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“Let’s do a magazine featuring Veterans!”- the umpteenth project idea in that week my hus-

band wanted us to take on. Not particular excited about the undertaking, I initially ignored 

his suggestion, hoping it would go away. Neither of us had any writing or journalism experi-

ence or the slightest idea of how to create a magazine. “How would we fund it??” (of course 

my biggest concern). “Where would we find the time?” “So we come out with the first issue, 

then what? Biannual issues? Quarterly issues?” I should have known better than to think the 

idea would just go away. See, with a lot of his ideas, I’m the thinker, and he’s the doer. I 

should have known that it was going to happen, whether I was on board or not.

The Ivy League was celebrating it’s 2nd year Anniversary in August. Petty Officer Browne of 

Degrees North Images captured the event and that was the impromptu start for the magazine. 

“Wait, what?? You started shooting? So we are doing this for real?” I had no choice then but 

to get on board!

We needed to organize. We needed to plan. We needed to find Veterans! Over the past 2.5 

years that we have lived in Houston, through The Ivy League we had come to know many Vet-

erans, all very supportive of our business. Veterans are supportive of each other! We had 

initially teamed up with Staff Sergeant John Smith of Blacksmith photo for this project with 

whom we had worked on a previous project for Young Houston Magazine- in which we were both 

featured.

Standard Issue represents the gear that is issued the first week of Boot Camp and then again 

once you arrive to your assigned duty station – including but not at all limited to your 

weapon, flak jacket, sleeping bag. The premise of The Ivy League’s self funded magazine came 

to be LOVE OF COUNTRY (Our Veteran), LOVE OF COMMUNITY (the businesses who supported us in 

this venture), LOVE OF FASHION (the fabulous clothes the models were featured in from The 

Ivy League). 

Being an Emergency Physician by trade, especially through working at the Long Beach VA dur-

ing our former life in California, and most importantly being married to a veteran for 9 

years, I have become very familiar with the challenges veterans face. Those hardships are 

extensively and often times the only issues discussed. In my 10 years of practice, I am most 

proud of the time I spent at the VA. If we stayed in California, I would have worked there 

forever. Veterans are the most appreciative people ever! Never a sense of entitlement, re-

gardless of whether they were homeless or a successful business person. Ever thankful to us 

(in my opinion not as deserved as we, the staff were ever thankful to them). 

Veterans are humble! So we instead wanted to honor them and the positive things that they 

are doing, and share their success stories. In this magazine, you will learn about the amaz-

ing things that our local veterans are doing in our community. We hope that what you see and 

read gives you insight into their lives and their outlook on life. For myself, the most in-

spiring part of this journey was meeting some amazing people and learning how they attribute 

the fiber of their being to their time served in the military. 

Veterans love being Veterans! If there was ever a moment over the past month and a half that 

the magazine was put on the back burner to all the other things we had to do for The Ivy 

League or our day to day lives, just reading these Veterans’ answers to the Standard Issue Q 

& A inspired me to push forward to complete our goal. We hope that as you honor our Veterans 

on this upcoming Veterans Day, you think not only about the sacrifices that they have made, 

but also what they find more important- what the military has done for them (and us all). 

We hope you enjoy reading our inaugural issue of The Ivy League's Standard Issue Magazine. 
Semper Fidelis (Always Faithful)
Latoya Hart, Spouse of Marine Corps Veteran, Editor Commanding

T H E  I V Y  L E A G U E 

INTERESTED IN CONTRIBUTING 
YOUR TALENTS TO OUR MAGAZINE 
IN THE FORM OF WRITING, EDIT-
ING, OR STORY IDEAS? ARE YOU 
A VETERAN THAT WOULD LIKE TO 
BE FEATURED? OR FOR GENERAL 
MAGAZINE INQUIRIES, CONTACT US. 
VETERAN AND CIVILIAN TALENTS 
ARE WELCOME.

Phone:
(832) 559-3535    
(832) 559-1155 

standardissuemagvet@gmail.com 

www.theivyleaguemensshop.com

Instagram                                                                    

@theivyleaguemensshop

@standardissuemag.vet

LOOK OUT FOR 
OUR MEMORIAL 
DAY 2017 ISSUE!

Support our annual Toys for 
Tots Drive in partnership with 
the Marine Corps. Drop off a 

new, unwrapped toy to The Ivy 
League and get 10% off one 

regular priced item.
 

Collection deadline 12/14/2016
Make Up Artist-Shauntel Jones, Touch Make Up Academy

http://theivyleaguemensshop@gmail.com 
http://www.theivyleaguemensshop.com
https://www.instagram.com/theivyleaguemensshop/
https://www.instagram.com/standardissuemag.vet/


VICTOR 
HART

A MAN WITH A PLAN.
“Victor Hart, First Class”

By Levi Lamont Beard

If you would ask the average American citizen what comes to mind 
when thinking of a member of the U.S. Marine Corps, some would prob-

ably say things like “amped up”, “blood lust”, or “Jar Head”. However, 
the misconception of most Marines, or members of the Armed Services 
for that matter, is that they have the inability to be regular members of 

society once being discharged. That the day to day militarism of pro-
tocol would cause these former soldiers the inability to assimilate into 
civilian life. But if entrepreneur and Marine veteran, Victor Hart, has his 

way, the everyday American would soon learn the truth about former 
soldiers, and the true value they have in our lives.

For Hart, the dream of starting Standard Issue Magazine was birthed 
from a desire to see Vets like himself, receive a fair shot after military 

life. The hope of the magazine, as he sees it, is that the content will 
become a true resource for veterans looking to thrive in civilian life. “The 

transition’s hard, it’s complicated,” he notes.

The former Sergeant and Jacksonville, Florida native believes that his desire to help oth-
ers stems from his days as a youth, the oldest of five, thrust into the role as a surrogate 

father to his siblings. He recalls the day his mother passed away, May 28th, 2003, and 
how that altered his reality. He enlisted in basic training just two months later, chart-

ing a new path. Although he has no regrets, looking back he felt that he could have been 
more hands on with his siblings; but in reflection, notes “ I wouldn’t have been able to 

come back and share with them stories about Abuja, Nigeria, Mozambique, or Abu Dhabi, 
Kenya, Tokyo…”

Whilst stationed in Camp Pendleton, CA, he met and married his wife, Dr. Latoya May-
nard- Hart, an emergency physician. The inspiration and motivation that came from their 

union stimulated him to apply to a newly formed, executive M.B.A. program at Harvard 
Business School, attended by the likes of many high profile entrepreneurs.  To Hart’s 

surprise, he was accepted, which further cemented the decision he made to leave home 
for the military, at the crossroads of his life. With the use of his post 9/11 GI Bill tuition as-

sistance benefits, he is due to complete his studies March 2017.  

As a nearly 8 year member of the Marine Corps, he mostly misses the camaraderie he 
shared with his peers, with the day to day task of contributing to the safety of American 

Life. “Because of the sacrifice, you become selfless…prepared to give your life for the freedom of American life,” Hart says. Now, 
as the Founder of Standard Issue magazine, but also the proprietor of The Ivy League, Hart is quietly building an empire with the 
principles he learned from his days in the military. However, he fondly remembers the words of one of his professors at Harvard 

Business School; “you have to have passion first, define your purpose, and then you’ll make profits…passion, purpose and profit; if 
those three things can work together, you’re going to automatically make it in your business, and in your life.” Sounds like words to 

live by.

S H O W C A S ES H O W C A S E

The ivy 
League
MEN'S WEAR 
DONE RIGHT.

THE IVY LEAGUE
The Ivy League Men's Shop is a veteran owned and 
operated  men's clothing boutique located in the 
Vintage Park shopping village in Northwest Houston, 
Texas.

We provide quality boutique brands found in the 
finer Men's Boutiques and Department Stores. What 
makes us unique however is the other great services 
we provide. We offer tailored shirts and tailored 
suits at an affordable price. Our lounge themed 
Men's boutique provides a welcoming atmosphere 
where our customers love to visit, lounge around, 
grab a beverage on us and intake the news, a movie 
or current events on our tv screens.

We offer veteran and active duty military discounts.

We're open 7 days a week and are available by ap-
pointment. Call us to make a convenient appoint-
ment or to ask a question about our brands, sizes 
and styles featured throughout the magazine. 

130 Vintage Park Blvd, Suite 130-D
Houston, TX 77070 
TX 249 & Louetta Rd. across from Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema

Phone: (832) 559-3535 or (832) 559-1155 
theivyleaguemensshop@gmail.com 
www.theivyleaguemensshop.com
Facebook: The Ivy League Men’s Shop
Instagram @theivyleaguemensshop
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ABOVE Shirt- 7 Diamonds Shorts Descendant of Thieves, Happy Socks, Card Hodler 
Hook + Albert

ABOVE Jeans- 7 ForAll Mankind Shirt Original Penguin, Bag Hook + Albert

BELOW Paul Hewitt Bracelets

ABOVE Suit & Game Day Shirt  Custom Made by The Ivy League Shorts Original Penguin



LOVE OF COUNTRY   
Our Veteran
Staff Sergeant John Smith

What branch did you serve in?
USMC
Job/Military Occupational Specialty 
Logistician which means I moved Marines and equip-
ment places safely using provided means of transporta-
tion. Planes, trains and automobiles but mostly via sea 
vessel. 

How long did you serve?
10 yrs

What do you miss the most about the military?
I really miss the random duty assignments, and the feel-
ing of excitement when I knew such an assignment was 
coming up. Thailand, Hawaii, Germany, Iraq, Afghani-
stan, China, The Phillipines, Japan, Ireland, Kyrgyzstan. 
All places I got "all expenses paid trips to". What's the 
opposite of first class?
I miss the days of waking up and having no clue what 
would be in store, but knowing that I was prepared to 
take on any challenge. 
I miss leading Marines and teaching, training, influenc-
ing and mentoring without political constraints.  I would 
commonly say "I can't believe I'm getting paid to do 
this!" Or "I'm not getting paid enough to do this!"...more 
of the latter.

What is the one thing that you think of when you 
think of the military ?
Friends, comrades, great leaders, and rigorous training. 
What do you do now?
I provide commercial, fashion, and product photography 
services to businesses and individuals while simultane-
ously sharing an amazing experience. Visit our down-
town studio in Houston, and our website at 
Blacksmithphoto.com

How has the military changed you?
It's made me mentally, and emotionally tougher. I have 
a thick skin and won't get flustered easily thanks to the 
Corps. 

What do you love about being a veteran?
There is a sense of pride that's inherent in being a Ma-
rine. There is also a continued characteristic of being en-
during. A feeling of responsibility for those in my sphere 
of influence is very much a part of who I am. 

Of your Standard Issue gear which item is your favor-
ite & why?
There is no better peice of gear than the flak jacket! 
Keeps you warm when it's cold, helps you sleep sitting 
upright, protects you from rounds and shrapnel. Lets 
you get spartan kicked by me when you're being and 
asshat.

LOVE OF COUNTRY                             
Our Veteran Zachary Devon, Technical Sergeant
What branch did you serve in? Air Force
How long did you serve? 4 years
What do you miss the most about the military? 
The camaraderie and team building aspect of my flight.
What is the one thing that you think of when you think of the military? Discipline is the key.
What do you do now? I own an entertainment branding firm and am also an established music artist.
How has the military changed you? The military has helped me to reinforce structure and determina-
tion into my actions towards achieving my dreams. Without the lessons that it taught me in self-disci-
pline and perseverance, I would have not come as far as I have today.
What do you love about being a veteran?
It's a good feeling to know that I've done something to add to the fulfillment of this country's values and 
it's an honor to have a large community of support from other veterans that have sacrificed so much.
Of your Standard Issue gear which item is your favorite & why?
My attire. My Airmen Battle Uniform (ABU)-it was less of a hassle to wear than our service dress uniform  
and more comfortable LOL.
LOVE OF COMMUNITY
Vintage Park is a lifestyle shopping center with pedestrian friendly walkways and convenient public 
parking. Vintage Park is a visual transport to an Italian shopping promenade, with the Piazza, a nearly 
one acre pedestrian area, as the heart of the center. Special attention has been given to fine details with 
rich Mediterranean architecture, hand-laid pavers, stone columns, clay tile roofs, mosaic ornamental 
pieces, and hand-painted murals. The Piazza features a series of fountains and beautiful landscaping 
that can be enjoyed by diners from one of the many venues that overlook the area.

LOVE OF FASHION The Ivy League Shirt- 1 Like No Other Pants- Dockers BELT- The Ivy League
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Sweet 
tooth
LOVE OF COUNTRY

Our Veteran
Corporal Bryan Enamorado

What branch did you serve in?  
United States Marine Corps 

What was your occupation? 
Supply Administration

How long did you serve? 
4 years 2007-2011

What do you miss the most about the military? 
I miss the uncertainty, because everyday can be dif-

ferent in the military.
What is the one thing that you think of when you 

think of the military? 
 I think of the people I've known and how they're 

doing today.
What do you do now?

 I'm a VA Contact Representative.
How has the military changed you? 

I'm just sure that it was a great decision for me, be-
cause I came from poverty.

What do you love about being a veteran? I feel 
honored to have served.

Of your Standard Issue gear which item is your 
favorite & why?

I always liked our desert camos becasue we could 
roll our sleeves. 

COMMUNITY
The Business

Sweet Box Candy
Bursting with vibrant colors and charm. Sweet Box 
Candy provides the perfect atmosphere to be a kid 

in a candy store.

FASHION
HIS The Ivy League

Shirt- Custom Made by 
The Ivy League                                                             

Bracelet & Watch Paul Hewitt 
 HERS    La Ve Vee Couture 

S H O W C A S E S H O W C A S E

LOVE OF COUNTRY

Our Veteran
SPC Gregory Burciaga 
What branch did you serve in?  
Army
What was your occupation? 
Supply Administration
How long did you serve? 
3 years
What do you miss the most about the military? 
The structure and activity. There was never a dull 
moment. There was always something that needed 
to be done. That and blowing stuff up.

What is the one thing that you think of when you 
think of the military? 
 Hang it! Fire! *High angle hell, Death from above*
I think of all those guys who were great battle bud-
dies. Those relationships will be different than any 
you make in the civilian world.
What do you do now?
I work in the Oil and Gas Industry as a crude, residue 
and NGL scheduler
How has the military changed you? 
It changed my work ethic. Now, when a job needs to 
get done, I make sure it gets done in a timely manner 
and above the standard.
What do you love about being a veteran? I love 
the network and how it makes a connection between 
you and other veterans you meet in passing. 
Of your Standard Issue gear which item is your 
favorite & why?
My woobie! It is every soldier's favorite piece of 
standard issue gear, knowing it or not. It keeps the 
hot sun away and keeps you warm in the winter. Also 
it makes for a great pillow in your sleep system.                                

COMMUNITY
The Business
La Ve Vee Couture (& The La Ve Vee Girls) special-
izes in sizes from 0-16. No matter what the occasion 
we have an outfit for you. If you want the hottest 
fashion for women, shop La Ve Vee Couture. Never 
the ordinary, always the extraordinary.

FASHION
HIS The Ivy League Shirt- 7 Diamonds Shorts- 
Howe Belt- The Ivy League Precision Belt
HERS Top- La Ve Vee Couture
Bottom (Right to left) Shirts- Jared Lang, 7 Dia-
monds #1-#3
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LOVE OF COMMUNITY
The Business
DONAFE’S CAFÉ

281 257 5677
 www.donafes.com
Gourmet Coffee, Savory Meat Pies & Pastries, Roti
Handcrafted Sandwiches, Soups, Salads, Treats & Desserts

With the purchase of a hot or cold beverage
Get a dessert or pastry 
50% OFF
(When you present this ad)

Featuring the flavors of 
Trinidad & Tobago  

126 Vintage Park Blvd, 
Bldg D,Suite F, Houston TX 

77070

S H O W C A S E

LOVE OF COUNTRY

Our Veteran
Specialist Lynwood Stevenson
What branch did you serve in?  United States Army
What was your occupation? 
Supply Administration
How long did you serve? 
8 years 
What do you miss the most about the military? 
The experience of seeing and going to places I might 
not otherwise have been able to, especially at the age I 
was when I enlisted. I also miss the camaraderie.
What is the one thing that you think of when you think 
of the military? 
Patriotism. It was an honor to serve a country that I'm 
proud to be a citizen of.
What do you do now? I'm a Field Service Manager for 
MorphoTrust.
 How has the military changed you?  I understand that 
most problems are not as hard as they seem. 
What do you love about being a veteran? That kids are 
proud of the fact that I served.
Of your Standard Issue Gear, which item is your favor-
ite? The Boots. They were very comfortable when broken 
in and could be worn with civilian clothing as well. 

LOVE OF FASHION
THE IVY LEAGUE Shirt 1 Like No Other. Chinos- Ben 
Sherman Bracelet -Paul Hewitt

LOVE OF COUNTRY
Our Veteran Petty Officer 3rd Class or FS3 Ashton West
In what branch did you serve? United States Coast Guard.
What was your occupation? I was a food service technician 
3rd class. I cooked for 115 enlisted and officers as well as for 
any migrants we picked up on patrol.
How long did you serve? I served for three years taking a 
voluntary separation in 2010 in pursuit of school and art.
What do you miss about the military? The thing I miss 
most about the military was the travel to lands I had never 
seen before, meeting people I would have never had the 
chance to meet as well as the open waters of deep cerulean 
blue that curled and slapped the side of the cutters spraying 
mist in the air.
What is the one thing that you think of when you think of 
the military? For me it was an adventure like that of a book 
with strife and trials of the job that coalesce with the beauty 
of the world and camaraderie built between fellow sailors.
What do you do now? I am a 3D modeller finishing up a 
degree in computer science. You can check out my work on 
instagram @ashtonart.
How has the military changed you? The military changes 
everyone in different ways and for me it was helping me find 
the drive and focus I had been missing.
What do you love about being a veteran?
I love that veterans look out for each other and will even give 
the shirt off their own back for another. It is a special thing to 
see and be a part of. 

Of your Standard Issue gear which item is your favorite & 
why?
Gore-tex  rain jacket which allowed me to hangout on the fan-
tail while it rained.
LOVE OF COMMUNITY
The Business- BRIX WINE CELLARS
BRIX is a warm and friendly place to enjoy a glass of wine and 
excellent food. Situated on the beautiful Piazza Fontana in the 
Vintage Park Shopping Center in Northwest Houston, BRIX 
features over 2,500 bottles of wine, representing more than 
500 different wine labels, stored in a climate-controlled wine 
vault. Along with their extensive award-winning wine list and 
warm atmosphere, they offer an exquisite selection of delec-
table dishes prepared by award winning chefs.

LOVE OF FASHION
THE IVY LEAGUE   LEFT Adolfo Jacket,  Shirt  Original Penguin,  Bracelet Paul Hewitt
Lapel Pin The Dapper Cats
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the art 
of living
By Levi Lamont Beard

After graduating from Lake Charles Boston High, 
Whaley enlisted in 2006, amidst a full scholarship of-
fer to Grambling University as a Science major. While 
anyone else would’ve jumped at the opportunity to 
be on a college campus, in pursuit of a major and the 
occasional party, his resolve was cemented. When 
asked about his desire to serve his country, he recalls 
an Army recruiting office across from his elemen-
tary school. On Career Days, servicemen would wax 
poetic of the joys of military life. Despite his interest, 
art was somewhere looming about in the back of his 
mind. During high school, he considered a career as a 
car designer. But yet, he knew at a young age that he 
wanted to travel the world and give back to society 
in some sort of way.

While stationed in Afghanistan as a member of the 
“Sea Bees” engineering unit of the Navy, the desire to 
pick up the sketch pad resurfaced. “I really want to 
take this seriously, but I don’t know in which direc-
tion I want to go,” Whaley says of the moment he 
decided to revive his artistic dreams. It wasn’t until 
life had his back against the wall, after returning to 
America, and not having enough to pay his cable 
bill one day, that he stretched his comfort level, and 
began working on his first artistic piece. “I have some 
paper, paint, and a few brushes, I guess I’ll do some-
thing,” he recalls of that fateful day. The end result 
was an abstract perspective of Mars with a view of 
the Moon, that didn’t quite turn out as he’d hoped, 
but ignited the desire to go full throttle in pursuit of 
an art career that has lasted two years to date. Since 
making the decision to be a full time artist, he’s done 
shows not only in Houston, but in Miami as well, and 
for quite a few charity foundations; One in particular 
held this past June called “Hope for Art” raised funds 
for families affected by A.I.D.S.

Whaley, 28, is proud of his latest accomplishment 
of doing over 23 shows within the year, something 
very uncommon for an unknown artist. He attributes 
some of his influences to contemporary artist, Ivben 
Taqiy of Philadelphia and the deceased Yves Klein 
of Nice, France, both of whom incorporated the “mix 
media” approach to their work. Yet, he likens his 
work ethic to the legendary B.B. King, who he recalls 
getting back on the road to tour, on his wedding day. 

Whaley even created a piece in homage to King, made entirely 
of vinyl records. “I’m learning to be more of a creator, than a 
painter,” Whaley says. “Last year was about me being curious…
let me see if I can really do this.” His next focus is on Art Basel in 
Miami, this December.

When asked about how receptive his family was to his decision 
to go full time as an artist, after earning his Associates degree 
in International Business Management from American Inter-
continental University in 2012, he states, “at first they were real 
skittish, but I just found out recently, which is kind of funny, 
they’ve been watching me, ever since I started, on my Insta-
gram.” He notes that their reasoning was that they didn’t want 
his work to be affected by their opinion. “Coming from a small 
town, who cares about art?” Whaley states, when thinking of 
how his parents didn’t quite understand his passion. “Now that 
they know that their son is really taking this seriously, they 
have been real supportive.” Whaley goes on to say that due to 
the high competitive nature of the art world, the difference 
between an unknown artist and a prominent name, is prov-
enance. Provenance relates to the purchase of an item by a 
person of wealth and notoriety, thus giving value to that item.

Although Whaley is no longer active, he is still a reservist for 
the Navy. In reflection, he looks back on his time in service as 
the rudiments of his character and his value system. During the 
course of his military career, he did tours in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
El Salvador, Antigua and even Cuba at the infamous Guantana-
mo Bay prison compound. Yet, his fondest memories are of his 
time in El Salvador, building schools and hospitals with the Sea 
Bees, as a heavy equipment operator. Moreover, he counts his 
blessings to even be doing art, considering his close proximity 
to danger at the random detonation of I.E.D.s in Afghanistan, 
during battle engagement.

Whaley, who also does live painting enjoys the camaraderie 
of complete strangers who gather to watch him paint. “Just 
having people- Black, White, Hispanic, Asian, stop and enjoy my 
art; seeing them side by side, especially with all the stuff that’s 
going on in the nation; all those people around in unity… that’s 
what I’m doing, I’m bringing folks together.”

enry David Thoreau once said, “The world is but a 
canvas to our imagination.” No set of words could ever 
ring more true than these for a boy once inspired by 
dreams of seeing the world, with aspirations bigger 
than the realities of Anita Drive, Lake Charles, Louisi-

ana. Before joining the Navy and having the honor and distinc-
tion of Petty Officer 2nd Class, John Henry Whaley, Jr. was 

H
just a youngster, with a burning desire to be the best airbrush artist 
ever. However, the trajectory of his life would change when his mother 
signed him up for the Navy Sea Cadets, a non-profit ROTC outlet 
designed to bolster character building in inner city youth. His mother 
asked him to give it a try for just a year. Whaley liked it, so much so, that 
he stayed throughout middle school and high school, which afforded 
him the opportunity to enlist into the Navy with a higher rank than his 
peers. “Some days, kids would be out going to dances, and I would be 
doing drills,” Whaley recounts.

FASHION THE IVY LEAGUE SHIRT TALLIA, CHINOS BEN SHERMAN
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Recognized as being one of 
the "best breakfast restau-
rants in the nation" by Good 
Morning America, Esquire, 
USA Today, Zagat, Houston 
Press, Forbes Traveler, 2011 
Houston Culinary Awards, 
and City Search. The Break-
fast Klub celebrates it's 
15th year anniversary this 
year.

S T A N D A R D  I S S U E  F A V E

THE BREAKFAST KLUB here have been some amazing military in-
novations over the years: but none compares 
to the simplest, most wonderful invention 
known to mankind: the poncho liner, af-
fectionately known by all those who have felt 

its life-giving warmth as the “woobie.” Ask any soldier 
or Marine, especially those in the infantry, how he feels 
about his woobie, and his eyes will light up and then 
mist over as he waxes lyrically over the virtues of this 
item. Hard-bitten combat veterans grow poetic and 
wistful, declaring their love for this piece of equipment. 
It is perhaps the single most-loved item in the armed 
forces. 
What is it, and why does it inspire this fanatical devo-
tion? 
The “liner, wet weather, poncho” as it’s officially called, 
consists of two layers of nylon surrounding a polyester 
filling, sewn up along the sides and crosswise to ensure 
a very tough and durable piece of equipment. Army 
logistics manuals fail to say what magic spells are cast 
over poncho liners when they are made to make them 
so efficient at trapping heat in and keeping the cold 
out. They were originally produced in the 1960s, during 
the Vietnam War, when U.S. soldiers and Marines were 
engaged in jungle fighting. The troops needed a light-
weight poncho to keep them relatively dry in the wet 
jungles and rice paddies, but also something to keep 
them warm during the cool nights. Thus the poncho 
and poncho liner were born. While the poncho liner was 
almost an afterthought to the poncho, it was the liner 
that would steal troops’ hearts. 
The distinctive three-color camouflage pattern, that 
until only recently was the hallmark of all poncho lin-
ers, came from using recycled camouflaged parachute 
material left over from World War II. Even though the 
troops were wearing green fatigues, their poncho liners 
were of the mottled camo color. This continued even 
after recycled parachutes ceased to be used for the 
nylon covers of the poncho liners. Perhaps some of 
the grit and determination from the airborne troops of 
World War II leaked out from their chutes into the liners. 
Who can say? But upon their introduction, they became 
a huge hit.
So why is it called a woobie? What kind of silly name 
is that for a piece of high-speed, military-grade equip-
ment? The origins of the term are lost in the mists of 
time, but many theories abound. One theory goes that 
it comes from the phrase, “Because you would be cold 
without it,” where “would be,” evolved into woobie. A 
similar version has it called a “willbie,” because, “It will be 
what keeps you from freezing.” Another theory comes 

from a bit of pop culture, where the term came from the 
1983 Michael Keaton movie, “Mr. Mom,” in which the 
child calls his security blanket his woobie. Judging from 
the internet comments from veterans of the 1970s and 
1980s, the term did not come into being until the 1990s, 
after the movie came out. 
No matter what you call it, is it really like a security 
blanket? 
The answer is a resounding, “Hell yes!” A mere glance 
at veterans’ internet forums show a myriad of uses for 
this simple item. It can be used as a blanket, pillow, 
shelter, hammock, camo hide for concealment, jacket 
liner, seat cushion, mattress — when you are sleeping 
on the ground, anything helps — and something soft 
to hold onto when you’re far away from home and ev-
erything’s going to … well, you know, the stuff that hits 
the fan. It is remarkably resilient to extreme heat and 
cold, dries quickly when wet, and most importantly, can 
be squished up into a tiny ball that takes up barely any 
room in your rucksack and adds virtually no weight. I am 
still convinced it is magical.
Veterans often hang on to their woobies well after 
they leave the military, preferring to claim it as a “field 
loss” and pay the charges rather than turn it in. One vet 
claimed his woobie had outlasted several marriages, 
which probably says more about the stresses of military 
life than it does for the woobie, although many claim 
that woobies go missing in divorces. Young men in the 
military claim that “girls love it and think the term woo-
bie is cute,” and so it is often used to begin a romantic 
relationship. Kids love the woobie because it is light, soft 
texture, reminding them of their mom or dad, and can 
be used as a cape when running around pretending to 
be a superhero. Many woobies get passed on through 
generations of veterans, with some troops deploying 
to Iraq or Afghanistan with their dads’ woobies from 
Vietnam. 
Is it odd that there is so much love for such a simple 
item? Perhaps, but there is much in the military that 
might seem odd to people outside of it. The woobie is 
synonymous with comfort, and after a long, wet day on 
patrol, there’s nothing better than to crawl into some-
thing warm, dry, and soft, and have that moment of 
relief. Far from home on deployment, pulling your woo-
bie around your shoulders gives a sense of safety that is 
quite often absent. Simply put, it is the greatest thing to 
ever be issued by the U.S. military. 
The woobie: never leave home without it. 

Source: www.taskandpurpose.com
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the woobie
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LOVE OF COMMUNITY
Peli Peli is laying the groundwork for South African cuisine. Guided by the hands of Chef Paul Friedman, the menu gives 
a refreshing twist on chicken, seafood and steak dishes. A top rated Trip Advisor destination, you can check us out on 
CNBC's Restaurant Startup, see Chef Paul on the Food Network's Cutthroat Kitchen, or stop in to our new concept the 
Peli Peli Kitchen.

LOVE OF FASHION The Ivy League HIS Shirt- John Lennon Collection
Pants- Custom made by The Ivy League  HER Dress- La Ve Vee Couture
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S H O W C A S E

LOVE OF COUNTRY
Our Veteran Jeffrey Sutton
In what branch did you serve? Army  
What was your occupation? 
Infantry, Fire Team Leader          
What do you miss about the military?       
I miss the camaraderie I had with the men 
I served with. While we were deployed, 
each other was all we had. We learned to 
trust each other and complete our objec-
tives as a team. When the shooting started, 
there were no pause buttons or time outs. 
We were in some very dangerous situa-
tions, and we made it through the day with 
the trust and love we had in each other. 
We were a part of something bigger than 
ourselves, which gave us all a great sense 
of honor and loyalty to our cause.  Unfor-
tunately, not everyone made it back home, 
we forged bonds and made memories that 
cannot ever be broken or forgotten. We all 
love America, but we didn't just fight for 
our country necessarily; we fought for each 
other.
What is the one thing you think of when 
you think of the military? A band of 
brothers; the biggest gang in the world. I 
also think about the men we lost, and I can 
still see their faces. Some of the best men 
I've ever had the privilege of knowing died 
in this war, and it's up to us to keep their 
memories alive, because they gave their 
lives so that others may live. There is no 
greater honor.   "There is no greater love 
than to lay down one’s life for friends.” John 
15:13

What do you do now? I'm the Texas affiliate for 
my familiy's business, Wise Choice Alternatives, 
and I manage administration. WiseChoiceAlter-
natives.com
How has the military changed you?
The military has changed me in more ways 
than I can list. I'm more aware of myself, my 
surroundings, and the world. After I served, 
I had a deeper love and appreciation for my 
country and the freedoms that so many take for 
granted. The military showed me my true self, 
gave me a sense of self identity, and brought 
me closer to Christ; without whom I would not be alive today. Being in the Army was not 
only the best decision I ever made, It was the best job I ever had. 

What do you love about being a veteran?
 I feel a sense of accomplishment and belonging, even out of active duty. Not a day goes 
by that I don't miss being in combat, and as many other veterans would agree, I'd gladly 
go back and fight again if I was called, but my fiance would probably duck tape me to the 
bed If I tried. (laughing) 

Of your Standard Issue gear which item is your favorite & why? Of the gear I was 
issued, my favorite was my M4 carbine. I literally took it everywhere with me, even the 
bathroom. lol In combat, a soldiers weapon is almost like a part of his body.

S H O W C A S E

ABOVE Model Savannah “Vann” Fields, Jeffrey Sutton

“ THERE IS 
NO GREATER 
LOVE THAN 
TO LAY DOWN 
ONE’S LIFE 
FOR FRIENDS.” 
JOHN 15:13
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S H O W C A S E

Our Veteran Petty Officer 3rd class MMN3 Dawn Barr
What branch did you serve in? Navy
How long did you serve? 4 years
What do you miss the most about the military?
The camaraderie. I went through a long training program and 
was with some of my shipmates from the very beginning. We 
worked together, lived together and were a makeshift family, 
and when you messed with one, you messed with us all. In some 
cases, you feel more protected by you shipmates than your civil-
ian friends or even your family. They're the only ones who will 
ever really know what "it" was like.
What is the one thing that you think of when you think of the 
military?
I remember being uncomfortable traveling in uniform. It's hard 
to have the eyes of civilians on you...wondering where you're 
going, where you've been and what you know. The airport was 
always an uncomfortable place.
What do you do now?
Professional Photographer
How has the military changed you
I'm much more political and judgemental of our government 
and how they use the military.
What do you love about being a veteran?
Meeting other veterans that are critical thinkers when it comes 
to things like foreign policy and the role of the military in the 
world. I also love meeting people who genuinely support veter-
ans through charities and bringing attention to issues unique to 
veterans.
Of your Standard Issue gear which item is your favorite & why?
 I love my boots because they are a physical representation of the 

time served. Over the years they became so scuffed 
and gouged, the soles so worn in some areas there 
was almost no tread left. Even after an intense pol-
ish and shine, you could still see the evidence of the 
physical, mental and spiritual strain. I fought my own 
wars in those boots. 

Her Business-Degrees North Images
I'm an elopement and wedding photographer for 
playful, adventurous couples. I'm based near Houston, 
but am available for destination events worldwide. 
Some of my work has been published on websites like 
People.com, Huffington Post and GayWeddings.com 
and in the magazine Love Wins Texas Weddings. This 
fall we will also be published in the Australian wed-
ding magazine, Queensland Brides.

F O R M A L  W E A R  B Y  T H E  I V Y  L E A G U E

Concept and Photographer: Heather Navratil, Cardinal Rose Photography Design and Execution: Elizabeth Abshire, Elizabeth Abshire Events & Design Dress Designer: Tara LaTour 

Bridal Gown Boutique: Unbridaled Houston Hair and Make-up: Kelsey Vawter, Styled by Kelsey V. Venue: Madera Estates Flowers: Westside Flower Exchange Invitations: Ryann Jarrard, 

Nine Zero Nine Creative Jewelry: On Pointe Designs Menswear: The Ivy League Mens Shop Models: Britt De Lynn & David Camp
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M U S T  H AV E S

THE ACCESORIES

Need gift ideas for your occasional wedding? Check out 
these accesories and more available at the Ivy League of 

Men's Wear. 

G R O O M ' S  E S S E N T I A L S  G U I D E

1 / PRODUCT  HARRY'S Razors  2 / PRODUCT  The Dapper Cats  Lapel Flower Pin.  3 / PRODUCT  The Ivy League Groom Cuff Links 4 / PRODUCT Cambridge Knight Cologne  

5 / PRODUCT Hook + Albert Bowtie 6 / PRODUCT Passport Holder 7 / PRODUCT  Wurkin Stiffs Dopp Kit
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G R O O M S M E N  G I F T S

 1 / PRODUCT  HARRY'S  Shave Gel 2 / PRODUCT  The Ivy League Best Man Cuff Links. 3 / PRODUCT Waves Watch in Rosewood 4 / PRODUCT  Grooms Man Cuffllinks 

5 / PRODUCT Hook + Albert Card holder
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C U S T O M  D R E S S  S H I R T S  B Y 
T H E  I V Y  L E A G U E

COORDINATE YOUR SUIT WITH A CUSTOM MADE 
SHIRT  DESIGNED BY YOU FOR THE PERFECT 

COMBINATION. STARTING AT ONLY $90!

S T A Y  T U N E D 
F O R  O U R 

M E M O R I A L  D A Y 
2 0 1 7  I S S U E .

S T A N D A R D  I S S U E 
2 2

S T A N D A R D  I S S U E 
2 3

Y O U R  L O O K ,  Y O U R  D E S I G N ,  Y O U R  WAY
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