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About this CD.

A gold mine of genealogical information about the inhabitants of York County including, of course the City of
Toronto and its Home District. Assembled by the Beers Publishing company in 1907 this significant, and
weighty, book contains the biographies (and frequently the obituaries) of almost 2,000 families from all walks
of life.

The biographies were placed by any individual, or family, who could afford the subscription to the publication
and who wished their family name and history to be perpetuated. This book contains 673 pages of text and 153
full plate illustrations. Having been written by the individual or families themselves the information recorded is
as accurate as a researcher can hope to find for this time. This is further emphasized by the precautions the pub-
lisher took to ensure accuracy, vis. "In nearly every instance the material composing the sketches was gathered
from those immediately interested, and then submitted in type-written form for correction and revision."

The estimate of almost 2,000 family entries doesn't represent the limit of the number of people whose names
can be found within this book. Based on a family history identifying four grandparents, a man, his siblings and
at least one wife, with their union generating an average of four children of which about half are married by the
time the biography is recorded, the count of individuals named rises dramatically to about 27,500, and this is a
conservative estimate.

As well as identifying the immediate family to the subject the biography will usually discuss the subject's up-
bringing, education, business or professional involvements. Also usually recorded are any significant events in
his life, his religion and his political and fraternal commitments.

Fully computer searchable, we have "hand" reviewed and corrected the OCR result to maximize the chance of
finding your search term. The 153 full plate illustrations, or portraits, of subjects of the biographies have been
carefully reproduced for maximum clarity in the CD format.

We have also included the index of subject names from the book in the sampler available on our Downloads
page so you can check if your family appears.
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PREFACE

([, The importance of placing in book form biographical history—
both for its immediate worth and for its value to coming genera-
tions — 1s .admifted by all thinking people ; and within the past
decade there has been a growing interest in this commendable
means of perpetuating biography and family genealogy.

(I, That the public should avail itself of the privileges afforded by
a work of this nature needs no assertion at our hands. Cicero, the
Roman orator and philosopher, has said that “‘for a man to be ig-
norant of what happened before his birth is to be always a child.”
Carlyle says “there is no life of a man faithfully recorded, but is a
heroic poem of its sort, thymed or unrhymed.” Emerson substan-
tially says the history of any country resolves itselt into the
biographies of its stout, earnest, progressive and representative
citizens. No truths are more obvious. This medium, then, serves
more than a single purpose; while it perpetuates biography and
family genealogy, it records history, much of which would be pre-
served in no other way.

(. 1n presenting the Commemorative Biographical Record to its
patrons, the publishers have to acknowledge, with gratitude, the
encouragement and support their enterprise has received, and the
willing assistance rendered in enabling them to surmount the many
unforeseen obstacles to be met with in the production of a work of
this character. In nearly every instance the material composing
the sketches was gathered from those immediately interested, and
then submitted in type-written form for correction and revision.
The volume, which is one of generous amplitude, is placed in the
hands of the public with the belief that it will be found a valuable
addition to the library, as well as an invaluable contribution to the
historical literature of the Province of Ontario.

THE PUBLISHERS.
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COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD

ket, and when this partnership was dissolved
Mr. Snarr embarked in business on his own ac-
count, first as manager and later as full partner
of the firm of Cowan, Pearson & Co. He con-
tinued with this business until his death.

In 1849 Mr. Snarr married Miss Harriet
Shuttleworth, born in England in 1822, daugh-
ter of Edmund and Charlotte (Rodler) Shuttle-
worth. They came to County York in 1831 and
settled at Mt. Albert, where the father took up
land and improved a farm, dying there at the
age of eighty-four years. The mother died in
1866, also aged eighty-four years. In political
matters the father was a Reformer. Both par-
ents belonged to the Methodist Church. They
had children as follows: Edmund, Henry.
George, Robert, Samuel, Elizabeth, Catherine,
Charlotte, Eliza, and Harriet (Mrs. Snarr).

Children as follows were born to Mr. and
Mrs. Snarr: Catherine, wife of Edmund Clark;
‘William, deceased; Erastus, deceased, who mar-
ried Margaret Manchee and had children—Win-
nifred, Harold, Franecis, Ada and Percy; Herb-
ert, deceased; Charlotte; Edmund, deceased;
Ada, wife of B. H. Montgomery, and they have
children—George and Henrietta; and Evelyn.

Mr. Snarr was a Reformer in polities; in re-
ligion he was a member of the Congregational
Church.

GEORGE HENRY HASTINGS, who died
at his home in Deer Park Nov. 5, 1896, was a
well-known and highly esteemed ecitizen of To-
ronto. He was born in London, England,
March 31, 1844, and there and in Hall Place
Collegiate School, in Bexley, Kent, he received
his education.

In 1870 Mr. Hastings came to Canada, previ-
ous to which time he had been in tne employ
of the British Government. For a short period
" he engaged in business in Peterboro, whence he
came to Toronto, where for a number of years
he served in the capacity of manager for vari-
ous manufacturing companies. In 1874 he
purchased the business of Henderson & Bost-
wick, which he successfully conducted until his
death, the product of the factory being straw
and felt hats. The plant was located on Bal-
muto street. Einployment was given to 200
people, and the enterprise way very successful.
Mr. Hastings was a lover of fine horses, hav-
ing someé of the finest horseflesh to be found in
Toronto. He was the first to import the Hack-
ney bieed into Canada, and was known far and
wide as & breeder of that strain, which he raised
wholly for his own pleasure, although on rare
occasions, when he could be induced to sell,
he received fancy prices.
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Mr. Hastings was public-spirited and pro-
gressive, and was actively interested in all
movements which his judgment convinced him
were for the good of the community. He was
an active member of the Board of Trade. Gen-
erous to a fault, he never turned a deaf ear
to the needy.

Mr. Hastings was the owner of a great deal
of property at Deer Park, where he erected the
beautiful residence, surrounded by a large lawn
and shade trees, in which Mrs. Hastings now
resides with her two daunghters. Much of his
success he attributed to his wife’s good judg-
ment and hearty co-operation.

In Toronto Mr. Hastings married Miss Geor-
gina Dollery, daughter of William and Salena
A. (Thorne) Dollery, the former of whom was
for many years a conductor on the Northern
railway. To Mr. and Mrs. Hastings were born
children as follows: Geraldine Mary, of Deer
Park; George, who resides in Chicago: Fan-
nie, of Deer Park; and Arthur B. F., who lives
at Deer Park. Mr. Hastings was a member of
the Church of England, to the faith of which
Mrs. Hastings also adheres. In polities he was
a Conservative. He was a member of St
George’s Society, and of the Albany Club, and
was both popular and prominent, enjoying uni-
versal esteem.

ALFRED JAMES PEERLESS, whose death
oceurred. in Toronto in January, 1887, was one
of that city’s suceessful business men, for a
number of years extensively engaged in pattern-
making. Mr. Peerless was born in England,
gon of William Burges and Fanny Peer-
less, both of whom died in the old eountry.

Alfred J. Peerless received his education in
the schools of his mnative loeality, and when
thirty years of age came to Canada. Stopping
for a time at Toronto. he next went to Lon-
don, Ont., where he became foreman of the pat-
tern shop for the well-known firm of Elliott &
Burns, eontinuing thus for three years. Decid-
ing to engage in business on his own account,
Mr. Peerless returned to Toronto, and until his
death was engaged in the pattern-making busi-
ness with great success. Shortly after locating
in the city Mr. Peerless built a home on Lip-
pineott street, but after his death his widow
sold that property, purchasing her present
home, at No. 16 Beatrice avenue.

Mr. Peerless married Miss Elizabeth Stevens,
who was born in Sussex, England, daughter of
Charles and Eve (Gerange) Stevens, both of
whom were born in England and there spent
their lives. Mr. Stevens was a tailor in Sus-
sex for many years, the business which he found-
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