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XVII.

TRIBAL DIVISIONS OF THE INDIANS OF ONTARIO.

BY THE LATE ALEXANDER FRANCIS CHAMBERLAIN, M. A., PH. D .

The question of tribal affinities of the Indians still to be found in the
Province of Ontario, and of others formerly resident within its borders,
does not require lengthy exposition, since the problems involved are
comparatively simple ones and the ethnological complications present in
some other regions of the New World appreciably absent.

Ontario has not been the scene of origin of man in North America,
nor do archaeological, ethnological, or linguistic arguments induce us to
believe the residence of man here has been remarkably ancient; in other
words, man is here a much more recent comer than in many other parts
of the continent.

So far, not the slightest evidence has been produced to show that,
previous to the coming of the whites, Ontario (as at present, or as form-
erly constituted geographically or geologically) was ever inhabited by
human beings of other affiliations than tribes of American Indians past
and present. To these can safely be attributed all the pre-Columbian
works of man, hitherto discovered or likely to be discovered in the future
within the boundaries of the Province. The pre-Indian "Mound-Build-
er, '' still believed in by some writers as " a race distinct from that of the
modern Indian," is as much a myth for Ontario as it is elsewhere. The
makers of the mounds of Ontario were Indians, just as were the mound-
builders of the Ohio-Mississippi valley, etc.

Of the fifty or more independent linguistic stocks of American In-
dians north of Mexico the following have at times had representatives
in the Indian population of the Province of Ontario, past and present:
Eskimoan, Siouan, Algonkian, Iroquoian, but the great mass of aborigines
has always belonged to the two last, of which the Iroquoian is intrusive
from the south, and the Algonkian from the north and west. The Eski-
moan and Siouan stocks have been represented but incidentally, and not
in very large numbers at any period of the history of the Province.
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Ontario has not been the scene of origin of any of these linguistic stocks,
all of which, late or early, are immigrants within its borders.

1. Eskimoan. The old theory that the Eskimo represented pre-
glacial man, retreating northward with the melting ice-sheet, is no longer
held by the best authorities, there being abundant evidence to show that
this Arctic people is simply an aboriginal stock that has reached its
present habitat from somewhere in the region between Hudson's Bay and
Alaska—they are, in other words, an interior people who have become
largely coast and island dwellers. It is, therefore, very improbable that
the Province of Ontario was at any epoch largely inhabited by Eskimo,
a view set forth by certain archaeologists chiefly by reason of Eskimo-
like implements (e. g., the so-called "woman's knife") discovered in
various parts of the country. It is only in the newly-acquired portion of
the Province, bordering on James' Bay, that in times past Eskimo may
have been temporarily resident, perhaps before its occupation by the
Algonkian Indians of the Cree-Montagnais division. As an ethnic and a
culture factor in the history of the Province, they can, perhaps, be omit-
ted altogether.

2. Siouan. Like the Eskimoan, the Siouan stock has been repre-
sented in Ontario only temporarily and intrusively by accident of war,
immigration, etc. In the far western portion of Ontario, bordering upon
Manitoba, during the period of Sioux-Ojibwa warfare, Indians of this
stock made many forays, and roamed about the country in the neighbor-
hood of the Lake of the "Woods, etc. In the 17th century (they drifted
northwestward to the region about Lake Winnipeg by 1670) the Assini-
boins, a Siouan people, migrating from the head-waters of the Mississippi,
settled about the Lake of the Woods, and some of their movement to the
north and east of that location would bring them within the boundaries
of the Province of Ontario, as at present constituted. They have not,
however, been, during the period of their temporary residence there, an
important factor in the history of the Province itself, in so far as its
aboriginal culture is concerned. A curious fact in the history of the
American Indians of Ontario is the presence (the last surviving full-
blood died in 1871) among the Cayugas of the Six Nations Reserve (Grand
River) of some Tutelos, representing a people of the Siouan stock, be-
longing originally in North Carolina. The Canadian Tutelos were
descended from some of this tribe who fled with the Cayugas to Canada,
after the destruction of their settlement at Coreorgonel (on L. Cayuga,
New York) by Gen. Sullivan in 1779. The Tutelo language is now
extinct (but a brief vocabulary was obtained in 1911 by Dr. E. Sapir
from a Cayuga Indian, who heard it spoken in his childhood). A few
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individuals having more or less Tutelo blood in their veins still survive.

3. Algonkian. The great majority of the Indians at present resid-
ing within the borders of the Province of Ontario belong to the wide-
spread Algonkian stock, representatives of which at one time or another
were found over a vast area from the Rocky Mountains to the shores of
Newfoundland, and from Churchill River in the north to Pamlico Sound
(N. C.) in the south—the Blackfeet, Cree, Ojibwa, Montagnais, Mississa-
gas, Micmacs, etc., are well-known members of the stock. Of the Indians
of Ontario the following belong to the Algonkian stock:

i.—Certain so-called "Algonkins," of which a few hundred survive
at Golden Lake, North Renfrew, Gibson, etc.

ii.—The Abittibi, Nipissing (on the Lake of this name) and a few
other closely related Indians, by many classed with the "Algonkins"
just mentioned.

iii.—The Indians of the region between Lake Abittibi and James'
Bay—Saulteaux-Ojibwa and closely related Indians of the Cree-Montag-
nais division of the Algonkian stock. All the Indian population of this
section of the Province is Algonkian.

iv.—The Ottawa, now on Manitoulin and Cockburn Islands and the
adjacent shore of Lake Huron, with a few settled with the Ojibwa, etc.,
on Walpole Island, Lake St. Clair.

v.—The Potawatomis, who number altogether about 200, of whom
most are settled with the Ojibwa and Ottawa on Walpole Island. There
are also a few with the Ojibwa and Munsees of the Thames, in Caradoc
township, Middlesex Co. There may be likewise a few among the tribes
of the north shore of L. Huron.

vi.—The Ojibwa (or Chippewa) and the Mississagas, the latter ex-
isting in small numbers at Mud Lake, Rice Lake, Alnwick, Scugog, New
Credit (some 800 in all), but once of much greater distribution and im-
portance in the earlier aboriginal history of the country. The Mississa-
gas and Chippewa or Ojibwa are very closely related and are often
classed together. Besides the Chippewa of northern and western Ontario
(the tribe once occupied both shores of Lakes Superior and Huron) the
Ojibwa are represented by settlements in various parts of the Province
(Walpole I.; River Thames with Munsees, etc.; Georgian Bay, etc.).

vii.—Certain immigrant Algonkian peoples who found refuge with
the Six Nations or with other Indians of the Thames-Grand River Re-
serves, etc., in the latter part of the 18th century. Included among such
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are the Munsees of the Thames, in Caradoc township, Middlesex Co.,
settled with the Chippewa; some of the "Moravians" (chiefly Munsee)
of Oxford township, Kent Co.; the Delawares, settled on the Six Nations
Reserve (Grand River), etc.

4. Iroquoian. This stock, of great importance in the aboriginal
history of the Province by reason of the long wars with the Algonkian
tribes, and the remarkable extermination of the Hurons by other Iro-
quois in the first half of the 17th century, is represented in Ontario to-
day by some 6,000 Indians, of whom about two-thirds reside on the Six
Nations Reserve, Grand River. The Iroquoian population of the Province
includes the following: "Iroquois" of Gibson (Watha), some 60 in num-
ber ; Mohawk of Bay of Quinte; Oneida of Thames; Indians of Six Na-
tions Reserve on Grand River—Cayugas, Mohawks, Onondagas, Senecas,
Tuscaroras; a few Wyandots (Hurons) in Anderdon, Essex Co. In the
early part of the 17th century practically all of the region between Lakes
Erie and Huron, and Lake Ontario and Georgian Bay was occupied by,
or roamed over by Indians of Iroquoian stock, of whom many tribes be-
came extinct. It was formerly believed (e. g., by Dr. Brinton and Horatio
Hale) that the primitive home of the Iroquoian stock was "somewhere
between the Great Lakes and Labrador," but the best ethnological
opinion now places it far to the south, even beyond Ohio. According to
this view, the whole Iroquoian population of Canada is exotic. This is
a point of great importance in connection with the aboriginal history of
the country. The advent of the Iroquoian stock into Canada is, there-
fore, more recent than has generally been supposed.

In conclusion, it may be repeated that the Indians of Ontario show
no evidences whatever of pre-Columbian white influences, all stories and
speculations to the contrary notwithstanding. All that has yet appeared
is Indian and Indian alone.
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