
2019 Soulstruck
Sauvignon Blanc

Santa Barbara County

Seductive aromas of cherimoya and mango are translated through the deliciously energetic varietal lens of Sauvignon Blanc. 
The price is delivered through the deliciously affordable lens of Soulstruck.

2018 Dream Field
Chardonnay

Peake Vineyard, Sta. Rita Hills

Peake Vineyard Manager Mike Anderson is extremely good at this game. 2017 was my first exposure to his fanatically 
meticulous farming over on Santa Rosa Road. That year we made a very nice Pinot Noir, especially considering how young 

the vines were. Then 2018 rolled around, and I just couldn’t pass up the opportunity to work with this vineyard’s most 
stunning hillside block of Chardonnay. That sublime hillside is now, literally, my dream field. 

This is now the 3rd Chardonnay in our Terroir Extraordinaire lineup, beautifully contrasting Top Cream and The Limit. For 
a wine that has been through full barrel and malolactic fermentations, its green apple fruit sure is razor-sharp and pristine. 

There is that baked, almost brioche thing going on just like in its other two mates, but here it’s extremely fresh with an 
almost racy, hard candy quality. While its tight construction is just starting to wake up for this summer’s drinking, it should 

also age quite well. Even though white, I wouldn’t be afraid to lay this one down for two to three years if you want to 
experience the more horizontal aspects of its fruit and minerality, delivered through a more textured lens.

New Release
Wine Notes

from
Bryan Babcock



2019 Love Garden
Petit Verdot Rosé

This year’s bottling is a beautiful rendering of a grape that has turned out to be perfect for Rosé winemaking. Three 
years ago, if you would have asked me how Petit Verdot would be in this role, I would have been skeptical. Then, in 
2018, I was high enough on the variety for red wine that I signed up for all 3.6 acres of it over at the new Santa Ynez 

Vineyard. When the grower told me it might produce 17 tons, I started to have second thoughts. While the red wines I 
had been making were extraordinary, Petit Verdot was still a much less heralded, if not seemingly peculiar, grape. So, 

in the name of inventory balance, I decided to turn some of that tonnage into Rosé. Boy, am I glad I did. 

After last year’s wine turned out so well, the idea that Petit Verdot Rosé could become a “thing” in the Babcock 
portfolio, really started to solidify. Incorporating the things we learned from the first go around, namely, picking the 

fruit a little earlier than the grapes for red wine, and pressing the fruit gently because PV is loaded with tannins, 
now I think we really have something special. 

The nose is a heady display of watermelon, strawberry, and a tinge of green herbs. There’s a bit of delicate, sweet 
cranberry in there as well. The 33% new French oak and malolactic fermentation shows on the palate, where you sense 

a beautiful texture along with a slight suggestion of butter with the layers of fruit. Truly a Love Garden in the glass.

2017 Opportunity Knocks
Grenache

Spanish Springs Vineyard, San Luis Obispo County

In my notes for the 2016 version of this remarkable wine, most of the conversation had to do with me trying to wrap 
my brain around one of the most perplexing and mysterious wines I had ever made. You see, Grenache is not supposed 
to be, well, humongous. It’s supposed to be a lighter, more user-friendly version of a grape that wants to be soft, with 
hints on the palate of strawberry and cherry. Once in a while you find one with nice concentration, and you proclaim 

something like, “Cranberries!”

In 2016, my Grenache from the Spanish Springs Vineyard didn’t look right at the crusher. As the stems were being torn 
out of the clusters, the resulting juice at the bottom of each bin was jet black. Confused, I ran to the phone to tell the 

grower he had delivered the wrong grapes. After he confirmed that it was, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
100% Grenache, I spent the next hour staring at the stuff, trying to comprehend how uniqueness could go so wild. 
In the end, I realized that what was unfolding right in front of my eyes was one of the most interesting winemaking 

opportunities that I had ever seen. In an effort to understand just how high this new bar was being raised, I decided not 
to manipulate the juice in any way. The subsequent beast was bottled as-is, and for the first time in my career I 

recommended that if you could wait 10 years to pull the cork, that would be advised. I even went so far as to state that 
20 years wouldn't hurt it one bit, and ultimately I concluded that if there would be a push for anything in the future 

with this fruit, it would be in the direction of harnessing such raw power—in a word, refinement. 

This 2017 bottling is still redolent of things like toasted cassis, smoke, kirsch, forest floor, herbs, orange peel, and 
cardamom seed. But this year the phenomenon is sewn together with just a bit more finesse. Don't get me wrong, I'm 
not saying at this point that this wine is elegant. It's just that with the right food (think venison with a heavy reduction 
sauce of some kind, or strong enough cheeses), the wine is rewarding now. I still would give it 5 years ideally; I don't 

think 10 years is imperative. Will it go 20 if you want? No doubt. The wine is still a structural enigma, and in the arena 
of Grenache, remains in a category all by itself.



2018 Pinot Noir
Sta. Rita Hills

This year’s cuvee is an all-star expression of fruit from both the Santa Rosa Road and Highway 246 corridors of the 
Sta. Rita Hills. Essentially, it’s a blend of each of the stunning Pinot vineyards that we work with, including Radian, 

Bentrock, Spear, Donnachadh, and of course, our own Estate. (The only exception would be the Peake vineyard, whose 
precious little gallonage all ended up in the Opposites Attract bottling). Each year this cuvee is treated very gently in 

an effort to allow its diverse origins to come together into a delicate, harmonious whole. At present, 
the wine is beautiful if it receives just a little bit of air. 

At the same time, its construction should have it aging gracefully for the better part of a decade.

2018 Opposites Attract
Pinot Noir

Peake Vineyard, Sta. Rita Hills

This wine is a magnetic collision of heirloom clones grown on opposite hillsides of a small ridgeline that that bisects the 
Peake Vineyard. On the less radiant morning side of the hill lives a pinch of beautiful Block 14 Hyde Clone Pinot, while 

on the more baked afternoon side is home to a couple acres of Block 11 Calera Clone. The Hyde Clone has been in 
California viticulture for as long as I can remember, and is responsible for producing a plethora of great Sonoma 

County Pinots over the years. Recently I have seen it starting to pop up in some of the newer plantings of the Sta. Rita 
Hills. After emanating from the old Calera Vineyard in Hollister California, the clone that now bears its name is 

potentially related to my in-house Psi Clone, whose origin is from the same illustrious source. 

With the soils on each side of the hill essentially the same, each of the two beginning cuvees had a definite sense of 
kinship, and blending them together was a no-brainer. While both cuvees were dark and rich, I’d say the Hyde Clone 
had a more acute sense of dark fruits, while the Calera Clone was all about earth and spice. As with everything else on 

the Peake Ranch, both deliveries of fruit were perfectly farmed, catering to the specific climatic influences on each side 
of the hill. This is now a very complete Pinot Noir with aromas that range between jammy fruits and Sta. Rita spices. 

The tannins are very fine but tight on the palate, and should continue to promote the wine’s growth for years to come. 
While it can be enjoyed now with food—think pork or lamb—I would ideally give it a few years so that it 

can migrate from good to stunning.


