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When Jane Sutcliffe sets out to write a book about William Shakespeare and the Globe Theatre, in her own 
words, she runs into a problem: Willôs words keep popping up all over the place! Whatôs an author to do?   
After all, Will is responsible for such familiar phrases as ñwhatôs done is doneò and ñtoo much of a good 
thing.ò He even turned ñhousehold wordsò into household words.  

Based on Willôs Words: How Shakespeare Changed the Way You Talk  

by Jane Sutcliffe. Illustrations É 2016 by John Shelley 

§ Show children the cover of the book. Ask them if they know who William Shakespeare was. Have they 

ever seen one of Shakespeareôs plays, or a movie of one of his plays? Can they name any of the plays? 

§ On the cover, Shakespeare is writing. Some of his pages are flying away. On these pages are some of the 

words that Shakespeare wrote that became a part of our common speech. Ask children if they know any of 

these words or phrases and whether they use them in their everyday speech? 

§ Ask children how many of the words and phrases discussed in Willôs Words they are familiar with.            

Do they ever use these in daily conversation? 

§ Willôs Words takes us to London in 1606. At about this time some of Shakespeareôs greatest plays were 

produced. Can the children list a few? 



§ On page 2, we learn the phrase ñWhatôs done is done.ò This is from the play Macbeth, Act 3, scene 2 after 

Macbeth kills a king. Author Jane Sutcliffe points out to readers that this wasnôt a good excuse in      

Shakespeareôs time and it isnôt a good excuse today. Ask children what the phrase means. Can what is 

done be undone? Discuss with the kids what can be done when theyôve been wrong or made a mistake.  

§ On page 3, author Jane Sutcliffe explains that the phrase ñFor goodness sakeò meant ñfor the sake of being 

goodò in Shakespeareôs time. But today we use the same phrase to mean ñDoggone it.ò Discuss why and 

how you think the phrase changed meanings. Are there any similarities to the meanings that make its    

evolution logical? Other words and phrases young readers can find in the book in which the meanings 

evolved include ñWith bated breath,ò ñHeartôs content,ò ñThe short and long of it,ò and ñOutbreak.ò  

§ Take a look at pages 4-5. London is a very crowded city. Ask kids if they would want to live in London in 

1606. Why or why not? 
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§ Author Jane Sutcliffe says that because of all the bustling and jostling and noise of the streets, Londoners 

liked to go to plays. But for most, the theater was even more crowded. Ask children why they think     

Londoners liked to attend the theater so much. Do they enjoy going to a popular movie in a crowded      

theater? 

§ Jane Sutcliffe explains that the Globe looked like a small, round football stadium with a thatched roof. Ask 

readers if they know what a thatched roof is. Show them the illustration on pages 12-13. Can they guess 

what a thatched roof is made from? You can see it more close-up on pages 24-25.  

§ Plays in Shakespeareôs time started in the early afternoon, not in the evening like today. Ask readers why 

they think that would be. 

§ Jane Sutcliffe describes the audience as loud and not well-behaved during a production. Ask kids if they 

would enjoy attending a show with this kind of audience. What do they think the actors thought? 

§ Ask readers if they would want to be an actor in Shakespeareôs company. Why or why not? 



§ On pages 14-15, as the crowds push their way into 

the theater, we can see the crest over the doorway. It 

says Totus Mundus Agit Histrionum (the full image 

is on the back cover of the book). Help readers find 

out what that Latin phrase means. Ask them why it 

is significant to Shakespeare and his Globe Theatre. 

Where does this phrase come from? 

§ On pages 24-25 there is a tragic scene playing out 

on stage with a dead king and queen and two dead 

young men. Do readers suspect foul play? Can they 

guess what play the actors are performing?  

§ Author Jane Sutcliffe tells us that Shakespeareôs audience very much enjoyed his history plays, such as 

King John, Richard III, and Henry VIIIðall based on true events from Englandôs past. Ask the kids if they 

enjoy movies based on historic events. Have them make a list of their favorites. What about these stories 

appeal to them? 

§ Shakespeareôs audiences loved his plays so much that they quoted them often and incorporated his words 

into their daily speech. Ask readers if they can think of words that they have learned from plays, movies, 

TV shows, or songs that they now use in everyday speech. 

§ The Globe was not the only theater in London. Have readers look for others in the illustrations in Willôs 

Words. Can they tell if other plays are in production? 

§ Ask kids if they have ever been in a play. If yes, what was the backstage like? Do the bookôs illustrations 

of the dressing room, the costumes, the wings, etc. look familiar?  
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