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It grow
s w

ith you! 
The 7-Level C

om
m

unication B
uilder is a self-contained com

m
unication device. It 

allow
s th

e
 user to

 record and play back 1
, 2

, 4
, 8

, or 1
6

 d
iffe

re
n

t m
essages per 

level. T
here a

re
 seven levels fo

r recordings, giving you a to
ta

l o
f u

p
 to

 1
1
2
 

m
essages (in th

e
 1

6
 w

indow
 setting). T

otal recording tim
e is 3

0
0
 seconds. T

he 
u

n
it com

es equipped w
ith 5

 sturdy fram
e/overlays in 1

, 2
, 4

, 8
 and 1

6
 w

indow
s. 

R
e-recording is required w

hen you change w
indow

 fram
es. F

ram
e size is 81 /2" x 7". 

T
im

e per level by w
indow

 se
ttin

g
, using a

ll seven levels: 
1 W

indow
 se

ttin
g

 =
 4

2
 seconds per segm

ent per level 
2

 W
indow

 se
ttin

g
 =

 2
1

 seconds per segm
ent per level 

4
 W

indow
 se

ttin
g

 =
 1

01 /2 seconds per segm
ent per level 

8
 W

indow
 se

ttin
g

 =
 51 /4 seconds per segm

ent per level 
1

6
 W

indow
 se

ttin
g

 =
 2 1/2 seconds per segm

ent per level 
S

ize: 1
21/2"L x 9

1 /4"W
 x 4"H

. R
equires 4

 AA B
atteries. W

eight: 21/4 lbs. 

O
P

E
R

A
TIO

N
: 

1
. 

C
arefully tu

rn
 th

e
 device over to

 reveal th
e

 battery com
partm

ent. A sm
all 

P
hillips head screw

 m
ust be rem

oved from
 th

e
 battery com

partm
ent cover in 

order to
 slide it o

ff. O
bserving proper polarity, install four AA alkaline batteries 

U
se alkaline batteries only (e.g. D

uracell or E
nergizer brand). D

o n
o
t use 

rechargeable batteries or any other type o
f batteries because they supply 

low
er voltage and th

e
 u

n
it w

ill not perform
 properly. N

ever m
ix old and new

 
batteries together or d

iffe
re

n
t brands or types together. R

eplace battery 
com

partm
ent cover and screw

. 

2
. 

P
lace your icon grid over th

e
 gray m

essage pad area th
e

n
 install th

e
 

appropriate w
indow

 fram
e. N

ext tu
rn

 your w
indow

 fram
e selector knob to

 th
e

 
appropriate setting. P

lease note pre-m
ade grid layouts can be m

ade w
ith our 

E
asy To U

se Icon M
aker item

 N
o

.4
0

2
1

 or M
ayer -Johnson's B

oard m
aker 

program
. O

ur Item
 N

o. 4
0

0
8

 fo
r M

acintosh com
puters and item

 N
o. 4

0
0
9
 fo

r 
P

C
 com

puters. If you have older versions o
f B

oardm
aker you can dow

nload 
th

e
 pre-m

ade grids from
 w

w
w

.M
ayerJohnson.com

.

3
. 

T
urn th

e
 u

n
it on by tu

rn
in

g
 th

e
 "O

N
/O

F
F

/V
O

LU
M

E
" knob in

to
 th

e
 "O

N
" 

position. Y
ou w

ill hear a slig
h

t audible click a
s you tu

rn
 th

e
 knob. 

4
. 

T
he m

icrophone is located on th
e

 bottom
 o

f th
e

 u
n

it next to
 th

e
 red 

"R
E

C
O

R
D

" button. To record, depress and hold th
e

 "R
E

C
O

R
D

" button first, 
then depress one o

f th
e

 m
essage pads sim

ultaneously and speak in
to

 th
e
 

m
icrophone (your m

outh should be approxim
ately 4

-6
" from

 th
e

 m
icrophone). 

R
elease both buttons once recording is over. P

layback your m
essage by 

pressing and releasing th
e

 sam
e pad used to

 record. E
ach o

f th
e

 rem
aining 

m
essage pads can be "program

m
ed" in th

e
 sam

e m
anner. (The u

n
it w

ill retain 

recorded inform
ation indefinitely, even if th

e
 batteries are disconnected. 

P
reviously stored inform

ation w
ill be erased only w

hen a new
 recording is 

perform
ed on th

e
 pad.) 

5
. 

A
djust playback volum

e by ro
ta

tin
g

 th
e

 o
n

/o
ff "V

O
LU

M
E

" control knob to
 

desired level. T
urn th

e
 u

n
it o

ff by ro
ta

tin
g

 th
e
 "V

O
LU

M
E

" control knob 
counterclockw

ise u
n

til you hear an audible "click". U
sing th

e
 "LE

V
E

L" knob, 
se

le
ct level 2

. R
epeat ste

p
s 2

 and 3
. R

epeat procedures fo
r rem

aining levels. 

IM
P

O
R

TA
N

T N
O

TE
S

: 

Y
ou m

u
st u

se
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 w

indow
 se

ttin
g
 fo

r a
ll se

ve
n

 le
ve

ls. (E
.G

.) you ca
n

n
o

t 
u

se
 a

 fo
u

r-w
in

d
o

w
 g

rid
 o

n
 le

ve
l o

n
e

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 go to
 le

ve
l tw

o
 a

n
d

 u
se

 a
 1

6
-

w
in

d
o

w
 g

rid
. If you d

id
 w

h
e

n
 you w

e
n
t b

a
ck to

 le
ve

l o
n
e
, yo

u
r m

e
ssa

g
e

s 
w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t p

la
y b

a
ck p

ro
p
e
rly. 

T
h

is u
n
it h

a
s a

 to
ta

l re
co

rd
 tim

e
 o

f 3
0
0
 se

co
n
d
s. T

he b
re

a
kd

o
w

n
 is a

s 
fo

llo
w

s. T
im

e p
e

r le
ve

l by w
in

d
o

w
 se

ttin
g

. 
■

 
1 W

indow
 setting =

 4
2
 seconds per segm

ent per level 
■

 
2
 W

indow
 setting =

 2
1

 seconds per segm
ent per level 

■
 

4
 W

indow
 setting =

 1
0

.5
 seconds per segm

ent per level 
■

 
8
 W

indow
 setting =

 5
.2

5
 seconds per segm

ent per level 
■

 
1

6
 W

indow
 setting =

 2
.5

 seconds per segm
ent per level 

The 7 Level C
om

m
unication B

u
ild

er 
■

 
w

ill shut off autom
atically after playback to

 preserve battery life. H
ow

ever, this 
device still drains a very sm

all current in this "sleep" m
ode. Turn the pow

er off 
w

hen not in use. D
oing this can extend overall battery life. B

atteries should be 
rem

oved during longtim
e storage as they m

ay leak and dam
age the unit. 

■
 

The unit m
ay be w

iped clean using m
ild detergent and w

ater on a dam
p cloth. 

D
o

 n
o

t su
b

m
erg

e th
e u

n
it in w

ater. 

TR
O

U
B

LE
S

H
O

O
TIN

G
: 

If the unit fails to operate, or operates incorrectly, try the follow
ing suggestions: 

♦ 
D

isconnect the pow
er by rem

oving all of the batteries for 2
0
 seconds to

 reset 
the unit. If the unit still does not w

ork correctly after batteries are reinstalled 
replace w

ith new
 alkaline batteries. M

ake su
re proper polarity is o

b
served

 
o

r d
am

ag
e to

 u
n

it m
ay occur. 

♦ 
M

ake sure unit is on and volum
e is set at an audible level. 

♦ 
Try to

 record again to see if the unit w
ill "accept" the new

 recordings. 

R
ev 6

/1
/1

7
 

It g
ro

w
s
 w

ith
 yo

u
! 

T
h

e
 7

-L
e

ve
l C

o
m

m
u

n
ic

a
tio

n
 B

u
ild

e
r is

 a
 s

e
lf-c

o
n

ta
in

e
d

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a

tio
n

 d
e

vic
e

. It 

a
llo

w
s
 th

e
 u

s
e

r to
 re

c
o

rd
 a

n
d

 p
la

y b
a

c
k
 1

, 2
, 4

, 8
, o

r 1
6

 d
iffe

re
n

t m
e

s
s
a

g
e

s
 p

e
r 

le
ve

l. T
h

e
re

 a
re

 s
e

ve
n

 le
ve

ls
 fo

r re
c
o

rd
in

g
s
, g

ivin
g
 yo

u
 a

 to
ta

l o
f u

p
 to

 1
1

2
 

m
e

s
s
a

g
e

s
 (in

 th
e

 1
6

 w
in

d
o

w
 s

e
ttin

g
). T

o
ta

l re
c
o

rd
in

g
 tim

e
 is

 3
0

0
 s

e
c
o

n
d

s
. T

h
e

 

u
n

it c
o

m
e

s
 e

q
u

ip
p

e
d

 w
ith

 5
 s

tu
rd

y fra
m

e
/o

ve
rla

ys
 in

 1
, 2

, 4
, 8

 a
n

d
 1

6
 w

in
d

o
w

s
. 

R
e

-re
c
o

rd
in

g
 is

 re
q

u
ire

d
 w

h
e

n
 yo

u
 c

h
a

n
g
e

 w
in

d
o

w
 fra

m
e

s
. F

ra
m

e
 s

ize
 is

 8
½

" x 7
". 

T
im

e
 p

e
r le

ve
l b

y w
in

d
o

w
 s

e
ttin

g
, u

s
in

g
 a

ll s
e

ve
n

 le
ve

ls
:  

1
 W

in
d

o
w

 s
e

ttin
g
 =

 4
2

 s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 p

e
r s

e
g
m

e
n

t p
e

r le
ve

l  

2
 W

in
d

o
w

 s
e

ttin
g
 =

 2
1

 s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 p

e
r s

e
g
m

e
n

t p
e

r le
ve

l  

4
 W

in
d

o
w

 s
e

ttin
g
 =

 1
0

½
 s

e
c
o

n
d

s
 p

e
r s

e
g
m

e
n

t p
e

r le
ve

l  

8
 W

in
d

o
w

 s
e

ttin
g
 =

 5
¼

 s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 p

e
r s

e
g
m

e
n

t p
e

r le
v
e

l  

1
6

 W
in

d
o

w
 s

e
ttin

g
 =

 2
½

 s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 p

e
r s

e
g
m

e
n

t p
e

r le
ve

l  

S
ize

: 1
2

½
"L

 x 9
¼

"W
 x 4

"H
. R

e
q

u
ire

s
 4

 A
A

 B
a

tte
rie

s
. W

e
ig

h
t: 2

¼
 lb

s
. 

 O
P

E
R

A
T

IO
N

:
O

P
E

R
A

T
IO

N
:

O
P

E
R

A
T

IO
N

:
O

P
E

R
A

T
IO

N
:    

 1
.  

C
a

re
fu

lly tu
rn

 th
e

 d
e

v
ic

e
 o

ve
r to

 re
ve

a
l th

e
 b

a
tte

ry c
o

m
p

a
rtm

e
n

t. A
 s

m
a

ll 

P
h

illip
s
 h

e
a

d
 s

c
re

w
 m

u
s
t b

e
 re

m
o

ve
d

 fro
m

 th
e

 b
a

tte
ry c

o
m

p
a

rtm
e

n
t c

o
ve

r in
 

o
rd

e
r to

 s
lid

e
 it o

ff. O
b

s
e

rv
in

g
 p

ro
p

e
r p

o
la

rity, in
s
ta

ll fo
u

r A
A

 a
lk

a
lin

e
 b

a
tte

rie
s
 

U
s
e

 a
lk

a
lin

e
 b

a
tte

rie
s
 o

n
ly (e

.g
. D

u
ra

c
e

ll o
r E

n
e

rg
ize

r b
ra

n
d

). D
o

 n
o

t u
s
e

 

re
c
h

a
rg

e
a

b
le

 b
a

tte
rie

s
 o

r a
n

y o
th

e
r typ

e
 o

f b
a

tte
rie

s
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 th
e

y s
u

p
p

ly 

lo
w

e
r vo

lta
g
e

 a
n

d
 th

e
 u

n
it w

ill n
o

t p
e

rfo
rm

 p
ro

p
e

rly. N
e

ve
r m

ix o
ld

 a
n

d
 n

e
w

 

b
a

tte
rie

s
 to

g
e

th
e

r o
r d

iffe
re

n
t b

ra
n

d
s
 o

r typ
e

s
 to

g
e

th
e

r. R
e

p
la

c
e

 b
a

tte
ry 

c
o

m
p

a
rtm

e
n

t c
o

ve
r a

n
d

 s
c
re

w
. 

 2
.  

P
la

c
e

 yo
u

r ic
o

n
 g

rid
 o

ve
r th

e
 g

ra
y m

e
s
s
a

g
e

 p
a

d
 a

re
a

 th
e

n
 in

s
ta

ll th
e

 

a
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 w

in
d

o
w

 fra
m

e
. N

e
xt tu

rn
 yo

u
r w

in
d

o
w

 fra
m

e
 s

e
le

c
to

r k
n

o
b

 to
 th

e
 

a
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 s

e
ttin

g
. P

le
a

s
e

 n
o

te
 p

re
-m

a
d

e
 g

rid
 la

yo
u

ts
 c

a
n

 b
e

 m
a

d
e

 w
ith

 o
u

r 

E
a

s
y T

o
 U

s
e

 Ic
o

n
 M

a
k
e

r ite
m

 N
o

.4
0

2
1

 o
r M

a
ye

r-Jo
h

n
s
o

n
’s

 B
o

a
rd

 m
a

k
e

r 

p
ro

g
ra

m
. O

u
r Ite

m
 N

o
. 4

0
0

8
 fo

r M
a

c
in

to
s
h

 c
o

m
p

u
te

rs
 a

n
d

 ite
m

 N
o

. 4
0

0
9

 fo
r 

P
C

 c
o

m
p

u
te

rs
. If yo

u
 h

a
ve

 o
ld

e
r ve

rs
io

n
s
 o

f B
o

a
rd

m
a

k
e

r yo
u

 c
a

n
 d

o
w

n
lo

a
d

 

th
e

 p
re

-m
a

d
e

 g
rid

s
 fro

m
 w

w
w

.M
a

ye
rJo

h
n

s
o

n
.c

o
m

. 

 3
.  

T
u

rn
 th

e
 u

n
it o

n
 b

y tu
rn

in
g
 th

e
 “O

N
/
O

F
F

/
V

O
L

U
M

E
”

O
N

/
O

F
F

/
V

O
L

U
M

E
”

O
N

/
O

F
F

/
V

O
L

U
M

E
”

O
N

/
O

F
F

/
V

O
L

U
M

E
”
 k

n
o

b
 in

to
 th

e
 “O

N
” 

p
o

s
itio

n
. Y

o
u

 w
ill h

e
a

r a
 s

lig
h

t a
u

d
ib

le
 c

lic
k
 a

s
 yo

u
 tu

rn
 th

e
 k

n
o

b
.  

 4
.  

T
h

e
 m

ic
ro

p
h

o
n

e
 is

 lo
c
a

te
d

 o
n

 th
e

 b
o

tto
m

 o
f th

e
 u

n
it n

e
xt to

 th
e

 re
d

 

“R
E

C
O

R
D

R
E

C
O

R
D

R
E

C
O

R
D

R
E

C
O

R
D

” b
u

tto
n

. T
o

 re
c
o

rd
, d

e
p

re
s
s
 a

n
d

 h
o

ld
 th

e
 “R

E
C

O
R

D
R

E
C

O
R

D
R

E
C

O
R

D
R

E
C

O
R

D
” b

u
tto

n
 firs

t, 

th
e

n
 d

e
p

re
s
s
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 m

e
s
s
a

g
e

 p
a

d
s
 s

im
u

lta
n

e
o

u
s
ly a

n
d

 s
p

e
a

k
 in

to
 th

e
 

m
ic

ro
p

h
o

n
e

 (yo
u

r m
o

u
th

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

p
p

ro
xim

a
te

ly 4
-6

” fro
m

 th
e

 m
ic

ro
p

h
o

n
e

). 

R
e

le
a

s
e

 b
o

th
 b

u
tto

n
s
 o

n
c
e

 re
c
o

rd
in

g
 is

 o
v
e

r. P
la

yb
a

c
k
 yo

u
r m

e
s
s
a

g
e

 b
y 

p
re

s
s
in

g
 a

n
d

 re
le

a
s
in

g
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 p

a
d

 u
s
e

d
 to

 re
c
o

rd
. E

a
c
h

 o
f th

e
 re

m
a

in
in

g
 

m
e

s
s
a

g
e

 p
a

d
s
 c

a
n

 b
e

 “p
ro

g
ra

m
m

e
d

” in
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 m

a
n

n
e

r. (T
h

e
 u

n
it w

ill re
ta

in
 

re
c
o

rd
e

d
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 in

d
e

fin
ite

ly, e
ve

n
 if th

e
 b

a
tte

rie
s
 a

re
 d

is
c
o

n
n

e
c
te

d
. 

P
re

v
io

u
s
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