
 

 

 

M ARG ARET OLLEY  

 

MA R G A R ET  O L L EY  IS  O N E O F A US T R A L IA ’ S  MO S T  CEL EB R A T ED A N D L O V ED 

A R T IS T S .  A L T HO UG H HER  EA R L Y  S UB J ECT S  IN CL UDED L A N DS CA P ES  A N D 

P O R T R A IT S ,  O L L EY  R O S E T O  P R O MIN EN CE IN  T HE 1 9 6 0 S  FO R  HER  P A IN T IN G S  

O F S T IL L  L IFE A N D CO L O UR FUL  IN T ER IO R S .   

 

B O R N  IN  L IS MO R E IN  N O R T HER N  N S W ,  S HE CA ME T O  S Y DN EY  FR O M B R IS B A N E  

T O  S T UDY  A T  T HE EA S T  S Y DN EY  T ECHN ICA L  CO L L EG E IN  T HE EA R L Y  1 9 4 0 S ,  FR O M 

W HICH S HE G R A DUA T ED W IT H FIR S T  CL A S S  HO N O UR S .  S HE HEL D HER  FIR S T  S HO W  

IN  1 9 4 8  A N D EX HIB IT ED A T  L EA S T  A N N UA L L Y  IN  A L L  MA J O R  CIT IES  IN  A US T R A L IA  

FO R  MO R E T HA N  6 0  Y EA R S .  DUR IN G  HER  L O N G  CA R EER  S HE W A S  A  P IV O T A L  

FIG UR E IN  T HE A US T R A L IA N  A R T  S CEN E.  A S  W EL L  A S  B EIN G  O N E O F T HE MO S T  

A CCO MP L IS HED A R T IS T S  O F HER  G EN ER A T IO N ,  S HE W A S  R EN O W N ED A S  A  

B EN EFA CT O R  A N D S UP P O R T ER  O F Y O UN G ER  A R T IS T S .   

 

IN  1 9 9 0  S HE ES T A B L IS HED T HE MA R G A R ET  HA N N A H O L L EY  T R US T ,  W HICH IS  

DEV O T ED T O  P UR CHA S IN G  W O R K S  O F A R T  FO R  P UB L IC CO L L ECT IO N S  A R O UN D  

T HE CO UN T R Y .  S HE W A S  A W A R DED A N  O R DER  O F A US T R A L IA  IN  1 9 9 1 .  

 

O L L EY  W A S  T W ICE T HE S UB J ECT  O F A N  A R CHIB A L D P R IZE-W IN N IN G  P A IN T IN G – 

T HE FIR S T  B Y  W IL L IA M DO B EL L  IN  1 9 4 8  A N D L A T ER  FO R  A  W O R K  B Y  B EN  Q UIL T Y  

IN  2 0 1 1 .  MA R G A R ET  CO N T IN UED T O  P A IN T ,  DES P IT E HER  DET ER IO R A T IN G  HEA L TH IN  

HER  L A S T Y EA R S ,  A N D HA D CO MP L ETED A  N EW  B O DY  O F W O R K  FO R  A N  EX HIB ITIO N  

A T  P HIL IP  B A CO N  G A L L ER IES  W HEN  S HE P A S S ED A W A Y  O N  2 6  J UL Y  2 0 1 1  A T  HER  

HO ME IN  S Y DN EY ’ S  P A DDIN G T O N .   

 
O L L EY ’ S  P A IN T IN G S  A R E HIG HL Y  S O UG HT  A FT ER  B Y  P UB L IC A N D P R IV A T E 

CO L L ECT O R S  B O T H IN  A US T R A L IA  A N D A R O UN D T HE W O R L D.  


