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Sarah Jane Hartwell wants to 
make sure her students look 
picture-perfect for picture day. 
The only problem? They have 
the very last slot of the day! 

Mrs. Hartwell does her best to remove 
the mess from their schedule—no 
running at recess, no experiments 
during science, and no cafeteria  
at lunchtime.

By the end of the day, everyone looks 
their best, but their usual smiles are 
missing. Maybe there’s more than one 
way to be picture-perfect?
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For teachers everywhere. Thanks for helping to 
hold the world together.—J. D.

For the dedicated photographers who chronicle 
our school years in tiny paper memories.—J. L.
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At the end of the day on Tuesday,  
Mrs. Hartwell reminded her class that school 
pictures were the next day. “Don’t forget to look 
your best,” she said as they headed out the door.



The next morning during circle time, 
Alexandra asked, “How do we look?” 

“You look picture-perfect!” Mrs. Hartwell said.
The class smiled.
“So do you,” said Arianna.



“Now, let’s see if we can all stay that way.  
Our class pictures aren’t until the end of the day,” 
Mrs. Hartwell told them.

The class frowned.
“You can do it,” she assured them. But inside 

she knew that this was going to be a very, very, 
very long day.



Morning math class passed quickly. Mrs. Hartwell 
was surprised by how messy fractions could be.



“That’s okay. I can fix it,” she told them.
And she did.



Next was morning recess. The students got to 
go outside, but there was no chalk, no chasing, 
no digging, and definitely no fun.



By the time morning 
recess was over, everyone 
still looked picture-perfect. 
For the most part. 



Writing workshop went pretty well, 
until the pencil sharpener broke. It was 
nice of Amir to clean it up. 

But it was messy. And now Amir was 
messy, too.



“That’s okay,” Mrs. Hartwell said. “I can fix it.”
And she did.



Mrs. Hartwell decided that maybe it would be a 
good idea for everyone to eat lunch in the classroom. 

“And then we can play quiet games at our seats. 
Won’t that be fun?” she asked.

The class didn’t look too sure.



Mrs. Hartwell forgot that some of her 
students could get messy even when 
sitting quietly in their seats.

“Don’t worry, I can fix it,” she said.



After lunch, the students had science. No 
experiments today. Instead Mrs. Hartwell talked, 
and talked, and talked.



It wasn’t very exciting . . . until Brandon 
fell out of his chair.



Social studies, and then reading . . . 
The afternoon crawled by. Everyone 
looked their best sitting quietly in their 
seats. But no one was smiling or 
having fun.



“I don’t think this day is ever going to end,” 
Andy said, putting his head down on the desk.



Finally, Mrs. Hartwell told everyone to put away 
their books and papers.

The class cheered.
“It’s time to do our chores and straighten up the 

room,” Mrs. Hartwell said.



As students threw away trash, fed the class 
pets, and straightened the books and art supplies, 
Mrs. Hartwell kept a watchful eye, swooping in 
to fix any potential mess.



When they were done, Mrs. Hartwell 
smiled. “Congratulations! You made it 
through the day, and you still look 
picture-perfect.”

“Now it’s my turn,” she thought, 
finally getting a chance to look in 
the mirror. “Oh my!”



“Don’t worry, I can fix it,” Mrs. Hartwell 
reassured the class.

But just then, they got called down to 
the gym for pictures.



The students lined up to take their 
individual pictures. As each one waited 
their turn, Mrs. Hartwell helped them 
look their best.





The students were glad to be done.



“Oh no,” she said. The class wasn’t picture-
perfect anymore. “Don’t worry, I can fix it,”  
she reassured them.

“We don’t have time,” said the photographer.

When it was time for the class picture, 
Mrs. Hartwell called everyone back together.





She snapped the picture 
just as the bell rang.



Several weeks later, just before Mrs. Hartwell handed 
out the picture packets, she said, “I have to warn you. 
Our class picture didn’t turn out as I planned.”

The students looked worried. 



Then Mrs. Hartwell laughed. “It turned out better.”
The students looked confused. 
“When I saw our class picture,” Mrs. Hartwell said, 

“I realized that there was nothing to fix because . . .”



“We look like we do 
every day!” the students said.

“And that’s how I like us 
best,” Mrs. Hartwell replied 
with a smile.

“. . . you’re picture-perfect 
just the way you are!” 
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“Vivid, colorful illustration . . . a lively choice for sharing . . .”—Booklist

“Both child and teacher appeal.”—School Library Journal


