
 

Charlesbridge and TERC are seeking new picture books for our Storytelling Math series. 

 

ABOUT STORYTELLING MATH 

 

Storytelling Math celebrates children using math in their daily adventures as they play, build, 

and discover the world around them. Joyful stories and hands-on activities make it easy for kids 

and their grown-ups to explore everyday math together. 

 

Launched in fall 2020, the series consists of board books by Grace Lin and picture books by 

individual authors. We currently have four picture books, with six more picture books coming in 

2021 and 2022: 

 Lia & Luís: Who Has More? by Ana Crespo (measurement) 

 The Animals Would Not Sleep! by Sara Levine (sorting & classifying) 

 Luna’s Yum Yum Dim Sum by Natasha Yim (division & fractions) 

 Bracelets for Bina’s Brothers by Rajani LaRocca (patterns) 

 Look, Grandma! Ni, Elisi! by Art Coulson, coming August 2021 (volume, capacity & area)  

 Usha and the Big Digger by Amitha Jagannath Knight, coming August 2021 

(geometry/spatial sense) 

 Again, Essie? by Jenny Lacika, coming April 2022 (3-D spatial sense) 

 Too-Small Tyson by JaNay Brown-Wood, coming April 2022 (proportional thinking)  

 Lia & Luís: Puzzled! by Ana Crespo, coming September 2022 (2-D spatial sense) 

 Yumbo Gumbo by Keila V. Dawson, coming October 2022 (data) 

 

For more information about the series, please visit the Storytelling Math website: 

https://www.charlesbridge.com/pages/storytellingmath 

 

WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR  

 

We’re seeking engaging and emotionally resonant stories full of heart and humor. We want to 

see characters we care about, a plot that makes us eagerly turn the page, and math that feels 

organic and authentic. We’ve found that manuscripts under 500 words work best for this series. 

 

We are open to a wide range of math appropriate for children ages 3–6. There are many math 

topics that could work. For instance, we would be interested in stories that involve mapping, 

logic, and probability (likely/unlikely). The most important thing is that the math genuinely 

reflects what young children do in their lives. We are not interested in stories about counting, 

arithmetic, or basic shapes. 

https://www.charlesbridge.com/pages/storytellingmath


Storytelling Math books star BIPOC children who use mathematical thinking in their daily lives. 

To complement the existing books, we are especially interested in #ownvoices manuscripts 

featuring Black, Indigenous, and Latinx characters. 

 

SUBMISSIONS GUIDELINES 

 

Please submit your complete manuscript to storytellingmath@charlesbridge.com by August 1, 

2021. Include “Storytelling Math” in the subject line. We will respond to all submissions within 

two to three months of receipt. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

 

• We strongly encourage you to submit a draft manuscript well before the August 1 due 

date. We will provide feedback and further guidance on the most promising submissions.  

• We are interested only in realistic, contemporary fiction featuring human characters of 

color. We are especially interested in #ownvoices manuscripts by BIPOC authors. 

• We are not interested in counting, arithmetic, or shape books. 

• Please familiarize yourself with existing Storytelling Math picture books to see how the 

authors incorporate math into their stories. Author Ana Crespo describes the process in 

her video “Q&A with Ana Crespo” on the Storytelling Math website: 
https://www.charlesbridge.com/pages/storytellingmath. 
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