
LICENSE AGREEMENT (Download):

Copyright © 2009 Archive CD Books Canada inc.

By clicking on the “+” or “” symbol beside the bookmark “LICENSE” to the left, to expand the 
bookmark, you are signifying that  you have read, accept  and agree with the conditions of this 
license.  If you do not  accept these conditions then you must immediately close this file and 
delete it from your computer’s storage.

These images are supplied for information and personal research only.

You may not publish or sell any of the data contained on this CD in printed, electronic or any other format without 
prior written consent.  You may not advertise to, or provide, a look-ups service of the contents of this product 
for personal gain or reward.  A non-commercial, free, single lookup may be performed to assist a friend of 
acquaintance in their historical research but a period of at least six months must pass before providing that 
same individual with a further single non-commercial free look-up service from this recorded data.

If you wish to copy this file for your own purposes or to freely pass on to another you must copy the entire file as it 
came to you without any omissions or alteration.  If you copy this product to a third party you must do so with 
this license intact and included.

By downloading this file you have not acquired title or ownership  of the software materials or data contained in it.  
This license grants you a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the software only.  This 
license permits only a single user on a single site to access the file at any given time.  (For multi-user 
licensing or for library use please contact Archive CD Books Canada Inc. at the address given below.)  If you 
wish to copy the contents of the file to a CD-ROM or other permanent storage medium for data backup 
purposes the CD-ROM must be stored under you personal supervision and you shall prevent it from being 
used by anyone else.

You are prohibited from translating, disassembling, recompiling or reverse engineering any part or the whole of 
the software.

The software may not be loaned, rented or leased or be used for any form of remunerated gain.

There is no warranty of any kind expressed or implied on the quality or content of this freely downloadable file.  By 
downloading the file you agree that Archive CD Books Canada Inc. will not be held responsible for any 
malfunction, incorrect operation or damage, directly or indirectly caused by the downloading, storage or use of 
this software.

If you do not agree with the terms of this license you will take steps to deleted or otherwise remove the file from 
your computer system and it’s storage system immediately without further use.  All conditions of this license 
agreement apply to each copy of the file no matter how they were acquired.

This license agreement is governed by the laws of Canada.

Archive CD Books Canada Inc.
P O Box 11
Manotick
Ontario, K4M 1A2
CANADA



Obituary of a Noted Anthropologist (Dr.
A. F. Chamberlain).

CAG067

About this Gleaning:
Gleaned from:

Content Description:
An appreciation of Dr. Chamberlain’s life’s work.

© Copyright Archive CD Books Canada, 2008.  All rights reserved.

Papers & Records Vol. XII (1914), Ontario Historical Society,
Published: 1914

The complete source document is available as Catalogue Number
CA0171-14

Original published by: Ontario Historical Society, Toronto, Ontario

http://www.archivecdbooks.ca/


Obituary of a Noted Anthropologist (Dr.
A. F. Chamberlain).

CAG067

About this Gleaning:
Gleaned from:

Content Description:
An appreciation of Dr. Chamberlain’s life’s work.

© Copyright Archive CD Books Canada, 2008.  All rights reserved.

Papers & Records Vol. XII (1914), Ontario Historical Society,
Published: 1914

The complete source document is available as Catalogue Number
CA0171-14

Original published by: Ontario Historical Society, Toronto, Ontario



XX.

A NOTED ANTHROPOLOGIST (DE. A. P. CHAMBERLAIN).

The death occurred on April 8, 1914, of Alexander Francis Chamber-
lain, professor of anthropology in Clark University, Worcester, Mass.
Prof. Chamberlain was a son of the late George and Maria Chamberlain,
of Toronto, and was born at Kenninghall, Norfolk, England, January 12,
1865. He came with his parents to Canada in early youth, and received
in Peterborough, Ont., his primary school education, as well as a training
in the Collegiate Institute of that city. He took an Arts course in the
University of Toronto, where he received the degree of Bachelor of Arts,
1886, and Master of Arts, 1889. During his college course he showed a
rare capacity for the rapid mastery of languages. Immediately after
taking his bachelor degree in 1886, he was appointed to the fellowship
in modern languages, in his alma mater, and in 1890-92 held the fellow-
ship in anthropology in Clark University, Worcester, Mass., where he
received his Ph.D, degree in the last named year. He was then appointed
to a lectureship in the same university, and afterwards to an assistant
professorship, which position he held up to the time of his death. In
1898 he married Miss Mary Isabel Cushman of Worcester.

The Toronto Globe, after reciting the main facts of his life, referred
to his distinguished career in the following terms: His rapid mastery of
foreign languages was a form of ability that stood him in good stead
when later in life he had to pick up as best he could under serious difficul-
ties the languages of the Indian tribes whose characteristics he had under
observation.

Early in his academic career Prof. Chamberlain began in his own
neighborhood his observations on the languages, manners, customs, and
folklore of the Indians on the reserves in Ontario. The publication of the
results of his researches brought him and his work to the attention of
anthropologists, generally, in Canada, the United States, Great Britain
and other countries. In 1891, for a Committee of the British Association
for the Advancement of Science, he conducted protracted investigations
of the tribal peculiarities of the Kootenay Indians in British Columbia.
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He edited, from 1901 onward, the Journal of American Folklore, and, in
addition to many papers contributed to scientific periodicals, he pre-
pared articles for several encyclopaedias, including the new Encyclopaedia
Britannica.

He leaves behind him (the Globe added editorially) at his untimely
passing a high reputation as an original investigator of anthropological
phenomena. By sheer force of ability and untiring work he made his way
into the front rank of research toilers in the field of anthropology, where
he was ultimately recognized as an authority. His observations of the
customs and languages of Indian tribes involved long journeys and much
physical hardship, but for this he was amply repaid by his interest in the
natives and their regard for him. He was the recipient of many honors
that came to him absolutely unsought, and left him as shy and unaffected
as if he had never earned such distinctions. His death has created a
blank in the republic of science which it will not be easy to fill, and in
his dual academic environment which cannot be filled at all. He was pre-
eminently an altruistic and lovable man.

In recent years, Prof. Chamberlain has devoted much attention to
the Indian languages of South America, and had just completed, a short
time prior to his death, a survey of the languages of that continent, in
which he reckoned eighty-three distinct families or language-stocks, each
of which was subdivided into different branches which were related to
each other like English and German, and yet were quite as unintelligible
to those using them.

The brief article by him, on the Indians of Ontario, which appears on
earlier pages of this volume, and which was contributed to the Society
at its Annual Meeting in Chatham, September, 1913, accordingly has a
pathetic interest, inasmuch as his death occurred while the book was
passing through the press.
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