
Congrats on your new scooter! Let’s get it legalized! 
 
You are legally allowed to drive without a license for a month after purchase, but you’ll need 
to get a license sooner or later. Luckily, it’s really easy to do and takes you little time (less 
than an hour) and you don’t need to speak Chinese either!  
 
Follow the instructions below: 
Ride to a police licensing station (see the list below for the ones closest to you).  
 
At the licensing station: 

1. Ensure pedals are attached to bike (loosely is ok)   
2. Have with you; 

a. Your passport (or Chinese ID card) 
b. A photocopy of your passport 
c. Your temporary residence form 
d. Something official with your Chinese name. This could be the temporary 

residence form itself or a work permit. They don’t always ask for this … but 
sometimes they do! Their machine only takes Chinese names, make sure 
to have one.  

3. Make sure you have the following documents which should have come with your 
scooter;   

  e. Fapiao (official invoice) 
  f. Manufacturer's card (could be white or pink) 

g. Bill of sale (requires your name and address written in Chinese, as well as 
your passport number. Prepare this upfront. 

   

 
 
When you arrive at the police station, one officer outside will take your documents and give 
the bike a quick check. You will be required to show him the frame number, so bring a small 
screwdriver or pocket knife to open the VIN cover. (At the front of scooter, on the inside, 
below the keyhole). 
 
After the inspection, he will sign off on your documents and ask you to go inside the station 
where you will hand your documents to an officer behind the counter and wait for your plate 
to be issued. 
 
After the plate and certificate is issued, you leave. The process is fairly quick. Maybe 10 
minutes from start to finish. Some differences occur with different stations. Some don’t need 
to see your temporary residence form, some don’t need to see your pedals, some physically 
measure the bike etc etc, but as long as you bring above, all eventualities are covered. 
 



You attach the plate to the scooter yourself (or call into any small street workshop and ask 
them to do for you). After receiving the plate, you can remove the pedals. You are now 100% 
legal. Hurray! Happy riding! 
 
 
Licensing Station Locations 
There are several police licensing stations in Shanghai. They are all open from 8:30am to 
16.30pm, Monday to Saturday. Weekday afternoons are usually least busy. The following we 
recommend are located in the centre:  
 

 

Jing’an 
1111 Zhongxing Lu, near Gonghexin Lu (North South 
Elevated Rd.) 
 

 

Huangpu 
806 Zhongshan South 1st Rd, near the intersection 
with Luban Lu (right underneath the Lupu Bridge). 
 

 

Changning 
251 Jinzhong Lu, at the intersection with Jianhe Rd. 
(couple hundred metres north of Tianshan West Rd). 
 

 

Minhang 
4888 Humin Highway, near the corer of Shenbei Rd. 
(Only good if you live far in Minhang. It’s a few km 
outside the S20 outer ring road). 

 

Putuo 
31 Liquan Lu, near Fucun Lu.  

 
Pudong 
1920 Longdong Avenue is closed for renovations. For 
now, go to 35 Zhoudong Lu. Number 35 is located 
between number 230 and number 53 on Zhoudong 
Lu.  

 


