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authors to you.



ASSEMBLY TALKS

Our Book Village

Giving Voice to Literature

We believe in learning outside the classroom. This is why we’re proud to have two 
former Singapore athletes in the Book Village who can speak candidly about the 

experiences and struggles they faced in their teenage years. These sharings aim to relate 
with students and inspire them at meaningful milestones in their lives.

Our programmes are not just for literature students! We have curated a series of 
assembly talks for students of all levels, aimed at cultivating a deeper interest in stories 

of impact, and appreciation for SingLit.

Creating, Reading, Owning Literature

Ethos Books’ school outreach programme aims to connect the publisher, authors and 
readers. It takes a village to raise a child, and that is why the Book Village believes in 

working closely with both schools and authors to create experiences that will socialise 
and nourish students through reading and writing that’s close to home. Our school 

programmes do this in three ways:

How can students develop an ownership and love for literature? We feel this happens 
best when they can identify uniquely with it. Our workshops focus on encouraging 

students to read, analyse and create their own stories.

Motivational Stories

Voice in Singaporean Poetry  with Cyril Wong

 For: Sec 1 – Sec 4, up to 300 students
 Duration: Up to 1h
 Rates: $400/h

How is poetry in Singapore diff erent from the poetry of other countries? What 
do Singaporean poets write about, and why? How has the poetic voice changed 
over time? Students will be introduced to the themes, as well as the cultural and 
emotional concerns of Singaporean poetry from the 70s to the present day.

Objectives

• To cultivate an understanding of the themes in Singaporean poetry

Pushing Boundaries: What Is and What Can Be with Danielle Lim

For: Sec 1 – Sec 4, up to 300 students
 Duration: Up to 1h
 Rate: $400/h

Danielle’s book, The Sound of SCH, won the Singapore Literature Prize 2016 (non-
fi ction). It is the true story of her uncle who had schizophrenia, and her mother who 
spent 30 years as his caregiver. In this talk, Danielle will share with students how 
creative writing can push the boundaries between “what is” and “what can be”.

Objectives

• To illustrate how creative writing as a search for hope, beauty and meaning

• To cultivate appreciation of popularly used metaphors and images
• For students to discover the relationship between Singaporean literature and society
• To cultivate understanding of how the poetic voice has evolved in Singapore, and why

• To share how the boundaries between “what is” and “what can be” can be pushed
• To teach students how to probe and write about emotions

These programmes are supported byg



“Why So Serious?”: A Serious Talk About Writing Humour 
with Felix Cheong

For: Sec 1 – Sec 4, up to 50 students 
Duration: 1h
Rate: $400/h

Why do we fi nd some things funny and not others? Why do we even need a sense 
of humour? In this serious talk on humour writing, satirist Felix Cheong explains 
the various literary theories behind humour writing. Using a mix of fi lm clips and 
examples from his own writing, he opens up your eyes—and ears—to why humour 
is a necessary backbone to literature.

Objectives

• To get students to understand and explain how humour works
• To get students to identify the various techniques used by writers to create humour

Vital Possessions—A Book Performance  with Marc Nair

For: Upper Sec / JC / Tertiary, up to 50 students 
Duration: 1h
Rate: $500

Vital Possessions is a collection of poems from poet Marc Nair. First spawned in a 
residency at Gardens by The Bay, the book contains tropical exclamations of our 
uneasy co-existence with fl ora and fauna in the garden city of Singapore. The book 
will be presented in the form of a performance, with Marc integrating music and 
refl ective fragments of text. These components form a seamless narrativethat 
questions the idea of what we consider to be vital and essential in our lives.

Objectives

• To introduce students to important themes in a work of local literature.
• To off er various ways of accessing a text.
• To layer ‘reading’ with other art forms.
• To make the book come alive through performance.

WORKSHOPS

What Is Poetic Form? 
with Tse Hao Guang and Theophilus Kwek

For: Upper sec / JC, 5-25 pax
Duration: 3h, fl exible
Rate: $500 (2h), $800 (3h)

This is an intermediate-level workshop 
that asks: What is poetic form? Is 
it all about Shakespeare or is there 
something more? How can I read and 
write poetry in form eff ectively? This 
session will expand your idea of form in 
the arts and poetry, and introduce you 
to local poetry written in all kinds of 
shapes and sizes.

Objectives

• To give students a broader 
 understanding of form beyond rhyme,  
 meter, and dull rule
• To share with students the relationship  
 between form and chaos.
• To demonstrate how to have fun   
with restrictions
• To demonstrate how to read a   
 formal poem
• To demonstrate how to break rules  
 meaningfully

Hook and Eye: Stories from 
the Margins with Dr Dennis Yeo

For: Upper Secondary / up to 50 pax
Duration: 1.5 hr, fl exible
Rate: $500

This anthology of 11 short stories 
presents narratives of Otherness to 
our students. More than just texts to 
be analysed, the stories compel us to 
see our world from a new perspective 
and demand an aff ective response of 
solidarity and empathy for those at the 
margins. This workshop aims to give 
students some insight into the thematic 
and stylistic features of the text.

Objectives

• For students to gain a better under 
 standing of the concept of Otherness  
 in the stories in Hook and Eye.
• To cultivate an appreciation for the  
 literary techniques and themes in the  
 stories
• For students to learn how to do a close  
 reading of an excerpt from a selected  
 story



Between Memoir and 
Fiction: Creative Writing for 
the Self and Others 
with Eva Wong Nava

For: Upper Pri - Lower Sec, 20-25 pax
Duration: 1.5h, fl exible
Rate: $500

In this workshop, participants will 
explore two genres—memoir and 
fi ction—and learn to discen the 
diff erences between the two. This 
writing workshop is guided by the 
visual arts. Participants will write and 
tell their stories using visual arts as 
prompts; stories shall be no more than 
500 words.

Objectives

• To demonstrate how stories can help  
 us understand our emotions
• To illustrate how books can help   
 raise awareness of diff erence and  
 diversity

Decoding Poetry with Lines 
Spark Code 

with Christine Chia, Loh Guan Liang, 

Aaron Lee

For: Sec 1 - Sec 4 / 5-15 pax
Duration: 1.5h, fl exible
Rate: $500

Poetry can sometimes seem like it’s 
written in a secret code. But it need 
not be! This introductory workshop to 
practical criticism provides students 
with vital tools to decode the mystery 
that is poetry. There will also be 
structured exercises and tips on doing 
close reading of poetry.

Objectives

• To teach students how to analyse an  
 unseen poem
• To teach students how to write   
 critical essays on unseen poetry 

How to Talk about Books: 
Building Arguments for 
Essays and Beyond 
with Patricia Karunungan

For: Sec 1- Sec 4, 20-25 pax
Duration: 2h, fl exible
Rate: $500

How do we write about literature 
effectively? In this entry-level 
workshop (which may be treated as 
a refresher for advanced students), 
the basics of expository writing will 
be explored. Through lively activities 
such as mock debates, students will 
get practical experience on how to 
build strong arguments, persuade 
people, but also understand the value 
of listening to differing viewpoints. 
They will then translate these 
techniques to the page by drafting 
essay points with an emphasis on 
textual evidence. 

Depending on demand, the short texts 
that will be used as examples can be 
prose, poetry, plays, or a mixture of two 
or more genres

Objectives
 
• To familiarise participants with basic  
 argumentative essay structures
• To encourage them to support their  
 claims with strong and clear evidence 
 from the text(s) they’re writing about
• To teach them how to be more 
 persuasive in literary discussions and  
 be better able to respond to 
 counterarguments
• To guide them in seeing that  these  
 essay writing techniques can  be   
 applied to a variety of disciplines  
 outside of literature
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BEYOND LITERATURE OUR AUTHORS

MARC NAIR is a 
recipient of the 2016 
Young Artist Award, 
the 2016-17 NTU-
NAC National Writer 
in Residence and is 
the co-founder of 
Mackerel, a culture 

magazine. He fi rst started performing 
poetry in 2003 at poetry slams, and has 
since performed spoken word in solo 
and group performances for fi fteen 
years in more than ten countries. 
He has represented Singapore in 
international poetry slam competitions, 
published fi ve solo volumes of poetry 
and released another four collections 
in collaboration with visual artists, 
photographers and graphic artists. 
His latest collection of poetry is Vital 
Possessions.

FELIX CHEONG 
is the author of 13 
books and recipient 
of the National Arts 
Council’s Young 
Artist Award. He 
holds a master’s 
degree in creative 

writing and is currently an adjunct 
lecturer with Murdoch University, 
University of Newcastle and Singapore 
University of Social Sciences. His 
collection of short stories, Vanishing 
Point, was longlisted for the Frank 
O’Connor Award.

TSE HAO GUANG 
is a Singaporean 
poet and editor, 
assembled with 
parts from Hong 
Kong and Malaysia. 
His fi rst full-length 
poetry collection, 

Deeds of Light, was shortlisted for the 
2016 Singapore Literature Prize. He is a 
2016 fellow of the University of Iowa’s 
International Writing Program.

DR. CYRIL WONG 
is a Singapore 
Literature Prize-
winning poet and 
fi ctionist. He is 
the 2005 recipient 
of the National 
Arts Council’s 

Young Artist Award for Literature. He 
has been anthologised in the Norton 
anthology, Language for a New Century: 
Contemporary Poetry from the Middle 
East, Asia and Beyond.

DANIELLE LIM 
studied at The 
University of 
Oxford and is based 
in Singapore, 
where she lectures 
are Nanyang 
Polytechnic and 

Republic Polytechnic. Her professional 
experience includes 12 years in the 
tertiary/global education sector and 6 
years in the fi nancial sector.

MOTIVATIONAL TALKS

Overcoming Setbacks with ex-Singapore Slinger, LaoLao

For: Sec 1- Sec 4
Duration: 1h
Rate: $12 per student, for 50 students or more

In this talk, former Singapore Slingers player LaoLao will share with students his 
journey from unmotivated ITE student to university graduate and national team 
player! LaoLao aims to motivate students to see value not only in studying, but 
also in setting a goal and pursuing a passion in their lives. 

LaoLao is able to customise his talk to focus on any of the following values:

• Responsibility
• Integrity
• Resilience 
• Respect
• Self-awareness and self-discipline
• Responsible decision making
• Goal setting

Each student will also receive a copy of LaoLao’s motivational memoir, Rebound: 
LaoLao’s Guide to Giving Up at the end of this talk.

Career Talks
Looking for career talks to inspire your students? Our authors comes from diverse 
backgrounds and would be happy to share more about their work experience with 
students—whether it’s lawyers, doctors, journalist, full-time writers, social 
workers, we’ll be happy to connect you with them!



THEOPHILUS 
KWEK has published 
fi ve volumes of poetry, 
including The First 
Five Storms, which 
won the New Poets 
Prize. He previously 

won the Berfrois Poetry Prize, and was 
placed second in the Stephen Spender 
Prize for poetry in translation. His poems, 
translations and reviews have appeared in 
The Guardian, The London Magazine, The 
Irish Examiner, Cha, and elsewhere. He is 
co-editor of Unfree Verse, an anthology of 
formal poetry from Singapore.

LOH GUAN LIANG 
is the author of two 
poetry collections: Bitter 
Punch (Ethos Books, 
2016) and Transparent 
Strangers (Math Paper 
Press, 2012). He co-
translated Art Studio 

(Math Paper Press, 2014), a Chinese novel by 
Singapore Cultural Medallion recipient Yeng 
Pway Ngon. His poems have been featured 
in the Singapore Memory Project and The 
Substation Love Letters Project. He updates 
at http://lohguanliang.weebly.com

PATRICIA 
KARUNUNGAN is 
a writer and editor 
with a special interest 
in diasporic writing. 
She co-edited the 
anti-realist fi ction 
anthology this is how 

you walk on the moon. She earned her BA 
in English with Creative Writing from 
Nanyang Technological University, and is 
currently pursuing postgraduate studies in 
contemporary fi ction.

CHRISTINE CHIA 
is the author of 
poetry collections 
The Law of Second 
Marriages and its 
sequel Separation: a 
history. She is also the 

co-editor of the groundbreaking poetry 
anthologies A Luxury We Cannot Aff ord 
and A Luxury We Must Aff ord. Her work 
has appeared in Washington Square 
Review, Prairie Schooner, Brooklyn Poets 
Anthology, Unfree Verse, and the W!ld Rice 
play Another Country.

EVA WONG NAVA 
lives between two 
worlds. She reads 
copiously and writes 
voraciously. She 
holds a degree in 
English Literature 
and Language from 

the University of Hull, a Post-Graduate 
Certifi cate in Education (PGCE) from 
University College London and an M.A. 
in Art History. She is the founder of 
CarpeArte Journal, an online space, which 
publishes works of fi ction.

AARON LEE is a 
pilgrim poet, writing 
mentor, community 
organiser and ethics 
lawyer based in 
Singapore. His three 
books of poetry—
including Coastlands 

published in 2014—are critically acclaimed, 
as is the best-selling book No Other City: The 
Ethos Anthology of Urban Poetry that he co-
edited. He and his wife, the national artist 
Namiko Chan Takahashi, co-founded the 
Laniakea Culture Collective in 2014.

DR. DENNIS 
YEO has taught at 
primary, secondary, 
junior college and 
tertiary levels in 
a teaching career 
spanning three 

decades. His positions include Subject 
Head (Literature), Head of Department 
(Pastoral Care & Career Guidance) 
and Vice-Principal of Pioneer Junior 
College. He lectures at the English 
Language and Literature Academic 
Group at the National Institute of 
Education, Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore. He received the 
NIE Excellence in Teaching Award in 
2013.

LAOLAO AKA 
JAYDEN LIM, is 
an ex-Singapore 
Slingers player. 
As a young boy, 
LaoLao wasn’t 
keen on his studies 

during primary school. He had to go the 
long way through the system, taking 
on the Normal Technical course in 
secondary school, ITE, and polytechnic. 
He now holds a Bachelor in Electrical 
& Electronics Engineering from NTU. 
Basketball played a huge part in his life, 
a determining factor which allowed 
him to mould great perseverance 
and determination. As a passionate 
motivational speaker, LaoLao aims to 
reach out and support youths who are 
facing challenges with studies and with 
setting goals in life.

We also do book sales!
Every author programme includes a 
book sale that can be set up during 
recess or lunch break, for both students 
and staff  to browse our extensive 
catalogue of books. 

We are also happy to run a book sale 
as part of your Literature Week or Arts 
Programme — just let us know! 

Budget giving you headaches?
We would love to see how we can 
tweak our programmes to bring 
literature to your school!

Want to try something new? 
Contact us!
For any and all enquiries, please 
email Jennifer at jenniferkwan@
pagesetters.com.sg, or call the Ethos 
Books offi  ce at 6659 1749



About Ethos Books

Ethos Books is an independent publisher of literary fi ction, non-fi ction, and 
poetry.

Giving voice to emerging and exciting writers from diverse backgrounds, we help 
foster an environment in which literature and the arts not only survive, but thrive. 
In short, we nurture the growing literary community in Singapore and throughout 

the region.

That’s why our authors and their ideas come fi rst. By taking a collaborative 
approach to publishing, we bring each author‘s voice and vision to fruition. We are 
always open to new ideas: diff erent ways of working and fresh ways of delivering 

the unparalleled satisfaction only a good book can bring.

Established in 1997, Ethos Books, an imprint of Pagesetters Services Pte Ltd, 
aims to create books that capture the spirit of a people and refl ect the ethos of our 

changing times.

www.ethosbooks.com.sg
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