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Lily and her grandmother search for ten beautiful things as they take a long car ride to Iowa and Lily’s new 
home with Gran. At first, Lily sees nothing beautiful in the April slush and cloudy sky. Soon though, Lily can 
see beauty in unexpected places, from the smell of spring mud to a cloud shaped like a swan to a dilapidated 
barn. A furious rainstorm mirrors Lily’s anxiety, but as it clears Lily discovers the tenth beautiful thing: Lily 
and Gran and their love for each other. 
 
The exact cause of Lily’s move is left ambiguous, making it perfect for anyone helping a child navigate 
change, whether it be the loss of a parent, entering or leaving a foster home, or moving. 
 
Mindfulness and a growth mindset are taught in schools and promoted in the home, with significant benefit to 
young children. 
 
Maribel Lechuga’s illustrations are full of light and depth and deftly bring readers into Lily’s world with  
beauty and feeling.  
 
 
Molly Beth Griffin is a graduate of Hamline University's MFA program in writing for children and young 
adults and a writing teacher at the Loft Literary Center in the Twin Cities. She is the author of Loon Baby and 
Silhouette of a Sparrow. Molly lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
 
Maribel Lechuga is the illustrator of Seaside Stroll. She has always felt an attraction to drawing and art, 
and she was fascinated by cartoons of the 1990s. She studied art at the prestigious Escuela de Arte 10 
(Artediez) in Madrid.  

To receive a review copy or to arrange an interview with Molly or Maribel,  
please contact Donna Spurlock at (617) 321-2502, or via email dspurlock@charlesbridge.com.  
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Molly Beth Griffin • Illustrated by Maribel Lechuga 

“[A] gorgeous story about claiming home where we are loved. . .” —Foreword Reviews 

“[R]eaders will know they’ve been fortunate to accompany her 

on this life-changing, emotionally expansive journey.” 

    —Publishers Weekly, starred review  

“. . .emotionally resonant. . .” —Booklist, starred review 
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