Will’s Words

A Discussion and
Activity Guide

with Readers’ Theater

BaseWi bhds Words: How Shakespeare

by Jane Sutcliffe. I'l'lTustrati ol
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When Jane Sutcliffe sets out to write a book abo
words, she runs into a problem: Wi Il d&s words kee
After all, Wil i's responsible for such familiar
thing. o He even turned fAihousehold wordso into ho
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Before reading
8§ Show children the cover of the book. Ask them I
ever seen one of Shakespearebdés plays, or a movVi
8§ On the cover, Shakespeare is writing. Some of |

words that Shakespeare wrote that became a part
these words or phrases and whether they use t he

After reading

8§ Ask children how many of WWhé | @aetr Weyr aasrde pfha misleisa

Do they ever use these in daily conversation?
8 Wil |l 6st aoersdsus to London in 1606. At about this
produced. Can the children |Iist a few?
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§ On page 2, we |l earn the phrase WMaMige tthx td Bn e sice

Macbeth kills a king. Author Jane Sutcliffe poi
Shakespeareds time and it isnbét a good excuse t
done be undone? Discuss with the kids what <can
§ On page 3, author Jane Sutcliffe explains that
goodo in Shakespeareb6s time. But today we use t
how you think the phrase changed meanings. Are
evolution |l ogical ? Other words and phrases your
I

evolved include AWith bated breath, o AHeart o6s ¢

8§ Take a | oék dtonplaaghes s4 a very crowded city. Ask
1606. Why or why not?

= | In 1606 London was 2 bustling, jostling,
clanging, singing, stinking, head-chopping,

pickpocketing wonder of a city.

8 Aut hor Jane Sutcliffe says that because of all
|l i ked to go to plays. But for most, the theatert
Londoners |iked to attend the theater so much.

t heater ?

8§ Jane Sutcliffe explains that the Globe | ooked |
readers if they know what a thatch-28.r€ah they!
what a thatched roof is mageohr @2bge¥o@d4can see

8§ Pl ays in Shakespeareds time started in the ear/|

they think that would be.

8 Jane Sutcliffe descri besethhher eadu ddiuen cneg aas plrouwdi c:
would enjoy attending a show with this kind of

8§ Ask readers i f they would want to be an actor i



On padgeées las the crowd:
the theater, we can se
sayetus Mundus (Atgha fHu
i's on the back cover o«
out what that Latin ph
i's significant to Shak
Where does this phrase

On paegeébs there i s a tra’\

on stage with a dead k

young men. Do readers

guess what play the ac

Aut hor Jane Sutcliffe tells us that Shakespear e
Ki ng ,Riochimar dd@dirly aVlll Ibased on true events from

enjoy movies based on historic events. Have t he
appeal to them?

Shakespeareds audiences |l oved his plays so muct
i nto their daily speech. Ask readers if they ce
TV shows, or songs that they now use in everyd:
The Gl obe was not the only theater in LWhdobbvs |
Wor.dsCan they tell if other plays are in produc
Ask kids if they have ever been in a play. I f
of the dressing room, the costumes, the wings,
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