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About this CD.

This book is the result of work by a committee formed for the purpose of writing
a commemorative history of the Battalion and led by Maj. D. J. Corrigall, D.S.O.,
M.C. It was published in 1935. The history takes 323 pages, including the first
three appendices. Appendix IV is a Nominal Roll of the Battalion and consists of
a further 268 pages for a total of 591.

The Battalion went to Europe in 1915 as a part of the Second Canadian Contin-
gent after being raised in Central Ontario starting just after the declaration of war
in 1914. The originating core was drawn from 12 existing military units in the
region being: The 12th York Rangers; The 20th Halton Rifles; The 23rd Northern
Pioneers; The 31st Grey Regiment; The 34th Ontario Regiment; The 35th Simcoe
Foresters; The 36th Peel Regiment; The 37th Dufferin Rifles; The 39th Haldi-
mand Rifles; The 44th Lincoln & Welland Regiment; The 77th Wentworth Regi-
ment, and The 97th Algonquin Rifles.

The main narrative of the book provides a chronological account of the overseas
operations of the Battalion when it was called into active service in the European
theatre. This narrative is well written and amply illustrated with interesting anec-
dotes, maps and portraits. Much of the basis for the narrative was taken from
archived official documents but the salient facts have been cross checked with,
and confirmed by, many personal recollections and records.

When the Battalion was returned to Canada at the end of the war, and was facing
demob., it became clear that the Battalion name would soon cease to exist along
with all of its citations and battle honours so those interested in maintaining the
traditions requested permission to become part of the Active Militia as the West
Toronto Regiment, and in 1920 the permission was given. In 1925 the Battalion
was merged with the 2nd Battalion, the York Rangers, to become The Queen’s
Rangers. This name carried a long and creditable history reaching back to well
before the war of American independence and also carried - with Royal ascent -
the additional appellation, “The First American Regiment.”

Following the main narrative come four appendices, the first three of which re-
cord the Battalions honours and awards while the fourth runs about half the length
of the entire volume and provides the Nominal Roll of the 20th Battalion in the
period from 1914 to 1919.

Well illustrated with 39 plates and maps, this is an excellent account of the 20th
Battalion’s part in the Great War, including a briefer account of the preceding, and
post demob., history, well supported with factual appendices including a very long
Nominal Roll. The whole text of the book is fully computer searchable and the
search speed is enhanced by our FastFind enabling.

© Copyright Archive CD Books Canada Inc. 2011. All rights reserved.
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PASSCHENDAELE, 1917

Fresh rain had clogged the roads with mud and made tents in that
area look ridiculous. Everything, even the horses and mules at the
“standings” in the transport lines seemed dejected. The roads were
jammed with lorries, waggons and bedraggled troops passing in botn
directions.

As there was » mist, nothing could be seen far forward. The
gun-fire, our own predominating, was continuous though not heavy.
A restless night with little or no sleep was spent because of the dis-
comfort and the noise of traffic and the roar of guns.

During the morning of October 30, two large parties of two
hundred and seventy-five men were furnished, each for work on the
roads. They had to march by the Zonnebeke Road, congested with
troops and vehicles and continuously under fire at one point or another.
Wounded—some walking, some on stretchers—were going in an almost
unbroken stream to and from a dressing station established in a “pill-
box” near the road. On both sides of the road were dumps of stores
and munitions, one of which, consisting of trench mats and other
engineer material and placed at a road junction, was a favorite target
for enemy shelling. There were no signs of houses, trees, or blades
of grass. The only things on the brown, shell-torn earth were a few
derelict tanks, some “pill-boxes” and innumerable guns.

In the afternoon several German planes swooped out of the mist
and dropped ineffective bombs all around, and when night fell they
bombed the roads leading to Ypres. All felt decidedly exposed in
tents.

On the two days following working parties were again detailed.
One of these assisted an artillery battery in difficulties, and as a result
the following letter of appreciation was received:

“O.C. 20th Canadian Battalion.

I am extremely obliged to you for the help your men gave me
this morning in getting material up to my gun section.

They very materially assisted in getting my guns into action.

(Sgd.) H. S. Browne, Major RF.A.,
Cmdg. B. 186th (Army) Bde. RF.A.”

The 2nd Canadian Division was to relieve the 4th Canadian
Division on the night of November 2nd. As usual, complete instruc-
tions were issued for the relief. The 4th Divisional frontage, extend-
ing for about twelve hundred yards, was held by the 12th Brigade.
The 4th Brigade was to relieve the 12th Brigade by sending the 19th
and 21st Battalions forward, the 18th in support and the 20th in
reserve. As no troops had previously occupied the reserve area, which
was a mile south-west of Zonnebeke, the Battalion was ordered to find
what accommodation it could.

The front-line in the Brigade sector was about three-quarters of
a mile south-west of Passchendaele and four thousand yards in front
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20rH CANADIAN BATTALION

An hour later the following special order was received and after-
wards read on parade:—

SPECIAL ORDER

By Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur W. Currie, K.C.B.,, K.C.M.G.
Commanding Canadian Corps.

“In an endeavour to reach an immediate decision, the enemy has
gathered all his forces and struck a mighty blow at the British Army.
Overwhelmed by sheer weight of numbers, the British Divisions in the
line between the Scarpe and the Oise have fallen back fighting hard,
steady and undismayed.

Measures have been taken successfully to meet this German
onslaught. The French have gathered a powerful army, commanded
by a most able and trusted leader, and this army is now moving swiftly
to our help. Fresh British Divisions are being thrown in. The
Canadians are soon to be engaged. Our Motor Machine-Gun Brigade
has already played a most gallant part and once again covered itself
with glory.

Looking back with pride on the unbroken record of your glorious
achievements, asking you to realize that today the fate of the British
Empire hangs in the balance, I place my trust in the Canadian Corps,
knowing that where Canadians are engaged there can be no giving way.

Under the orders of your devoted officers in the coming battle,
you will advance or fall where you stand, facing the enemy.

To those who will fall T say: You will not die but step into
immortality. Your mothers will not lament your fate but will be
proud to have borne such sons. Your names will be revered for ever
and ever by your grateful country and God will take you unto Himself.

Canadians, in this fateful hour, I command you and I trust you
to fight as you have never fought with all your strength, with all your
determination, with all your tranquil courage. On many a hard fought
field of battle you have overcome this enemy. With God’s help you
shall achieve victory once more”.

Commanders rarely issue special orders to their troops. This
order, coming at such a time, affected everyone profoundly, as an echo
of the traditions of an earlier day, as a reminiscence of Trafalgar.

Two platoons of “D” Company relieved “B” Company on out-
posts at 8.05 p.m. At 845 p.m. orders were received to be ready to
move to the Wailly-Ficheux area at 9 p.m. and at 10.15 p.m. definite
orders for the move arrived. Those orders had been delayed in trans-
mission to the Battalion and did not reach it until half an hour after
the starting point should have been passed. The Battalion was ready
at 11.30 p.m. but the march of other troops on the narrow road leading
to Wailly made it impossible to move. At 1.25 a.m., March 29, the
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P01

Regi- Highest Original Unit and
mental Final Rank | Rank Held NAME Date of
No. .E.F. 20th Bn. Enlistment
412998 | Sergeant Sergeant SPROULE, Arthur 39th Bn., 20-2-15
412960 | Sapper Private STEWART, Henry 39th Bn., 4-3-15
412859 | Sergeant Sergeant STORY, Thomas 39th Bn., 8-6-15
412869 | Private Private STROUD, Alfred 39th Bn., 2-3-15
412880 | Private Private STUART, William 39th Bn., 2-3-15
412999 | Private Private TREVOR, Foster 39th Bn., 22-2-15
412987 | Private Private WATSON, George 39th Bn., 22-2-15
412332 | Private | Private WEST, James 39th Bn, 25-2-15
412973 | Private Private WHYMARK, Arthur 39th Bn., 4-3-15
A/Sgt.
412874 | Private Private WRIGHT, George 39th Bn., 1-2-15
ervyn
454396 | Private Private ADAMS, Thomas 59th Bn., 24-6-15
A/L/Cpl.
454463 | L./Cpl. L/Cpl. ALCHORN, Harry 59th Bn., 9-6-15
Herbert
454951 | Private Private ANTOINE, John 59th Bn., 14-7-15
454413 | Private Private AUDETTE, Honore 59th Bn., 28-6-15
455928 | Private Private BARBER, Herbert 59th Bn., 6-3-16
*Wounded. 1Killed in Action; Died of Wounds; Presumed Dead. }Died of Disease.

Regimental Record
20th Battalion

France,

29-10-18 to 1-3-19.

France,

France,
M

France,
France,
France,
France,
France,

France,

France, 31-12-15 to 30-6-16.
D.C

Guerre, French l

France,

France,

France,
6-3-17

France,

France,

Previous or Subsequent Service

Casualty
(See footnote
for Details)

28-6-16 to 23-8-17, | Ret. to Can., 10-5-19.
M.M.

15-9-15 to 12-1-16 {No. 3, Tun. Co
20-2-16, C.E.,
Ret.

15-9-15 to 6-4-19.

Ret. to Can., 13-5-19.

15-9-15 to 8-10-16 |Ret. to Can., M.U.,

S.0.8., 31-7-17

15-9-15 to 30-11-15
S.0.8., 4-2-17

15-9-15 to 15-9-16

26-10-15 to 3-3-16 Ret. to Can., M.U., 24

S.0.8., 22-4-16

15-9-15 to 10-11-17 |Dis. in B.I,,

15-9-15 to 23-7-16 | Res.
S.0.8., 22-3-19

C.F.C,, Eng,
to Can., 5-12-18.

.» Croix de |

6-6-16 to 18-4-17 Res. Units,
\‘ Can., 3-5-19.
|

19-4-17 to
S.0.8,,

5-6-16 to 3-1-18 Inv. to Can., 24-9-18.

6-6-16 to 19-9-16, Ret. to Can., 22-2-19.
to 10-9-18

6-6-16 to 19-8-16 22nd Bn., France, 20-8-16 to 15-8-17

I
6-6-16 to 25-10-16 Inv. to Can., 11-4-17.

§Prisoner of War.

to Can., 18-1-19.

M.U, 18-

Units and C.T.S,,
to 20-2-19. Ret. to Can., 21-2-19.

S.0.8.,

S.0.5,,

10-11-16.

Ret. to Can., M.U,, 27-8-16.

-3-16.

8-18

17-12-17 to 4-12-18.
S.0.8.,

5-3

2-5-19.
18-5-19

Eng.

19-5-1%

26-5-19

., France, 13-1-16 to
rance, 17-3-17 to 7-9-18.

S.0.8., 19-2-19

, 24-7-16

-19

Ret.

Ret.

to

S.0.8., 12-12-18

S5.0.8,,

S.0.8.,

5-4-19

1-5-18

*10-4-17
*10-5-17
*18-8-17

*17-6-17

*6-6-16
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*10-5-16
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*27-9-16



	License
	Sampler Content Page
	About this CD.

	Book Title Page
	Contents
	Maps and Illustrations
	Appendices
	Sample Pages
	Page 155
	Map - Lens Page 185
	Page 186
	Appendix IV - Nominal Roll Page 104



