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1 .

When you first meet Wren and

Thessaly, they seem very

different (and aren’t really

friends). What was your first

impression of Wren? How

about Thessaly?
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While they are in France and

Germany, Wren and Thessaly

seem to be getting closer—or

at least are more open to

admitting that they are in

competition.

 

Was this a surprise to you?

When they return to New York,

do you think they are better

friends or competitors?
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After returning to New York,

Thessaly meets Nick, an

emergency medicine resident.

He seems deeply interested in

her, which she likes. Their

relationship builds around food

and wine, though he doesn’t

know much about wine.

 

Do you think there is an

imbalance in their relationship

from the beginning, or do they

seem like a good match? Why

do you think Nick felt like such

a revelation to Thessaly?
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While Thessaly is spending more

and more time with Nick, Wren is

going out with the sales team and

trying to show the people at work

(particularly Jonathan) that she is

capable of more than she’s done

for the company thus far.

 

When Wren and Jonathan go out to

lunch, you learn more about their

relationship and some of the things

they’ve experienced together, but

there’s also an air of uncertainty.

What do you think Jonathan is

hiding at this point? Is Wren

wasting her time trying to make

herself stand out at Lionel Garrett?
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Thessaly has two experiences in

which those close to her

comment on her drinking—first

with Wren and then with Nick.

 

Did you notice initially how

much Thessaly was drinking?

Did it seem like a red flag to

you? Why or why not? What

did you think of Nick’s reaction

to how much Thessaly drank at

the boxing bar?
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Thessaly and Nick go to Arthur

Avenue in the Bronx. While Thessaly

manages to show Nick that she’s not

too hungover for the walk, her

faculties aren’t all present, and she

ends up stepping in front of a moving

car. While her injuries are minor, her

relationship falls apart quite quickly.

 

Did you see Thessaly and Nick’s

breakup coming? Do you think his

response to her drinking, and the

accident, were reasonable? Why or

why not?
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Jonathan and Wren return to

Germany with Gavin for Hermann

Fuchs’ funeral. Initially, Jonathan is

upset that Lionel isn’t coming, but

Gavin is actually very kind to

Jonathan, who has lost a friend. Then

everything changes.

 

When you learned that Gavin had left

Lionel Granger and gone into

business with Elke Fuchs, were you

surprised? Why or why not? Were

there clues before or during Gavin’s

earlier interaction with Elke and

Hermann? How do you think Gavin’s

departure changed things for Wren

and Thessaly?
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Wren and Thessaly’s social

dinner goes incredibly well,

and their luck seems to

continue in Verona.

 

Did you think Wren and

Thessaly would get promoted?

Why do you think they work

together so well?
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After returning from Verona,

Thessaly runs into Nick outside

of a bookstore, and it does not

go the way she had hoped. She

ends up getting extremely

drunk and calling on Wren for

support.

 

Does this moment change

Wren and Thessaly’s

relationship? Why or why not?
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Later, Greg is announced as

the new sales and operations

director.

 

Did this surprise you? Why or

why not?
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When we meet up with Wren

and Thessaly again, they are in

Madison, Wisconsin, and have

started their own company,

Passerine Imports. They have

some disagreements, but

running the company seems to

be going well for them. And

then comes Alice.

 

When you first meet Alice, what

do you think of her? Did you

think she was going to be good

for Passerine Imports? Why or

why not?
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Wren’s alcoholic father shows

up and Thessaly invites him to

stay. He insists that he is sober,

though that quickly seems to

not be the case.

 

Why was this such a tough

experience for Wren? How do

you think her childhood

experiences with her father

impacted how she built her

relationship with Tessaly?
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Thessaly begins pulling away

from Wren, missing company

events, including the one

where Wren meets Martin, the

beverage director for a large

chain of steakhouses. After

deciding they want to work with

Martin, Wren and Thessaly give

the account to Alice.

 

When did you realize Alice

might be hurting Wren and

Thessaly’s company? Would

you have handled things the

way Wren did? Why or why

not?
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When Thessaly goes to Le Marche,

things start to really fall apart.

Ultimately, Thessaly chooses to stay

and watch a portable bottling process

instead of returning on her scheduled

flight, missing an important

conference. When she gets back to

Madison, she discovers that Wren has

made an important purchase that

they hadn’t yet agreed on.

 

Do you think there was one moment

that led to Wren and Thessaly’s

unraveling, or do you think it was a

series of moments? How do you think

this unraveling led to the end of the

book?
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Did you expect Wren and

Martin to get together? Why or

why not?
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At the end of the book,

Thessaly is finally pursuing her

longtime dream of creating

wine.

What are the biggest moments

that led Thessaly to finally

make her own wine? What do

you think held her back for so

long?
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Do you think Wren and

Thessaly will be able to rebuild

their relationship? How do you

think their relationship will be

different from here on out?
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How did Wren and Thessaly

change throughout the book,

and how did your impressions

of them change?

1 8 .

W I N E  P E O P L E
R E A D I N G  G U I D E



What did Wren and Thessaly

mean to each other? How did

they push each other to be

better?
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