the author

Grace
chia.

Shortlis
ted for th

e

Singapore Literature Prize 2014

“It is rare to get such a range of 
experience in a single collection 
of poems ... [The poems] are open 

and direct and you cannot avoid their 
unaffected power.

  — Timothy O’Grady, 
author of I Could Read The Sky”

.54
“What is the use of a book without 

pictures or conversations?” asks 
Lewis Carroll’s Alice.

Perhaps there isn’t any. But within 
this slim poetry volume, Theophilus 

Kwek has painted the images and 
articulated the exchanges that 

shape his landscape, family and 
self – an open invitation to partake, 
with him, in a feast of the soul and 

for the senses. Join this young writer 
as he embarks on, as John Morley 

describes, “the most seductive, 
the most deceiving, the most 

dangerous” of journeys, and steps 
forward to reclaim his tongue.

Title:  They Speak Only Our  
  Mother Tongue
ISBN:  981-981-08-7535-0 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   74
Published: 2011
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry       

Born in Singapore, Theophilus Kwek 
has published two volumes of poetry, 
They Speak Only Our Mother 
Tongue (2011) and Circle Line 
(2013), which was shortlisted for the 
Singapore Literature Prize in 2014. He 
won the Jane Martin Prize in 2015, 
the Martin Starkie Prize in 2014, 
and was also Highly Commended in 
2014’s PBS National Student Poetry 
Competition in the UK. His poetry 
has previously appeared in Cake, 
Spork Press, Cadaverine, and both 
the Asiatic and Mascara Literary 
Reviews. He reads History and Politics 
at Merton College, Oxford, and is 
President of the Oxford University 
Poetry Society.

the author

Theophilus
kwek.

“   There is a pulsing honesty to 
Theo’s writing - at the same 
time sophisticated, resonantly 

simple and childlike in its playfulness. 
Readers will find his joy with words 
and life infectious as they explore the 
turns of phrase in these poems, whose 
meanings extend both inward to a 
core of person-ness we all share, and 
outward to an external world that holds 
continual surprise.

— Aasron Maniam, author of 
Morning at Memory’s Border”
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Gilbert Koh’s poems explore his 
own everyday reality, to uncover the 
many layers that lie hidden below its 
obvious surface. His poems seek to 
give a voice to all those essential yet 
silent aspects of our everyday lives 
that might otherwise slip away and 
pass unnoticed.

Title:  Two Baby Hands
Author:  Gilbert Koh 
ISBN:  981-981-08-3186-8
Dimension: 140mm x 205mm  
Extent:   99
Published: 2009
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry       

Over the years, Gilbert Koh’s poems have 
appeared in many literary anthologies 
and journals around the world, including 
Singapore, Australia, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, the United Kingdom and 
the United States. Some of his works 
have also been published in The Straits 
Times; adapted for theatre; broadcast 
on radio; and selected by the Ministry of 
Education for use as teaching materials in 
Singapore’s secondary schools.

Some poems in Two Baby Hands are 
taken from a previous collection which was 
short-listed for the Singapore Literature 
Prize in 1997.

He works as a lawyer in Singapore. In 
2005, he was the winner of the SPHNAC 
Golden Point Award for Poetry. He was 
also formerly a mentee in the NAC Mentor 
Access Project, a programme for ensuring 
the continued development of young and 
emerging writers in Singapore.

On the Internet, Gilbert is better known 
as Mr Wang, the writer behind the popular 
website Mr Wang Says So. The website 
focuses on social issues and current 
affairs, and is one of Singapore’s best-
known blogs.

the author

gilbert
koh.
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Out of the mundane, a flash of 

lyrical. From the profane, a hint of 
sublime. And always, the inventive 

wordplay that cuts through the skin 
of language. Sucking up the marrow 

of his life, from crisis of faith to 
divorce, from fatherhood to being, 
yes, tattooed. Voices of killers and 

prostitutes. Poems at once intensely 
personal and universal about love, 
God and things that matter to the 

heart. 

Sudden in Youth: New and 
Selected Poems brings together 

the best of ten years of Felix  
Cheong’s poetry, as well as his 

recent writings.

Title:  Sudden in Youth:
  New and Selected   
  Poems 
ISBN:  978-981-08-3412-8 
Dimension: 140mm x 205mm  
Extent:   94
Published: 2009
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

Felix
cheong.

the Author

Felix Cheong is the author of nine 
books, including four volumes of poetry. 
He has also edited a volume of essays 
and written two plays, one of which was 
commissioned for the Singapore Arts 
Festival in 2004. 
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Felix Cheong’s second collection 

of poetry extends the themes 
and concerns of his first book, 

Temptation and Other Poems. At its 
heart is the image of a collapsing 

star that explodes in a fury of light, 
and the poems illuminate both 

the world within and without, in a 
language that is as evocative as 

it is provocative. Drawing from his 
work in the mass media, Cheong 

also comments on how the media 
has turned modern life inside out. 

Taking issues with hype such as the 
Teletubbies and the Starr Report, he 
poses wry questions about the state 

of humanity at the threshold of the 
millennium.

Title:  I Watch the Stars Go Out  
ISBN:  981-04-1127-8 
Dimension: 120mm x 220mm
Extent:  52
Published: 1999
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  PoetryFelix

cheong.

the Author

Alvin Pang is a poet, writer, editor, 
anthologist and translator. His poetry 
has been translated into over fifteen 
languages and he has appeared 
in major festivals and anthologies 
worldwide. 

A Fellow of the University of Iowa’s 
International Writing Program (2002), 
his publications include Testing the 
Silence (1997), City of Rain (2003), 
What Gives Us Our Names (2011), 
Other Things and Other Poems (2012) 
and When The Barbarians Arrive 
(2012).

The anthologies he has curated include 
No Other City: The Ethos Anthology 
of Urban Poetry (2000); Over There: 
Poems from Singapore and Australia 
(co-edited with John Kinsella, 2008); 
and Tumasik: Contemporary Writing 
from Singapore, 2009). 

He is a founding director of The 
Literary Centre, a non-profit initiative 
promoting interdisciplinary capacity, 
multilingual communication, and 
positive social change. Among other 
public engagements, he is presently the 
managing editor of an internationally-
circulated public policy journal. Pang 
was named the 2005 Young Artist of 
the Year for Literature by Singapore’s 
National Arts Council, and was 
conferred the Singapore Youth Award 
(Arts and Culture) in 2007.

ALvin 
Pang.

.58

“         One of Singapore’s most visible 
poets, Pang grows with each book. 
In his poems we hear a voice 

unhurried, confident, and capable of 
carrying diverse humors, and read a 
rhetoric shaded to ironies, surprising 
us with glimpses of contemporary 
experience that affirm yet mock, 
celebrate and unsettle. His poetry 
adds a rich and complex presence to 
the critical mass of urban literature 
now fully emergent from Singapore. 
His poems, at once recognisably 
national and international in reach, 
offer a fresh edgy energy to this 
tradition.

— Professor Shirley Geok-lin Lim Winner of the 
Commonwealth Poetry Prize, 1992 and author 

of ‘Joss and Gold’

”
Title:  City of Rain  
  (revised edition) 
ISBN:  978-981-08-4731-9 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm 
Extent:   210  
Published: 2010
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Poetry
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Title:  Peninsular:  
  Archipelagos and  
  Other Islands  
  (revised edition) 
ISBN:  978-981-08-4908-5
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   98
Published: 2010
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry  

“One really has to admire Daren 
Shiau as a writer. Peninsular has 
its precedent in Shiau’s novel, 

Heartland, which gives its intentions a 
solid credibility.

— Alfian Sa’at, Poet and Playwright”

“This is a collection to savour slowly 
because it provokes thought and 
nudges subtly, and sometimes 

sharply, at the sensibilities and 
conscience. The author convinces one 
that he is actually very much in empathy 
with what is at times agonising, at 
others, deeply perplexing.

— Professor Lee Tzu Pheng, Poet and Cultural 
Medallion for Literature”

.59
Peninsular is built around the 
inescapable motif of islands and 
archipelagos. The collection 
redeems as it explores identity 
and existence through notions of 
fragments, fragmentation and the 
fragility of wholeness.

Daren
shiau.

the Author

Daren Shiau is an award-winning 
fiction writer, poet and editor. He 
was the National Arts Council’s 

Young Artist of the Year in 2002, 
and has been described by The 

Arts Magazine as “among the most 
exciting of the post-1965 generation 

of writers” from Singapore.

.60
Unapologetic, unafraid and 
unyielding, Alfian’s second collection 
of verse delves in greater depth the 
concerns in his first volume and 
moves into reclaiming our collective 
history and memory.

In mining our psyche, he casts light 
where whispers and shadows lurk. 
He draws inspiration from censored 
histories, subsumed myths and 
invokes imagined voices from the 
exiled, demanding of the reader to 
witness the ubiquitous ideological 
fictions that surround us.

This is one of the most dissonant 
and penetrating voices in Singapore 
poetry.

A History of Amnesia is listed 
in the notable books list by the 
Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Award 
(administered by University of San 
Francisco).

Title:  A History of Amnesia 
  (Revised Edition) 
ISBN:  978-981-08-0687-3
Dimension: 110mm x 220mm
Extent:  88
Published: 2008
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Poetry

Alfian
sa’at.

Alfian Sa’at is the Resident 
Playwright of W!LD RICE. His plays 
have been translated into German, 

Swedish and Danish, and they 
have been read and performed in 

Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, London, 
Berlin, Hamburg, Zurich, Munich, 

Copenhagen and Stockholm. 

Alfian was the winner of the SPH-
NAC Golden Point Award for Poetry 

and the Singapore Young Artist 
Award for Literature in 2001. 

the Author
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Born in 1947, Yeng Pway Ngon is a 
poet, novelist, playwright and critic who 
has published 24 volumes of poetry, 
essays, fiction, plays and literary 
criticism in the Chinese language. He 
has been translated into English, Malay 
and Dutch. 

A recipient of Singapore’s 2003 Cultural 
Medallion for Literature, Yeng was 
one of the signature modern poets of 
Malaya in the 1960s, and was editor 
and publisher of two literary magazines, 
Teahouse in the 1980s and Encounter 
in the 1990s. In 2000 he was a Fellow 
of the Taipei International Writers-in-
Residence program organised by the 
Cultural Bureau of Taipei. His novel 
A Man Like Me won a National Book 
Development’s Book Award in 1988. 
He continued to work quietly away from 
the spotlight for more than a decade 
but emerged again with a novel Tumult 
which won the Singapore Literature 
Prize in 2004. His novel Trivialities 
About Me and Myself was named by 
Yazhou Zhoukan [Asiaweek magazine] 
as one of the Ten Best Chinese Novels 
in the World for 2006; it also received 
the Singapore Literature Prize in 2008.

yeng
pway ngon.

.62
Poems 1 [Rebellion] is a selection 

of Yeng Pway Ngon’s works 
published between 1967 and 1970, 
a period in which his poetry openly 

confronts issues of urban modernity, 
consumerism and apathy, social 

decadence and cultural decay, moral 
hypocrisy, and the corruption of power. 

This is the first of a series of chapbooks 
in translation which will explore the 

range of Yeng’s poetry from the 1960s 
to the present.

Individual Book Details:

Poems 1 [Rebellion]  ISBN 978-981-08-6022-6
Poems 2 [Personal Notes] ISBN 978-981-07-2984-4
Poems 3 [Self-exile]  ISBN 978-981-07-3462-6
Poems 4 [Resurgence]  ISBN 978-981-07-3463-3
Poems 5 [Other Thoughts]  ISBN 978-981-07-3464-0

Translators:  Alvin Pang, Judith Huang 
   and Goh Beng Choo 
Genre:   Poetry 
   (Chinese poems with 
   English Translations) 

.61 
Box Set Details:

ISBN:  978-981-07-3793-1
Box Size:   120mm x 205mm  
Year:  2012
Finish:  Gift Set 

All	five	chapbooks	are	packaged	together	into	a	
gift box set and sold as an entire collection, and 
as a collectible.

     Published by The Literary Centre
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Poems 3 [Self-Exile] is a selection of 
Yeng Pway Ngon’s works published 
between 1968 and 1981, addressing the 
themes of withdrawal, disillusionment 
and exile. However, beneath the surface 
of the looming pessimism of middle-age, 
Yeng retains his stubborn resilience and 
resistance, and these poems sketch a 
portrait of an artist still defiantly creating 
in his relentlessly pragmatic society. 
This is the third in a series of chapbooks 
featuring new English translations which 
explore the range of Yeng’s poetry from 
the 1960s to the present.

.63
Poems 2 [Personal Notes] is a selection 
of Yeng Pway Ngon’s works published 
between 1969 and 1986, showcasing 
his more intimate poems, in which he 
explores the private spheres of love, 
loss and longing. In these poems, Yeng 
talks about the experiences of coming of 
age, serving National Service and living 
abroad, all filtered through his unique 
voice and philosophy. These poems also 
demonstrate his development as a poet 
as the tone of his poems turned from a 
more youthful and confrontational style to 
a more subdued, contemplative one. This 
is the second in a series of chapbooks 
featuring new English translations which 
explore the range of Yeng’s poetry from 
the 1960s to the present.

.66
Poems 5 [Other Thoughts] is a 
selection of Yeng Pway Ngon’s works 
published between 1967 and 2003. 
Dealing with more public themes 
including repression, societal injustice 
or national tragedies such as the SARS 
crisis, the poems in this collection are 
covertly and overtly political. At times 
sardonic, at others outright polemical, 
they are trademark Yeng in their sincerity, 
social consciousness and inventiveness. 
This is the fifth and final volume in a 
series of chapbooks featuring new 
English translations which explore the 
range of Yeng’s poetry from the 1960s to 
the present.

.65
Poems 4 [Resurgence] is a selection 
of Yeng Pway Ngon’s works published 
between 1990 and 2003. Marking a period 
of renewed innovation and creativity 
since the poems collected in Self-exile, 
these works showcase Yeng’s trademark 
sardonic tone, now with an even stronger 
dose of off-kilter surrealism. This volume 
also documents innovations in form, 
with experiments in prosepoems, poems 
inspired by classical Chinese poetry 
as well as a strong, dominant vein of 
lyric poetry. They offer glimpses into the 
frenetic pace of life in an ever-changing 
city, as well as the deeper constancy and 
intimacy of mature love. 

This is the fourth in a series of chapbooks 
featuring new English translations which 
explore the range of Yeng’s poetry from 
the 1960s to the present.
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non-fiction

Title:  Remains:
  A Singapore Journey
ISBN:  978-981-09-6181-7
Dimension: 145mm x 210mm  
Extent:   208
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:	 	 Non-fiction,	History

   .67
The mausoleum of a Muslim saint stands 

next to an elevated coastal expressway. 
The Latin-inscribed tombstones of Christian 

missionaries lay half-buried and forgotten 
between bungalows and a childcare center. 
A quarantine station and detention facility is 

turned into a series of dormitories for tourists. 
And then there is the improbable shrine to a 

German girl turned goddess of luck.

Remains is an unorthodox travelogue, a 
journey through graveyards, stations, and 
assorted remnants of Singapore’s past. It 

is also an effort to document locations and 
preserve stories in an island-city that shape-
shifted from colonial backwater to glistening 

business hub at breakneck speed. 

The book attempts a look at another 
Singapore, which is almost a neglected twin 

to the one everyone knows. It reconstructs 
a cultural past which is falling victim to 
a unique, if unavoidable, vanishing act; 
a past barely preserved in the form of 

faded gravestones, crumbling aluminum 
watchtowers, repainted barracks, barricaded 

hospitals, neglected theme parks and 
dismantled rail tracks.

At the same time, Remains is a meditation 
on the policies of development and heritage 
preservation and a deeply personal account 

of the history and the aesthetic appeal of the 
decayed, the forsaken and the 

bizarre in Singapore.

the author

kostas
ikonomopoulos.

Born in Greece in 1976. Kostas studied at 
Athens University and after being granted a 
state scholarship, he did postgraduate studies 
in Philosophy at the Manchester Metropolitan 
University. After completing his studies, 
he spent time with an NGO; fundraised in 
Scandinavia and did Development Work in a 
South African township for six months.

He spent seven years in China working mostly 
as a Project Manager, first for a small trading 
and outsourcing firm and then for a gaming 
multinational. In 2010, he moved to Singapore, 
where he has lived ever since, being employed 
in the science publishing field.

He has an enduring interest in cultural 
preservation, colonial architecture, derelict 
monuments and urban decay. Remains is his 
first book.

Title:  Faith In Architecture:  
  50 Houses of Worship  
  in Singapore
ISBN:  978-981-09-5373-7
Dimension: 230mm x 230mm  
Extent:   212
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:	 	 Non-fiction,	Faith,		 	
  Architecture

   .68
“This book you are holding is 

designed to take you on a sacred 
journey through its pages. In fact, it 
is a journey that all of us take daily, 
just by walking along the streets of 

Singapore.”

Often we are not fully aware of the 
artistic, diverse and divine features of

more than a thousand houses of 
worship, which surround us in this 
small, culturally diverse city-state. 
This semi-photobook is a humble 

attempt to give 50 of these sacred 
sands/stones the voice required 

to share their stories with us and 
for us to move a little closer to 

understanding and appreciating the 
art and culture of major faiths being 

practised both locally and globally. 
Complementing the reflections and 
photography in the book are astute 

sketches by renowned Singapore 
artist, Dr Ho Chee Lick.

the editor

Gül
İnanç.
     Sample pages
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Title:  Under a Shadow
ISBN:  978-981-09-6456-6
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   129
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:	 	 Non-fiction,	Memoir

   .69
“Mum, what’s happening? 

Are we poor?”

“Your father has gotten into 
some trouble.”

“What kind of trouble?”

When Singapore surrendered to 
Japan in 1942, Rosaly Puthucheary 

was only six years old. Under A 
Shadow offers her personal account 
of what it was like growing up during 

those precarious years under the 
Japanese occupation. Despite the 

hardships of war, her childhood, 
as seen through the eyes of a 

precocious child, was not entirely 
marred and remained a relatively 

happy one. 

The fortune of her family runs a 
similar parallel to the difficulties 

which the people experienced 
during the fall of Singapore. With 

this memoir, Rosaly shares intimate 
details of her childhood and how it 

was affected living under an ever 
looming and threatening shadow.

the author

rosaly
puthucheary.
Rosaly Puthucheary, a Singaporean 
with roots in Johor Bahru taught 
English Literature in Anglo-Chinese 
Junior College from 1984 to 2001. 
She retired from teaching in 2001. 
Th e degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
was conferred on her in February 
2006 from the National University of 
Singapore.

In addition to the present book, her 
major publications include Pillow Your 
Dreams (1978), The Fragmented 
Ego (1978), Dance On His Doorsteps 
(1992), Footfalls in the Rain (2008), 
Mirrored Mirages (2008), Different 
Voices (2009), The Tessellated Path 
(2009), In the Wake of Terror (2012) 
and My Burning Hill (2012).

Title:  Riot Recollections
ISBN:  978-981-09-3238-1
Dimension: 230mm x 230mm  
Extent:   80
Published: 2014 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:	 	 Non-fiction

   .70
The riot that struck Little India on 
8 December 2013 was the worst 
outbreak of violence Singapore 

had experienced in four decades. 
Within minutes, updates—and 

judgments—poured in thick and 
fast from netizens around the island 

and beyond. Both mainstream and 
alternative media issued their own 

explanations of the events that 
unfolded that night. Issues of class, 

the treatment of migrant workers 
and the efficiency of the riot force, 

amongst others, were brought to 
light for scrutiny in the conversations 

that followed. When rioters were 
often simply referred to as a mob—

whether unruly and inebriated or 
as victims of xenophobia and slack 
legislation—it is easy to forget that 

individuals were involved.

Riot Recollections brings us 
back to the ground and to the 

individuals who were in the thick 
of events at Race Course Road. 

As the noise from disgruntled and 
shocked Singaporeans die down, 

the witnesses now speak, offering a 
glimpse into a place that still carries 

the trauma of the riot long after all 
debris has been cleared.

the authors

Zakaria
zainal &
Prabu
silvam.
     Sample pages
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Title:  The Invisible Force: 
  Singapore Gurkhas
ISBN:  978-981-09-1099-0
Dimension: 230mm x 230mm  
Extent:   88
Published: 2014 
Finish:  Hardback 
Genre:	 	 Non-fiction

   .71
The Gurkhas need no introduction, 

with their storied reputation built 
up over two centuries of battlefield 

exploits around the world. A unit 
of these Nepalese warriors have 
been serving Singapore for more 
than 65 years, yet precious little 

is known about them. Indeed, the 
Gurkha Contingent clashed with 
communists and militant unions 

in its early days and continues 
to protect the island state’s most 

important places and people even 
today.

Discover the untold story of the 
Singapore Gurkha through the eyes 
of different generations who carried 
the famed kukri blade: The rigorous, 

punishing training that forges elite 
soldiers; the family lives of these 
paramilitary policemen; and the 

lengths their sons go to follow in 
their fathers’s footsteps.

Above all, The Invisible Force 
reveals the loyalty and gratitude 

the Gurkha has for Singapore, and 
the struggles he and his family 
face upon retirement, including 

an unresolved request for better 
employment terms.

the authors

Chong
zi liang with
Zakaria zainal

     Sample pages
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Can a life weave along through the 

same notes and yet come to play forth 
different sounds?

The Sound of Sch is the true story of 
a journey with mental illness, beautifully 

told by Danielle Lim from a time when 
she grew up witnessing her uncle’s 

untold struggle with a crippling mental 
and social disease, and her mother’s 

difficult role as caregiver. The story 
takes place between 1961 and 1994, 

backdropped by a fast-globalising 
Singapore where stigmatisation of 

persons afflicted with mental illness 
nevertheless remains deep-seated. 
Unflinchingly raw and honest in its 

portrayal of living with schizophrenia, 
The Sound of Sch is a moving account 
of human resiliency and sacrifice in the 

face of brokenness.

Title:  The Sound of Sch: 
  a mental breakdown,  
  a life journey
ISBN:  978-981-09-1853-8 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   180
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Non-Fiction, Memoir

“... an engrossing journey into the 
unnoticed and hidden world of those 
living with mental illness – the afflicted and 

their caregivers ... Danielle’s from-the-heart 
depiction intrigues you as you turn the pages. 
I am humbled by the unsung efforts, difficult 
sacrifices and courage of the afflicted and 
their caregivers as they live through each day. 
The life journey of Danielle’s uncle and mother 
reminds me once again that we can find great 
beauty and resilience in brokenness, even if we 
cannot find an answer, a reason or a purpose. 
An impactful, moving book.

 
— Ms Emily Tan, Family Physician”

Danielle Lim holds Master of Arts 
and Bachelor of Arts degrees from 
The University of Oxford.  Based 
in Singapore, she has written for 
a national gallery as Curator of 
the Ministry of Education Heritage 
Centre.  In that capacity she wrote 
over a hundred short stories featured 
as part of the heritage gallery. Her 
professional experience includes 11 
years at management level in the 
tertiary/global education sector, and 
6 years in the financial sector.  As of 
2014, Danielle is an Adjunct Lecturer 
at Nanyang Polytechnic, as well as 
Associate Lecturer at the Republic 
Polytechnic.

the author

Danielle
lim.
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Troublemaker is a collection of Bertha 

Henson’s columns from her blog, 
Bertha Harian, as well as the now 
defunct Breakfast Network. They 
represent her take on the news of 

the day, spanning political and social 
happenings in Singapore from the 

middle of 2012. Sometimes serious, 
sometimes hilarious, Bertha brings 

her own inimitable style to news 
commentary, raising questions and 

zooming in on issues that concern the 
citizenry.

Title:  Troublemaker
ISBN:  978-981-09-1473-8 
Dimension: 145mm x 210mm  
Extent:   468
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Non-Fiction, 
  Socio-political,  
  Commentaries

Bertha Henson worked in the 
Singapore Press Holdings stable of 

newspapers for 26 years, her last 
designation being Associate Editor 

of The Straits Times, Singapore’s 
national broadsheet. In 2012, she left 

the organisation to start her own media 
consultancy, Newsmakers, and to teach 
at the National University of Singapore. 

She is Journalist-in-residence at 
Tembusu College in NUS. She started 

blogging at Bertha Harian the day after 
she left SPH employment and launched 
Breakfast Network, a semi-professional 

news and views website with friends 
and undergraduates in early 2013. The 

website closed its operations at the 
end of the year because she and fellow 

editors declined to meet registration 
requirements imposed by the Media 

Development Authority. She still blogs 
at Bertha Harian.

the Author

Bertha
henson.

.74
Over the last decade, M Ravi has 
been involved in some of the most 
high profile and politically sensitive 
legal cases in Singapore. Because 
of his courageous stands in such 
areas as the mandatory death 
penalty, the free press and the free 
exchange of differing opinions, free 
religious expression, and gay rights, 
he has come to be seen by many as 
the leading human rights lawyer in 
the Lion City.

What are the springs of this 
commitment and the moral strengths 
that allow him to continue? 

To answer this, Ravi takes us back 
to his roots in one of Singapore’s 
few multi-racial kampongs. 
The lessons he learnt — about 
family, cooperation with others, 
compassion, justice — have infused 
much of his life.

M Ravi studied at the National 
University of Singapore, finishing with 
an Arts degree. He then studied Law 
at the University of Cardiff in Wales. 
He was admitted to the Singapore 
Bar in the mid-1990’s and over the 
last decade has been involved as 
lead lawyer or supporting voice in 
some of the Lion City’s highest-profile 
cases. His work in the field of human 
rights has made him a recognised 
and respected figure not only within 
Singapore, but also internationally.

the Author

M Ravi.

“Kampong Boy provides insights into the 
the growth of the author as a central figure 
in anti-death penalty activism in Singapore 

and in the international struggle for a world 
without executions. Writing as an individual 
whose difficult childhood increased his sense 
of justice and feelings for the suffering of 
others, his memoir includes moving accounts 
of several high-profile capital cases. It is a 
crucial contribution to the history of Singapore.

— Margaret John, Coordinator for Singapore and 
Malaysia, Amnesty International Canada

”
Title:  Kampong Boy
ISBN:  978-981-07-5755-7 
Dimension: 145mm x 210mm
Extent:   270
Published: 2013 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:	 	 Non-fiction,		 	
  Autobiography
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There are many things a mother longs 

to tell her daughter about growing up, to 
prepare her for the adult world, to share 

a bit of herself and to link her with her 
heritage. My Daughter, My Friend is 

a set of personal letters in which Irene 
Chua shares her deepest thoughts as a 
mother with her daughter, Ming, as she 

approaches womanhood. 
 

Written when her daughter was 17 
till she turned 21, these letters, while 

celebrating that unique relationship 
between a mother and a growing up 
daughter, provides valuable insights 

into life, which mothers sometimes 
wished they knew how to put across 

and daughters wish their own mothers 
had talked to them about.

the Author

Irene
Chua.

Title:  My Daughter, 
  My Friend: Letters To  
  A Daughter
ISBN:  978-981-07-5830-1 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm
Extent:   182
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:	 	 Non-fiction,		 	
  Inspirational

Irene Chua Hwee Kee enjoys her 
children and grandchildren, reading, 
writing and drawing when she is not 

working as a dentist in her clinic. She 
started writing when she was in her 

thirties, and contributed to the Straits 
Times as a freelance writer in the 

1980s and 1990s. She also wrote for 
magazines like — Her World, GO, 

Young Parents, Your Healthcare Guide 
and Impact. This is the new edition of 

her book first published in 1996.

“Heartwarming and so human, Irene 
has crossed cultures with her honest 
upfront approach to the mother-daughter 

relationship. Blessed with a unique style, she 
offers love and advice wrapped up in a truly 
satisfying read.
  — Caroline Gregory, who 

has a son and a daughter in their 20s”

.76
This book tells the stories of a 
boy with autism living in a world 
he views in his own, special way. 
His take on the routines of daily 
life would seem, to most people, a 
plunge into an extraordinary world 
of the unexpected and inexplicable. 
As seen through his sister’s eyes, 
the stories chronicle his growing-
up years, and his adventures and 
misadventures — the quirky, the 
funny and the downright miraculous. 
It is also a sharing of the little-
known, yet engaging, stories of 
individuals with special needs and 
other unsung heroes: their families, 
teachers and doctors.

Title:  Ordinary Stories In An  
  Extraordinary World
ISBN:  978-981-07-1800-8 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   184
Published: 2012
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Biography, Autism,   
	 	 Non-fiction

“An excellent account of the writer’s 
candid experiences with her autistic 
sibling as well as daily struggles her 

family has to cope with. Free of jargon, it is 
an easy read that provides an insight into the 
autism world, and allows readers to peer into 
the mind and understand the idiosyncratic 

behaviours of an autistic individual.

 — Dr Noel Chia Kok Hwee, Assistant 
Professor, Early Childhood & Special Education 

Academic Group, NIE
”Aqilah Teo is a preschool teacher 

and freelance writer who has 
worked with children ranging 

from preschoolers to teenagers. 
Her brother’s autism led to her 

fascination with psychology and 
epistemology. She hopes to shine a 
spotlight on the special needs world 

through the stories in this book.

the Author

aqilah
Teo.
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the Author

Lishan
chan.

Lishan Chan suffered from an 
episode of psychosis in 2008. She is 

now a mental health advocate with 
an ambition to stamp out stigma. 

Lishan has an MSc in Philosophy 
of Science from the London School 
of Economics and Political Science. 

She is also an alumnus of Raffles 
Girls School.

.77
This is a personal and philosophical 
account of schizophrenia that aims 
to raise awareness of mental health 
issues. The personal aspect of the 
book reveals the gritty reality of what 
it is like to have schizophrenia, and 
explores issues faced by those with 
mental illness, such as secrecy and 
recovery. The philosophical
aspect of the book raises questions 
concerning the nature of mental 
illness, such as whether or not mental 
illness is ultimately physical or mental. 
Referencing contemporary debates, 
such as whether madness is a disease 
or a culturally-determined label, this 
book is relevant not only to persons 
with an interest in a true story of 
psychosis, but also to those with an 
interest in the relationship between 
philosophy and madness.

Title:  A Philosopher’s Madness
ISBN:  978-981-07-2444-3 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   110
Published: 2012
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:	 	 Creative	Non-fiction,		
  Biography

an-tho-lo-gies.
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From Walden to Woodlands is an 
interfaith anthology of poetry about 

nature in Singapore. Showcasing 
a diverse range of writings from a 

kaleidoscope of faith perspectives, 
this collection draws inspiration 

from native flora, fauna, and 
natural habitats, besides exploring 

humanity’s relationship with the 
environment. Poets featured include 

familiar names in the Singapore 
literary landscape like Alfian Sa’at, 

Wena Poon, and Gilbert Koh. 
Accessible and compelling, this 

anthology is a timely and essential 
source text for individuals interested 
in faith, nature, or the environment, 

as well as students and teachers 
of literature.  The writings provide a 

glimpse of the imaginative richness, 
penetrating insights, and haunting 
beauty that can be found in nature 

and spirituality.

Title:  From Walden to
  Woodlands: An anthology 
  of Nature Poems
ISBN:  978-981-09-6313-2
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   120
Published: Sept 2015 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

the Editors

Ow Yeong
Wai Kit
& Muzakkir
samat.

“Spirituality and the natural environment 
are two resources often overlooked 
in Singapore. In linking them, the 

path-breaking poems in From Walden to 
Woodlands provide new spaces of openness 
and questioning, offering possibilities for 
renewal, contemplation and then action in the 
social world.

— Prof Philip Holden, Department of English 
Language & Literature, National University of 

Singapore

”
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UNION is a creative conversation 
between US and Singapore, 
celebrating the rich constellation 
of shared nuances between both 
places, exploring the boundaries, 
the liminal and even the antithesis 
of the ways that connect the two. 
A groundbreaking anthology co-
published by international online 
journal Drunken Boat and Singapore 
publishing stalwart Ethos Books. 

Ravi Shankar is Poet-in-Residence 
and Associate Professor of 

English at Central Connecticut 
State University, Chairman of the 

Connecticut Young Writers Trust and 
the founding editor of Drunken Boat

Alvin Pang was Singapore’s Young 
Artist of the Year for Literature 
in 2005. A poet, writer, editor 
and anthologist, he has been 

translated into more than fifteen 
languages and has appeared in 
major festivals and publications 
worldwide. A Fellow of the Iowa 

International Writing Program, 
his recent publications include 

Tumasik: Contemporary Writing 
from Singapore (Autumn Hill) 

and When the Barbarians Arrive 
(Arc Publications). Among many 

engagements, he teaches Poetry 
Writing at Yale-NUS College.

the Editors

Title:  UNION: 15 Years of   
  Drunken Boat, 50 Years
  of Writing from   
  Singapore
ISBN:  978-981-09-6489-4
Dimension: 150mm x 230mm  
Extent:   640
Published: Sept 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry, Prose, literary  
  essays, visual poetry

Alvin Pang
& Ravi
Shankar.

.80
Glimpse into the lives of Filipinos in 
Singapore, and see Singapore from 
their eyes. This Philippine-Singapore 
anthology presents a spread of 
concerns written in three genres by 
30 contributors. The essays, stories 
and poems trace well-travelled routes 
of family, friendship, faith, and love; 
they enter intimate spaces opened 
up by the sleight of the writer’s hand, 
experiences that would have been 
closed to the naked eye and an 
unimaginative heart. 

A natural complement to Love 
Gathers All, the first-ever anthology 
of Philippines-Singapore love 
poems, Get Lucky nourishes the 
bonds between members of these 
two countries by furthering the 
understanding of assumptions, 
beliefs as well as behaviours that are 
common or that divide.

Manuelita Contreras-Cabrera is a journalist/
editor and currently works in a research firm. 

She first came to Singapore in 2004 as an 
ASEAN scholar and has been based here 

since. While the bulk of her writing portfolio is 
in business and finance, she dabbles in fiction 
writing and has published short stories in the 

Philippines. She won first prize for her story 
“Sulat sa Birhen” at the 65th Carlos Palanca 

Memorial Awards for Literature.

Migs C Bravo-Dutt has contributed poetry 
to literary journal Ceriph, SingPoWriMo, and 

From Walden To Woodlands: An Anthology of 
Nature Poems. Her short fiction is forthcoming 

in New Asian Short Stories 2015. She is a 
member of the Write Forward Class of 2011, 

organised by the British Council and Birkbeck 
College, and a participant of the Iceland 

Writers Retreat in 2014. 

Eric Tinsay Valles seeks to give witness 
to hope amid the fragility of human nature. 

His poetry has been featured in &Words, 
Reflecting on the Merlion, Ceriph, Southeast 

Asian Review of English, Routledge’s New 
Writing: The International Journal for the 
Practice and Theory of Creative Writing 

and other journals.  He won a Goh Sin Tub 
Creative Writing prize for poems that form the 
core of his second book, After the Fall (dirges 

among ruins). His first poetry collection is 
A World in Transit.

the Editors

Title:  Get Lucky: An   
  Anthology of Philippine  
  and Singapore Writings
ISBN:  978-981-09-7247-9
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   122
Published: 2015
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Literary Essays, Poetry,  
  Short Stories

Manuelita Contreras-
Cabrera, Migs C 
Bravo-Dutt, & 
Eric Tinsay Valles
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This is an exciting offering of poems 

from a constellation of teacher-
writers, including published and 

familiar authors such as Ann Ang, 
Ken Mizusawa, Eric Tinsay Valles, 
Christine Chia, Patricia Maria Tan, 

Heng Siok Tian, David Leo and 
Oliver Seet.

What makes this anthology worth 
the reader’s precious time is 

more than the poets’ acuity of 
perception, and their particularities 
of style; being educators, they have 
contributed with a view to inspiring 

the reader’s imagination. The poems 
have been arranged in a manner 
to stimulate the creative writer in 

each and every reader. The English 
Language Institute of Singapore is 

proud to present this debut collection 
by teacher-writers in Singapore.

Title:  Sound of Mind:
  A Teacher-Writers
  Anthology of Poems
  and Prompts
ISBN:  978-981-09-2271-9 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm
Extent:   104
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

“In a world in which the young are 
more and more drawn into technology-
induced isolation where much is 

received second-hand, and the real world 
increasingly-- in real time -- shut out, these 
poems offered by teachers make their point. 
In themselves they offer students things to 
see and ponder away from the smart phones 
and ipads; occasions to connect with minds 
and sensibilities that have spoken from 
first-hand encounters, deploying the powers 
of language and the imagination to present 
human and unique experiences.

 — Anne Lee Tzu Pheng, Poet and 
Singapore Cultural Medallion Winner)”

the Editors

Philip
McConnell &
Genevieve
Wong.
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Red Pulse II is a rich chronicle 

illuminating the growth of twenty-
two young Singapore poets, who, 

as a community, write to shape and 
order private and collective, national 

worlds, to reconcile tensions within 
fragile and fraught relationships, and 
to split open unspoken pasts toward 

a future forward in poems that 
crystallise philosophy, pain and play.

Title:  Red Pulse II: Poetry to  
  a Local Beat
ISBN:  978-981-09-2346-4
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   108
Published: 2014 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

Kevin Lam is a third-year student 
studying Psychology at the National 
University of Singapore. He enjoys 
travelling around Singapore to 
discover new things and places.

Tan Xiang Yeow enjoys words—how 
they sound, taste and resonate. To 
him, the dynamic matrix of alphabets 
can be frustratingly ambiguous but in 
this ambiguity, he senses tantalising 
possibilities.

the Editors

kevin lam
& tan xiang
yeow.

“These poems are to be read aloud, to 
be returned to again and again, in order 
to extract the full pleasure they offer, the 

readers like bees to visit the nectar-filled and 
pollen-heavy lines.

— Shirley Geok-lin Lim, recipient of Commonwealth 
Poetry Prize and two American Book Awards

”

“An engaging gathering of promising 
talents, astute, perceptive, attentive to 
everyday, impressively accomplished in 

technique and mature in voice.

— Boey Kim Cheng, poet and author of 
Between Stations

”
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Kepulauan: A Collection of Poems 
is a refreshing anthology capturing 
the spirit of diversity in an archipelago 
of poetic expression. Birthed from 
the poetry workshops in Nanyang 
Technological University’s Creative 
Writing Programme under the 
mentorship of established writers, 
such as Boey Kim Cheng and Jennifer 
Crawford, Kepulauan showcases the 
best works of promising young poets 
who have come up with fresh ways 
of reading Singapore and the wider 
world.

Zhang Jieqiang’s poems have 
appeared in Quarterly Literary 

Review Singapore, One Imperative, 
and SARE: Southeast Asian Review 

of English.

Muhammad Hidhir Bin MD 
Razak uses his writing as an outlet 

for pent-up emotions, persistent 
thoughts, and rogue plot-bunnies. 

His first love was writing fiction but 
he has since become intoxicated 

by the elegance of verse. He 
is currently learning to enjoy 

obsessing over drafts of his own 
work, both poetry and prose.

Marcus Tan Yi-hern enjoys 
conversation and coffee, the latter 
perhaps a bit too much. He hopes 

to share in pretty sentences the 
thoughts that keep him up at night.

the Editors

Title:  Kepulauan: A   
  Collection of Poems
ISBN:  978-981-09-2492-8
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm  
Extent:   158
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry

Zhang Jieqiang, 
Hidhir Razak & 
Marcus Tan Yi-hern
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Every year, between 2011 and 
2013, the Singapore Writers Festival 
invited eight Singapore writers to 
embark on a sobering journey – to 
meet with a segment of Singapore’s 
population whose plights and 
struggles in life are often left in the 
shadows. This special project was 
named Passages. From informal 
conversations with senior citizens 
at a hospice or their homes, low-
income families trying to make ends 
meet, and former offenders who had 
spent time in prison, these writers 
were inspired to pen their original 
tales of hardship and heartbreak, 
often depicting how the human spirit 
can triumph over great adversities. 
This anthology compiles a selection 
of stories from all the three years of 
the project.  

Featured authors: 
Stephanie Ye, Yeo Wei Wei, Kristina 
Tom, O Thiam Chin, Wong Shu Yun, 
Jeremy Tiang, Noor Hasnah Adam, 
Quek Shin Yi, S Anparasan, 
Marc Nair, Han Han and Dave Chua. 

Title:  Passages: Stories of   
  Unspoken Journeys 
ISBN:  978-981-07-7695-4 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm
Extent:   204
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

the Editor

Yong
Shu Hoong.
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Here and Beyond: 12 Stories | 
A Study Companion serves as 
a readable and illuminating study 
companion to the anthology. The 
author presents detailed analyses of 
the themes, characters and stylistic 
features of each story, allowing 
readers to access the nuances of 
these stories and the issues that 
they collectively raise.

Accompanying each chapter of the 
study companion are discussion 
questions and activities which will 
enable users to develop their own 
interpretations and critical insights, 
thereby enriching their enjoyment 
and appreciation of the stories as 
well as the study of literature. This 
study companion is an invaluable 
resource for students and teachers 
who are reading and studying the 
anthology. 

Ian Tan holds a first class honours in 
English Literature from the National 

University of Singapore. He currently 
teaches English Literature at Raffles 

Institution (Junior College). He has 
previously taught English Literature 

and English Language in CHIJ St 
Nicholas Girls’ School (Secondary), 

and has conducted numerous 
workshops, book clubs and poetry 

circles for secondary school English 
Literature teachers. He has published 

a study guide on John Wyndham’s 
The Chrysalids which was widely 

used by students and teachers from 
secondary schools.

the Author

Title:  Here and Beyond: 
  12 Stories | A Study  
  Companion
ISBN:  978-981-09-1778-4
Dimension: 175mm x 250mm  
Extent:   80
Published: 2014
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Study Guide 

Ian
tan.
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This is an anthology of twelve 

stories from twelve unique 
Singaporean voices: S. Rajaratnam, 

Yeo Wei Wei, Goh Sin Tub, Simon 
Tay, Stephanie Ye, Alfian Sa’at, 

Suchen Christine Lim, Wena 
Poon, O Thiam Chin, ClaireTham, 

Philip Jeyaretnam and Felix 
Cheong. 

These stories chart the emotional 
ups and downs of protagonists who 

strive to find meaning against the 
backdrop of negotiations between 
the local and the global, between 

the past and an ever-changing, 
urbanised present. Rediscovering 

the self and the value of 
relationships form the focus of these 
tales, which range from the realistic 

to the surreal, with the occasional 
epiphany about one’s mortality and 
the meaning of existence within the 

bustling city.

Here and Beyond:12 Stories is a 
prescribed English literature text on 
the Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘O’-

Level syllabus. 

Title:  Here and Beyond: 
  12 Stories
ISBN:  978-981-07-7991-7
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   260
Published: 2014 
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

Cyril Wong completed his doctoral 
degree in English Literature at the 
National University of Singapore in 
2012. He is the Singapore Literature 
Prize-winning author of twelve poetry 
collections, a volume of stories, one 
novel, and editor of an anthology of 
Singaporean poetry and prose. He 
serves as co-editor for the Quarterly 
Literary Review Singapore and 
was the founding editor of the poetry 
webjournal, SOFTBLOW. His poems 
and essays have been published in 
journals and anthologies in Singapore 
and abroad.

the Editor

Cyril
wong.
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Loh Chin Ee is an Assistant Professor in the English Language and Literature 
Academic Group at the National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological 

University. She is the coeditor of Teaching Literature in Singapore Secondary 
Schools (Pearson, 2013) and her research interests are in Literature education and 

literacy practices at the nexus of globalisation.

the Editors

Loh
Chin EE.

Angelia Poon is Associate Professor of English Literature at the National 
Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University. She is the author of 

Enacting Englishness in the Victorian Period: Colonialism and the Politics 
of Performance (Ashgate, 2008) as well as co-editor of Writing Singapore: An 

Historical Anthology of Literature in English (NUS Press, 2009) and Sexuality 
and Contemporary Literature (Cambria Press, 2012). Her research interests 

include postcolonial theory, globalisation studies, contemporary writing, and 
Singapore literature.  

Angelia
Poon.

Esther Vincent currently teaches English Language and Literature at St. Hilda’s 
Secondary School. Recently taken to writing poetry, her poems have been 

published in Ceriph and online at Message in a Bottle Poetry Magazine (Editorial 
13). She also co-edited enl*ght, an educational newsletter internally produced 

and managed by students of NIE, disseminated to educators nationwide. She is 
enthusiastic about learning as much as she can as she journeys on in an Education 

career, and contributing whatever knowledge she has to the teaching profession. 

Esther
Vincent.
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Catching crickets after school, 
waiting for class to end, playing with 
lanterns during Mid-Autumn festival, 
observing one’s grandfather cut 
his nails, watching the rain and the 
world go by – these are some of the 
little things that the poems in this 
anthology explore. 

In this selection of more than 80 
poems from Singapore and around 
the world, poets look afresh at things 
mundane and universal, from birth to 
growing up and first love to old age 
and death.  Works by established 
Singapore poets such as Boey Kim 
Cheng, Lee Tzu Pheng, Arthur Yap 
and Cyril Wong and well-known 
international poets such as e. e. 
cummings, Billy Collins, Derek 
Walcott and Raymond Carver are 
set alongside poems by younger 
published poets such as Joshua Ip, 
Teng Qian Xi and Theophilus Kwek 
and previously unpublished poems in 
this refreshing anthology.

Arranged in six broad sections – 
Little Things, Growing Up, People 
Around Us, Going Places, Love 
and Loss, and On Words – this 
anthology will appeal to readers both 
young and old with poems that are 
quirky, delightful, sad and reflective.

Title:  Little Things: 
  an anthology of   
  poetry
ISBN:  978-981-07-7140-9 
Dimension: 120mm x 200mm
Extent:   163
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry
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In this Teachers’ Guide, Loh Chin 

Ee, Angelia Poon and Esther Vincent 
introduce effective and inspirational 

ideas and strategies for teaching 
poetry in the secondary Literature 

classroom that both beginning and 
veteran teachers of Literature will 

find useful and invigorating. Besides 
providing a comprehensive guide to 

what beginning students of Literature 
need to understand about reading 

poetry, the Teachers’ Guide promises 
to challenge intermediate and 

advanced students with its segment 
on creative writing and writing about 

Literature. 
Designed as an accompaniment 

to Little Things: an Anthology of 
Poetry, the Teachers’ Guide may be 

used independently as a resource 
for Literature teaching. Lesson ideas, 

reproducible handouts as well as 
rubrics for creative and essay writing 

are included.

Title:  Teaching Poetry To 
   Adolescents: 
  a Teachers’ Guide to  
  Little Things
ISBN:  978-981-07-7990-0 
Dimension: 210mm x 280mm  
Extent:   126
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Teaching resource

the Editors

Loh
Chin EE.
Angelia
Poon.
Esther
Vincent.

the Editors
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There is no other city quite like 
Singapore, and yet, no other city 
which these voices might call their 
own. The Ethos Anthology of 
Urban Poetry brings together a 
rich spectrum of poetic voices and 
visions at work in Singapore today, 
from published poets such as 
Boey Kim Cheng, Lee Tzu Pheng, 
Arthur Yap, Alfian Sa’at, Ng Yi-
sheng and Teng Qian Xi. All have 
one thing in common: they have 
known the city for most of their 
lives, and their sense of identity is 
deeply intertwined with the urban 
and cosmopolitan landscape of the 
modern Asia metropolis.

This anthology attempts to capture 
the dynamic interplay between 
people and places caught in the 
throes of a new urban reality, 
wrought within one generation of 
independence.

Title:  No Other City:  
  The Ethos Anthology  
  of Urban Poetry
Editors:   Alvin Pang, Aaron Lee
ISBN:  981-04-2276-8
Dimension: 150mm x 230mm  
Extent:   208
Published: 2000
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry       

Aaron
Lee.

Aaron Lee is a lawyer and poet. 
His first poems were published in 

the anthology In Search of Words 
(1991). In the ensuing years, his 

poetry was published in anthologies, 
newspapers and magazines in 

Singapore and Malaysia. His first 
book of poetry, A Visitation of 

Sunlight, was well-received and 
was voted one of the year’s best 

books by The Straits Times.
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Amanda Lee Koe is the fiction editor 
of Esquire (Singapore), the editor of 
creative non-fiction online magazine 
POSKOD, co-editor of the literary 
journal Ceriph and communications 
director at studioKALEIDO (www.
studiokaleido.net). Her first book, 
Ministry of Moral Panic (Epigram 
Books), a collection of edgy 
transnational short stories, was 
published in November 2013. 

the Editors

AMAnda
lee koe.

Ng Yi-Sheng is the youngest 
ever winner of the Singapore 
Literature Prize (so far). He is the 
author of four books, including the 
poetry collection last boy and a 
novel based on the Singaporean 
motorcycle gangster movie 
Eating Air. He has also co-edited 
onewinged, an anthology of young 
people’s writing, and GASPP, 
Singapore’s first anthology of gay 
and lesbian literature. 

ng
yi-sheng.
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Featuring stories from: 

Anila Angin | Chan Ziqian | 
Bryan Cheong | Jennani Durai | 

Jeannine Hall Gailey | Jon Gresham | 
Abha Iyengar | Amanda Lee Koe | 

Li Huijia | Jason Erik Lundberg | 
Hoa Pham | Zeny May Dy Recidoro | 

Alfian Sa’at | Cyril Wong  

***
We love Asian folklore. We grew 
up listening to Chinese legends, 

Arab fairy tales, Malay ghost stories 
and Indian sacred epics, and their 

fabulous images have continued to 
inhabit our imaginations ever since.
Yet as grown-ups, we’ve sometimes 

been bugged by the moralistic, 
simplistic manner in which these 
fables are often told. What better 

way to negotiate this than to reinvent 
our heritage? This collection brings 

together 14 subversions, reinventions 
and adaptations of folktales from 

all across Asia, written by an 
international crew of authors. 

 
Within these pages, you’ll find a 

Cambodian horror story, a poetic 
meditation on Japanese fox spirits, 

a crime parable based on the Indian 
epic of the Ramayana, a sci-fi 

redaction of the Chinese legend of 
Lady White Snake, and many more 

exquisite gems. 
 

This book is a treasure trove of the 
imagination, containing tales both 

intelligent and wondrous, combining 
the best elements of Asian heritage 

with the wit of the 21st century.

easternheathens_cover_outside.pdf   1   18/3/13 2:31 AM

Title:  Eastern Heathens: 
  An Anthology of   
  Subverted 
  Asian Folklore    
ISBN:  978-981-07-5680-2 
Dimension: 130mm x 195mm  
Extent:   138
Published: 2013
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories
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Besides their rich heritage, 
canonical texts are selected for 
study because of the wealth of 
available critical study and research 
materials. Telltale: Eleven Stories, 
however, being a newly prescribed 
O-level Singaporean text, does not 
enjoy such an advantage. This Study 
Companion attempts to address 
the gap. The Study Companion is 
written not just for students, but for 
all readers who enjoy the stimulating 
exchange of thoughts and ideas, 
as well as the imaginative connect 
between fiction and reality that 
comprises the study of Literature. 
We also hope it will provide a 
platform for deeper insight into and 
uderstanding of the stories’ literary 
merits.

Title:  Telltale: 11 Stories |
  A Study Companion
ISBN:  978-981-08-9542-6 
Dimension: 210mm x 280mm  
Extent:   119
Published: 2011
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Academic Study Guide

the Author

Dennis
yeo.

In a teaching career spanning 
more than 20 years, Dennis Yeo 

has taught at primary schools, 
secondary schools and junior 

colleges. His positions include 
subject head (Literature), head 
of department (Pastoral Care & 

Career Guidance) and vice-principal 
of Pioneer Junior College. He is 

currently with the English Language 
and Literature Academic Group at 
the National Institute of Education, 
Singapore. His research interests 

include literature pedagogy, Gothic 
Literature and fi lm. He strongly 

believes that Literature is integral 
to an appreciation of life and that 
the study of Literature should be 

promoted among students.

.91
This anthology of short fiction 
presents six distinct electrifying 
voices from Singapore: Alfian bin 
Sa’at, Wena Poon, Jeffrey Lim, 
Tan Mei Ching, Claire Tham, and 
Dave Chua. The modern tales 
they tell are graphic, gritty, striking, 
and evocative. They describe 
experiences marked by short 
happiness and haunting memories, 
from the death of a loved one to the 
menacing forces of nature.

The eleven stories showcased 
here examine the lives of an array 
of complex characters. These 
individuals are tormented by 
dilemmas that nonetheless go on 
to shape and direct them. Telltale 
is an artfully sequenced collection 
that also includes explanatory notes 
and a study guide. It stands out as 
an informative and enriching edition 
that will speak to a broad range of 
readers today. 

Telltale: 11 Stories is a prescribed 
English literature text on the 
Singapore-Cambridge GCE ‘O’-
Level syllabus. 

Title:  Telltale: 11 Stories
ISBN:  978-981-08-6152-0 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   256
Published: 2010
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Fiction, Short Stories

the Author
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Love in its many forms has 
historically been the touchstone of 
great poetry, from Li Bai to Rumi, 
Shakespeare to Neruda.

As a first-ever joint literary venture 
between the Philippines and 
Singapore, Love Gathers All 
breaks new ground. In this cross-
cultural project, 127 love poems 
by 93 poets in both countries are 
published side by side in one 
volume, together with a selection of 
beautiful illustrations that invokes 
and celebrates the tribulations and 
ecstasies of love.

This unique publication will be a 
firm foundation of the cultural bridge 
that is being built between two close 
ASEAN neighbours.

Title:  Love Gathers All: The   
  Philippines-Singapore  
  Anthology of Love  
  Poetry 
Editors:  Aaron Lee, Alvin Pang,  
  Ramón C. Sunico &  
  Alfred A. Yuson 
ISBN:  981-04-5105-6 
Dimension: 160mm x 210mm  
Extent:   208
Published: 2002
Finish:  Paperback 
Genre:  Poetry       

Alvin pang,
aaron lee,

ramon C. 
sunico &

Alfred a. 
yuson.

the Editors

Title:  & Words: Poems
  Singapore and Beyond
ISBN:  978-981-08-6321-0 
Dimension: 130mm x 200mm  
Extent:   264
Published: 2010
Finish:  Paperback
Genre:  Poetry

     Co-published with National Arts Council
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Anthologies are well-established 
institutions. They are especially 
useful in promoting interest in 
poetry. &Words: Poems Singapore 
and Beyond attempts to do so 
through a fresh approach. First, it 
provides a selection of Singapore 
poems in English, arranged in four 
broad sections: Identity, Homeland, 
Living, Words. Second, the selection 
includes poems in World Englishes 
which suggest their wide variety as 
well as how the shared experience 
of colonialism and the recovery 
from it, often generates a number 
of common responses. They offer 
opportunities to compare poems. 
Third, there are translations 
from Chinese, Malay, and Tamil, 
reminding readers that Singapore 
poetry is more than just that in 
English. Finally a section ‘Four Short 
Forms: Couplet, Haiku, Quatrain, 
Pantun’ to encourage teachers and 
students to try their hand at writing.
&Words features 170 poems by 73 
Singapore poets and 35 overseas 
poets. It is hoped that this selection 
will add to the growing interest in 
Singapore literature, particularly its 
poetry. 

the Editor

EDWIN
thumboo.

Edwin Thumboo, Emeritus Professor 
and Professorial Fellow, National 

University of Singapore, has been 
involved in Singapore’s literary 

developments since 1951. He has 
published five volumes of poetry, the 

latest being Still Travelling (2008). 
Thumboo received the Singapore 

National Book Development 
Council’s Book Award for Poetry in 

English thrice, South-east Asia Write 
Award (1979), Singapore Cultural 

Medallion (1980), ASEAN Cultural 
and Communication Award in 

Literature (1987), and the Raja Rao 
Award (2002).
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documenting the culture,

dialectics and spirit of the people

through contemporary writing,

reflecting	the ethos of a time

About Ethos Books

Fresh • Different • Enduring
Creating books that capture the spirit of a people and 

reflect the ethos of our changing times.

Giving voice to emerging and exciting writers from diverse backgrounds, 
we help foster an environment in which literature and the arts not only 
survive, but thrive. In short, we nurture the growing literary community 
in Singapore.

That’s why our authors and their ideas come first. By taking a collabora-
tive approach to publishing, we bring each author‘s voice and vision to 
fruition. We are always open to new ideas: different ways of working and 
fresh ways of delivering the unparalleled satisfaction only a good book 
can bring. 

Established in 1997, Ethos Books is an imprint of Pagesetters Services 
Pte Ltd, an advertising, design and interactive agency.


