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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Shaker Museum│Mount Lebanon to present Lecture at National Arts Club 

 

(February 19, 2015) – On Thursday, March 19, the Shaker Museum│Mount Lebanon will present a 

program at the National Arts Club in New York City. The program, titled “Mount Lebanon’s North 

House: The History and Legacy of a Shaker Masterpiece,” is part of a series of winter and spring 

programs sponsored by the museum in New York City prior to the museum’s annual June opening in 

New Lebanon, NY.  

 

The museum’s Director of Collections and Research, noted Shaker scholar Jerry Grant, will deliver an 

illustrated lecture focusing on one of Mount Lebanon Shaker Village’s best known structures. The 

North Family’s First Dwelling House, often called simply the “North House,” was constructed and 

raised in 1818 to house the North Family Shakers. The building was the home of the North Family 

Shakers until the last seven Shakers departed Mount Lebanon in 1947. In 1973, the structure was 

deemed to be a liability and was demolished.  

 

“The North Family Shakers, as the public face of the Mount Lebanon Shakers, made a great effort to 
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present Shakers as progressive and modern,” noted Mr. Grant. “The North House was the physical 

manifestation of this effort.” 

 

 
The First Dwelling House, or “North House,” constructed 1818, Shaker Museum│Mount Lebanon. 
 

A Retiring Room for Shaker Sisters was purchased, dismantled and removed from the North House 

before its deconstruction, and today is presented as a period room in the American Wing of the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. The room serves as an example of the typical characteristics of Shaker 

design, including utility, simplicity, and beauty. 

 

The Shakers built hundreds of buildings uniquely suited to its geography and function. Each Shaker 

village had a Meetinghouse as the architectural center of faith and practice, while the Dwelling House 

was the home for each family – where they slept, ate, kept their clothing, and worshiped together in 

daily religious exercises. The North Family’s First Dwelling House was one such structure, and is the 

lens through which Mr. Grant will illustrate the hallmarks of Shaker life and design during the hour-

long lecture. 



 

The event will begin at 6:30PM with a wine and cheese reception, followed by the lecture at 7:00PM. 

Tickets are $50, and available for purchase through the Shaker Museum|Mount Lebanon’s online 

store at http://squ.re/1DrTmZ3. 

 

The National Arts Club is located at 15 Gramercy Park South, New York, New York, 10003, in the 

Tilden House, historic home of New Lebanon native and former Governor of New York, Samuel J. 

Tilden. Tilden ran for President in 1876, winning the popular vote but losing the Electoral College to 

Rutherford B. Hayes. The Tilden family was also known for the Tilden Pharmaceutical Company, 

which manufactured medicinal extracts and existed for over 100 years side-by-side with the Shakers 

in New Lebanon. 

 

Attendees are advised that the National Arts Club observes a strict dress code. More information 

about the venue and dress code is available at www.nationalartsclub.org. 

 

The Shaker Museum|Mount Lebanon, located in New Lebanon, Columbia County, New York, is 

dedicated to engaging and inspiring local, national, and global audiences by telling the story of the 

American Shakers. The museum’s collections span over 60,000 objects and it stewards the North 

Family historic site at Mount Lebanon, a National Historic Landmark. The museum is open seasonally 

at the site from June to October, and offers programs year-round.  Please visit www.shakerml.org for 

more information on the museum’s New York City programs and other events and news. 
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