
This activity was downloaded from the Charlesbridge Publishing website at http://www.charlesbridge.com 

Itse Selu: Cherokee Harvest Festival
by Daniel Pennington
Illustrated by Don Stewart

Author Daniel Pennington takes the reader to a woodland village in the
Appalachians in Pre-Columbian times. After they have read the Cherokee
syllabary at the end of the book, children might like to develop their own
written languages. Have pairs of children write a short paragraph to intro-
duce themselves to new neighbors. On another piece of paper, have them
create a key by drawing a symbol to represent each word in the paragraph.
At the bottom of the page

Have the children choose their own favorite holiday and add it to the chart. Discuss the similarities
and differences in the traditions.

Children’s Day Doll Festival
Preparations put up a pole unpack dolls and place on bright cloth

Clothing informal, weekend clothes formal kimonos

Food rice cakes, candies, tea

Ceremonies fly carp kites tea party


