CONTEMPORARY EDITIONS

ROBERT MALHERBE

ROBERT MALHERBE'S LONG AND SELF-IMPOSED APPRENTICESHIP, DRIVEN BY HIS
PASSION FOR PAINTING, IS PAYING OFF. THE ARTIST’'S TRAINING HAS BEEN THE FIRST-
HAND CONTEMPLATION OF MASTER WORKS IN THE GALLERIES OF EUROPE, AND HAS
PROVIDED HIM WITH INVALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE CRAFT OF PAINTING THAT HE
NOW DETERMINEDLY APPLIES TO HIS OWN PRACTICE. LOOKING TO PREDECESSORS
LIKE COROT, CONSTABLE AND MANET, MALHERBE AIMS TO REPRESENT THE
ESSENTIAL TRUTH OF HIS SUBJECT, AND TO REALISE THE INHERENT RELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN THE SUBJECT, THE ARTIST AND THE VIEWER.

HE ESCHEWS THE CONVENIENCE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC AIDS, PREFERRING TO WORK
DIRECTLY FROM LIFE TO CAPTURE THE SUBTLE REVELATIONS AND FEELINGS OF
IMMEDIACY IMPARTED BY THE PAINTED OR DRAWN GESTURE; FROM THE SENSUALITY
OF THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT TO THE INTIMATE LANDSCAPE OF THE HUMAN FORM.

USING A REDUCTIVE APPROACH TO COLOUR AND SURFACES THAT SPEAK OF THE
ARTISTIC PROCESS, MALHERBE EXTOLS THE SIMPLE PERFECTION OF A MOMENT AND
OFFERS IT FOR OUR CONTEMPLATION.

MALHERBE IMMIGRATED TO AUSTRALIA FROM MAURITIUS AS A YOUNG BOY. HE
WORKED AS AN ANIMATOR BEFORE SPENDING A DECADE TRAVELING AND LIVING IN
EUROPE. HE REGULARLY PARTICIPATES IN SOLO AND GROUP SHOWS AND HAS TWICE
BEEN INCLUDED IN THE WYNNE PRIZE AND THE SALON DES REFUSES.



