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About this  CD.
The cover title continues, "With Brief Historical  Notes as to the early settlement of its 
Towns. Villages and Townships and their progress.  By J. E. Farewell, County Clerk." 
But the Title Page names the book as: "County of Ontario, Short Notes as to the 
Early Settlement and Progress of the County and brief References to the Pioneers 
and Some Ontario County Men who have Taken a Prominent Part in Provincial  and 
Dominion Affairs.  By J. E. Farewell, LL.B., K. C., County Clerk and Solicitor."  To me 
the Title Page is more descriptive of the book's content but I suspect it depends on 
your point of view.  Certainly, the book provides plenty of information suitable to sat-
isfy both titles.  The book contains 88 pages plus 9 plates.

There is also the question of location.  Ontario County ceased to exist as the result 
of a municipal reorganization in the early 1970's, the various areas that it used to 
contain being ceded mainly to the Durham (Co.) Region but with some northern 
parts, e.g., the Townships of Mara and Rama going to Simcoe County and the area 
of Simcoe Lake areas which joined with York County.  While it existed Ontario 
County was an approximately rectangular area spanning between Lake Ontario and 
the southern shore of Lake Simcoe at the East-most part of the "Home District" of 
(now) Toronto in the County of York.  It is probably easiest to locate the area by list-
ing the (currently existing) Townships, Towns and Villages which appear as chapter 
headings in the book:

Townships: BROCK.; EAST WHITBY.; MARA.; PICKERING.; RAMA.; REACH.; 
SCUGOG.; SCOTT.; THORAH.; UXBRIDGE.; WHITBY.;

Towns: WHITBY.; OSHAWA.; UXBRIDGE.
Villages: SUNDERLAND; PORT PERRY.; CANNINGTON.; BEAVERTON.

While J. E. Farewell is the author of record, the Preface gives credit to numerous others who 
prepared and submitted historical  and genealogical  input for their individual  area of interest.  
The "Short Sketch" format adopted by Farewell  allows a compaction of these facts into an 
extraordinarily small number of pages giving rise to what can only be called a concentrated 
history book.  Following a Preface there is a section which traces the social  development of 
the area following Its initial visit by Champlain in the early 1600's also reviewing the geological 
features.  Then follows individual chapters reviewing each of the major centres of settlement, 
making note of early settlers, individuals responsible for social and economic progress and 
others of note in the social development and growth of the town and / or County.  While the 
list given above identifies the major areas, where appropriate, other closely related settle-
ments - Port Oshawa, within the Town of Oshawa for instance - are also given space so their 
history can be similarly reported.

Ontario County, by the fortune of its geographic location has been economically important in 
the development of  the whole Province of Ontario from the earliest times but Its abolition in 
1971 makes it harder to identify and study it as a single source.  The early histories of Simcoe 
and Durham can not include the beginnings of these important townships, cities, towns and 
villages simply because their merging into the boundary of the County did not occur until  well 
after the histories were written.  This is then an important book to all  those trying to trace roots 
in this highly important and productive area.  

The compact format of the book leaves no space for Tables of Content, much less for an In-
dex of any type so the full search-ability of this digital edition is a boon to laying open the 
valuable information which - up to now - has laid hidden in this wonderful book.  We have 
also enhanced the speed of your searches by enabling our FastFind technology.
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COUNTY OF ONTARIO 
SHORT NOTES 

AS TO THE 

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND PROGRESS 

OF THE COUNTY 

AND BRIEF REFERENCES TO THE 

Pioneers and Some Ontario County Men 

WHO HAVE TAKEN A PROMINENT PART IN 

PROVINCIAL AND DOMINION AFFAIRS 
_ B Y _ 

J. E. FAREWELL, LL.B, K. C., 

County Clerk and Solicitor-

W H I T B Y 

G A Z E T T E - C H R O N I C L E P R E S S 

1 9 0 7 . 



PREFACE. 

The following rough sketches relating to the history of the County 
were prepared at the request of the County Council. 

For much of the information the writer is indebted to notes kindly 
furnished by Municipal Clerks. 

As to the Township of Reach reference has been frequently made to 
a pamphlet written many years ago by the Rev. Mr. Monteith and first 
published in "The North Ontario Observer" and to the late W. H . 
Higgins' "Work on the Life and Times of Joseph Gould. " 

The sketch of Oshawa was written principally by Dr. T. E. Kaiser,, 
its present Mayor. 

It will doubtless be claimed that many of the incidents contained 
herein are incorrect as to names and dates. The writer is aware that in 
several instances such different statements have appeared in print. He 
has given them according to the best information obtainable. 

He regrets that he had not more space at his disposal and trusts 
that imperfect as these notes are they will cause others who have the time 
and means to give their attention to the important matter of collecting 
materials for a County History, and that steps will speedily be taken to 
establish a County Historical Society to continue the work. 
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COUNTY OF ONTARIO. 3 

& 

COUNTY®* ONTARIO. 

O n t a r i o , t h e K e y s t o n e C o u n t y , i s 
w e d g e d i n b e t w e e n D u r h a m a n d 
V i c t o r i a o n t h e e a s t , Y o r k a n d 
S i m c o e o n t h e w e s t , a n d r o c k - r i b -
b e d M u s k o k a o n t h e n o r t h , w h i l e 
i t s s o u t h e r n s h o r e s a r e w a s h e d b y 
L a k e O n t a r i o . 

T h e c o u n t y w a s first v i s i t e d b y 
w h i t e m e n i n t h e m o n t h o f A u g -
u s t t w o h u n d r e d a n d n i n e t y - o n e 
y e a r s a g o ( 1 6 1 5 ) . 

C h a m p l a i n , t h e F r e n c h g o v e r n o r 
a n d e x p l o r e r , a c c o m p a n i e d b y C a r -
o n a n d o t h e r R e c o l l e c t m i s s i o n a r i e s 
a t t h a t t i m e , a s c e n d e d t h e O t t a w a 
r i v e r , c r o s s e d t o L a k e N i p i s s i n g , 
d e s c e n d e d t h e F r e n c h r i v e r t o G e o r -
g i a n B a y . C o a s t i n g a l o n g t h i s h e 
r e a c h e d t h e S e v e r n r i v e r a n d t h e n c e 
t h r o u g h L a k e C o u c h i c h i n g h e c a m e 
t o t h e c o u n t r y o f t h e H u r o n I n -
d i a n s . H e a g r e e d t o j o i n t h e m i n 
a n a t t a c k o n t h e I r o q u o i s , s o u t h -
w e s t o f O s w e g o , i n N e w Y o r k 
S t a t e . P a s s i n g t h r o u g h L a k e S i m -
c o e t o t h e T a l b o t r i v e r , w h i c h s e p -
a r a t e s M a r a a n d T h o r a h T o w n -
s h i p s , h e r e a c h e d B a l s a m L a k e , 
t h e n c e d o w n t h e w a t e r s o f t h e 
T r e n t t o L a k e O n t a r i o . A f t e r w a r d s 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h L a k e H u r o n 
w a s m a d e t h r o u g h W h i t b y a n d 
R e a c h T o w n s h i p s a n d t h r o u g h t h e 
R o u g e r i v e r i n P i c k e r i n g T o w n s h i p 
t o t h e H o l l a n d r i v e r a n d L a k e 
S i m c o e , T h r o u g h t h i s l a t t e r r o u t e 

a n o t h e r e x p e d i t i o n o f F r e n c h a n d 
I n d i a n s p a s s e d f r o m L a k e H u r o n 
t o N i a g a r a u n d e r i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m 
t h e F r e n c h C o m m a n d a n t a t Q u e -
b e c t o a v o i d F o r t R o u i l l e , n o w T o -
r o n t o , b y t a k i n g t h i s r o u t e . 

I n t h e o l d F r e n c h m a p i s a t r a c -
i n g o f a c a n a l r o u t e b e t w e e n t h e 
H o l l a n d a n d R o u g e r i v e r s . 

T h e first s c h o o l i n t h e P r o v i n c e 
w a s e s t a b l i s h e d a t F r e n c h m a n ' s 
B a y , i n P i c k e r i n g , i n 1 6 6 9 - 1 6 7 0 , b y 
F e n e l o n a n d T r o u v e , S u l p i c i a n m i s -
s i o n a r i e s , w h o w i n t e r e d t h e r e a n d 
g a t h e r e d t h e I n d i a n s i n t o a s c h o o l 
I n 1 7 7 8 O n t a r i o c o u n t y f o r m e d 
p a r t o f t h e D i s t r i c t o f N a s s a u . I n 
1 7 9 8 i t b e c a m e p a r t o f t h e H o m e 
D i s t r i c t , t h e first r e g i s t r y o f f i c e f o r 
w h i c h w a s N i a g a r a . 

T h e first w h i t e s e t t l e r w a s B e n -
j a m i n W i l s o n , w h o s e t t l e d i n E a s t 
W h i t b y , e a s t o f O s h a w a h a r b o r , i n 
1 7 7 8 . S o m e o f h i s d e s c e n d a n t s a r e 
s t i l l l i v i n g i n t h e c o u n t y , n a m e l y 
c h i l d r e n o f B e n j a m i n a n d N e l s o n 
P i c k e l l . 

T h e first " T o w n m e e t i n g f o r 
c h u s i n g t h e o f f i s o r s a n d o t h e r r e -
g u l a t o r s f o r t h e T o w n s o f W h i t b y 
a n d P i c k e r i n g " w a s h e l d i n 1 8 0 1 . 
T h e f i r s t m e e t i n g f o r t h e l i k e p u r -
p o s e f o r t h e T o w n s h i p o f P i c k e r i n g 
a l o n e w a s h e l d i n 1 8 1 1 . I n t h e s e 
d a y s t h e r e w e r e C o u n t y L i e u t e n -
a n t s w h o h a d p o w e r t o a p p o i n t 
J u s t i c e s o f t h e P e a c e a n d M i l i t i a 
O f f i c e r s . I n 1 8 0 4 t h e C o u n t y L i e u -
t e n a n t f o r Y o r k C o u n t y w a s t h e 
H o n o r a b l e D a v i d W m . S m i t h , w h o 
i n s o m e w a y a c q u i r e d t h e t i t l e t o 
a g r e a t m a n y p a r c e l s o f l a n d i n t h e 
c o u n t y . I n 1 8 5 1 t h i s c o u n t y w a s 
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id HISTORY OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF WHITBY. 
T h i s t o w n s h i p w a s f i r s t k n o w n 

a s T o w n s h i p N o . 8 o f t h e L a k e 
S h o r e t o w n s h i p s b e t w e e n t h e B a y 
o f Q u i n t e a n d Y o r k . I t w a s a l s o 
a f t e r w a r d s c a l l e d N o r w i c h . 

W h e n a n o r t h o f E n g l a n d m a n 
g o t t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e s e m a t -
t e r s i n h a n d h e w i p e d o u t t h e t h e n 
n a m e s o f t h e s e l a k e f r o n t t o w n -
s h i p s a n d s c a t t e r e d Y o r k s h i r e 
n a m e s a l o n g t h e l a k e s h o r e , n a m e -
l y : D a r l i n g t o n , W h i t b y , P i c k e r i n g , 
S c a r b o r o u g h , Y o r k . 

T h e first s e t t l e r i n t h e c o u n t y 
w a s B e n j a m i n W i l s o n , w h o s e t t l e d 
i n t h i s t o w n s h i p i n 1 7 9 0 o r 1 7 9 4 , 
e a s t o f O s h a w a H a r b o r . H e c a m e 
f r o m P u t n e y i n t h e S t a t e o f V e r -
m o n t , a n d i t i s c l a i m e d h e w a s a 
U n i t e d E m p i r e L o y a l i s t , a n d h i s 
d a u g h t e r . M r s . N a n c y P i c k l e , t h e 
first w h i t e c h i l d b o r n b e t w e e n T o -
r o n t o a n d K i n g s t o n . 

S h o r t l y a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l h i s 
p l a c e w a s v i s i t e d b y a b a n d o f I n -
d i a n s , w h o t o o k h i s t o o l s a n d p r o -
v i s i o n s w h i c h h a d b e e n f u r n i s h e d 
t o h i m b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t , a n d 
w h a t e v e r e l s e h e h a d b u t h i s b o a t , 
a n d t o l d h i m t o b e g o n e a n d n o t t o 
find h i s w a y b a c k a g a i n . H e h a d 
c o m e a r o u n d f r o m N i a g a r a , w h e r e 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h e n w a s . H e w e n t 
d o w n t h e l a k e s h o r e t o G a n a r a s k a , 
n o w P o r t H o p e , w h e r e h e m e t 
W a b a k i s c h o e , a c h i e f w h o r u l e d t h e 
I n d i a n s f r o m t h e H u m b e r t o t h e 
B a y o f Q u i n t e . F o r t u n a t e l y f o r 
W i l s o n t h e c h i e f w a s a c c o m p a n i e d 

b y W i l l i a m P e a k , w h o a f t e r w a r d s 
s e t t l e d a t D u f f i n ' s C r e e k . W i l s o n 
e x p l a i n e d t o P e a k w h y h e w a s g o -
i n g e a s t i n s t e a d o f w e s t . T h e c h i e f 
l e a r n i n g f r o m P e a k w h a t h a d h a p -
p e n e d t o l d W i l s o n t o g o b a c k 
w i t h h i m . A r r i v e d a t t h e s h a n t y 
t h e y w a i t e d a b o u t u n t i l a n I n d i a n 
w a s d i s c o v e r e d p r o w l i n g a r o u n d i n 
t h e h o p e t h a t h e m i g h t p i c k u p 
s o m e t h i n g . T h e c h i e f s t a r t e d h i m 
o f f t o find t h e I n d i a n s w h o h a d 
l o o t e d W i l s o n ' s g o o d s w i t h i n -
s t r u c t i o n s t o n o t i f y t h e m t o h u n t 
u p a l l t h e I n d i a n s w h o h a d t a k e n 
a n y t h i n g f r o m W i l s o n a n d t o b e 
a n d a p p e a r t h r e e o r f o u r d a y s a f -
t e r w a r d s w i t h a l l t h e s t o l e n g o o d s 
a n d w i t h a l l t h e i r o w n s t a c k o f 
f u r s . T h e u n w e l c o m e n e w s w a s 
p a s s e d a l o n g l i k e t h e c a r r y i n g o f 
t h e " F i e r y C r o s s " i n S c o t l a n d . 

T h e I n d i a n s a p p e a r e d a n d p l a c e d 
b a c k i n W i l s o n ' s s h a n t y w h a t w a s 
l e f t o f t h e g o o d s a n d p r o v i s i o n s . 
T h e n t h e f u r s o f e a c h I n d i a n w e r e 
o p e n e d o u t a n d W i l s o n w a s t o l d t o 
g o t h r o u g h t h e p a c k s a n d t a k e 
f r o m e a c h o f t h e m e n o u g h t o m a k e 
u p t h e w h o l e o f h i s l o s s . W i l s o n 
t o o k a l l h e d a r e d t o t a k e . T h e 
c h i e f s a i d i t w a s n o t e n o u g h a n d 
t h a t P e a k e m u s t " p u l l " m o r e f u r s 
f r o m t h e p a c k s t i l l t h e r e w a s e n -
o u g h h a n d e d o v e r . P e a k e " p u l l e d " 
f u r s f r o m e a c h a n d a d d e d t h e m t o 
W i l s o n ' s s t o c k . T h e c h i e f w a s n o t 
s a t i s f i e d . H e c o m m e n c e d " p u l l -
i n g " m o r e f u r s a n d a d d e d t h e m t o 
W i l s o n ' s l o t u n t i l h e w a s m o r e 
t h a n p a i d i n v a l u e a n d a g o o d 
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t o w n s h i p w a s l a r g e l y s e t t l e d b y 
w e s t o f E n g l a n d m e n a n d w a s 
k n o w n a s t h e E n g l i s h C o r n e r s . 

I n t h e s o u t h w e r e t h e C o r y e l l s , 
D e a r b o r n s , D e m e r a y s , D r e w s , F a r e , 
w e l l s , G r o a t s , H a l l s , M o o r e s , 
H e n r y s , M c G i l l s , M c G r e g o r s , R o -
g e r s , T e r w i l l a g e r s , A n n e s , H i n k -
s o n s , M o t h e r s i l l s , P i c k l e s . I n 
t h e c e n t r e w e r e t h e C l a r k s , 
D o o l i t t l e s , H e p b u r n s , B e a t h s , 
H i c k s , K a r s , L u k e s , A s h t o n s , Mc-
K e n z i e s , O r m i s t o n s , P a s c o e s , P r i n -
g l e s , G i b b s , B l a c k , W a i t s , H o w d e n s , 
S m i t h s , W i l c o x s o n , C h a n d l e r , D r . 
M c M a h o n , S t a b b a c k , A d a m s , J o h n 
R a t c l i f f e , e x - W a r d e n o f t h e C o u n t y , 
H a r p e r a n d A d a m s f a m i l i e s . 

A m o n g s t t h e s e m e n o f t h e c e n t r e 
p a r t o f t h e t o w n s h i p t w o a r e d e -
s e r v i n g o f n o t i c e . J o h n B l a c k , a 
S c o t c h m a n , k e p t a s t o r e a t C o l u m -
b u s . T h e s i g n w a s " J o h n B l a c k a t 
h o m e . " H e w a s S t r o n g i n m u n i c i p a l 
p o l i t i c s . H i s p o e t i c a l e f f u s i o n s a p -
p e a r e d a b o u t t h e e n d o f D e c e m b e r 
w i t h w o n d e r f u l r e g u l a r i t y . T h e 
w r i t e r r e m e m b e r s o n e h e a d e d , 
" A r o u s e C o l u m b i a n s , E v e r y O n e . " 
A n o t h e r . " W a r d s , W a r d s , W i l l Y o u 
t h e T o w n D i v i d e ? " H e e m i g r a t e d t o 
S t . L o u i s , M i s s o u r i , a n d i n a l e t t e r 
t o a f r i e n d s o m e t i m e a f t e r h i s a r -
r i v a l s t a t e d t h a t h e w a s e n g a g e d 
i n " t h e b u s i n e s s o f r a i s i n g h o g s , 
m u l e s a n d n i g g e r s . " W . H . G i b b s , 
a f t e r w a r d s m o r e t h a n o n c e m e m -
b e r f o r N o r t h O n t a r i o , a n d a f t e r -
w a r d s a n a l d e r m a n o f T o r o n t o , c a r -
r i e d o n a s t o r e a n d b u i l t a n d r a n 
t h e F o r n a x m i l l s t o t h e w e s t o f C o -
l u m b u s . H e w a s a b r o t h e r o f t h e 
H o n . T . N . G i b b s . 

I n t h e n o r t h p a r t o f t h e t o w n s h i p 
w e r e t h e F i s h e r s , H a r n d e n s , S o r n -
b e r g e r , R a y s , P r e s c o t t , N e w t o n , 
H a l l s , T h o m a s H o d g s o n a n d W m . 
T h o m p s o n , w e l l k n o w n a s " T h e 
C i t i z e n " O ' B o y l e . 

G r i s t m i l l s w e r e b u i l t b y S a n d y 
S m a l l s o u t h o f C e d a r d a l e . P e t e r 
T a y l o r a n d M o r r i s , t h r e e m i l e s 
n o r t h o f O s h a w a . 

J o h n R a y , L u t h e r H a r n d e n , n e a r 
R a g l a n ; A . M . F a r e w e l l , g r i s t a n d 
s a w m i l l ; a n d s a w m i l l s b y J o h n 
H a r p e r , R . L u k e , P a s c o e , R a y , 
J . C a m p b e l l , a n d E d w a r d S m i t h . 
Of t h e S m i t h f a m i l y , W i l l i a m , 
J a m e s , R o b e r t a n d J o h n , w h o s e t -
t l e d i n t h e v i l l a g e o f C o l u m b u s a n d 
t o t h e s o u t h o f i t , J o h n a n d R o b -
e r t w e r e m e m b e r s o f t h e C o m i t y 
C o u n c i l . W i l l i a m , a y o u n g e r m e m -
b e r o f t h e f a m i l y , s e r v e d m o r e t h a n 
o n e t e r m a s a m e m b e r o f t h e D o -
m i n i o n P a r l i a m e n t , r e p r e s e n t i n g 
S o u t h O n t a r i o . H e w a s r e e v e a n d 
r e p r e s e n t e d t h e T o w n s h i p a n d t h e 
C o u n t y C o u n c i l . H e i s p a y m a s t e r 
o f t h e 3 4 t h R e g i m e n t w i t h t h e 
r a n k o f m a j o r . 

A t P o r t O s h a w a t h e M o t h e r s i l l 
f a m i l y w e r e s e t t l e r s s h o r t l y a f t e r 
1 8 3 3 . G e o r g e A . M o t h e r s i l l , a D u b -
l i n m a n , w a s h a r b o r m a s t e r a t P o r t 
O s h a w a . H i s s o n s , R i c h a r d , e x -
W a r d e n o f t h e C o u n t y , w h o v i s i t e d 
t h e C o u n t y C o u n c i l a t i t s l a s t s e s -
s i o n , i s i n h i s 8 8 t h y e a r . H i s b r o -
t h e r s , J o h n a n d D r . J o s e p h M o t h -
e r s i l l , o f S t r a t f o r d , a n d R o b e r t , 
c a m e w i t h t h e i r f a t h e r t o E a s t 
W h i t b y . R o b e r t r e t u r n e d t o I r e -
l a n d . 
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OSHAWA. 
A s s e s s m e n t , 1 9 0 7 , $ 1 , 9 8 4 , 8 3 1 . 
P o p u l a t i o n , 1 8 5 0 , 1 , 2 0 0 . 
P o p u l a t i o n , 1 9 0 7 , 6 , 4 0 0 . 

F o r c o n v e n i e n c e i t m i g h t b e w e l l 
t o d i v i d e t h e h i s t o r y o f O s h a w a 
i n t o five p e r i o d s . 

1. E a r l y s e t t l e m e n t , 1 7 9 8 - 1 8 2 2 . 

2 . I n d u s t r i a l F o u n d a t i o n , 1 8 2 2 -
1 8 4 0 . 

3 . P o s t O f f i c e H a m l e t , 1 8 4 0 - 1 8 5 0 . 

4 . I n c o r p o r a t e d V i l l a g e , 1 8 5 0 -
1 8 7 9 . 

5 . T o w n o f O s h a w a , 1 8 7 9 - 1 9 0 7 . 
E a r l y S e t t l e m e n t . 

T h e s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t T o w n o f 
O s h a w a c o v e r s a n a r e a o f 2 , 4 0 0 
a c r e s , a n d i s g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d 
u p o n a c o u n t y m a p a s o c c u p y i n g 
L o t s N o s . 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 1 , a n d 1 2 
o f c o n c e s s i o n s o n e a n d t w o , E a s t 
W h i t b y . A s m o s t o f t h i s l a n d i s 
s t i l l u s e d f o r p u r p o s e s o f a g r i c u l -
t u r e i t c a n r e a d i l y b e u n d e r s t o o d 
t h a t i t i s o n l y t h e m o r e d e n s e l y 
p o p u l a t e d s e c t i o n t h a t c a n p r e -
t e n d t o p l a y a n y p a r t i n t h e r e a l 
h i s t o r y o f t h e t o w n . 

I n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e e a r l y s e t t l e -
m e n t o f O s h a w a w e w i l l c o n f i n e 
o u r a t t e n t i o n t o l o t s N o s . 1 0 a n d 
I I o f t h e 1 s t a n d 2 n d c o n c e s s i o n s 
o f E a s t W h i t b y , t h u s t a k i n g i n t h e 

f o u r t w o h u n d r e d a c r e f a r m s w h i c h 
c o m e i n c l o s e t o u c h w i t h e a c h o t h -
e r a t t h e m a i n f o u r c o r n e r s o f t h e 

t o w n . W h o w e r e t h e f i r s t p o s s e s -
s o r s o f t h i s l a n d ? a n d w h o w e r e 
t h e i r i m m e d i a t e s u c c e s s o r s ? T h e 
f o l l o w i n g t a b l e o f n a m e s a n d d a t e s 
c o m p i l e d f r o m t h e R e g i s t r y O f f i c e 
w i l l f a i r l y a n s w e r t h e s e q u e s t i o n s , 
a s t o t h e f u l l l o t s o r s e c t i o n s 
t h e r e o f : 

L o t 1 0 , 
U p t o 1 7 9 8 

" 1 7 9 8 
" 1 8 2 4 
" 1 8 2 9 
" 1 8 3 2 

" 1 8 3 4 

" 1 8 3 5 
" 1 8 3 6 
" 1 8 3 6 

" 1 8 3 7 
L o t 1 0 , 

( N . E 
U p t o 1 7 9 8 

« 1 7 9 8 
" 1 8 1 9 
" 1 8 3 2 
" 1 8 3 2 
" 1 8 3 5 
" 1 8 3 9 
" 1 8 4 0 
" 1 8 4 1 
L o t 1 1 , 

U p t o 1 7 9 8 
" 1 8 2 8 
«' 1 8 2 8 
" 1 8 3 2 

«' 1 8 3 7 
« 1 8 3 7 

" 1 8 3 7 
" 1 8 3 7 
" 1 8 3 9 
L o t 1 1 , 

1 s t C o n . 
C r o w n 
I s a b e l l a S h a w 
J o h n C r o o k s 
C h a s . A r k l a n d 
A a r o n C h o a t 
D e n n i s D u l l e a 
P h i l H e r r i m a n 
J o s e p h F o x 
N e l s o n A m s b u r y 
E d w a r d S k a e 

2 n d C o n . 
. W a r d ) 

C r o w n 

I s a b e l l a S h a w 
F r a n c i s L e y s 
N o r r i s K e r r 
W i l l i a m K e r r 
E l i j a h H a i g h t 
J o s e p h W o o d 
A b r a h a m F a r e w e l l 
H e n r y P e d l a r 

1 s t C o n . 
C r o w n 
K i n g ' s C o l l e g e 
J o s e p h G o r h a m 
R o b e r t & J o h n B r a d -

b u r y 
J o s e p h G o r h a m 
J o h n M c G r i g o r 
E l i j a h H a i g h t 
W i l l i a m W e l l e r 
T h o m a s G i b b s 

2 n d C o n . 
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A s s e s s e d v a l u e i n 1 8 8 4 w a s $ 1 4 1 , 

3 3 2 . P r e s e n t a s s e s s e d v a l u e , $ 2 4 0 , 
2 1 1 . P o p u l a t i o n , 9 6 6 . 

B e a v e r t o n w a s s e p a r a t e d f r o m 
t h e T o w n s h i p o f T h o r a h a n d i n c o r -
p o r a t e d o n t h e 5 t h d a y o f J u n e , 
A . D . 1 8 8 4 . I t i s s i t u a t e d o n t h e 
B e a v e r R i v e r c l o s e t o L a k e S i m -
c o e . 

T h e g r i s t a n d s a w m i l l w a s b u i l t 
h e r e b y D o n a l d C a l d e r a b o u t 1 8 3 0 . 

T h e v i l l a g e w a s f o r m e r l y c a l l e d 
M i l t o n . 

K e n n e t h C a m e r o n o p e n e d t h e 
first s t o r e i n t h e p l a c e i n 1 8 3 3 . 

T h e first w h i t e c h i l d b o r n i n t h e 
v i l l a g e w a s A n n G o r d o n , w h o i s 
s t i l l l i v i n g t h e r e . 

I n 1 8 2 9 G e o r g e P r o c t o r b u i l t a 
g r i s t m i l l . T h e b u i l d i n g w a s m a d e 
o f l o g s . I t i s n o w s u p e r s e d e d b y 
a fine b r i c k m i l l w i t h t h e l a t e s t i m -
p r o v e m e n t s . 

T h e first s c h o o l t e a c h e r w a s D a -
v i d R o s s , a W a t e r l o o v e t e r a n . T h e 
s c h o o l w a s o p e n e d i n 1 8 3 9 . T h e 
first c o u n c i l o f t h e i n c o r p o r a t e d 

v i l l a g e w a s c o m p o s e d o f G e o r g e F . 
B r u c e , r e e v e . M r . B r u c e h a d b e e n 
r e e v e o f t h e T o w n s h i p o f T h o r a h 
a n d w a s w a r d e n o f t h e c o u n t y i n 
1 8 8 2 . C o u n c i l l o r s , J o h n L e s l i e , J a s . 
R i t c h i e , C h a r l e s T . Y o u n g , H . 
W e s t c o t t . T h e first c l e r k w a s 
G e o r g e S m i t h , j r . , P . L . S . , w h o s e 
f a t h e r w a s f o r m a n y y e a r s c l e r k 
a n d t r e a s u r e r o f t h e T o w n s h i p o f 
T h o r a h . 

M r . S m i t h w a s s u c c e e d e d i n 1 8 8 9 
b y M a j o r C . A . P a t e r s o n , t h e p r e s -
e n t c l e r k . 

T h e first c h u r c h w a s b u i l t i n 

1 8 4 3 . 

T h e r e a r e t w o l a r g e a n d w e l l fin-
i s h e d P r e s b y t e r i a n c h u r c h e s , o n e 
E p i s c o p a l c h u r c h a n d o n e M e t h o -
d i s t c h u r c h . O n e l a r g e , w e l l e q u i p -
p e d p u b l i c s c h o o l . T h e b u i l d i n g o f 
t h e C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n r a i l w a y , t h e 
p r o x i m i t y t o L a k e S i m c o e , t h e 
b e a u t y o f t h e s c e n e r y a n d t h e e r e c -
t i o n o f a n e x c e l l e n t s u m m e r h o t e l 
h a s m a d e B e a v e r t o n a p l e a s a n t 
s u m m e r r e s o r t . 

T h e v i l l a g e h a s g o o d g r a n o l i t h i c 
a n d g r a v e l s i d e w a l k s a n d i s l i g h t e d 
b y e l e c t r i c i t y . 
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