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When Hope and History Rhyme 
Natural Law and Human Rights from 
Ancient Greece to Modern America

Douglas R. Burgess Jr.

An exploration of natural law for an era of deep division: Burgess lays out the 
long struggle to protect human rights for all citizens.

Douglas R. Burgess Jr.—a broadly published writer and professor of legal history—tells 
us that important story, from the Greeks to the Middle Ages to the Enlightenment, 
ending with FDR's "Four Freedoms" and the Nuremberg Trials. With timely reference to 
recent assaults on human rights, including the 2021 attack on the US Capitol, When 
Hope and History Rhyme has both historical sweep and contemporary significance.

Douglas R. Burgess Jr. is a jurist and historian. His numerous published works have 
examined the legal linkages between piracy and organized terrorism, the use of the trial 
to establish dominant historical narratives, and the development of a distinctly American 
criminal jurisprudence in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Dr. Burgess is a 
professor of history at Yeshiva University and an affiliated instructor at the Benjamin 
Cardozo School of Law in New York City. 
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Shmuel’s Bridge
Following the Tracks to Auschwitz 
With My Survivor Father

Jason Sommer
A moving memoir of a son’s relationship with his survivor father and of their 
Eastern European journey through a family history of incalculable loss. .

Jason Sommer’s father, Jay, is ninety-eight years old and losing his memory. More than 
seventy years after arriving in New York from WWII-torn Europe, he is forgetting the 
stories that defined his life, the life of his family, and the lives of millions of Jews who 
were affected by Nazi terror. Observing this loss, Jason vividly recalls the trip to Eastern 
Europe the two took together in 2001. 

As father and son travel from the town of Jay’s birth to the labor camp from which he 
escaped, and to Auschwitz, where many in his family were lost, the stories Jason’s 
father has told all his life come alive. So too do Jason’s own memories of the way his 
father’s past complicated and impacted Jason's own inner life.  

Shmuel's Bridge shows history through a double lens: the memories of a growing son’s 
complex relationship with his father and the meditations of that son who, now grown, 
finds himself caring for a man losing all connection to a past that must not be forgotten..

Jason Sommer is the author of five poetry collections, most recently Portulans in the 
University of Chicago’s Phoenix Poets Series. He has been recognized with an Anna 
Davidson Rosenberg Award for poems about the Jewish experience and read from his 
work at the National Holocaust Memorial Museum’s program “Speech and Silence: 
Poetry and the Holocaust.”






