
Literary campaigns
A Book Village initiative to introduce schools, organisations and groups to 
books and causes that require our attention and action.

Featured books
Books featured by our literary campaigns will be sold at bulk discount to 
make reading as affordable as possible to as many people as possible.

Programmes
A range of programmes and workshops can be arranged to discuss and 
further ideas inspired in the course of reading. 

Featured people
Invite participating writers, professionals and activists to share their views 
and expertise on books and causes featured in our ongoing literary 
campaigns.

Book 
Village

Are you planning for your school's assembly or reading 
programmes? Or customised workshops for your colleagues' 
or students' learning needs?

Ethos Books offers a variety of campaigns, programmes and 
workshops featuring Singapore writers. Make literature come 
alive for your colleagues and students.

Join our Book Village: Make life better with literature.
We will design our programmes to complement the aims of your school. 

For enquiries, please contact Kah Gay at
ngkahgay@pagesetters.com.sg or 9670 6781.

Creative expression

The Beating and Other 
Stories frequently crosses 
genres and styles, from 
historical fi ction to magical 
realism, and takes us on 
adventures with a distinct 
melancholic undertone. 

Intruder makes fresh 
expression of the  
contradictions of young 
adulthood—its heady mix 
of determined restlessness, 
bold insecurities, desire 
for intimacy and fear of 
commitment.

Dave Chua’s fi rst novel, 
Gone Case, was given a 
Singapore Literature Prize 
Commendation Award in 
1996 and was published 
in the same year.

Programme focus:  
• Fiction writing
• Scriptwriting

Born in 1991, Jerrold Yam 
is a law undergraduate at 
University College London
and the author of three 
poetry collections. 

Programme focus:  
• Freeing poetry from form 
• Travel as inspiration
• Creative writing as                                                                                                                                               
   catharsis

Russ Soh’s prose is the 
result of a long overdue 
endeavour to start 
putting into words some 
of the many stories long 
percolating inside him. 

Programme focus:  
• Writing short stories 
• Creating stories with                                                                                                                                             
   human interest

Not The Same Family 
is a collection of ten 
short stories that engage 
an array of families—
both conventional and 
unconventional.

Campaign #1: Explore the expressive dimension to literature. Think 
your own thoughts. Express your own thoughts in your own words. 
Let us craft a programme to inspire the creative voice within your 
colleagues and students.

Books

Prog.

People



A deeper connection

Ow Yeong Wai Kit and Muzakkir Samat 
Aaron Lee
Leonard Ng 
Patricia Maria de Souza 
Gül İnanç
Russ Soh

In Coastlands,  
Aaron Lee recollects, 
explores, embraces and 
anticipates what is lost 
and found in each of 
the places the poet calls 
home.

Campaign #2: Be more deeply connected with faith, nature and the 
environment around us... Urban life happens, blindingly fast. Make 
time for the beauty and mystery of things around and within you, 
with our featured books and people. We’ll work out a programme 
to awaken your appreciation for and connection to faith, nature and 
shared spaces.

Uncompromising yet 
accessible, the six 
sequences in Changes 
and Chances by 
Leonard Ng explore love, 
sorrow, time, nature, and 
humanity. 

As an interfaith anthology, From 
Walden to Woodlands showcases 
a diverse range of writings from a 
kaleidoscope of faith perspectives. It 
provides a glimpse of the imaginative 
richness and haunting beauty that can 
be found in nature and spirituality. 

Faith In Architecture 
allows us to appreciate 
the artistic, diverse 
and divine features of 
50 houses of worship, 
which surround us in this 
small, culturally diverse 
city-state.

Books

Aaron Lee Soon Yong 
is a pilgrim poet, writing 
mentor, community 
organiser and banking 
lawyer. He has three 
poetry collections to 
date. 

Programme focus:  
• Nature 
• Spirituality
• Journeys

Leonard Ng is the
author of two collections 
of poems, Changes 
and Chances and This 
Mortal World, shortlisted 
for the 2012 Singapore 
Literature Prize.

Programme focus:   
• Observational writing  
• Nature conservation
• Bird-watching

Dr Gül Inanç is lecturer 
for the course
Faith in Art, offered as an 
elective at the School
of Art, Design and Media 
at NTU.

Programme focus:  
• Architecture of faith
• Contemporary Islamic art
• Interfaith dialogue

Born and bred in Yishun—home of 
the Yishun Dam and Yishun Park—
Muzakkir Samat has been a big fan 
of green spaces, wide landscapes 
and rising suns. 

Ow Yeong Wai Kit serves as an 
interfaith advocate as part of the 
Moulmein Inter-Racial and Religious 
Confi dence Circle.

Programme focus:  
• Appreciating nature
• Interfaith dialogue

Red Pulse II is a rich chronicle 
illuminating the growth of twenty-
two young Singapore poets, who, 
as a community, write to shape and 
order private and collective, national 
worlds, to reconcile tensions in the 
relationships they found themselves in.

Kevin Lam enjoys moving around 
spaces to discover new things; poetry 
allows him to make sense of, and to 
grow from, these experiences. 

For Tan Xiang Yeow, the dynamic 
matrix of alphabets can be frustratingly 
ambiguous but in this ambiguity, he 
senses tantalising possibilities.

Programme focus:  
• Singapore, family and identities 
• Writing poems with form
• Writing as a therapeutic and                                                                                                                                              
   meaning-making tool
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Is there a match with what you want to do for your school?
Our contact details can be found in the footer on page 1. Contact us!



Ethos' Latest Releases
Campaign #3: Discover three of our latest offerings. Let us create a 
programme or workshop that will allow deep engagement with the 
issues surfaced by these literary works for your students!
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In First Fires by Jinat Begum, a father defi es the 
two-child policy in Singapore and insists on a third 
during the early seventies. He wants a second 
son to help protect his frail daughter Sarah. When 
another daughter is born, he breaks with Islamic 
tradition and whispers a personal mantra into the 
ears of his new-born daughter Sal. Twenty-fi ve 
years later, Sal loses her way as she struggles 
against the tide of pragmatism that surrounds her. 
As her family try desperately to look for her, Sal 
reaches out to her dead father and attempts to fi ght 
the fi res within her.

In Yeo Wei Wei’s debut collection of stories, 
These Foolish Things & Other Stories, secret 
hopes, desires, and regrets are revealed through 
obsessions and events that collide and merge 
with everyday life. A wife returns home to fi nd that 
her husband has remarried… An old woman in a 
nursing home is visited by a mynah that sings a 
Beatles song…

In crystalline prose suffused with a dark sense of 
humour, these stories offer glimpses of inner worlds 
that are sharp, strange, and haunting. 

Cherry Days by David Leo is a coming-of-
age story set in 1950s Singapore, written with 
photorealistic clarity. Skinny and his friends grow 
up in a self-suffi cient kampong along an unnamed 
road. Among the themes explored by the narrator is 
one of change, such as the transition from rural to 
urban living and the role of women in a developing 
society. 

This is a highly recommended supplementary 
reading text for secondary school students.

Additional educational material on Singapore's 
history is available on request.

 

Dr Jinat Rehana Begum has taught 
Literature and English in primary, 
secondary and tertiary institutions in 
Singapore. Jinat studied early nineteenth-
century novel reception for her doctorate 
at the University of York and retains a 
fascination for the many ways readers 
shape writers. She began scribbling 
poetry on the back of used envelopes as 
a teenager and started to experiment with 
prose when she bought her fi rst computer. 
First Fires is her fi rst novel. 

Programme focus:  
• Literary techniques:
(e.g. narrative point of view, voice and/or 
characterisation)
• Literary genre: personal recount

Dr Yeo Wei Wei is a Singaporean writer 
and translator. She read English at the 
University of York before she completed her 
PhD at University of Cambridge in 2000. 
Her short stories have appeared in journals 
and anthologies, including Here and 
Beyond: 12 Stories. She was previously 
a lecturer at the National University of 
Singapore and the head of the English 
literature department at School of the Arts.

Programme focus:  
• short story writing, or
• multidisplinary approach to literary texts 
(relating text to fi lm, music and art)

Is there a match with what you want to do for your school?
Our contact details can be found in the footer on page 1. Contact us!


